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JESUS CHRIST. 


Tranſlated from the Works of 


St. BONAVENTVURE. 
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in of the Life of our Lord 
Rand Saviour JEsUs CRHRIST, 
y Intention was, only to pre- 
ſent you a true and faithful Copy of that 
Life, from an Obſolete Edition, ſuppoſed by 
ſome to be a Tranſlation from St. Bonaven- 
ture. 

This little Book was accidentally put into 
my Hands by thoſe whoſe Devotion = 
them, that (if reprinted) it could not fail 

meeting with all Encouragement from 
the Public Zeal of every true and well. 
meaning Cbriſtian. e 1 
Animated by this, as well as in ſome | 
Meaſure convinc'd of the Reaſon I had to 
hope for Succeſs in it, I at length, after 


fome Deliberation, determin'd to undertake 1. 
the re-printing it, and was fully reſolved to | ' 
fend it forth into the World without any 

| T _. .  Awwa_ 


* 


Alteration in ibe Tranſlation; or making 
any other Difference than that: of @ ſmall 


ound myſelf under thi Neceſſity of altering 
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Amendment in the Stile and Orthagruphy. 
Having hiokoever duly compared it with 
the Latin Original of St. Bonaventure, 


and peruſed the IM bolæ with Attention, 7 


my Intention in point of following the ſaid 


old Edition, Tur the” the! Tranſlator bas 


therein moſily kept ts the Text of the Saint; 
yet upen mature Conſiderat ion, I thought 
I more properly auſwer'd the End of a 
Collection than that of a pure Trails: 
The ditor having often through the Whole 
omitted many Paſſages L4 he Saint, and 
inſerted others in their Ream, ſuch\gs were 
either agreeable with bis own T koughts, or 
collected from other kurs, wle bave 
wrote on the ſame Subject, 

This induced me to lay aſide that Edition, 
and made me refolue upon: ſparing no: Pains 
by en o 6: Waal, Tranflation of 

be. pious and learned Author St. Bonaven- 
IE on the Life of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus CuRIST 3 and at the ſame Time 
made me uſe. my utmoſt Induſi ry, withaur the 
Help of any foreign Embelliſo ments, to ren- 
der the Stile as agreeable as the Nature: of 
the Pl raſe wonld pen mit nie 40 do, without 
. departing jrom the true Senſe of my. Aut bar. 
I thought it proper ta premiſe this, 
VT Way 9 4 neceſſary Precaution to the 
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more. unlearned, who being accuſtom'd to 


the ald dition, and unacquainted with the 


true Reaſon of the Di ffurence they may find by 
comparing ibem together, might he jealous 
of my bawving varied fram the original Text, 
imprſed upon tbem one Work for another. 
De Introduction to this ſpiritual Work 
gives an Account, firft, of the devout In- 
nce and Sollicitude of the boly Angels in 
— „er Man's Reftorotion, thereby to * ng 
him up — a devout Commemoration of: i 
p i on that Day chiefly on which the 
bal C urch Jolemnly Puts us In mind to 
do no 

And as this Book is ie into Chap- 
ters, according to the different Paſſages of 
ourSavur's Moe Pies one part or other 
may be' contemplated, as the Devotion of the 
Reader ſhall direct him. 

The Subject of this little Treatiſe may be 
not only profitable and pertinent to every de- 
vout Reader, but even adapted to the diffe- 
rent Seaſons of the Tear. In Advent may be 
read and devoutly configer'd all that Part 
from the Beginning to the Nativity f 
our Lord. The fubſequent Part relating to 


the Nativity may be meditated on during 
the holy Time of Chriſtmas. And the reſt 
of the Subjecti, as the holy Church makes 
mention of Them, at * different Tr nes of 
the Year, 
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Laftly, whozyer yu are, Plous Render, 
that by reading. this Book, or bearing it 
read, ſhall op: any piritual duden or | 
Benefit N but 
remem bk * bim Me faken | 
ſome Pain: in 9 an Engliſh Tongue' to 
this pious Worb; on Purple that Yow and 
all Jevout Souls might reap - the- Benefit 
from it, wwhich the ertenſive Charity of | 
the Saint intends you, and was the _ 


End propoſed by your 
Sincere and cordial Well-wiſher, 


St. BONAVENTURE 
„P RE F A CE. 


Thad ONG the many Panegyricks 
and Praiſes recorded of the Vir- 
. tes of St. Cecilia, "tis written : 


Chriſt. The Meaning of which ſeems to be : 
that, from the whole Series of our Lord's 
Life and Actions, therein related, She ſelected 
Such Paſſages as moſt ä ber with Devo 
tron : On which, with a Heart full of Can- 
dour and Integrity, and a Mind elevated 
the mtmoſt Fervour of Attention, She fix*d her 
Thwghts Day and Night ; and when She had 
Cx devoutly 


8 I) that ſhe bore always enſhrin'd 
8 in her Breaſt, the Goſpel of 
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Pe. 


| devoutly gone thro the Whole, again, re-aſſum- 


ing them frequently, with a Kind of uninter- | 
rupted Circulation of Thought, and ſweetly ' 
digeſting them with Delicacy of Taſte, ſhe * 
carefully depoſited them in the Sanctuary r 
her Heart. The like Practice I recommend 
to you : As T look upon it to be the moſt ma- 
terial Branch of Spiritual Study, and even 
the moſt beneficial of all devout Exerciſes; | 
and what is moſt capable of leading you to the 
Summit of Chriſtian Perfection. For ſurely | 
the boly Life of Chriſt, not meerly free from | 
the minuteſt Blemiſh, but even divinely per- 
feet, muſt be the beſt and only ſure Fountain | 


whence we can hope to draw the perfect 
Knewledge neceſſary to arm our Breaſts 


againſt the flattering, yet fleeting Vanities of | 


the World; —— to render us fleady amidſt 
 Tribulations and Adverſities; — and final- 
. ty to preſerve us from Vice, and facilitate the 
The great © Mlſion of every Virtue. Frequent and ba- 
Advan- Gitual Meditations on that divine Subject be- 
tage the ing the readieſi Means to introduce the Soul, 
From the @s it were, into ſuch a Kind of Familiarity, 
frequent Confidence, and Love of Him, as will inſen- 
Medita- ſibly create in it a Contempt and Diſtaſte of 
Life of oy. Tong elſe, and will eſfectually inſtruct 
Chrifl, af 
ing. 


* 


And Fir 4. That the Contemplation of 
Chriſt's blefjed Life ftrengthens the Heart 
againſt the tranſient Pleaſures and deceitful 

1 VDuanities 


h hat to do, and what to avcid do- 
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Vanities of the World, ſufficiently appears in 
the ſacred Virgin St. Cecilia already men- 
ion d, whoſe capacious Heart was ſo fill d 
with the divine Semiments gather'd fron 
thence, that it had no Space left for the En- 
trance of vain Affection. Even amidſt the 
Allurements of Magnificence, Diſſipations of 


* Muſick, and other ſenſual Pleaſures profuſely 


combining, to render the Solemnity of her 


Nuptials the more inviting to the Senſe, ber 
Heart, unaffetted by, and as it were inſenſi- 
ble of all the flattering Appearances, remain'd 
immoveably fix d on God, to whom ſhe often 
recurr'd in theſe Words: O Lord ! Render 
my Body and Heart pure and undefiled, 
chat I be not confounded, | 


Secondly, That it renders us ſteady amidſt 
Tribulations and Adverſities, St. Bernard 
thus argues: Whence recerv 'd the Martyrs 
their unſhaken Reſolution amidſt the Atrocity 
of their Torments, but from the ſacred Wounds 
of Jeſus, in which their Hearts and Aections 
were wholly center d? While they bebeld and 
felt their Bodies torn and ſever'd on the 


Rack, their Minds remain'd ſtill chearful 


and triumphant. And where can we then 


ſuppoſe the Soul of eachglorious Jufferer to have 


been but in the Wounds of Chriſt ready open 
for its Recettion? Had it been lodg'd in its 
own Boſom, attentive to what paſs'd within 
its lacerated Frame; it had been too ſenſible 
of rhe torturing Glaive to remain proof 
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again the Spaſms thereby inflifted: Their 


Pains had been an Overmatch for thetr Pa- 


trence : T hey muſt have funk under the preſſing 
Weight, and denied God. From the ſame 
divine Source not only Martyrs, but even 
Confeſors, Virgins, and all who lead a vir- 
tuous Life, have extrafted their Patience 
amidſt Tribulations, and the various Trials 
of Infirmities incident to a mortal State: 
As may be inſtanc d in the glorious St. Fran- 
cis and St. Clare, who under the ſevere Preſ- 
ſure of Aflictions, Penury, and Infirmities, 
were not only patient, but joyful. The ſame 
may be daily. remark'd in all devout Livers. 
Which is intirely owing to the pious Medita- 
tions on the Life of Chriſt : Which, as it 
were, carry their Souls out of their Bodies to 
lodge them in Cbriſt. 


Thirdly, That it is a powerful Check to 
Vice, and greatly diſpoſeth us to the Poſſeſſion 
of Virtue, is evident from this, that the Per- 

fetticn of all Virtues is only to be found in the 
bleſſed Life of Jeſus Chriſt, For where elſe 
ſhall we find ſuch moving Examples, ſuch 
ſublime Doctrines of cheroick Poverty, extra- 
ordinary Humility, profound Wiſdom, fer- 
vent Prayers, Obedience, Meekneſs, Pa- 
tience, and other Virtues, as in this moſt holy 

Wherefore St. Bernard ſays, that He la- 

bours in vain in the Perſuit of Virtue, who 


hopes 
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hopes to find it any where but in the Lord of 
Virtues, whoſe Doctrine is the School of Pru- 
dence, whoſe Mercy is the Work of Fuſtice, 1 
whoſe Life is the Model of Temperance, and 1 
whoſe Death is the Pledge of Fortitude. 
Whoever therefore follows this divine Pattern 
can neither be decerv'd himſelf, nor decei ve 
others. For the Soul, by frequent Reflections 
on his Virtues, is both animated and inſtruct- 
3 ed inthe Imitation and Purſuit of them ; and 
5 at length becomes ſo habituated itſelf in Vir- 
I tue, that the bare Light of it is ſufficient to 
' direct ber Judgment in diſcerning Truth 
from Falſhood ; which is ſo true that many | 
very illiterate Perſons have become, by the | 


„ame Means, profoundly vers'd in the moſt | 
lime Myſteries of God. By what other 
12 Means than that of a familiar and mental 
Converſation with bis divine Lord, could St. 
Francis attain to ſuch an eminent State of st. Fran- 
Fo Perfection, ſo deep a Knowledge of the Holy irs great 
* Scriptures, and that Diſcernment with which 2 


3 be diſcover' d the Frauds of his ſpiritual Ene- quent Me- 
10 mies, and baffled the Power of Vice ? Hence d 
. 'twas, that be grew ſo paſſionately affected Chris. 
ch . | it 

| with the Life of Chriſt, as to render his own 

almoſt a Picture of it. Tas That he co- 


* pied after to the utmoſt of his Power, in the 
4 a 5 g 
oh Practice of every Virtue: And Chriſt, af 


length, crowning his Aﬀettions with the Ae- 
compliſhment of bis Wiſhes, he became totally 
; transform'd into his Saviour by receiving the 

* | Impreſſion of his ſacred Wounds. Jo ſuch an 
oho | 7 Sax eminent 
pes 7 
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eminent State is the Soul led by meditating 
on the Life of its Saviour : and yet, this 1s 
but as it were the Foundation on which the 
Seul riſes to more ſublime Degrees of Contem- 
lation. For the Uuction therein to be found, 
purifying by Degrees, and elevating the Soul, 
inſtrucis it, and renders it capacious of all 
divine Knowledge: But this is beſide our pre- 
. ſent Purpoſe, | 


hh, 


. Now I propoſe to introduce you, gentle 
Reader, tothe Meditations on the bleſſed Life of 
our Saviour, though I could wiſh you a more 
learned and able Guide, being myſelf very un- 
1 equal to ſo great a Tast. However, as I con- 
i ceive it to be more for your Advantage that 
T jay ſemething than that I remain ſilent on ſo 
uſeful a Subjef, I ball endeavour to make 
' the beſt uſe of my flender Ability, by diſcourſing 
im a familiar, thi rough and unpoliſb d 
Style : that you may the more eaſily compre- 
bend the Matter here treated, and ſtudy rather 
to improve your Mind and Heart than flatter 
your Ears. 


— 
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'Tis nat Elegance of Speech, but the Study of 
the Life of Jeſus you are here to give Atten- 
tion to. For as St, Hierom ſays, Plain Lan- 
guage reaches the Heart, while florid Speeches 
ſtop at the Ears, *which they flatter. Still 1 
am in hopes that the Mediocrity of my Capa- 

city will the better ſuit with the Plainneſs o 
your good Intention. But I hope ſtill _ 
IX that 


_ —ͤ—œ—ʒ—3ẽ  - On EGS rr OO IO ——— P—U— —- — ——ẽ— — — oo 
- 


, , i+zz oe... ce tr vw ve hc od ©. a6. 6... 0; 


PREFACE. 


that if you are but diligent in the Exerciſe of 
this devout Study, that the Lord, whoſe Life 


is here treated, will become your Maſter and 


ix 


Inſtructor. You are not however to imagine How we 
that we can either meditate on, or recollect ought to 


every Circumſtance relating to our bleſſed Sa- 


meditate 


on what 
viour. Nevertheleſs to make the more devout Chrift 


Impreſſion upon your Mind, I ſpall relate af 
thoſe Things in the ſame Manner as if they regard to 
really had happen d, which either have in the Holy 


bappen'd, according to ſuch devout Imagina- 
tions as a pious Mind is capable of forming. 
For 'tts even in the Study of Holy Scriptures 
allowable to meditate, expound, and under- 


Hand differently as we concerve moſt expedient. - 


In this however all due Regard muſt be paid 
to the Truth of the Facts of bis Life, to his 
I 0 and divine Doctrine; and nothing 

e inconſiſtent with Faith and good Works. 
Whatever therefore I ſhall here lay down as 
acted or ſaid by Chriſt Jeſus, which cannot 
be prov'd by Scripture to be ſo done or ſaid, 
you are to take in no other Senſe than as the 
Effect of a devout Meditation: that is, in 
other Words, Take it as if I jaid: meditate 
or conſider, that Chriſt might have ſo ſaid or 
done, If therefore yon are deſirous of reaping 
Fruit from this Work, you muſt earneſtly en- 
deavour by a ſerious Attention to be preſent to 
every thing that is here written, ſaid, or 
hinted of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, And that 


with the ſame Fervour and Devotion as if 


you 


fad, or may reaſonably be believ'd to have Scripture. 
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you both heard and ſaw them, laying | 
aide for the Time all other Engagements and 

Affairs, In ſhort, beloved Reader, I beſeech 

you to accept in good Part the Pains I have 

here taken for the Honour and Praiſe of our 

Lord Jeſus, and for your ſpiritual Profit as 

well as my own, And endeavaur with all 

the Alacrity, Devotion, and Diligence you 

are Maſier of to put it in Practice. 
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CHAP. I. Sect. I. 


27 Of the Angel's Solicitation for Man's 
Redemption. 


YNANKIND having for the long 
and tedious Space of more than 
ive thouſand Years continued in 
their miſerable State of Exile, not 
one of them being able to ſhake 
off the Clog of original Sin, and 


four to his native Country, Heaven; the bleſſed 
Choir 
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Choir of angelical Spirits (effectually moved to 


Compaſſion on them, and concern'd at the 


dreadful Havock Sin had made among them. 
as well as ſolicitous to ſee the Numbers of thei in 
own heavenly Legions again compleated i y. 
as ſoon as the Fulneſs of time was come, they te 
reſolved to renew the Inſtances they had often ar 
before made to the Almighty Lord: Wherefore E 


preſenting themſelves before the awful Throne 0 
God, with redoubled Earneſtneſs and Devotion, 
they jointly proſtrated themſelves at his Feet, 
and made the following Prayer: All- merciful 
Lord ! Remember how You graciouſly vouch- 

ſafed, from the inexhauſtible Fund of your Good- 

neſs to create Man but of nothing, and td raiſc 
him above all the Works of your fublunary 
Creation, by enriching him with the eminent 
Gift of a rational Soul capable of knowing you, 
and this on purpoſe that he might become a 6 

' taker of our Felicity, and be a Means of r 

ing the Loſs we ſuſtain'd by the Fall of our re- 
probate Brethren. Yet behold, oh benign So- 
vereign, the whole Species lies ſtill involv'd in 
inextricable Ruin; out of which not one has been 
able to eſcape hither in the long Space of many 
thouſand Years. Our Enemies thence- gather 
new Matter of Triumph : Their continual 
Victories over them ſuffer not our Ruins 
to be repair'd by them; while the Priſon of 
Hell grows daily more throng'd with them : 

To what End then are they created, oh Lord ? 
Why are the Souls, that confeſs to you, deliver d 
up a Prey to Beaſts ? Pſal. lxxii. We are not 
inſenfible that this Severity perfectly agrees 
with your divine Juſtice, — Fleas, oh Lord, 

to remember, that the Time for ſhewnig your 
| Mercy 


hs | 
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Mercy is come. If the firſt Progenitors of that 
unhappy Race did inadvertently tranſgreſs thy 
Law; yet let your Mercy now repair the Injury 
in their wretched Poſterity. Be mindful that 
you created them to your own Likeneſs. Ex- 
tend then in Pity, oh God, your Hand to them, 
and repleniſh them with your Bounty. To this 
End the Eyes of all are bent en yeu, as the Eyes 
. of Servants on their Maſters, Pſal. cxxi. till you 
tion, deign to compaſſionate Mankind, and fave them 
Feet, by a plentiful Redemption. 


— 


_— 
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nent HE Angel's Addreſs concluded, Mercy 
T and Peace, ſupporting the Petition of the 

Par- Angels in Man's Behalf, pathetically pleaded 
pair- for his Redemption with the heavenly Father: 
re- While Juſtice and Truth ſeem'd to make a vi- 
So- gorous Oppoſition againſt it: Whence (for Con- 

d in templation ſake) we may, imagine a Kind of in- 
been i effable Debate to ariſe between them, as St. Ber- 
any ¶ nard relates in a beautiful and extenſive Manner. 
thor © But in this I ſhall be as conciſe as the Tenor of 
nual ¶ our Subject will permit me. For tho? in this 
uins © Treatiſe I intend often to interweave his Words 
| of with my own, yet as our preſent Purpoſe re- 
2m : quires us to avoid tedious Prolixity, I ſhall differ 
rd ? ¶ partly in the Manner of applying them. To re- 
er'd turn then tooar Subject, the Sum of his Diſcourſe, 
not in the Place above quoted, is as follows: Mercy, 
rees in the Words of the royal Prophet, ſays, Will 
Yd, ¶ Gog rejef? Man for ever, or hath the Lord for- 
our got to ſbew Mercy ? Pſal. Ixxvi. , Long and fre- 
hs | quently 
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quently importun'd with theſe and ſuch like So- 
hcitations, thus at length the Almighty may be 
ſuppos'd to have anſwer'd. Hold Mercy, be- 
fore I acquieſce to your Petitions, it becomes me, 
as an equitable Judge, to hear the Allegations 
which Juſtice and Truth have to offer againſt 


them. Whereupon the two divine Attributes | 


being ready to the Summons, Mercy thus re- 
aſſumes. Mankind, oh Lord, ſtand in need of 
thy Commiſeration, for they are become wretch- 
ed indeed, even extremely hed ; and the 
Time for ſhewing Pity is mote than come. 
Here Truth, interrupting the Plea of Mercy, 
begins: *Tis meet, oh Lord, that you fulfill 
your divine Word. Let Adam die and all his 
Race with him, ſince all in him ,impiouſly taſted 
the forbidden Fruit, Wherefore then, oh 
Lord, replies Mercy, wherefore do I ſubſiſt? If 
ou forbear for ever to commiſerate; there's an 
End of me: This thy Truth muſt acknowledge. 
Yes, rejoins Truth, but yet, oh eternal Father, 
if prevaricating Man can elude thy Sentence, what 
becomes of me? Can I, as thou haſt promis'd, 
perſiſt to Eternity? Thus the divine Pleaders 
continuing to ſupport their Suit againſt each o- 
thers the eternal Father at length remits the 
Cauſe to his Son. Before whom Mercy and 
Truth renewing their former Pleas, Truth thus 
added : I confeſs, oh Lord, that the Zeal which 
Mercy exerts in Man's Behalf is good and wor- 
thy all Praiſe : but does ſhe therein act comfor- 
mably to Juſtice in perſuading thee rather tc 
ſpare thoſe Prevaricators than me her Siſter At- 
tribute? Ah beloved Frath, replies Mercy 
rather confider, that your indignant Rige 
ſpares neither Man nor me: By refufing to com 
. | miſera . 
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miſerate him you involve me in his Deſtruction, 

eme your Siſter Mercy. But Truth, unſooth'd 

„by all that Mercy could offer, ſtill farther urg'd : 

Thou, oh Lord, art here made a Party in this 

Cauſe, and therefore it highly behoves thee not 

to ſuffer the Word of thy eternal Father to be 

made void. After this Manner perſiſted the 

divine Parties in oppoſing each other, till at 

length all-uniting Peace, with her heavenly - 
Voice interpoſing, thus addreſs'd them. Spare 

theſe Diſputes, Ye heavenly Offspring of God. 
Contention ſujts but ill ſuch kindred Virtues. 

Still the Debate was important and the Reaſons 

on both Sides ſo ſtrong and powerful, that no 

Means appear'd of reconciling Mercy and Truth 

in regard to Mankind, till the divine and 7% inefa- 
royal Judge gave to Peace, who ftood the So 
neareſt to his awful Throne, the following in- 
effable Decree to read. Whereas our eternal 
Father's divine Offspring, Truth ad Mercy, 

have laid before us their oppoſite Allegations 
concerning the Salvation or Perdition of our 

hapleſs Creature Man : The Former alledging, 

that, if the Sentence of Death paſſed upon Adam 
ſhould be revers'd, Truth muſt ceafe to be : The 

Latter inſtancing, on the other Side, that, if it is 

not revers*d, Mercy herſelf muſt be involv'd in 

the Deſtruction of Adam. Our divine Wiſdom 

ſuggeſts us a Medium to preſerve both inviolable 
and uninjur d. Let Death then be made a de- 

ſirable Good: That the Apprehenſions of all may 0 
be remov'd, and their Ends obtain d. No 
ſooner was the divine Decree pronounc'd, than 

all, Leg the Wiſdom of it, filently con- 

ſented that Adam ſhould die, yet Death be a 
Means of faving Merry to him. But hence a 


new 
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new Difficulty : How, oh inſearchable Wiſdom ? 
How, ſhall Death become a defirable Good to 
Man, when the bare Sound of it is ſufficient to 
convey Horror to the Senſe? Know, anſwers 
the heavenly Monarch, that, tho the Death of the 7 
Wicked be ſuperlatively wretched, That of the WW; 
Righteous is ineſtimably precious, and the ſure 
Entrance to eternal Life, Let one then be 
Death ens {ought out, who, tho? not by Nature ſubject 
edi, to Death, will voluntarily ſubmit to it, from a MW. 
Sin. generous Motive of diſintereſted Charity. Such 
a one, not liable to be detain'd in Subjection by 
Death, will force a Paſſage thro* it, and lead 
Captivity after him to a bleſſed State of Free- 
dom. Here all acquieſce with Pleaſure to the 
divine Propoſal ; yet where, ſay they, ſhall we 
be able to find ſuch a one? Submiſſively, how- 
ever, obſequious to the eternal Ward's Decree 
1 | without waiting a freſh Reply, due Adorations 
1 2 to the Almighty Majeſty, Both depart in 
1 earch of him: Truth reſolving to range the 
| Earth, and Mercy the wide Dominions of Hea- 
3: \ ven, according to the Words of the Prophet : 
1 Thy Mercy, oh Lord, is in Heaven, and thy Truth 
1 even to the Clouds, Pſal. xxxv. It encompaſſes 
' the Univerſe, Yet how vain, alas, their Re- 
3 ſearches! Truth, traveling round the World, 
finds no one free from Guilt, not even the In- 
fant of a Day. And Mercy in yain ſeeks, 
throughout Heaven; one who has Charity equal 
to ſo great an Undertaking. - Alas! all Man- 
kind are but inferior Servants, and - the beſt of 
them muſt, even when they act well, ſay from 
St. Luke, chap. xvii. that they are but unprofitable 
Servants. As none therefore could be found ſo n 
abounding in Charity as to lay down their Life 
I | : or 
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or ſuch uſeleſs Servants : *T'was to no purpoſe 


or Truth and Mercy to ſeek any longer. Hence 
eturn'd to the Almighty's Preſence at the ap- 
ointed Time, without the defir'd Succeſs, Peace 
ith a benevolent Countenance thus prevents 
hem. Ah! heavenly Siſters, know you not, or 
ave you forgot: That there is not one on Karth 
vho does good: No not even one, Or who in 
eaven or on Earth but He, whoſe Wiſdom 
Fave you the ineffable Advice you are endeavour- 
g to purſue, can aſſiſt you to effect it? This 
card the All-wiſe Monarch ſpoke. It repents 
e that I made Man : Yet as I have made him, 
becomes the Immenſity of my Goodneſs to do 
atisfaction for him. Wherefore calling to him 
he Angel Gabriel, Go, ſays he, and tell the 
Daughter of Sion: Behold your King comes. 
hus far from St. Bernard. Hence you may 
ze of how dangerous and fatal a Conſequence Sin 


f applying a Remedy to it. To this P 

owever the above mention'd Attributes ſeem 
eſt to accord and unite in the Perſon of God the 
on. For on one Side the Perſon of the Father, 
ing'in A ce a 8 werful 
ight ſeemingly give A 
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nd gracious, might ſeemingly give no leſs Room 
or Apprehenſion to Truth and Juſtice. - So 
at the Perſon of the Son, between both, was 
iſely accepted as Mediator in the important 
Vork. This however muſt be underſtood, not 
a ſtrict Senſe, but a myſtical and aſſum' d one. 
hus then was at length _ that great Pro- 


1 


as been and itil is, and how great the Dithculty 


ide the Perſon of the Holy Ghoſt, all-bountiful 


— * 
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phecy of the Pſalmiſt, Mercy and Truth met ti 
Fs Juſtice and Peace kiſs'd each other. Pla 
xxxiv. 


Thus much may ſuffice for a pious Medita. 


tion on what, we may devoutly conceive, migh 
probably paſs in Heaven relating to Man's Re 
demption. 
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Of the Life of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, an 


her ſeven Petitions to God. 


HE Life of the Holy Virgin (from whon 
the Son of God took Fleſh) will affori 
our Devotion ample Matter of Meditation. Vc 
are then to know, Chriſtian Reader, that: 
the third Year of her Age, ſhe was pre 
ſented in the Temple a Sacrifice to God; an 
there remain'd to the Age of Fourteen. a 
was her Method of Life in that holy Sanctuary 
during that Space of Time, we may learn fron 
the Revelations, with which ſhe favour'd a de 
vout Votary of her's: Who (as tis beliey'd 
was the glorious St. Elizabeth, whoſe ſolemt 
Feſtival the Church annually celebrates. Amon 

the Reſt the following Particulars are contain 
When my Parents (ſays our bleſſed Lady) hat 
conſecrated me in the Temple; no ſooner v 
they departed from me, than I reſolv'd in m 
own Heart to chuſe God for my Father: An 
often and devoutly ruminating what I might do t 
pleaſe God, and render myſelf agreeable in hi 
Sight, that he might vouchſafe to enrich me 
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with his Grace; I began by taking Care to be 
inſtructed iu the Divine Laws. But of all the 
divine Laws which I obſerv'd in my Heart theſe 
: three were the firſt and chief: Thou ſhalt love the 
ige Lord by Ged with all thy Heart, with all thy Soul, 
Reſſ sb all thy Spirit, with all thy Strength : Thou 
alt love thy Neighbour as thyſelf : Thou ſhalt hate 
thy Enemy. Theſe I kept in my Mind; and imme- 
diately poſſeſs'd all the Virtues compriz'd in them: 
And thus will I have you do. But the Soul 
can poſſeſs no Virtue, that has not a cordial 
Love for God. For 'tis from this Love that 
flows the Plenitude of all Grace; without which 
no Virtue can enter into, nor remain in the Soul 
but drops away like Water, unleſs due Hatred be 
conceiv'd towards its Enemies, that is, Vice and 
evil Habits. Whoever therefore is defirous of 
poſſeſſing and retaining the Grace of God muſt 
diſpoſe their Hearts to Love and Hatred, I 
will therefore that you follow my Example, and 
do as I did. I riſe conſtantly at Midnight, and 
before the holy Altar of the Temple, with all 
the Deſire, Will, and Affection I was capable 
of, and knew how to iſe, I implor'd the 
Grace of Almighty God to obſerve thoſe three 
— Commandments chiefly, and every other 
recept of his Law. And thus before the ſacred 


ver all my Heart, c. 
n mh} Secondly, The Grace neceſſary to love my 
Ani Neighbour according to his Will and Pleaſure, 
do ti and to delight in all Things that pleaſe him. 
n hy Thirdly, His Aſſiſtance to hate and ſhun every 
1 m Thing diſpleaſing to Him. ** 1 
vitt B 2 : Fourthly, 


Altar I made the following ſeven Petitions. 3% Seven 
I requeſted then Firft his Grace, to fulfil the Petitions 
Precept of Charity, that is, to love lum with . B. 
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Fourthly, Humility, Patience, Benignity, and 
Meekneſs, and every Virtue that could render 
me agreeable in his Sight. 

_ Fifthly, That he would make known to me 

the Time in which that ever bleſſed Virgin 

ſhould be born, who was to bring forth the Son 
of God : And that he would preſerve my Sight 

that I might behold her: My Tongue that J 

might praiſe her: My Hands that I might mi- 
niſter to her : My Feet that I might move in 

7 Service : And my Knees that I might adore 

the Son of God in her Womb. 

_ Sixthly, I implor'd his Grace to obey the Pre- 

and Direction of the Prieſt of the Temple. 

And Seventhly, That he would vouchſafe to 

preſerve the Temple and People in his holy Ser- 
ce. 

The Servant of Chriſt, when ſhe heard this, 
id : O moſt amiable Lady, was not you full of 
race and every Virtue? Yes, anſwer'd the 
lefled Virgin: Yet know for certain that I 
zought myſelf as void of Merit, as full of 
zuilt, and as unworthy God's Favour as you. 

For which Reaſon I continued thus aſking for In. 

Grace and Virtue. And farther, however you Nee 

may imagine me to have poſſeſs'd all the Grace S. 

I Was endow'd with, with little or no Pains : fo 

Let be aſſured that I received no one Grace, Hof 

Eift, or Virtue from Heaven without immenſe le 

2 "jr ur, inceſſant Prayer, fervent Defires, pro- pr 

bound Devotion, many Tears and much ic- Aha 

tion: Ever ſaying and thinking to the beſt of i, 

my Knopvledge and Power what was moſt agree - in 

able to him. Nor did I. receive any Bleſſing i v 

from Heaven without all this, except the ſancti- I ne 
fying Grace by which I was made Ni in the or 
5 | 0 
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Womb of my Mother. Know alſo, adds She, 
that no Grace deſcends into the Soul, but by 
Means of Prayer and Mortification. However 
when once we pay to God all the little Services 
in our Power, though they are but few; they 
are of ſuch Efficacy as to attract the Almighty 
himſelf into the Soul, and with him the moſt 
ſublime Gifts. Inſomuch that the Soul ſeems in 
ſome Meaſure to be carried out of itſelf, and for- 


gets the having done or even ſaid any Thing 


pleaſing to Heaven, and becomes more unwor- 
thy and contemptible in its own Eſteem than 
ever. Thus much may we gather from the 
above-mention'd Revelations. 

St. Hierom however, in the Account he gives 


us of her Life, adds: that it was the conſtant 


Method of the bleſſed Virgin to continue fix*d in 


Prayer from the Morning to the third Hour. 
From the third Hour to the ninth ſhe employ'd 


herſelf in manual Exerciſes. At the ninth again 
ſhe return'd to Prayer, nor ſuffer'd any Thing to 
interrupt her Devotions till calPd upon by the 
Angel who attended her, to receive her uſual 
neceſſary Refection: And even then from his 
celeſtial Converſe ſhe improv'd in the Love and 
Service of her beloved Maſter. She was ever 
found the firſt at the ſacred Vigils and Watches 
of the Temple, the moſt vers'd in the Know- 
ledg of the divine Laws, the moſt profoundly 
practisd in true Humility; the moſt ready and 
harmonious in the Royal Pſalmiſt's divine Can- 
ticles, the moſt illuſtrious in Charity, the moſt 
innocently pure, and the moſt perfect in every 
Virtue. She was immoveably conſtant in Good: 
neſs, yet was never ſeen or heard to be moroſe 
or peeviſh at the Failings of her Gompanions as 
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were leſs perfect. Every Word of her's had in 
it ſuch a ſingular Plenitude of Grace, that ſome- 


thing of Divine appear'd in all ſhe ſaid. She 


was ever perſeverant in Prayer, and the Study 
of God's Laws: And ever watchful over the 
Conduct of her Companions that none of them 
might exceed in Speech, or break out into inor- 


dinate Mirth, or diſguſt each other by Pride or 


_ offenſive Behaviour. She was ever intent on 


praiſing God: And left the Greetings, which 
neighbourly Charity oblig'd her to uſe towards 


thoſe of her own Station, ſhould in the leaſt di- 


miniſh the Praiſe due to God ; her perpetual 
Form of Salutation was : Thanks be to God. 
Hence the laudable Cuſtom of holy Men in fa- 
luting each other, to ſay, Thanks be to God. 
The Food adminiſter'd to her by the Hands of 


the Angel ſerv'd her for her own Support: And 


ſhe beſtow'd on the Poor the Portions allotted 
to her by the Prieſts of the Temple. The An- 
gel was ſeen daily coiwerſing with her, and 


' obeying her, as if ſhe were his beloved Siſter or 


Mother. Thus St. Hierom. 

In the fourteenth Year of her Age the bleſſed 
Virgin was eſpous'd to St. Foſeph by divine 
Appointment revealed to her Parents, and then 
ſhe return'd to Nazareth: concerning which you 
may ſee the particular Circumſtances in the Le- 
gend of her Birth. Such are the Subjects prop 
to meditate on, which happen'd before the In- 
carnation. Conſider them well, and take Plea- 
ſure in the Contemplation of them, committing 
them to your Memory with the utmoſt Affec- 
tion, and practiſe them with all Diligence, as 
Matters of the ſublimeſt Devotion. But let us 
now proceed to the Incarnation, 
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that is, as a mighty Sovereign, ſeated 
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CHAP. III. 


Concerning the Incarnation of Chriſt, and 


the Angelical Salutation of the bleſſed 


Virgin. 


HE N the Fulneſs of Time was come, 
and the moſt blefſed Trinity had deli- 


berated on the Means of providing for the Re- 


demption of Mankind, by the Incarnation of 


the WORD: Chriſt reſolv'd to take Fleſh of 


the bleſſed Virgin, through his immenſe Charity 
with which he loved Mankind. His Mercy 
therefore moving him, having eſpecially Regard 
to the Inſtances of the Celeſtial Spirits; when 
the bleſſed Virgin was return'd to Nazareth, 
Almighty God call'd to him the Angel Gabriel; 
and fad to him: Go to our beſt beloved 
Daughter Mary, eſpous'd to Foſeph, the deareſt 
to us of all our Creatures : And tell her that my 
Son delights in her Form, and hath choſen her 
for his Mother. Requeſt her to receive him joy- 
fully: For I have decreed to fave Mankind by 


her Means, and to blot out of my Memory the 


Injury they have done me. 


And here (gentle Reader) let me once more 


repeat my former Advice: Be mindful and take 
ſuch Notice of what you read as to render your- 
ſelf as it were preſent to every P herein re- 
lated. But particularly in this Place fix God be- 
fore your Imagination, in the beſt Manner a 
corporeal Being is capable of conceiving an Idea 
of his incorporeal Subſtance. Conceive him, 
awful 
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awful Throne, the paternal and benign Affabi- 
lity of whoſe majeſtick Countenance ſpoke in 
him a Diſpoſition towards Reconciliation, or 
rather Reconciliation itſelf : Imagine him, I ſay, 
thus diſpoſed to utter the 'above-mention'd 
Words; while Gabriel, with ſerene and chear- 
ful Aſpe&, proſtrate on his Knees in a devout 
and reverent Poſture liſtens attentive to the 
divine Embaſſy. That received, away the An- 
gelick Meſſenger haſtens from the Celeſtial Re- 
gions, and in the borrow'd Dreſs of human Sem- 
blance quick as thought preſents himſelf before 
the holy Virgin Mary, in the inmoſt Receſs of 
her little Habitation. Yet nat ſo expeditious 
was his Flight, but that the bleſſed Trinity, pre- 
venting their. Embaſſador, were in the happy 
Manſion before — 
For this you muſt take along with you; that 
2 though rnd Perſon of the Son — made 
po 4 Man, yet the whole ſacred Trinity ſteer'd in his 
the whole Incarnation. The Father and the Holy Ghoſt 
N co- operating, not unlike two Perſons (to uſe a 
vine Per- familiar Compariſon) who on each Side of a Man 
fons, that puts on a new Veſt help him to get it on, 
by holding up the Sleeves. Here then be ſpe- 
cially attentive, and as if preſent to every Thing 
that is ſaid and done, endeavour to comprehend 
every. Circumſtance paſſing. Oh, what Scope 
may not-this Subje& afford 'your devout Medi- 
tation, What Reflections may you not gather 
from that little Manſion where ſuch Perſonages 
are aſſembled, and ſuch ineſſable Myſteries 
wrought by them. For though the ſacred Tri- 
uity be undoubtedly always every where preſent ; 
yet. in this Place at this Juncture, It was pre- 
ſent in. a more ſingular and ineffable Manner has 
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uſual, on Account of the ſupernatural and un- 
ſpeakable Work then and there effected. The 
Angel Gabriel then arrived at the holy Manſion, 
and etering to the bleſſed Virgin, thus the faithful 
Proxy began his Meſſage. Hail, full of Grace ! 
the Lord is with thee: Bleſſed art thou among 
Women. To which, not a little diſturb'd at 
the extraordinary Addreſs, ſne made no Anſwer. 
Her Diſturbance however proceeded not from 
any guilty Diſorder within her: Neither could 
it be occaſion'd by the Angelical Viſion, ſuch 
Kind of Viſits being from their Frequency be- 
come familiar to her. But, to ſpeak in the 
Words of the Evangeliſt, She was diſturb'd at 
the AngePs Speech: That is, puzzled in Thought 
at the Novelty of this Salutation, ſo unlike his 
uſual Manner of Greeting her. Nor could the 
humble Virgin be other than diſturb'd at the 
triple Commendation: included in his Angelical 
Salutation. To hear herſelf commended, for 
that ſhe was full of Grace, that the Lord was 
with her, that herſelf was bleſſed above the reſt 
of her Sex, was more than one ſo rich in Humi- 
lity could hear without a Bluſh of Concern. Her 
Diſcompoſure then was wholly the Effect of a 
virtuous and becoming Baſhfulneſsz; accompanied 
with a Fear of too eafily giving into the Belief of 
what ſhe heard. Not that ſhe in the leaſt miſ- 
truſted the Angel's Veracity; but | becauſe tis 
ever the Faculty of the truly humble to tend to 
Perfection, by examining into, and magnifying their 
Defects while they either remain wholly inſenfible 
of any Merit in themſelves, or ſee it thro* the 
lefſening: End of the Perſpective. Thus as be- 
comes a prudent, fearful, and modeſt Virgin, 
our bleſſed Lady remain'd ſilent, returning no 

Anſwer 
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Anſwer to the Angelical Salutation; as if un- 
knowing what to reply. Learn from her Ex- 
ample the Study and Practice of Silence: A 
Virtue of the greateſt Utility to- ſuch as are en- 
dow'd with it. The Vice contrary to which is 
ſo odious in all, but eſpecially in Women, and | 
more in young Ones and Virgins ; that this 
ſacred Patern of Modeſty could not prevail on 
herſelf to make any Anſwer till ſhe had heard 


the Angel twice utter his myſterious Meſlage ; 


nor even then could ſhe have reſolved to break 
thro' her wonted Silence, but that the ſacred 
Meſſenger appriz'd of the Cauſe of her Deſpon- 
dency encourag'd her in the following Words : 
Fear not, Mary, nor be concern'd at the En- 


comiums I render you. Why ſhould your Mo- 
deſty bluſh to receive the Praiſes juſtly due to 


you? You are not only full of Grace yourſelf, 


but even born to be the Means of reſtoring all 
Mankind to the Grace of God, which they had 
loſt. For behold you ſhall conceive and bring 
forth the Son of the Moſt High, who has choſen 
you to be an Inſtrument of the Salvation deſtin'd 
to all who put their Truſt in him. This ſaid 
the bleſſed Virgin, waving the Subject of her 
Praiſes, was ſolicitous to know the Manner in 
which all this could be done : Which ſhe could 
not but be anxious about on Account of her 
Virginity, which ſhe was reſolv'd never to 

with, Wherefore ſhe requeſted the Angel to 
acquaint her with the Manner of, the Concep- 
tion, in the following Words : How ſhall this 
be effected upon me who have dedicated myſelf 


to God in a Vow of perpetual Virginity ? *T'will 


be done (replied the Angel) by the fingular and 
ineffable Operation of the Holy —_— b 
"A whoſe 
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whoſe Power 1 will be repleniſh'd, and con- 


Ex- ceive without Prejudice to your Virginity : And 

A therefore will your Son be called the Son of 
en- God. For nothing is to him impoſſible. In 
1 is Wproof of which know that by the ſame Power of 


ind God your Kinſwoman Elizabeth, tho? old and 

this @ barren, is now fix Months gone in her Preg- 

on nancy of a Male Child. 

ard Here conceive yourſelf in the divine Preſence, 

ge; and contemplate how the bleſſed Trinity, gra- 

eak ciouſly waiting the Anſwer and Conſent of their 

red beloved Daughter, were delighted to behold her 

on- graceful Decency of Behaviour, and the Comeli- 

as: neſs of her Expreſſions. With what Wiſdom and 

En- Attention the Angel employs his heavenly Elo- 

o- quence to perſuade her, and with what Sweet- 
to i neſs, Reverence, and Affability he bends before 
elf, her as his awful Miſtreſs, faithfully executing his 

al! Embaſſy, and attentively obſerving her Words, 
had to reply to them in a Manner becoming her Dig- . 
ing IJ nity, his Office, and the Will of the Almighty. 
fen And finally with what a becoming Degree of 
ind Deportment, mix'd with a graceful Baſhfulneſs 
ſaid of Countenance, ſhe receives the ſudden and ſur- 

her |} prifing Meſſage without being elated by it: But 
in attributes wholly to the divine Grace the won- 
md © derful Encomiums beſtow'd on her, tho? ſuch as 

her were never given to any Mortal beſides. 

Conſider attentively this, and learn from ſo Chai 

wx great a Pattern to behave with Modeſty and Hu- 2 
ep- mility: Without which Purity itſelf is of little 4 
this Signification. But to return to our Subject. mility is 
ſelf The bleſſed Virgin, after hearing the fore- 9 d, 
will mention'd Words of the Angel, with Prudence 3 
and equal to the reſt of her Conduct, gave her Con- 
b ſent: And (as her Revelations declare) * 
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with her Hands join'd in a devout Poſture faid : 
Behold the Handmaid of our Lord: Be it done 
to me according to thy Word. In the fame in- 
dividual Inſtant the Son of Gop paſs'd intire into 
the Virgin's Womb, took Fleſh of her, and til] 
remain'd intire in the Efſence of his Father. 
However you may for Piety's Sake imagine, 
that the Son of God undertaking this laborious 
Embaſly of Obedience reclined and recommended 
himſelf to the Father, and that in the ſame In- 
ſtant his Soul was created and infuſed into the 
Womb of his Mother : Where he was at once a 
perfect Man as to all the Parts of his Body, but 
as to his Life of a very diminute Exiſtence ; fo 
that tho* he afterwards grew in the Womb as 
naturally as other Children are wont to do ; yet 
he receiv*d not like them any Increafe of Facul- 
ties in his Soul, or Diverſity in Limbs : Being 
then as perfect God and perfect Man, as wiſe and 


as powerful as he is now. But to return to the 
Angel: Gabriel, to accompany the bleſſed Virgin 


in her Devotion, kneel'd awhile, and then, riſing, 
foundly bent himſelf to her in a reſpectful 
anner to take his Leave, after which he va- 
niſh*'d immediately. The bleſſed Virgin now 
alone all in Raptures, and more than uſually en- 
flamed with the Love of God, . 0 to be ſen- 
fible of her Pregnancy. Wherefore throwing 
herſelf again upon her Knees, ſhe return'd God 
Thanks for ſo great a Favour, and with moſt 
humble and fervent Inſtance beſtech'd him to 
vouchſafe her the Inſtructions neceſſary to ren- 
der her capable of acting her Part by her Son 

free from any Defe& or Imperfe&ion. 
Meditate then on the Greatneſs of this Day's 
Solemnity. Let your Heart rejoice: And the 
| a Day 
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Day be crown'd with holy Mirth: A Day 
hitherto unheard of fince the Beginning of Time : 
A Day devouted to the Honour of God the Fa- 
ther, who celebrates the Nuptials of his Son, 
eſpous'd to human Nature which he has inſepe- 
rably united to himſelf. A Day Sacred to the 
Wedding of the divine Son, and to his Entrance 
into the Virginal Womb, thro' which he is to paſs 
into the World. A Day ſolemn to the Holy Ghoſt 
by whoſe ſingular and wonderful Co-operation the 
Work of the Incarnation was effected; and 
whoſe extraordinary Benignity, this Day, began 
to ſhew itſelf to Mankind A Day of Glory to 
our bleſſed Lady, who on the ſame was ac- 
knowledg'd and aſſum'd by the Father for a 
Daughter; by the Son, for a Mother; by the 
Holy Ghoſt for a Spouſe : A Day of Rejoici 

to the whole heavenly Choir, on Account — 
the Work of their Reparation commencing from 
it; but more eſpecially to Mankind on Account 
of their Salvation, Redemption, and Reconei- 
lation 3 for on this Day properly was the whole 
human Nature exalted and deified. On this 
Day the Son ſubmitted to the new Command of 
his Father in the Work of our Salvation: On 
this Day, coming forth from the higheſt Hea- 
yens, he exulted like @ Giant in the Race, and 
center'd in the virgmal Garden of his Mother's 
Womb : On this Day he was made one of us, 
and becoming qur Brother, he to ſoj 
among us. On this Day the true Light de- 
ſcended from Heaven to expel away our Dark- 
neſs, and diſperſe the Clouds of our Ignorance: 
On this Day the Bread of Life, which enlivens 
the World, was: truly perfected in the ſacred 
Encloſure of the virginal Womb; and the Word 
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was made Fleſh to dwell amongſt us. Laſtly, 
On this Day the long continued Cries of the holy 
Patriarchs and Prophets were heard, and their 
fervent Deſires fully accompliſh'd. They cried 
aloud, with Earneſtneſs not to be expreſs'd, 
and ſaid, Send forth, O Lord, the Lamb, 


the Ruler of the Earth. Iſa. xvi Drop Dew | 


ye Heavens from above, and let the Clouds rain 
the Juſt. Chap. xlv. FHWould, O God, thou 
would'ſt burſt the Heavens aſunder, and deſcend. 
Chap. lxiv. Lord, incline thy Heavens, and de- 
ſcend. Pſal. cxliii. Shew us thy Face, and we ſhall 
be ſaved. Ibid. Ixxix. Theſe, with infinite others 
of like Nature (to be ſeen in holy Writ) were 
their repeated Inſtances for the Approach of 
this ſolemn Day, whith oy ſo arddently ex- 

This Day gave the firſt Beginning 
to every joyful Solemnity; and is the only 
true Source of all our real Happineſs. For 
though - hitherto Almighty God has been 
juſtly incenſed againſt Mankind, for the Tranſ- 
greſſion of their firſt Progenitors ; yet from 
this Time. his Anger againſt them ſhall ceaſe 
at the Sight of his only Son made Man 
for their Redemption. Hence is this Day 
ſo juſtly ſtiled the Fulneſs of Time; that is, a 
Time of Grace and Redemption ts Man. And 
hence alſo may we deem the wonderful Great- 
neſs of this moſt ſolemn and ineffable Miſtery, 
where all is profitable and ſweet, all is gay and 
decent, all is pleafing and deſirable; in a Word, 
where all is ſo ſublimely ſacred that it requires 
our inmoſt Devotion to treat of it, our pureſt 
Tranſports to folemnize it, and our profoundeſt 
Veneration to adore it. Let ſuch then be the 
Heads of your Meditation; make them ary 
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7% of all your Pleaſure; and chuſe them for your 

frequent and favourite Amuſement. For who 
knows but the Lord may recompence your pious 
ied Practice with more ample Scenes of heavenly 
va, Knowledge? 
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47. Our Bleſſed Lady viſits her Couſin St. Eliza- 
beth, in whoſe Houſe the Magnificat and 
Benedictus were compoſed. 


UR blefſed Lady, having conceived by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and the Incarnation of 
the Son of God being fully accompliſhed in her 
ſacred Womb, recalling to Mind what the An- 
gel had told her concerning her Couſin .Eliza- 
eth, ſhe reſolved to viſit her; and this not 
merely to congratulate with her on her happy 
Pregnancy, but rather to aſſiſt her at her ap- 
proaching Delivery. Wherefore, in Company 
with her beloved Spouſe St. Foſeph, ſhe imme- 
diately ſet out on her Journey from the little 
City of Nazareth, towards the Houſe of St. 
Elizabeth, which was near Feruſalem, and about 
ſeventy Miles diſtant from Nazareth. Neither 
the Length of the Journey, nor the Labours 
of the Way could deter her from her pious Re- 
3 z but without Delay ſhe went on with 
8 that ſhe might not appear A- 
N.eor was She, fike other — her 
Condition, in the leaſt burden'd by. the divine In- 
fant ſhe bore in her Womb: No, her ſacred 
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Load was no Incumbrance to her. And now 
by the Way accompany in Mind this bleſſed 
Couple. The ever-glorious Virgin, Queen of 
Heaven and Earth, with her beloved Spouſe, 
proceeds on her Journey; not on a pamper'd | 
Horſe, or gilded Carr, not eſcorted by a 
military Band of arm'd Soldiers, not trium- 
phant amidſt a pompous Crowd of Nobles, 
not ſurrounded with a glittering Tribe of courtly 
Damſels. Poverty, Humility, Modeſty with 
every graceful Virtue were all their Train. The 
Lord of Hoſts indeed was her inſeparable Com- 
ion, attended by his glorious Court far out- 
ſhining all the Splendour of the vainly pompous 
Sons of Earth. Come at length to their Jonr- 
ney's End, ſhe enter'd the Houſe of Zachary, . 

and. finding there her Couſin Elizabeth, ſaluted | 
her, ſaying 3 Hail my dear Couſin Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth vehemently animated by the Holy 
Ghoſt, with Tranſports of Joy, ſtrait aroſe, and 
tenderly embracing her, cried aloud: Bleſſed art 

thou among ſt - Women, and bleſſed is the Fruit of | 
thy Womb. - And whence is this to me, that the 
Mother of my Lord doth come to viſit me. 
Luke i. The Words of the Salutation were no 
ſooner graciouſly utter'd by our bleſſed Lady, 
than they pierced even to the Bowels of St. Eli. 
zabeth, ing both Mother and Son with 
the divine Spirit. Nor was the Mother inflam- 
ed before her Son, but he; firſt repleniſh'd him- 
{elf, -replenifh'd alſo his Parent ; not operating 
any Thing new: within her, but rather meriting 
that ſomething-Divine ſhould be ht with- 
in her Soul, by the Operation of the . Holy 
Ghoſt : Inſomuch that the Grate of the holy 
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as She outwardly perceived the Preſence of the 
oly Virgin, He inwardly was affected by the 
pproach of his Lord. Wherefore He exulted- 
Wor Joy, and She prophecied. Confider hence 
df how great Force and Efficacy muſt the 
ords of the bleſſed Virgin be, that the Holy 


he bare Utterance of them. For She herlelf was 
o copiouſly filled with Him, that the ſame divine 


he Spirit in and through her, repleniſhed others, 
m- Mrne 1 Mary, after hearing the Salutation 
- pf Elizabeth, , replied thus to her: My Soul doth 


napnify our Lord, and my Spirit hath rejoiced in 


icle. This, ended they both prepare to fit down: 
When a holy Contention aroſe between them, 


oy. ot occaſion'd by ceremonious Inſincerity, but 
— rom an inborn Humility. The ſacred Virgin 


rreateſt in that Virtue, as well as in Dignity, 
ould” have ſeated herſelf below Elizabeth, at 
er Feet; and Elizabeth. conſcious of the Ma- 
ſy of her Gueſt, would have placed herſelf 
eneath her's. But at length, both modeſtly 
ielding to each other, they ſeated themſelves 
ogether fide by fide. The pious Debate was 
cceeded by equally pious Greetings, and mutual 


eld, giving the Glory of it to God, and 
rowning the Day, with divine Praiſes and 
hankſgiving for the Sovereign and ineffable 
leſſings received. Our bleſſed Lady continued 
ith Elizabeth the Space of three Months, help- 
g and aſſiſting her as far as ſhe was able, with 
Devotion, Hamiiey and Veneration, ſeem- 


nd He firſt was ſenſible of its bleſſed Effects. Thus 


Jhoſt ſhould deign to communicate himſelf at 


od my Saviour, with the reſt of that divine Can- 


nterrogations concerning the Myftery of each 
ther's Conception, which each to the other re- 
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ing to forget the Greatneſs of her * Dignity, 
and that was choſen Mother of God, and 


the Sovereign Queen of the World. Oh, What 
a heavenly Houſe; what bleſſed Chambers 
What an immaculate Bed was that, which con- 
tain'd ſuch ſacred Parents, pregnant with ſuch | 
Elizabeth, Jeſus and 
John, guarded and eue by thoſe truly great 


celeſtial Infants: Mary and 


and 9 Men, Joſeph 4— Zachaxy. When 
Elizabeth's Time was expired ſhe was happily 
delivered of a Son, which our bleſſed Lady re- 
ceived in her Arms, and carefully adde 
performing with virginal Tenderneſs the ne- 
ceſſary little Offices ſuitable to the Occaſion, 
The Infant, as if acquainted with the Ma- 
jeſty of his facred Nurſe, fixed his Eyes ſted- 
faſtlx on her, ſo taken with her Beauty, that 
when ſhe deliver'd him again to his Mother He 
ſtill looked towards her as if he could take de- 
light 1 in her alone; while ſhe dn che other ſide 
continued graciouſly playing with him, em 
bracing him, and cheriſhin Fm with her 2 
venly Lips. What Excels of Honour was not 
this for St. Jahn! What pure Mortal, beſides 

himfelf, was ever bleſſed vir ſuch a Nurſe? 

Yet this is yot the ofily great Privilege he en- 
Joy'd. Many others might be named, were they 
not foreign to apr preſent Purpoſe. 

On the eighth Day the Child was circumciſed, 
and called Jabn. Then was the 7 — of Za- 
chary open d, and he prophecied, faying : Ble/ 
fed iis 4 Lord God of Iſrael, &c. Ts were 
the 4 wn nel Benediftus W two ſub- 

uti nticles, compoſed in this 
Hd. In the mean time, while the latter Wa. 
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being gazed on by the Men who were preſent, 
on Account of the Ceremony; retired in a 
ſecret Part of the Chamber, where, unſeen, ſhe 
could hear what paſs d; and there devoutly 
liſten d to the Prophecies utter d concerning her 
divine Son: Carafully and wiſely depoſiting the 
whole in her Heart. At length; taking leave of 
Elizabeth and Zachary, and giving her Bleſſing 
to John, She returns to her own humble Hahita- 
tion at Nazareth, Here again, devout Reader, 


contemplate her Poverty in another r | 


returns Home : But to what Home o a 


Home unprovided with Meat or Drink: To a 


Home deſtitute of every Neceſſary of Life. But 


this were a lender Diſcomfort, had ſhe either 


Eſtate or Money, or other Means to procure 
her a chearful Reſidence there. But, alas! that 
ſhe is a Stranger to. She has remained now 
three Months with her Relations, probably in 


no mean Circumſtances : And yet now; not with 
"regret, but chearfully of her own accord She re- 
-M treats to her former State of Poverty, and to 
gain a narrow Subſiſtance with her own Hands. 


Oh, Chriſtian Soul, compaſſionate ſuch Great- 


ness, in ſuch great Diſtreſs: And learn from 
ſo great an Example the Poverty of Spirit you 


ought to have. 
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How St. Joſeph thought of diſmiſſing the | 
bleſſed Virgin; and how God ſuffers his 


Beloved to be afflicted. 


HE N our bleſſed Lady and her Spouſe | 
had been ſome time at Home, and Feſus | 
had viſibly grown in his Mother's Womb, St. | 


Foſeph could not but perceive the Pregnancy of 
this heavenly Parent, which, with the Conſcioul- 
neſs of his own Purity, ſtung his Soul to the 
Quick with immoderate Grief, If it ſhould ſeem 


ſtrange to You that Chriſt would have his Mo- 


ther eſpouſed, notwithſtanding ſhe was to remain 
always a Virgin; there are three very natural 
Reaſons to be aſſigned. Firft, That her Preg- 
nancy might not ſubje& her to Infamy. Second- 
ly, That the Care and Company of a Man 
might guard her from Inſults. Thirdly, That 
the Veil of Marriage might elude the Devil's 
Enquiry into the My of the Incarna- 
tion. ; 

Joſeph then frequently obſerved his Spouſe, 
but never without Grief and Confufion, nor 
could he help ſhewing his Concern in the Diſtur- 


bance of his Countenance; often turning his 


Eyes from her as from a Crimiral, whom he 
ſuſpected of Adultery. Hence learn how God 
permits thoſe, whom he loves, to be afflicted 
in this Life, and how he prepares them for the 
Crown of Glory by Means of Temptation. 
Amidſt 


* 
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Amidſt his Concern, however, he was not 
ſo loſt to Moderation but that he was contriving 
how to diſmiſs her privately, without Hurt to her 
Perſon or Reputation. Here it may-be truly 
ſaid that his Praiſe is in the Goſpel : *Tis there 
ſaid that He was a juſt Man: And great indeed 
does his Virtue appear on this Occafion. For 
tho* commonly ſpeaking the greateſt Provoca- 
tion a Man has to Shame, Grief, and Exceſs of 
Madneſs, is the Infidelity of his Wife; yet he 
knew ſo well to moderate his Paſſions by Vir- 


tue, that he would not ſo much as accuſe a 


Wife whom he thought” Guilty : But choſe pa- 
tiently to ſtifle the Injury, and rather to con- 

uer by Goodneſs, than overcome by Revenge : 
And being too juſt not to deſire to ſeparate from 
a Criminal, he was likewiſe too merciful not to 
ſpare the Reputation of one, who was to be pi- 
tied if frail. 

Nor was our bleſſed Lady without her Share. 
of Tribulation : She could not but obſerve his 
Diſturbance ; and could not but be diſturb'd 
with it herſelf. Neverthleſs She humbly kept 
Peace, and conceal'd the Gift of God, rather 
chuſing to be reputed a Sinner than to reveal the 
divine Secret, and fay That of herſelf which 
might be diſcrediteꝗ as an empty Boaſt, contri- 
ved to palliate a Offence. © All her Recourſe 
was to God, beſeeching him to apply his heal- 
ing Balm of Comfort to the troubled Souls of 
herſelf and Spouſe. Hence gather what inex- 
preſſible Grief and Anxiety theſe two bleſſed 
Perſonages were in! But the ſame Lord, who 
wiſely itted them to be tried, mercifully re- 
lieved them both in Time of Need, ſending an 
Angel to Jeſepb in a Dream; to inform him 

| that 


of Majeſty condeſcended to ſtoop to ſo humble 
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that his Spouſe had conceived by Virtue of the 
. Holy Ghoſt, and that he ſhould lay aſide all | 


Thoughts af leaving her; and ordering him to 


diſtruſt her no more but to remain with her in | 
all Love, Peace, and Alacrity. Thus their | 
Diſquiet cealing a ſovereign Conſolation took | 


Place in their Breaſts. And the ſame would 
happen to us, if we knew how to arm ourſelves 
with Patience in the Day of Trial: For *tis a 
never failing Effect of the divine Bounty to calm 
the Breaſts of ſuch as behave with Courage in 
the Tempeſt of Afffiction. Nor ought we in 
the leaſt to doubt it; for He is too tender of his 
Ele& to ſuffer them to undergo the leaſt Tribu- 
lation but what tends to their Advantage. 

St. Foſeph after this enquired modeſtly into 
the Particulars of this miraculous Conception, 
which the humble Virgin faithfully related to 
him : And he remain'd thenceforward with his 
bleſſed Spouſe with utmoſt Joy and Content. 
Thus both jointly rejoiced in their common Po- 
verty, He taking the tendereſt Care of her, and 
cheriſhing her with chaſte Affection, and She ho- 
nouring him with modeſt Confidence and ſpot- 
leſs Love. 

In the mean Time Jeſus remain'd encloſed in 
his Mother's Womb, like other Children during 
the Space of nine Months, patiently and benign- 
ly waiting the due Time. Reflect then and 
com nate him, who for your Sake reduced 
himſelf to ſo abje& a State of Humiliation. How 
much then ought not we to endeavour. poſſeſſing 
this Virtue ! And how little does it become us to 
follow our Ambition, and to ſwell with the yain 
Defire of Reputation and Fame, when the Lord 
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a State! Can we ever make a ſufficient Acknow- 
ledgment to him for this ſecond Proof he gives 


us, in this tedious Impriſonment, of the Exceſs of 


his Love for us ? At leaſt let us make him a cor- 


dial Acknowledgment of it, and with the utmoſt 


Fervour of our Hearts return him Thanks, for 
having choſen us from among the reſt of Chri- 
ſtians to make him the ſlender Retribution of re- 
treating from the Vanities bf the World to at- 
tend to his Service. *Tis true we owe it wholly 
to the Gift of his divine Grace, not to any Merit 
of ours; and yet he is pleaſed to look upon it as 
highly acceptable and grateful. Nor ought a 
Chriſtian's Retreat to be deem'd a Puniſhment, 
but a Safe-guard. For being fafely placed with- 
in our pious Retirement, the impoiſon'd Darts, 
or tempeſtuous Waves of this profligate World 
in vain attempt to reach us, unleſs we raſhly 
approach them. Let us then with all our 
Power, and with the greateſt Purity of Heart, 
endeavour to enjoy the Bleſſing, by — Sou 
our Thoughts, and abſtracting our Minds from 
all that is tranſitory. For little will it avail for 
the Body to be ſeparated from worldly Com- 
merce, while the Mind or Heart remams at- 
tached to it. 

Learn likewiſe to compaſſionate our Lord Jeſus 
for this, that from the Moment of his Concep- 
tion to that of his Death his Suffermgs were con- 


tinual, inaſmuch as he knew that his divine 


Father, whom he infinitely loved, was and 


would be diſhonour'd and poſtponed to the 


meaneſt of his Creatures ; and inaſmuch as he 
ſaw thoſe unhappy Souls (which were created 
to his own Likeneſs, and which he compaſſio- 
nately loved) miſerably and almoſt univerſally 
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plunge themſelves in their own Damnation. 
And his Affliction and Torture was ſo much 
ſuperior to his bodily Sufferings, as it was the 


* Cauſe of them. For the Latter he ſubmitted 


to only to remove the Former. What plentiful 
and rich Proviſions of ſpiritual Food are here 
laid before You for Contemplation ! Taſte them 
then: And if you wiſh to reliſh perfectly the 
Sweetneſs of them; partake of them with 
Frequency, Diligence, and Devotion. 
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An VI, 
Of the Nativity of Jeſus Chriſt, 


H E Term then of nine. Months, 
from the Time of the Conception of 
our bleſſed Redeemer, being near expired, an 
Edict was publiſhed by the Emperor Auguſtus 


Ceſar, throughout all his Dominions, where- 


by he ordered all his Subjects to repair to the 
reſpective Places of their Birth, there to have 


their Names enroll'd. In Conformity to which, 


Joſeph, being a Native of Bethlehem, prepared 
to go thither: And N that the Time 


drew near for his beloved Spouſe to bring 
forth her bleſſed Son, he reſolved upon tak- 
ing her along with them. Here a ſecond 
Time qur, bleſſed Lady undertakes. a Fatigu- 
ing Journey: The City of Bethlehem being 
within five or fix Miles of Feru/alem, and near 
ſeventy diſtant - from Nazareth. All they 
took with them was an Ox and an Aſs, with 
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which they travelled on in the lowly Ap- 
ce of ſuch who deal in that kind of Ani- 
mals. Come at length to the City of Rethlebem, 
they found there ſo great a Multitude of People 
who had reſorted thither, from all Parts, on the 
ſame Qccafion ; that by Reaſon of their extreme 
Poverty and Diſtreſs, they found no Reception 
he Wfor themſelves in the Inn. Here let Tender- 
th Wneſs excite you to Compaſſion towards the au- 
guſt Perſonage of this young and delicate Virgin. 
Conſider her at the Age of fifteen, wearied with 
the Labours of a tedious Journey, confuſed, 
terrified, - and abaſh'd amidit a crouded Popu- 
lace ; She ſeeks, to no Purpoſe, a Place of Ref: 3 
and, every where refuſed Admittance for herſelf 
ind Spouſe, is at laſt reduced to recur for Shel- 
er to a homely Shed, the uſual Refuge of Per- 
ſons ſurpriſed by ſudden Storms of Rain. In 
his Place we may ſuppoſe St. Foſeph, who was 
by Profeſſion a Carpenter, might probably have 
made a kind of Partition, or _—_— Encloſure for 
hemſelves, in which he fixed a Rack and Man- 
er for the Conveniency of their Beaſts. And 
the ow let me earneſtly intreat you to be ſedulouſly 
attentive to every Thing that paſſes, concerning 
his Subject, chiefly: becauſe what I am now go- 
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me Man of undoubted Credit, to whom ] believe it 
ing Nyyas revealed by the bleſſed Virgin herſelf. 
ak- The expected Hour of the Birth of the Son 


od being come, on Sunday towards Midnight 


ing fecently reſted herſelf againſt a Pillar ſhe found 
ear here: Joſeph in the mean Time fate penſive 
hey nd ſorrowful; perhaps, becauſe he could not 
vith Prepare the — Accommodations for her. 


But 


ng to relate, I had from a devout- and holy 


he holy Virgin, riſing from her Seat, went and 
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But at length he aroſe too, and taking what 


Ha 


Womb, was without Hurt or Spaſm to her, 
transferr'd in an Inſtant from thence, to the 
humble Bed of Hay that was prepared for him 
at her Feet. His holy Mother, haſtily ſtooping 


down, took him up in her Arms, and tenderly | 


embracing him laid him in her Lap; then thro! 


Inſtinct of the Holy Ghoſt, ſhe began to waſh and Þ 


bathe him with her facred Milk, with which ſhe 


was moſt amply ſupplied from Heaven: This done, 
ſhe took the Veil from off her Head, and wrap-! 
ing him in it, carefully repoſed him in the Man- 


ger. Here the Ox and the Aſs, kneeling down, 
and laying their Heads over the Manget, gently 
breathed upon him; as if endow'd with Reaſon, 
they were ſenſible, that thro? the Inclemency of 
the Seaſon, and his poor Attire, the bleſſed In- 
fant ſtood in Need of their Aſſiſtance to warm 
and cheriſh him. Then the holy Virgin throw- 
ing herſelf on her Knees, adored him, and ren- 
dering Thanks to God, faid: My Lord and 
heavenly Father, I return thee moſt cordial 
Thanks, that thou haſt vouchſafed of thy Boun- 
ty to give me thy only Son; and I praiſe and 
worſhip thee, O eternal God, together with 
thee, O Son of the living God, and mine. 
Joſeph likewiſe paid him Adoration at the 
ſame Time: After which he ſtripp'd the Aſs of 
his Saddle, and ſeparating the Pillion from it, 
he placed it near the Manger for the bleſſed Vir- 


in to fit on; but ſhe, ſeating herſelf with her I 


ace towards the Crib, made Uſe of that home- 
- ly 


y he could find in the Manger, he diligent. 
2 it at our Lady's Feet, and then mo- 

ly retired to another Part. Then the eter. WF 
nal Son of God, 8 from his Mothers 
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ly Cuſhion only to lean on. In this Poſture the 
ueen of Heaven remained ſome time immove- 
bly, keeping her Eyes and Affections ſteadily 
red on her beloved Son. Thus far of the 
er aL ove- mentioned Revelations. 
er, After that our bleſſed Lady had reveal'd this 
the to her devout Votary, ſhe diſappear'd, and there 
um Jremain'd with him an Angel of God, who ſpoke 
ing many great Things to her ſacred Praiſe z and 
the ſame were again related to me, which 1 
we neither Capacity of repeating nor retain- 


ding. 
the You have hitherto, Chriſtian Reader, been 
ne, Mpreſent at the ſacred Birth of the Son of God, 
ap- Wd beheld the happy Delivery of the Queen of 


eaven, and may have diſcovered, in both theſe 
yſteries, the true Practice of ſtrict Poverty, in 
he extreme Penury and Want of many Thi 


tl 

A neceſſary. This moſt ſublime Virtue the Lord 
y of of Heaven and Earth firſt brought to its true 
In- Luſtre. This is that Evangelical Pearl to obtain 


hich we muſt ſpare no Coſt, but muſt purchaſe 


and ſure Foundation neceſſary to ſupport the 
whole ſpiritual Fabrick. For the Soul be- 


Goods, is thereby render'd uncapable 


God. In relation to this St. Francis thus ſays : 
You are to know, Brethren, that Poverty is the 
the {ſpiritual Way that leads to Salvation, as it were 

* nutrimental Sap of Humility, and the 
1 it, Source of all Perfection; the Fruit of which is 
Vir- Rconceal'd from, and unknown to many. It 
her ought then to be a Subject of Confuſion to us 
me- that we endeavour not with all our Strength to 


ly | | | em- 


it at the Expence of all we have. This is the firſt 


ing here clogg'd with the Weight of 2 8 
raiſing itſelf on high, and freely aſcending to 
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embrace it, but on the coutrary, load ourſelves | 
with the Surcharge of many ſuperfluous and un- | 
neceſſary Things, when the Lord-of Heaven, | 
and tbe bleſſed Virgin his Mother, were with 


the greateſt Perfection moſt ſtrict Obſervers of 


it. Hence, St. Bernard ſays, the Practice of 
this Virtue-is a Jewel which the Facility of ob- 
taining has render'd of little Value in the Efteem 
of Mankind. The Son of God, being deſirous of 
this Virtue, - deſcended from Heaven among us, | 
that he might become capable of practiſing it | 


himſelf, and of rendering it dear to us by the 
Eſteem he ſet upon it. Embelliſh thy Heart 
then as a worthy Sanctuary of thy heavenly 
Spouſe, with the Virtues of a profound Humi- 
lity and ſtrict Poverty: Theſe are the ſwaddling 
Clothes he takes greateſt Delight in, and theſe 
he prefers (as the bleſſed Virgin witneſſes) to the 
Mantles of of the richeſt Brocades. Adorn thy 
Soul with them, oh Chriſtian Reader! and make 
a Sacrifice to God of the Vanity of pompous At- 
tire, better ſuiting the Pride of Heathens, than 
the humble Profeſſion of Chritians. Thus far 
St. Bernard. And again, in his Sermon on the 
Nativity, he ſays; Almighty God at length 
comforts his People. Would you know who 
are his People? Hear then the Man according 
to God's own Heart: To thy Care (ſays, he) the 


Poor is committed, Pfal. 9. And as Chriſt adds 


in the Goſpel, Wo unto you that are Rich; for 


you have received here your Conſolation, Luke 2, Nici 


And how indeed can they expe& from him any 
Comfort, who have placed their Comfort elſe- 
where? The tender Infancy of Feſus Chriſt is 
no Comfort tothe Loquacious and evil Promoters 


of idle Diſcourſe ; his Tears conveigh no com- 
- fortable 
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ortable Harmony to thoſe who are inclined to 
nordinate Laughter and trivial Mirth. They, 
hoſe Glory is to ſhine in gay Apparel, receive 
o Comfort from the Poverty and Meanneſs of 
is Attire, nor does his humble Stall, and home- 
of Ny Manger, coutribute the leaſt Conſolation to 
b- uch, whoſe Ambition is to fill the firſt Seats, 
m and hold the chiefeft Dignities in Church or 
of Ptate. The joyful Tidings of the eternal Light, 
a8, Peing ſprung forth, was firſt carried to the poor 
it Phepherds, who were carefully watching their 
he locks, and it was ſaid, that ae Them a Sa- 
jour vas born; that is, unto the Poor, the In- 
duſtrious, and Labouring; not unto You, oh 


ni- Rich, who lull'd with Eaſe, and ſwelPd with 
ng MPower and Plenty, have here your Fill of Con- 
ele {Molation. Thus St. Bernard. 


the ¶ In this ſame Nativity of the Son of God, we may 
hy Rike wiſe contemplate a moſt profound Humility 
Ake {which is evidently remarkable, both in the Mo- 
\t- ther and her bleſſed Son. They diſdain'd not 


x Stall for their Habitation, a Wad of Hay for 
heir Bed, dumb Creatures for their Companions, 
th every Thing . about them that ſeemed 


ver with the greateſt Perfection, practiſed this 


ing Virtue, and in every the moſt minute Action of 
the their whole Lives ſtrongly recommended it to 
dds us. Let us then, by ſerious Endeayours, apply 
for Ppurſelves to the Study of it, and be earneſtly ſo- 


e 2, Neitous of embracing it, becauſe without it there 
any Is no Salvation. None of all our Actions can 
Ife- Pe pleaſing to God, if joined with Pride: 


Occaſion of that unhappy Change. among the 


owly, mean, and contemptible : Each of them, 


For, according to St. Auguſtine, Pride was the 


N Spirits, transforming them from — 
' gels 
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gels of Light into Devils ; whereas Humilitv, 
raiſing Mankind above their Nature, transſorm- 
ed them unto the State of Angels. Hence St. 
Bernard makes the following Query: What! 
ought Mankind to be, whaſe happy Lot is to 
repair the vacant Seats of the reprobate Angels! 
Pride once invaded that heavenly Kingdom, it} 
ſhook its Walls, and, in great Meaſure, partly} 
undermmed them. What — follows from We 
hence, but that ſo peftiferous a Vice is become pb 
odious — Goon and the worſt of all Abo- % 
mipations ? Be aſſured, Brethren, that he, who 'T 
ſpared not the Angels for their Pride, will not Pl 
ſeyerely to chaſtiſe Mankind: For he never 
acts inconſiſtently, but is perfectly conforraable an 
in all his Works. 

Laſtly, Contemplate in this divine Prole and his T 
ſacred Parent, but more eſpecially in the Infant 
Zefus, that more than ordinary Anguifh which | 
piereingly affected their tender Hearts. Concern- of 
ws which St. Bernard again ſays: The Son la 

God being to be born, in whoſe Power it de 
was to chuſe whateven Time he pleaſed, made 
Chaice of that Time which: was moſt afffict- m 
iT Sends. and tarmenting to Fleſh, efpeci- i ** 
to a tender Infant, the Sen of a poor and th 
Glare Mother, who bad ſcarce Cloaths b 
wherewith, ta cover him, and no hetter Cra- 
dle than a Manger to lay him in: And not- 
withftanding the great Neceſſity there was 
for. them, we find na ſort: of Mention made 
of. r. oh Furs, or downy Mantles. And 
priſt, who cannpt poſhbly be mif- 
taken, chaſe: that which was moſt di 
bl to the Fleſh : 156 Conſequence 
fore: unqueſtianable, that e 
e 
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ligible, moſt advantageous, and infinitely pre- 
1. ferable to all other Things; and whoever 
Fhhould endeavour to perſuade, or teach the 
Fcontrary, ought to be looked upon as no bet- 
ter than a publick dangerous Impoſture; 
and as ſuch be ſhun'd and avoided by every 
i Chriſtian, who his chiefeſt Intereſt in his 
Salvation, An in, He (fays the Saint) 
om was a long Time before foretold by the Pro- 
me phet Jaiab, to be a Child, That ſpould know 
bo. how to refuſe Evil aud chuſe Good, Iſaiah 7. 
ho] Tis therefore an evident Truth, that the 
not Pleaſures of the Fleſh are evil, and Afflictions 
ever are good; for this, that the eternal Wiſdom, 
able and the infant Word in human Fleſh, made 

Choice of the Latter preferable to the Former. 
Ans Thus far St. Bernard. Go thou and do the 
fant fame from ſo great an Example: But with Diſ- 
hich Mcretion however, ſo as not to exceed the Bounds 
of your own Station. Much more might be 


£3 


return to the little Manſion of the Nativity. 
The Son of God being now born, the innu- 
merable Multitude of celeſtial Spirits, which 
were there aſſiſting, paid devout Adoration to 
their God; and forthwith haſtened to the Shep- 
herds, about a Mile diſtant from Beibleben, 
and related to. them the Birth of our Lord Fofus, 
with the Time and Place when and where it 
was effected. Thence, with joyful, Acclama- 
tions, finging. Canticles of Praiſe and Glary, 
with all Speed they aſcend the celeſtial; Regions, 
crying to their Fellow-Citizeys the ſame- joy- 
ful News of their Lord's Nativity. Wherefore 
the whole Court of Heaven, in Raptures af Joy 
a the auſpicious Tidings, celebrated the ſacred 
| | Myſtery, 


— 
* 


ane 


ſaid concerning theſe Virtues, but let us now 
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Myſtery with utmoſt Solemnity : And due Thank 
being paid to the Almighty Majeſty of God the} 
Father, for the great Goodneſs and Omnipo- 
tence he had manifeſted in this Work, they all} 
ſucceſſively, according to the different Orden 
of their heavenly Hierarchy, deſcend to behold| 
the lovely and gracious Countenance of their Lord, 
their King, and their God; and devoutly and 
reverently adoring him, and rende When due and 
profound Reſped to the bleſſed Virgin Mother; 
they fill'd the Air with the ſweet 2 melodi- 
ous Harmony of Canticles of Praiſe and Thanki-W' 
giving to the Almighty. And what one among 
them, having received the gladſome News, 
could have remained in Heaven, nor deſcended 
obſequiouſly to viſit their Lord thus humbled, ur 
thus reduced to the loweſt Condition uponſſſth: 
Earth? None of them all could be capable offÞ: 
ſo great an Arrogance. And therefore them 
Apoſtle ſays; that when the Father of Heavape 
brought his firſt begotten Son into the World, he iv 
ſaid, that all bis 2 Angels ſhould worſhip Dim Thi 
Heb. 1. This to me is a moſt pleafing SabjeaFo 
of Meditation at leaſt; whether it happened ex- ect 
actly as here related or not. To the Angeliſ.0 
ſucceeded the Shepherds, who came in theit F ea 
Turn to pay their homely, but not leſs wel. Pro: 
come Homage; which done, brimful of thai flo 
Joy, which the devout Practice of our knownſpitt 
Duty inſpires, they departed, but not withoutſþav 
having firſt related all that the” Angels hadlſs 
ſaid to them. The bleſſed Parent obſerving A 
diligently all that was ſaid of her divine Infant,ſruc 
and keeping a pleaſing Record of it, within herguck 
own Breaſt.” | Thou too, O Chriſtian Loiterer |ſthe 
throw * thyſelf on thy Knees, and in Atone inc 
eh | men 
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ment for thy paſt Neglects moſt cordially 
the worſhip the Lord thy God, devoutly greet his 
po- holy Mother, and reverently ſalute the holy 
all and venerable St. Fo/eph. Then in Spirit ten- 
len derly kiſs the Feet of the Infant Jeſus, humbly 
ola extended on a Bed of Hay: And earneſtly and 
rd devoutly requeſt him off our bleſſed Lady, hum- 
andi A bly entreating her to vouchſafe to permit you 
andi to take him: Receive him into your Arms, 
ler; embrace him with tender Affection, attentively 
odi- contemplate the Sweetneſs of his ſacred Fea- 
ak{.tures, and with profoundeſt Reſpect falute him 
ongſoften, ſalute him tenderly, placing all your Con- 
ews,Mfidence in his Goodneſs, and all your Delight 
1dedſWn his Converſation. This you may boldly pre- 


led, 
1pon 
e Ol 
the 
vet 
4, ht 
hin, 
ibjec 
dex ect of your Preſumption but a Proof of your 
nge ove: Let not his Goodneſs however leſſen the 
ei Fear and Reverence with which you ought to ap- 


the World to Sinners to work the Salvation of 
Sinners; and after having a long Time convers'd 
among Sinners with all Humility and Meekneſs 
he made himſelf the Food of Sinners. His 
divine Bounty therefore will readily grant you 
his Favour, as often as your Devotion ſhall lead 


wel. Proach him; but reflect that hE is the Holy of 


F thatFHolies, and aw'd by that Reflection treat him 
nownſnth the Reſpect becoming him. When you 
ithoutÞave contemplated him ſufficiently, reſtore him 
s hadBgain to his Mother, and learn from her how to 


ervinghle him. See with what Care, Caution, and 


infant. rudential Tenderneſs She executes her Charge, 
in herÞÞckles him, nurſes him, and performs every 
iterer ther little Office as Occaſion ires. Be 
AtoneFÞindful often to meditate upon theſe Subjects, 

ment D take 


ſume to do tho? a Sinner, becauſe he came into 


you to require it. Neither will he deem it an Ef- 
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take a Pleaſure and Delight in them, and with 
all the Devotion you are Maſter of, endea vou 
to ſhew your Deſire of aiding our bleſſed Lady F : 
and her divine Infant Jeſus; often gaze on his 
amiable Aſpect, on that divine Countenance , 
which the Angels themſelves covet to behold: , 
But forget not my former Advice to you; let ; 
Fear and Reverence temper your Zeal and De- ; 
votion leſt you meet with a juſt Repulſe, for ; 
your own native Poverty and Meanneſs ought Þ x 
to render you unworthy, in your own Eyes, the p 
Converſation of fo divine and heavenly Com- n 
Right afford us new Matter of ſpiritual Joy, - 
were we to contemplate the Greatneſs of this ti 
Day's Solemnity. On this Day was born Chriſt, 18 
that is, the Lord's truly AnoinTeD. And t 
therefore this is truly the Birth-day of the Eter- v1 
nal King of Heaven, the Son of the Almighty 
God. This Day Unto us. a Child is born, and p, 
unto us à Son is given, Iſaiah vi. Alſo this Day I kn. 
tne Son of Eternal Righteouſneſs which before; 
was eclips'd, ſpread forth the bright Beams oft 
his Mercy and Grace to the World. On thisW;,1 
Day the Holy Ghoſt, Head of the choſen Peo-Mh,, 
ple of God's Church, came forth from the in- rich 
ward Receſs of his ſacred Bride-chamber, and the 
Top in Form of the Sons of Men, graciouſly 
unvei”d his lovely and long wiſh'd for pleaſing 
Countenance. On this Day firſt was heard that 
Angelical Hymn Gloria in Ercelfis Deo, &c 
This Day, as the Church every where ſings 
the Heavens diſtill'd Honey, and the Eart 
ecchoes with Angelical Notes. On this Da 
the Humanity and Benignity of God our Saviif 
our firſt appear'd among us. On this Day Goc 


W 
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was worſhip'd in the Likeneſs of finful Fleſh. 
On this Day were fulfil'd thoſe two wonderful 
Myſteries ſurpaſſing all Underſtanding, and to 
be reach'd only by Faith, to wit, God is born, 
de and a Virgin brings forth a Son. On this Day 
: many, almoſt innumerable, other Miracles were 
et 'F wrought. In a Word, *twas on this Day, pro- 
e- perly ſpeaking, that all that has been ſaid of 
or the Incarnation ſhone forth in its true Luſtre. 
ht For whatever was begun before, was not com- 
he pleated nor manifeſted till now : Wherefore it 
m- may not be won, tounite thoſe Paſſages which 

ſeem different in Point of Time, and to make 
0), Y them the Subject of the ſame devout Medita- 
his tion. Not without t Reaſon then, you ſee, 
, is this Day a Day of publick Rejoicing, of ſpi- 
ind ritual Mirth, and univerſal Gladneſs. To confirm 
ter. which God was pleaſed to work the following 
hty Miracles in the very Center of Paganiſm. At 
and Rome was à celebrated Inn (or Drinking-houſe) 
Day known by the Title of the Pay- bouſe, becauſe 
fore thither the Roman Soldiers uſed to reſort, to air, 
s of to regale themſelves, and to ſpend their Pay 
ths when they received it; and here, on the ſame 
Day on which Chrift was born, ſprung forth a 
nich Fountain of ptecious Oil; and at the ſame 
the Time a Circle round the Sun (in Appearance 
like the Rainbow) was ſeen in the Heavens and 


Statue which Romulus, Founder of the Roman 
State, hach erected in his Palace, and which (ac- 
ſing rording to the Pagan Oracles was not to fall till 
Virgin ſhould bring forth a Son) tumbled 
down to the Ground and was reduced to Duft, 
Al this came to paſs on the very Day and In- 

| D 2 ſtant 


iſible to the whole Univerſe. And the golden 
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tant Chriſt was born. In which Place, to the f 
Honour of the bleſſed Virgin, Pope Caliſtus (in I 
Proceſs of Time) built a Church now call'd St. e 
Mary's Trans-Tyber. a 0 
a 
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CA PF. YL | 
Of the Circumcifien of our Lord Jeſus. 


PON the eighth Day after the bleſſed 
u Infant was born, he was carry'd to the} 
Temple to be Circumciſed, according to the Law 
of Moſes. Two great Myſteries were wrought| 
on this Day. The firſt is, that the bleſſed} 
Name, through which only Salvation is to be 
obtained, was this Day made manifeſt to the 
World; and our bleſſed Lord and Saviour pub- 
lickly call'd by the Name of F ESUS ; which m 
Name had been given him by his heavenly Fathe: be: 
from all Eternity, and by the holy Angel befor Pr 
he was conceived. And they call'd his Nameſ ©? 
Feſus ; that is, a Saviour. Which Name (as the Wa 
Apoſtle ſays, Phil. i.) is above all Names. Fo 
neither is there any other Name in Heaven give 
to Men wherein we muſt be ſaved, Acts iv. 
This Second is, That on this Day our Lo der 
Jeſus begun to fhed his moſt precious Blood faf ede 
our Sakes. So earneſt was he to begin early tof} cu 
ſuffer for us, that He who knew no Sin under 
took this Day to endure the Pain of it for Us 
Here let Tenderneſs move Us to Compaſhon 
towards him: Let Us ſhed at leaſt ſome fev 
Tears with him, who on this Day ſhed * 
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he for Us. For tho' upon ſuch ſolemn Days we 
(in have Room to rejoyce at our Salvation pur- 
St. chas'd by the Myſteries they commemorate ; yet 

T ought we likewiſe to conceive an inward Sorrow 


and Compaſſion, in view of the Anguiſh and 


= # wrought. We have already ſeen how many 
were the Afffictions he ſuffer'd, together with 
the great Poverty, Penury, and Diftreſs he 
F underwent, at the Time of his ſacred Nativity. 
. But among other Things was this, which hi- 
SZ therto has not been related. His bleſſed Mo- 
ſſed ther when She had repoſed him in the Manger, 
the, having no Pillow with which to raiſe his Head, 
made uſe for that Purpoſe of a Stone, which 
not unlikely She might cover with Hay. This 
I had from a devout Brother who ſaw it in Spi- 
) bel fit : And the ſame Stone, being now fix'd in the 


the Wall, is a viſible Memorial of it. A Cuſhion 


or a Pillow, we may piouſly imagine, would 
much rather have been her Choice, had She 
been Miſtreſs of one; but having nothing more 
proper to anſwer the End, to the great Afflic- 
tion of her tender Heart, She was compelPd to 
make. uſe.of That. 


began to ſhed his ſacred Blood for us, and that 
indeed in a moſt ſevere Mannef : For —_ 
der Fleſh was cruelly ſeparated with a blunt and 
edgeleſs Inſtrument of Stone. What Pity then 
ought not this to move us to towards himand 
his holy Mother ? What Tears. did not the 
tender Infant Feſus ſhed at the incredible Pain 
he ſuffer'd in the Inciſion of his ſacred Fleſh ? 
For his was truly ſo, and as ſenſible of Smart 
as that of any pure Mortal. And can we rea- 

— 3 ſonably 


Pain it coſt him, by whom they were graciouſſy 


We have faid before, that on this Day he 
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ant Chriſt was born. In which Place, to the 


Honour of the bleſſed Virgin, Pope Caliſtus (in 
Proceſs of Time) built a Church now call'd St. ch: 
3 Ou, 


Marys Trans-Tyber. 
, Pa 
a 
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CHAP. VII. th 

un 

Of the Circumciſion of our Lord Jeſus. - 
th. 

P ON the eighth Day after the bleſſed th 


Infant was born, he was carry'd to the 
Temple to be Circumciſed, according to the Law ” 
of Moſes. Two great Myſteries were wroughtÞ 
on this Day. The firſt is, that the bleſſed} 1 
Name, through which only Salvation is to be 
obtained, was this Day made manifeſt to the * 
World; and our bleſſed Lord and Saviour pub- 
lickly call'd by the Name of JESUS; which = 
Name had been given him by his heavenly Fathe! 
from all Eternity, and-by the holy Angel befor; 
he was conceived. And they call'd his Name 

Feſus ; that is, a Saviour. Which Name (as th: 
Apoſtle ſays, Phil. ii.) is above all Names. For 
neither is there any other Name in Heaven gives by 
to Men <wherein «ve muſt be ſaved, Acts iv. 
This Second is, That on this Day our Lord 
Jeſus begun to ſhed his moſt precious Blood fc 
Zur Sakes. So carneſt was he to begin early te 
ſuffer for us, that He who knew no Sin under 
took this Day to endure the Pain of it for Us. N 


let Tenderneſs move Us to Compaſſion 
Us ſhed at leaſt ſome fev : 
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for Us. For tho' upon ſuch folemn Days we 
have Room to rejoyce at our Salvation pur- 
chas'd by the Myſteries they commemorate ; yet 
ought we likewiſe to conceive an inward Sorrow 


and Compaſſion, in view of the Anguiſh and 


Pain it coſt him, by whom they were graciouſly 


wrought. We have already ſeen how many 
were the Afflictions he ſuffer'd, together with 


the great Poverty, Penury, and Diftreſs he 
2 underwent, at the Time of his ſacred Nativity. 


But among other Things was this, which hi- 


2 therto has not been related. His bleſſed Mo- 


ther when She had repoſed him in the Manger, 
having no Pillow with which to raiſe his Head, 
made uſe for that Purpoſe of a Stone, which 
not unlikely She might cover with Hay. This 
I had from a devout Brother who ſaw it in Spt- 
rit : And the ſame Stone, being now fix'd in the 
Wall, is a viſible Memorial of it. A Cuſhion 
or a Pillow, we may piouſly imagine, would 
much rather have been her Choice, had She 
been Miſtreſs of one; but having nothing more 
proper to anſwer the End, to the great Aﬀic- 
tion of her tender Heart, She was compelPd to 
make. uſe of That. 


We have ſaid before, that on this Day he 


began to ſhed his ſacred Blood for us, and that 
indeed in a moſt ſevere Manner : For his ten- 
der Fleſh was cruelly ſeparated with a blunt and 
edgeleſs Inſtrument of Stone. What Pity then 
ought not this to move us to towards him and 


his holy Mother? What Tears did not the 


tender Infant Feſus ſhed at the incredible Pain 
he ſuffer'd in the Inciſion of his facred Fleſh ? 
For his was truly ſo, and as ſenſible of Smart 
as that of any pure Mortal. And can we rea- 

2 D 3 ſonably 
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ther's Grief than his own, the holy Babe as he 
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ſonably imagine then, that his holy Mother, 
when ſhe ſaw her beloved Child in Tears, could 
contain herſelf from them? No, we may well 
ſuppoſe, that like a compaſſionate Parent, ſhe * 
ever accompanied him in all his Afflictions; ſo 
that her tender Heart melting now with Grief | 
in ſeeing him cry, ſhe burſt forth into Tears 
herſelf, and wept with him. So likewiſe may 
we imagine, that more affected with his Mo- 


lay extended on her Lap waved his little Hands 
towards her Lips, her Cheeks, and her Eyes, 
as it were to dry up thoſe precious Drops, and ; 
to requeſt her to forbear ſhedding any more, | 
ſtruggling at the ſame Time to hide the Exceſs | 
of his own Torture to mitigate her's. But ſhe, | 
alas, was too ſenſibly affected with his Sufferings | 
not to ſhed Tear for Tear with him. Yet the 
divine Wiſdom within her, ſupplying the Want 
of Speech in him, enabled her to know his | 
Pleaſure, before he had Words to utter it; 
hence, perceiving that her Grief added to his 
Pain, often would ſhe try to ſuppreſs it, and 
with Signs of forced Tranquility endeavour'd 
to ce him: Still often would ſhe ſigh, and 
with forbidden Tears, trembling in her Eyes, 
and waiting as it were in a State of Violence to 
break their Way, thus frequently would ſhe 
addreſs him with Complaints of tender diſtreſs- 
ful Love. Forbear, lovely Babe ! forbear thoſe 
precious Tears, or ſuffer mine to-flow. How 
can thy loving Mother ſee thoſe dear Eyes be- 
dew'd and ceaſe to weep ? Hence the bleſſed 
Infant, in Compaſſion to his holy Mother, would 
moderate his Sobs and give over er as, 
d 

wipe 
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and ſhe, with a Mother's Tenderneſs, weu 
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wipe his ſacred Eyes and her own, incline her 
Face to his, cloſely and tenderly preſs his bleſſed 
Cheeks, and give him Suek ; and ſtudy mean 
while the likelieſt Means to lull his Pain and 
cheriſh him. In this Manner ſhe behaved as 
often as he bewail'd himſelf, which we may 
reaſonably believe he often did after the Nature 
of other Children. Firſt, To ſhew the miſera- 
ble Weakneſs and Wretchedneſs of Man's Con- 
dition, whoſe Nature he had truly aſſumed. 
And, Secondly, to conceal himſelf from the De- 
vil, that he might not as yet know him to be 
God : For this Reaſon the holy Church, allud- 
ing to him in Part of. her Service, ſings : The 
tender Infant, as he lies in the cold Manger, 
hakes and cries. 


From this Time, indeed the Circumcifion of 


the Fleſh was aboliſhed, and its Obligation 
lace, 


ceaſed, Baptiſm being inſtituted in its 

which is a Sacrament of more extenſive Grace 
and leſs repugnant to Nature, as being void of 
Pain. And yet, Gentle Reader, the Practice 
of ſpiritual Circumcifion ought ſtill to remain 
in Force, which conſiſts in diveſting ourſelves 
of all that is ſuperfluous, and embracing a true 
Poverty of Spirit. He, and he only is in 
Truth ſpiritually circumciſed, who is truly poor. 
This, ſays St. Bernard, the Apoſtle teacheth 
us in few Words, Having Food and Raiment, let 
us be content therewith, 1 Tim. vi. In a Word, 


our ſpiritual Circumciſion muſt appear in all 


our Senſes. Let us then ſhew we are indeed 
ſpirtually circumciſed, by renouncing (as much as 
our preſent State of Nature will admit) the Ufe 
of our Sight, of our Hearing, of our Taſte, of 
our Touch, but above all our Speech, ua- 
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ciouſneſs is a very great Vice, odious to God . 
and Man, and ever attended with fatal ill Con- 
ſequences, We muſt therefore ſhew ourſelves 
circumciſed in Speech ; by ſpeaking ſeldom, and 
never but to good Purpoſe : To ſpeak much 1s 
a ſure Sign of Levity. On the contrary, Si- 
lence is a noble Virtue, and not without great 
Reaſon eſpecially recommended to religious Per- Þ« 
ſons. Concerning this Subject St. Bernard ſays 
thus : He is truly qualified to ſpeak who has | 
firſt learn'd to be filent : For Silence 1s the only | 
proper Noriture of Speech. And again in ano- | 
ther Place: Tis ever the Faculty of weak Judg- 
ments to be raſhly forward in ſpeaking, for the 
haſty Conceptions of a light Fancy are always as 
haſtily deliver'd by an unbridled Tongue: 
Wherefore, ſays St. Bernard on the ſame Subject 
Who does not know how greatly Man is defiled ſm: 
by the Mire dropping from his own Tongue; 
that is, by his idle Diſcourſe, by the Falſhoods 
he advances, by Slander, by Flattery ; in an 
Word, by almoſt all his Converſation checquer'd 
with Malice and Vanity * To reſtrain all which, 
he ſtands in great Need of Silence; a Virtue 
which is as it were the Sentinel of religious 
Hearts, and their chief Safe-guard againſt Irre. 
ligion and Indevotion. So dangerous is too 
much Talk, even to Lay-men, according to 
St. Bernard. But much more (if we believe 
him) is it ſo to the Clergy. Hear what he 
ſays elſewhere in Relation to Them, Idleneſs, 
ſays he, is the Mother of idle Jokes, and con- 
g_ a barbarous Step-mother to Virtue. ſt 
is innocent Jokes are Trifles in the Mouths 
Lay- men, but all ludicrous Diſcourſe is unſeem- Fo! 
22 8 him 
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y in the Mouths of Clergy-men. Priefts may 
Yometimes take a Joke, but ſhould never inde- 
Fently return it. *Tis unworthy their Dignity 
o defile, with ſuch Kinds of Diſcourſe, thoſe 
Lips which are dedicated to, and conſecrated b 
he Holy Goſpel which they pronounce. | 
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A CHAP. VII. 
nly ; : 8 
ric) OF the Epiphany, or Mani feſlation of our 
« rd Jeſus. 
8 as | | 
rue £2 N this Day, which is the twelfth after the 
ect Nativity, our Lord Feſus vouchſafed to 


make himſelf known to the Gentiles, in the Per- 
ſon of the three Kings. Render yourſelf preſent 


zods then, pious Reader, to every Circumſtance here- 
in 2 hn related concerning this holy and ſolemn Feſti- 
1er'd val : For you are to underſtand, that no other 
nich, MFeſtival in the holy Church hath ſuch Diverſity 
irtue of Service in its Antiphons, Leſſons, Reſpon- 
zious Wories, or whatever elſe belongs to its Celebra- 
Irre- {ion as this has. Not that it is Greater or 


ore Excellent than all other Feſtivals, but 
only that on this Day many Things, both great 
and wonderful, were wrought by our Lord Feſus, 
which chiefly regard the State and Condition of 
neſs, the Church itſelf. | 
con- Firſt then, The Church, which is gather'd 
irtue. from the Gentiles, was on this Day received by 
ouths Crit Feſus, in the Perſon of the three Kings. 
ſeem· For on the Day of his Nativity he had manifeſted 
Vimſelf to the Shepherds, as Repreſentatives 7 
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the Fews, from whom (a ſmall Number except.? 
ed) he met with no Reception. But on thi? 
Day he appear'd again, and made himſe2 
known to the Gentiles, by whom he was imme 
diately acknowledged and received, and from 
Them it is that we are deſcended, who now forn 
the Church of God's choſen People. Where. 
fore this Day ought ſpecially to be kept as th 
moſt ſolemn Feaſt in the Church of God, and 
celebrated with great Pomp, and Hearts full of 
Joy, by all good and pious Chriſtians. 
Secoudly, This Day, nine and twenty Lean 
after his Nativity, our Lord Jeſus was bap-|i 
tized ; by which Myſtery he ſpiritually wedded 
and truly eſpouſed his holy Church and unitei 
it to himſelf. And therefore on this Occaſion i 
Joyfully ſung : Hodie celeſti Sponſo juncta 
Ecclefia, &c. This Day the Church is weddei 
to her heavenly Spouſe. For in our Baptiſm, 
which receives all its Efficacy from That of Chrit, 
our Souls being cleanſed from the Stain of Si 
and newly cloathed with Grace, are truly eſpouſ 
ed and wedded to him, and the Congregation 
of Souls, thus baptiſed, conſtitute the Church 
of God's choſen People. | 
Thirdly. On the ſame Day, a Year after hi 
Baptiſm, he wrought his firſt Miracle at the 
the Marriage-Feaſt, converting Water inte 
Wine, which, by Allegury, may be likewiſ⸗ 
taken for the ſpiritual Marriage between him 
and his Church. It is probable likewiſe, that oi 
the like Day our Lord Feſus wrought that other" 
wonderful Miracle of multiplying the Loaves 
and Fiſhes. However the Church on this Da 
only celebrates the Three firſt of theſe Myſte 


ries. 
* ; Cor 
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Conſider hence in how great Veneration and 


* Eſteem this Day ought to be held, upon which 
e Pur Lord Jeſus choſe to work ſo many and ſuch 
me. ineffable Myſteries. The Holy Church there- 


ron Fore mindful of the many Benefits and extraor- 
Hinary Favours conferr'd upon her this Day, by 
er divine Spouſe, to ſhew her grateful Senſe of 
them, rejoyces, ings and ſolemnizes the ſame 
Frith Praiſe, Thankſgiving, and utmoſt Magni- 
Ficence. 

But as the ſolemn Inſtitution of this Feſtival 
das chiefly to commemorate the Myſtery of 
She Epiphany ; we will therefore proceed to a 
Farther Contemplation of the ſame, and defer 
editating on the others till we ſhall treat of 
hem in their proper Place, according to the 
Order in which they happen'd. And even con- 
Ferning This (that is) the Coming of the three 
ings to Chriſt our Saviour; my Deſign here 

s not to take any Notice of thoſe e Com- 
ents and moral Expoſitions which many holy 
en, with great Pains and Induſtry, have made 
dn that Subject. Wherefore for the Manner 
ff the three Kings coming from the Eaſt to 
feruſalem, for what paſs'd between them and 
Herod ; for whatſoever relates to the Star that 
Fonducted them thither, or to the Matter and 
eaning of their different Offerings, and other 
Things of this Kind, I remit you to the Holy 
oſpel, ahd to the Expoſitions of holy 
en on thoſe Heads; for as I ſaid in the Begin- 
 otheeÞing of this Work, my Intention, as her 
_oave$"'s, as in all other Paſſages, which occur in 
he Life of Chriſt, is only to ſet down ſome 
ww Meditations, according to ſuch devout 
onceptions as a pious Mind is capable of form- 
ing, 
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ing, in Relation to thoſe Things, which either! 
happen'd in Fact or might have happen'd, ac- Þ 
cording to reaſonable Conjecture. But it was Þ 
by no Means my Purpoſe to act the Office of 
an Expoſitor ; Firft, becauſe I am unequal to the 
Taſk ; and Secondly, for that it would prove too 
copious a Subject for one Man to comment upon. 
Be mindful then with redoubled Attention, to 
render yourſelf preſent as it were to every Parti- 
cular here treated. For in this, as I mention'd, 
conſiſts the whole Force and Efficacy of. theſe 
Meditations, 

The three Kings therefore being come to 
Bethlem, with a great Multitude of People, and 
a noble Retinue, ſtopp'd, as the Star directed 
them, at the little Hut in which our Lord 
Jeſus was born. The bleſſed Virgin, hearing 
the tumultuous Noiſe of many People, ſnatchex 
up her bleſſed Son Feſus in her Arms, and in 
that Moment the three Kings entering the little 
Manſion, as ſoon as they beheld Fl G's Babe 
Feſus, threw themſelves on their Knees to adore 
him. Thus proſtrate in a devout and reverent 
Peſture they honour'd him as their King, and 
worſhip'd him as their God. Reflect how great 
and lively their Faith muſt be ! What in reality 
did then appear that could excite them to be. 
lieve, that a poor tender Infant, in the Arms 
of as poor a Mother, dejected, meanly cloath's, 
in a deſpicable Cottage without Furniture, 
without Company, without Attendants, could 
be really a King, cuuld be truly their God! 
And yet ſuch was their Faith, that they be. 
lieved Both, in ſpite of all that their Senſes 
had to offer in Oppoſition. Such were the 
Guides, ſuch the firſt Leaders which Heaven 

thought 
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thought proper to give us, and ſuch the great 
Originals it behoves us to copy after. 

After they had devoutly pail this Homage 
to our bleſſed Redeemer, and duly honour'd his 


holy Mother, remaining ſtill on their bended 


Knees before him, we may piouſly imagine that 


they now began to Diſcourſe with the holy 


Virgin, and to aſk many Queſtions concerning 
her beloved Son, which they might do either 
by the Help of an Interpreter or by themſelves, 
ſince, as they were Men of great Wiſdom and 


Learning, they were probably ſufficiently vers'd 


in the Hebrew Language. They therefore ſub- 
miſſively requeſt her to acquaint them with the 
particular Circumſtances relating to the holy 
Babe and herſelf. The bleſſed Virgin relates to 
them, and they readily believe all ſhe tells them. 
Obſerve reverently, how awfully they addreſs 
her and liſten to her by Turns. Mark too 
with what graceful Majeſty, mix'd with a be- 
coming Modeſty, the Gn: Queen of Virgins 
returns the neceſſary Replies; neither forward to 
talk, nor deſirous to be ſeen. Yet God on this 
Occafion endow'd her with more than uſual Re- 
ſolution to ſupport her Dignity in the Preſence of 
theſe princely Votaries, as they perſonated the 
whole Church, which he afterwards was to and 
did eſtabliſn. Here again contemplate our Lord 


eus, who, not yet pleaſed to (| with benign 


and pleaſant Aſpect, fixes his Eyes upon them, 
and with Gravity becoming his full Maturity of 


Judgment attentively obſerves them, full well 
"© apprized of all that paſſes. And what Pleaſure 


muſt not they admiring Princes conceive, in 
beholding Him, the Faireſt and the moſt Beau- 


"F tiful among the Children of Men! and to 


' behold 
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behold him not merely with the Eyes of th 
Body, but with a kind of mental Intuitio 
as Men inwardly taught and enlighten'd by the 
Object they gazed on. Thus repleniſh'd witli 
Joy and Conſolation, at length they made thei 
Offerings to him in the following Manner. N 
Opening their Coffers and ſpteading a Carpet af 
the Feet of our Lord Jeſus, they humbly kneel l 
ing down before him, and laying their Trea|F" 
ſures at his Feet, devoutly offer'd to him th . 
precious Gifts of Gold, Frankincenſe, and Myrt 
_— Abundance, but more eſpecially of Gold} 

e may reaſonably ſuppoſe, that the Gifts f 
theſe three Kings were both and rich, ani 
that the Gold might exceed all the reſt in Quan 
tity and Bulk ; for had their Offerings been bu 
ſmall and of little Value, twould have been 
needleſs Trouble for them to have open'd thei 
Treaſures (as the Goſpel ſays they did) whe 
their Servants, who were near at Hand, might 
have help'd them to what they wanted, mo 
readily and with lefs Trouble. 

When they had compleated their Offerings 
and laid their precious Treaſures before him 
they reverently proſt rated themſelves and de 
voutly kiſs'd- his ſacred Feet. And why ma 
not we piouſly imagine that the bleſſed Infan 
full of divine Wiſdom, the more to comfort 
them, and ſettle their Affections on him, ten 
der'd them his divine little Hand to kiſs ; and 
bleſs'd them with it. Aſter this they ſubmi 


a 
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ſively inclined to our bleſſed Lady, and taking t 
Leave of her and St. Foſeph, with Hearts full! 
of Joy and Comfort, they return'd again (as th. 


Goſpel ſays) into their native Country by 0 
ther Way. 
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f 4. & But what think we, did the bleſſed Virgin 
ition Pith thoſe Gifts, or how can we ſuppoſe ſhe 
y thi Inploy'd fo great a-Quantity of Gold and other 
wit Jaluable Preſents? Did ſhe, think you, hoard 
then hem up for her own or her divine Son's Uſe ? 
nnet Did ſhe lay them out in the Purchaſe of Lands 
et a ir Houſes ? No, She was too much in Love her- 
nel] Elf with virtuous Poverty, and knew too well 
Tra he Will of her bleſſed Infant, for that their 
ard Communication of Souls, as well as eve- 
I little outward Geſture left her no Room to 
oubt of his Contempt of Riches. What Uſe 
en could ſhe make of them ? —— What 
Pie? The beſt and only virtuous Uſe that 
un be made of carthly Riches. In a Word, 
e diſtributed them in few Days time to the 
Poor : Of ſo little Eftimation, nay, ſo bur- 
enſome and offenſive in the Sight of Cbriſt and 
is Mother, are the Treaſures of this World 
d the Pride of Kings! Nay, our bleſſed La- 
Wy ſo intirely diſpoſed of the Whole, that at 
er Entrance after into the Temple, to pre- 
nt her Child, ſhe had not wherewith to pur- 
haſe a Lamb for his Ranſom (as the Law di- 
{eted) but offer'd a Pair of Turtles for him, 
he uſual Offering of the Poor. Thus is it 
infant onſonant with Reaſon, both to admire the 
\mforÞagnificent Devotion of the Wiſe Men in the 
ten Nobleneſs of their Offerings; and to adore the 
- andſpalted Charity and Love of Poverty of the 
bmi — of Heaven, in her Diſtribution of them 
taki 12 e | £ ; 
ts full You have here, gentle Reader, before your 
Fyes, the trueft and beſt Commendation that 
y anon be given to Poverty: Concerning which 
d Things are eſpecially worthy your Obſer- 


vation. 
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him in fo poor and humble a Condition, might 
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Mother the bleſſed Virgin, _ diſdain not to re- 
ceive Alms, like neceſſitous Perſons. Second. 
ly, They were ſo far from being ſolicitous to at. 
tain Riches or anxious to hoard them, that they 
would not fo much as keep what was liberally be- 
ſtow'd upon them, encreaſing daily in the Love 
and Deſire of Poverty. But have you yet made ¶ t 
any Reflection on the profound Humility that M © 
appears in them on this Occafion ? Surcly, itt 
you recollect you cannot but perceive a moſt 

perfect Example of it. We daily meet with 


? many; who in their own Eyes are very mean, A 


and not rais d by any Opinion of Merit the) 
experience ir! themſelves; yet are wholly unwil- 
ling to appear ſuch in the Eyes of others, and 
cannot eaſily bear to be contenin'd by any, to 
have their Faults diſcloſed, or that the Mean: 
neſs of their poor Condition ſhould be made 
publick; leſt it might draw upon them the 
Scorn and Difeſteem of the World. But this 
is not the Example which our Lord Jeſus gives 
them this Day, who, tho' the ſupreme Lord 
and Maſter of all Things, would have his Po- 
verty expoſed to all, and his low Condition to 
appear openly to others; and this not to a few 
only, or to ſuch as were poor and diſtreſs'd 
like himſelf, but even to Numbers of rich "a 
and noble Perſonages, to Princes, and Kings, and 

to their numerous Retinue. Nay, and this at a 
Time of no little Danger. For they who came 
from ſo remote and diſtant Countries in ſearch 
of the King of the Jeu, whom they believed 
to be God and Lord of all Things, finding 


thence have imagin'd themſelves groſſy —_— 
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and therefore return'd Home without either 
Faith or Devotion. But this hinder'd not our 
true Lover of Humility from giving us ſo rare 
an Example, that we might learn from him 
never to negle& the true Practice of that Virtue 
under the ſpecious Pretext of ſome fancied 
Good. But that we ſhould learn to be ſolici- 
tous of appearing contemptible, not only to 
our own, but even to the Eyes of o- 
thers, 


CHAP. IX. 


How the bleſſed Virgin remain'd at the 
Crib till the full Term of Forty Days 
was expired. 


A FTER the three Kings had perform'd 
their Offerings, and were return'd again 
bn their Way to their own Country; the holy 
"rgin, with her bleſſed Son Feſus, and the 
enerable St. Zoſeph her beloved Spouſe, re- 
un'd ftill in the humble Stall of Berhlem, 
rating with Patience in that poor and little 
anſion till the full Term of forty Days was 
ompleated as the Law directed for Purification; 
\s if She had been full of Sin and defiled p 


er Child-bearing as others of her Sex are, 2 


e Child Jeſus only a ſinful Man and not God, 
| therefore under an "25 oa of complying 
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with the ſtrict Obſervance of the Law. But be- [ 
cauſe they would enjoy no ſpecial Preroga [ 
tives above others, they voluntarily ſubmitted 
to the Law made for others. This is not the 
Practiſe of many, who, converſing among the 
reſt of Mankind, claim to themſelves undue I. 
tles to certain Prerogatives above others, and 
feek to be ſingularly diftinguiſh'd from them, 

contrary to the Dictates of true Humility. + 

Our bleſſed Lady then, like the other Wo 
men, remain'd all the while contented, expecting 
the before-mention'd Day on which She was to 
enter into the Temple. During this Space d 
Time She was ſtudiouſly watchful, and diligent 
in the Care of her blefled Son. And oh mot 
gracious God, how great indeed may we devout 
ly imagine was her Solicitude, and with what At 
tention did ſhe look after him, leſt any ThinlM,, 
ſhould trouble or moleſt him! With what Cav 
tion mix d with timorous Reſpect did ſhe offici 
about him whom ſhe knew to be her Lord: 
Sovereign God, never taking him from or rep 
cing him in the Manger, but on her bende 
Knees ! With what unſpeakable Pleaſure, Cor 
 fidence, and motherly Tenderneſs would f. 
embrace him, often kiſs him, and, ſweetly pre 
ſing him, take inexprefſible Delight in hin 
How often did ſhe inſpe& with a kind of inn 
cent and pleaſing Curioſity, his bleſſed Co 
tenance and = Fo Form ! How difcre 
was ſhe uſed to bind and ſwathe his tend: 
Limbs ! For as ſhe was profoundly practiſed 
true Humility, ſo was ſhe alfo thoroughly i 
ſtructed in true Wiſdom. Wherefore ſhe 00 


ſpecial Care to perform with greateſt Diligen 
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every minute Office or Duty belonging to her 
g. BY Charge in Regard to Him, not only during his 
ted Infancy but after. Oh with what a free and 
the willing Mind did ſhe ever give him Suck ! And 
the BY the Pleaſure ſhe then conceived in ſuckling ſo 
I. divine a Babe could not but ſurpaſs that of the 
and reſt of her Sex. St. Bernard farther adds: That 
em, it is not improbable but that St. Zoſeph often 
cook Delight in careſſing the Infant Jeſus, and 
Wo- devoutly cheriſhing him on his Knee. Let us 
ng how accompany in Spirit the bleſſed Virgin at 
as u the Manger, and take a Pleaſure in the pious 
ce d Meditation of our Lord the Infant Jeſus, from 
gen whom there ever flows a Plenitude of divine 
mol Crace. For every devout and pious Soul, from 
Chriſtmas to the Purification, ought with pro- 
found Reſpect and joyful Tranſports, at leaft 
once a Day, mentally to viſit our bleſſed Lady, 
and to adore her divine Son Jeſus on her Knee, 
piouſly. and affectionately meditating on the 
8 Humility, and ineffable Goodneſs of 
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Ci A Px; 


Of the Purification of our bleſſed Lady, 
or Candlemas-Day. 


OW when the Fortieth Day was come 
which was prefix'd by the Law for Pu 
rification, the bleſſed Virgin, with her Son 7. 
ſus, and St. Joſeph, ſet out from Bethlem a 
their Journey to Feruſalem, about fix Miles d. 
Rant, there to preſent her bleſſed Child in tb 
Temple, as it is written in the Law. Let us her 
accompany the holy Travellers on their Journey, 
in devout Contemplation, and help the facrei 
Virgin to bear her lovely Charge, the Infant 
Jeſus; and with redoubled Earneſtneſs and At 
tention be inwardly intent, and as it wer 
preſent, to every Thing that is here ſaid « 
done, being real Subjects of the ſublimeſt De 
votion. | 7 


Thus then do they bring the Lord of ti 


Temple to the Temple of the Lord. At ti hi 
Entrance thereof they bought a Pair of Turtle er 
Doves, or two young Pigeons to offer to Gu gi 
for him, as was the Cuſtom of other po fat 
People. But as their Circumſtances were lo th. 


we may rather ſuppoſe that their Offering cc 
ſiſted only of two Pigeons, which were of a | 
Price than the Doves ; and for that Reaſon at 
mention'd the laſt in the Law. And the hol 
Evangeliſt takes no- Notice here of a 
which was the uſual Offering of the Rich. 
this Time the holy Simeon, who was a Man bot 
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juſt and devout, being led by the divine Spirit, 


of God, whom he had long before deſired to be- 


ing with ſpeed to the Temple he no ſooner be- 
held the divine Babe than he prophetically 
knew him, and with bended Knees adored him 
in his Mother's Arms. The holy Infant bleſſed 
him; and looking earneſtly upon his Mother 


The holy Virgin full of pleaſing Surprize, un- 


diately to Simeon, who with exſtatic Joy, and 
Reverence becoming his Diſtance, recerved him 
in his Arms, aroſe, and bleſſing God, faid : 


cording to thy Word in Peace, becauſe mine Eyes 
have ſeen thy SALV ATION, &c. Luke ii. 
propheſying many Things concerning his ſacred 
Paſſion. And holy Anna, the — 
at that Inſtant, likewiſe coming into the Tem- 
ple, gave Thanks to God, adored the Child 
Jeſus, and ſpoke many Things relating to him, 
and the Redemption that ſhould be wrought by 
him to all Mankind. Theſe Things raiſing 


gin, ſhe made a ſecret Record of them, and 
lafely depoſited them in her Heart. At length 
the holy Infant ftretching forth his Arms to- 
wards his Mother was again deliver'd to her. 
After this they proceed forwards towards the 
Altar, in Manner of Proceſſion (which is an- 
nually repreſented on Candlemaſo-Day, through- 


Candles). Firſt went the two venerable old Men, 
Ez; Joſepb 


came into the Temple to ſee Cbriſt the Son 


hold, and whom the Holy Ghoſt had promiſed he 
ſhould ſee before his Death. Wherefore com- 


bended forwards, making Signs to go to him. 
derſtanding his bleſſed Will, gave him imme- . 


Now thou doſt diſmiſs thy Servant, O Lord, ac- 


great Admiration in the Mind of the holy Vir- 


out the whole Church, by the Bleſſing of 
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Jeſepb and Simeon Hand in Hand, with Tran, 
2 of Joy and ſpiritual Mirth, repeating and 
inging : Give thanks unto the Lord for be is 
good, and his Mercy endureth for ever, &c, 
Pſal. exvii. The Lord is faithful in all bis 
Words, and holy in all bis Works, &c. Ibid. cxlvii, 
For this God is our God, without End be ſhall be 
our Guide for” ever, &c. Ibid. xlvi. We have 
received, O Lord, thy Mercy in the Midſt of thy 
Temple. Ibid. Theſe were followed by the 
ſacred Virgin herſelf, bearing her blefſed Son in 
her Arms; accompanied by the holy Widow 
Anna the Propheteſs; who, full of unſpeakable 
Joy, walked with profound Reverence and De- 
votion cloſe by her Side, rendering all Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving to God., Theſe then were 
all that form'd this Proceſſion, which, though 
conſiſting of few Perſons, repreſented notwith- 
ſtanding moſt t and wonderful Myſteries. 
There were preſent of every Sex and every State, 
Youth, Cælibacy, Marriage, and Widowhood. 
i re come to the Altar, the holy Virgin kneel- 
ing down, with profound Reverence and De- 
votion, offer'd her deareſt Son to his heavenly 
Father, ſaying: Vouchſafe, oh moſt ſovereign 
Lord, to receive thy beloved Son, whom, ac- 
cording to the Appointment of thy divine Will, 
and to fulfil the Precepts of thy holy Law, I 
here proſtrate offer unto you as the firſt-born of 
his Mother. But I beſeech thy Mercy, moſt 
gracious Father,to vouchſafe again to reſtore him 


me, and then rifing ſhe laid him upon the Al- 
tar. Oh, great God, and moſt merciful Lord, 
what a precious and moſt acceptable Offering 
was this! *T was ſurely ſuch as had never —— 
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been made from the Beginning of Time, nor 
will ever be again. 

Behold here, and attentively confider how 
the bleſſed Infant Jeſus quietly remains upon 
the Altar, like another 2/200 and with ſerene 
and pleaſing Aſpect beholding his Mother, and 
the reſt who ftand about him, humbly waits 
with Patience to ſee what is farther to be done. 
Then came forth the Prieſt of the Temple, and 
the Sovereign Lord of all Things was again re- 
ry — the low Price of five Pence, or 
five ſmall Pieces of Coin called Shecles, as was 
the _ to pay for other poor Children: 
Which after Foſeph had paid to the Prieſt, the 
bleſſed Virgin joyfully received him again into 
her Arms: And taking from Joſeph the above- 
mentioned Pair of Turtles, ſhe kneel'd down; 


and, lifting up her Eyes devoutly to Heaven, 


offer d them, ſaying: Oh! eternal Lord, and 
moſt us Father of Heaven, vouchſafe I 
— — to accept this Offering, and firſt 
little Gift which 1 loved, Son of his ex- 
tream day — reſents unto you. Then He 
ſtretching ths his Hands 0 the Doves, 
and weng up his Eyes to Heaven, though he 
ſaid nothing, yet with pleaſing Countenance gave 
moſt expreſſive Signs of offering them together 
with his Mother: And thus ſhe left the Birds 
upon the Altar. 

4 3. Chriſtian Reader, and — 
* great Dignity and Majeſty of 
thoſe 410 —— N Offering: That is, the 
bleſſed Virgi Mother, and her divine Son 
Jeſus: let us imagine whether this little 
Offering made by ſuch Perſons could poſſibly 

be reje&ed by . No, rather may we de- 
E 4 42 voutly 
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voutly 21 it to have been carried up to 
Heaven by the Hands of Angels, and there 
preſented by them, to have been moſt gratefully 
accepted by the Almighty God, with loud and 
earneſt Jubilies of the whole celeſtial Court. 
After the Offering was ended, the holy Vir- 
in, with her Son Jeſus and St. Fo/eph, departed 
m the City of Feruſalem, in order to return 
home again to the little City of Nazareth, their 
native Place of Abode. But the ſacred Virgin, 
being deſirous once more of ſeeing St. Jobn before 
ſhe left thoſe Parts, by the Way ſhe viſited a ſe- 
cond time herCouſen St. Elizabeth. Go thou with 
her witherſoever ſhe goes, and in devout Medi- 
tation aſſiſt her in carrying her lovely Babe. 
When our bleſſed Lady and St. El:zabeth met 
together they were extreamly overjoy'd at the 
Sight of each other, but more eſpecially in be- 
Holding each their bleſſed Sons, Feſus and Fobn, 
who with 'no leſs Tokens of Joy lovingly con- 
lated together: And St. John, as tho? con- 
cious -of the Dignity of his ſacred Gueſt, be- 
haved towards Jeſus with utmoſt Submiſſion and 
Reſpect. When they had "reſted there ſome 
few Days, they again prepared for their Jour- 
-ney z and departed thence for Nazareth. And 
here, devout Reader, if from what has already 
been ſaid, — wiſh to learn the Poverty and 
Humility they practiſed, you need only conſider 
the Poverty of their Offering, the Humility in 
his Ranſom, and the ſtrict Compliance in both 
vith the Precepts of God's holy Law, 
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y CHAP. XI. 


O Chriſt's Flight into Egypt. 


7 OW as the Parents of holy Jeſus were 
roceeding on their Journey to Nazareth, 
unappriſed of the Deſigns of Heaven, and of 
the treacherous Machinations of Herod againſt 
the Life of the divine Infant, the Angel of God 
appear'd in a Dream to Foſeph, warning him to 
retire with the Babe and its Mother into Ext; 
for that the mercileſs Tyrant was bent upon the 
Deſtruction of the Child. Upon this Fo/eph, 
7 pal; riſing, ran to awake the bleſſed 

, and inform'd her of the Angel's Warn- 
— Who, ſhock'd to the very Soul by this 
Alarm, ſuddenly aroſe, and without a Moment's 
Delay prepared to eſcape, reſolvin N to Fe 
— ht that might contribute to 

loved Son; And accordingly both a 05 — 
with him that very Night, by a private Way 
towards Egypt. © Here follow them in Medita- 
tion: Behold how they ſnatch up the fl 
Infant: Compaſſionate their Diſtreſs : And reap 
the Benefit of the many pious Rematks that may 
here be made. 

And firſt, conſider the many Virifftudes our 
Saviour went thro” of Proſperity and Adverſity. 
And when the like Changes ſhall h to you 
learn to bear them with the 'manly atience be- 
coming his Followers: Whenever you ſee be- 
bore you a ſteep Aſcent: Be not diſmay*d, for 

_ that the Labour of climbing-will but en- 
hance 
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hance the Sweets of Repoſe you are afterwards | 
to breathe. Thus Chriſt was no ſooner born 
than glorify'd by the Paſtors as God, and yet 
how ſoon after was he circumciſed as if a Sin- 
ner ? Thus was he honour'd with the Homage, 
Viſit, and Preſents of the Eaſtern Monarchs, 
ke humbled to the Aſſociation with Beaſts in 3 
omely Stable, with no other Comfort than 
that of Tears which the meaneſt Beggar's Child 
had in common with him. Thus too was He 
ſolemnly preſented in the Temple, and extoll'd 
by the. ophetical Predigions. of Simeon and 
Anna, * is now wart'd by an Angel to de- 
part like a Fugitive from his native Country to 
Egypt. Many other Inſtances of the like Na- 
ture you may find in the Life of Chriſt, from MF 
which, with a little virtuous Induſtry, you may Wh 
reap the greateſt Benefit and Inſtruction. Learn Wd 
then to curb the Tranſports of Proſperity by re- WW 7 
flecting that it is, in general, but the Forerunner w. 
of Adverſity. And be firm in Tribulation, it to 
view of the Tranquillity and Happineſs that {WS: 
are to ſucceed them. For 'tis the Diſpenſatio N v: 
of Providence to chequer Afflictions with Inter- Nn 
vals of Pleaſure, the better to nouriſh our Hope, th. 
and preſerve us againſt being borne away: by «vi 
too tedious Tide of Trouble; and to inter- fu 
ſperſe Tribulations amidſt our Felicity, that we 
may not be elated by it, but remain always in Fea 
from the Conſciouſneſs of out miſerable Cond: 
tion. All this did our Lord for our Inſtruction, 
and to conceal himſelf from Satan. Loſe nol 
the Benefit of it for want of refle&ting thereon. 
Secondly, Be mindful that He, who enjoys Be 
nefits Proſperity from the Gift of God, ha 
no Right to prefer himſelf to thoſe who are not 


blel 
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bleſt alike : And ſuch as are leſs profuſely fa - 
vour'd with them ought not to be dejected, or 


ls 

mn 

et 

n- take Occaſion to obſerve from the Angelical 
ze, WY Viſit which was paid to Foſeph, not to his bleſſed 
1S, 


envious in view of ſuch as are more ſo. This I 


Spouſe Mary, though ſhe was ſo much ſuperior | 


„to him. So when we find St. Zoſeph, though 


ian ſo eminent in the Sight of God, favour'd but in 
id a Dream with an angelical Viſit which were ſo 


He much more to be coveted in the full Enjoy- 


d ment of the Senſes ; we ſhould learn not to be 
and WM ungrateful to God for the Gifts of his Bounty, 
de- by murmuring when they are not ſo extenſive 
to {Was our Deſires. 

Na- - Thirdly, Confider that it is by the ſpecial 


rom Permiſſion of the Almighty that the Ele& are 


may haraſs'd by Troubles and Perſecutions. It was 
earn I doubtleſs no ſmall Affliction to the Parents of 
Jeſus that his Death was fought after. For 


to them? *Tis true they knew him to be the 
ward the inferior Part from Deſpondency. Why 
(might they not have ſaid ?) Why, O Lord, fince 
hou art Almighty, ſhould it be neceſſary to fly 
with thy Son into Egypt ? Art not thou power- 
fal enough every where to preſerve us unhurt ? 
hy ſhould we be reduced to the painful Ne- 
eſſity of fleeing from our native Land to a di- 
ant unknown Country, through rough and 
langerous Ways? Add to this that the divine 
ſe not lnfant was in an Age too tender feemingly for ſo 
:reon. Naborious a Journey, being yet but two Months 
ys Bepld: And his Parents unfit. for the Fatigues as 


what more 5 News could be brought 


Son of Göd: But that was nat ſufficient to 


— 


d, heel! as Dangers of the Road; the one on Ac- 


are naount of her being fo young, the other by Rea- 
ble | | ſon 
2 
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ſon of his Age, and both, for Want of Neceſ- 
ſaries to travel with, which their extreme Po- 
verty denied them. If theſe were not Matters 
of exceſſive Affliction, what is ſo? Do you 
therefore, when in Tribulation, arm yourſelf | 
with Patience, nor expect from your divine 
Maſter thoſe Privileges which he reſerv'd not 

for his Mother or himſelf. . 

. Fourthly, Conſider his ineffable Benignity. 
How ſoon and how patiently does he ſubmit to 
Perſecution for your Sake, and to Baniſhment 
from his own Country, rather chuſing meekly to 
fly the Tyranny than puniſh the Tyrant, more 
ſollicitous to prevent the Commiſſion of a Crime 
than to exerciſe his Vengeance on the Criminal. 
Oh how profound is this Patience and Humi- 
lity ! He will neither do Injuries nor return 
them; and therefore meekly. contents him- 
ſolf with avoiding the Conſequences of them | 
Thus does it behove us to behave in Regard 
to ſuch as abuſe, ill- treat, or perſecute us. In- 
ſtead of making a like Return, inſtead of load. 
ing them with the Effects of our Vengeance, 
let us bear them with Patience, and endeavour 
to avoid the Rage of their Malice; nay, . let us 

ray for them, and return them Good for their 

vil, after the Example which our divine Maſter 
has elſewhere ſet us. 

In fine, our Lord ſubmitted to flee from the 
Face of his Vaſſal, his Servant, his Slave, nay, 
from a Devil incarnate. In this Journey he 
was borne along by his Mother in her tendereſt 
Youth, and by St. Joſeph a feeble old Man, 
thro' a wild, h, pathleſs, uented, 
tedious Length of Road to Egypr, which re- 
quires a Fortnight's Poſt for a Courier * per- 
a on 
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form, and they perhaps were ſome Months in 
compaſling it. For, if we may credit Tradition, 
they croſg'd that Deſert in which the Children 
of Iſrael remain'd forty Years. And what 


Hunger and Thirſt muſt they not endure be- 


fore the End of their Journey ? For how ſhould 
ſuch poor and feeble Perſons be able to carry 
with them the Supply of Proviſions neceſſary 
for ſo long a Progreſs? And if they did not, 
where ſhould they be ſupplied in ſo trackleſs 
and uninhabited a Wilderneſs? And where, 
think you, could they find a Shelter from the 


Hardneſs of the Ground, and the Inclemency of 


the Air, to repoſe themſelves by Night, amidſt a 
Waſte, where Houſes might ſeem uſeleſs for want 
of Inhabitants. Compaſſionate therefore theſe 
illuſtrious Sufferers who muſt doubtleſs labour 
under many, mighty, and tedious Difficul- 
ties and Hardſhips as well themſelves as the 
divine Babe they carried with them: Accom- 
pany them in Mind, and ſhare with them the 
heavy Toil of carrying the bleſſed Infant, and 
with to alleviate as much as poſſible their exceſ- 
five Fatigues. Grudge not to bear a little Af- 
fliction and Penance for yourſelves, fince ſo 
much has been borne for you by others, by ſuch 
confiderable Perſonages, nay, and ſo many 
Times. I ſhall not give you, pious Reader, 


any Detail of what happen'd to them on their 


Way to Egypt, as nothing certain can be re- 
lated of it. All we can depend upon is, that, 
at their Arrival in Zgypt, all the Idols in the 
Country fell in Pieces. They traveil'd as far as 
Heliopolis, and there, renting a little Cottage, 


| dwelt for ſeven Years in the Place, in the Qua- 


lity of poor, indigent, homeleſs * 
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And here, devout Chriſtian, we enter into 
an ample and beautiful Field of pions and ten- 
der Meditation: And therefore attend diligent- WW 
ly to the following Reflections. Whence and 
by what Means could they procure even a 
homely Subſiftence for ſo long a Space of Time 
as they remained in this Chontey? Did they 
content 3 think you, with _ idle 
mary tion © ? No. We are inform'd 

7 fovernl ficres? Writers, how ingenious as 
A as induſtrious our bleſſed Lady was at her 
Needle and Spinning, and that ſhe was extreme- 
ly aſſiduous in working for the Support of her 
beloved Son and Spouſe. They were all con- 
ſtant Lovers of Poverty from the Beginning, 
and continued ſo to the End of their immaculate 
Lives. Now may we not ſuppoſe that ſhe was 
reduced to go from Houſe to Houſe to ſollicit for 
Work ? For how ſhould the Neighbourhood 
know either her Wants or Inclindtion to be em- 

loy'd, without her doing fo ? And yet what 
Relutance muſt not this Pattern of Modeſty 
feel in being obliged to expoſe her virginal Baſh- 
fulneſs to the looſe Looks of curious and ſhame- 
leſs Gazers, by going Abroad ! Which never- 
theleſs we may conceive ſhe could not avoid do- 
ing, without taking her beloved Spouſe and 
Help-mate from his Labours, who, no doubt, was 
buſy on his Side in earning as much as old Age 
would permit him, to aid his ſacred Spouſe to 
ſupport the bleſſed Jeſus, till he came to an 
Age to leſſen their Labour by his own. In- 
deed when he came to the competent Age of a 
Youth, we may without Abſurdity believe that 
he ſaved his Mother's Bluſhes and ſhared in her 
Labour, by carrying — the Works I 
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finiſh'd them, and ſolliciting for more: For what 
other Uſher can we ſuppoſe ſhe had ? So may 
we imagine that oftentimes the careful Virgin, 
to buy nec 
ſend him for the Money which remain'd due to 
her for Work unpaid, or to importune and im- 
plore for Part of it at leaſt. And what Hu- 
miliation muſt it not be for the Son of God to 
be ſent on fuch a M and what muſt not 
her Confuſion be, to be reduced to ſend him 
on it? And what if when the ſacred Youth car- 
ried home the Labours of his Parent to ſuch 
as had employ'd her, and ſted the Fruits 


of her Fatigue from them? Might he not often 


meet with ſome riotous, abuſive, roiſy Terma- 
gant, who, inſtead of Money, paid him with 
ill Language, and ſhutting the Doors againſt 
ſent him Home empty? How many ſuch In- 
ſults are not daily practiſed towards poor and 
helpleſs Strangers! And can we ſuppoſe that 
Chriſt eſcaped them, who went thither in 
ſearch of them ? How often has he come 
Home hungry, as Children are wont to be, and, 
aſking his Mother for Bread, had the Mortifi- 
cation to hear her anſwer him with a Sigh, that 
ſhe had none to give him] What Anguiſh muſt 
ſhe not feel on ſuch Occafions ! With what ten- 
der Words would ſhe try to appeaſe his Hun- 
ger, and conſole: him ! With what redoubled 
Induſtry would ſhe not labour to procure him 
the Food he calPd for! And how often has ſhe 
not defrauded her own Appetite, and robb'd it 
of its Meal to fave one for him! Theſe and ſuch- 
like Points are exceedingly pleafing as well as 
uſefu] to meditate on, concerning Chriſt and 
his bleſſed Mother. I have. here * 

ay 


Food for him, was forced to 
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Way for you to do it. Tis now your Buſine(s 
to reap the Advantage by extending and pur 
ſuing with Devotion ſuch pious Thoughts a 
theſe, in order to become little with — little 
Feſus. Scorn not therefore to reflect on the 
moſt humble and minute Circumſtances that 
may be conceived to have attended him; how. 
ever childiſh they may appear in the Eye of 
Worldlings. For they are moſt evidently capa- 
ble of adding Force to our Devotion, and ney 
Warmth to our Love, to enflame our Affection, 
to excite our Compaſſion, to confer new Pu- 
rity and Simplicity to our Manners, to nouriſh 
in us a ſtrong Propenſion to Poverty and 
e to * up in us a certain Familia. 
rity of Practice of the Virtues we obſerve in 
theſe divine Perſonages, to create in us a kind 
of Similitude and Conformity with them, and 
finally to raiſe and ſtrengthen our Hopes of 
enjoying the Fruits of that Goodneſs we ſo 
much admire and wiſh to imitate in them. II 
incompatible with our low State to aſcend to the 
Sublimity of God. But, as St. Paul obſerves, 
That which ſeems fooliſh of him is wiſer than 
the greateſt human Prudence, and that which 
ſeems weak ſurpaſſes all the Power of Man. 
Befides, the Meditation of theſe humble Subject 
ſeems capable of abating, if not totally deſtroying, 
our Pride; of weakening our Ambition; and 
confounding our vain Curioſity. So much Good 
comes from ſuch ſpiritual Employment. Se 
therefore, and endeavour to become little with 
the little Jeſus, that you may (without Preju- 
dice to Humility) grow up and be great in Mer 
ſure as He ſhall : follow him whitherever hb 
goes, and keep your Eyes always upon * h 
g ut 
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But have you yet reflected enoug's to gather 
from what has been ſaid, how painful their Po- 
verty muſt be, and how mortifying to this baſh- 


any thing ; any thing ſuperfluous; any thing 
hat of curious. No. This was contrary to a State of 
. Po , and therefore ſhe, who loved Povert 

- 01 BY fo well, would never have conſented to poſſels 
pa: any thing of that Kind. Nay, ſo ſcrupulous 
eV By was She of giving Way to Curiofity, or any 
101, thing that ſeemed oppoſite to Poverty or vir- 
Pu · ¶ tuous Induſtry, that She would not at any Price, 
ili nor for the Sake of an one, ſo much as put 
and her Finger to rich, curious, trifling, or unne- 
ul ceflary Works, No, She would often fay, 
e u when ſuch Trifles were brought to her; Let 
kind them work at this who have not their Time at 
and Heart. And how indeed could She in ſuch a 
oi dejected State of Poverty afford to idle away fo 
e ſo much precious Time as is required in the con- 
trivance as well as working of certain ve 
Bawbles, of no Signification even when they are 
finiſh'd ? Tho' Poverty was not the ſole Diſſwa- 
five that kept her from ſuch kind of Work. 
No. Had She been leſs poor than She really 


uch kind of Employments, properly ſpeaking, 
dym, Ware but 2 mote 2 kind H 1leßefs 3 ag 
; andſWnay appear from many Reaſons. Firſt, Becauſe 
Goodſſthey are but an expenſive Method of waſting 
Se Bnd miſpending Time: fince all ſuch kinds of 
e wit abours require many more Hours (not to ſay 

Days and Months) to compleat them, than 
ey poſſibly can be worth when compleated. 
econdly, Becauſe they are the Cauſes of Vain- 


ful Family? Had they, think you, choice of 


vas, She would have refuſed them alike. Since 


ory in ſuch as work them. Oh how many 
" th F fond 
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fond and ſelf-applauding Looks does the Worker 1 
throw. away ra ſuch idle Pieces of — J 


That curiouſly flower'd Apron ; that embroi- 
der'd Mantle; this other Trimming ſo 8 3 
woven, ſo well concerted : How often, alas, 
how often does it engroſs the Caontriver's 
Thoughts even when away from it; even at 
the moſt ſacred Occupations ! And when the 
Mind ſhould be employ'd in ſtudying how to 
render the Soul more pleaſing in the Sight of 
God, it has enough to do to contrive, to carry 
on, to perfect a Work of this Nature, of no 
Manner of Conſequence when it is done. This | 
is a Weakneſs the female Sex are more particu- | 
larly guilty of, a Weakneſs ſo much the more 
to be lamented in them, as they are inſenſible 1 
in general how blameable it is. And yet [ 
make nodoubt but, that devout Sex will ſoon be 
convinced of it, if they but ſeriouſly reflect, on | 
the Time they loſe by it, the ill Habits they f 
gain, and the Miſchiefs they do: And all to v 
tax themſelves and others with an unmerited 
Applanſe, Thirdly, Theſe kinds of Labours are * 
condemnable on account of the Pride they occa- 
ſion in the Perſons they are done for: Exper: 
* ſhews us that theſe Sorts of Things art 
proper Fuel to feed and foment the 
. or as what is mean and lowly cherihe 
Humility, — toes gaudy nouriſne 
Pride and Vanity. Fuurtbly, They are Cauſe 
af alienating the Soul from God: For as St. Gr 
ory very judiciouſſy Remarks, The Soul 
comes more and more wean'd from the div 
Love, in Proportion as its Affection for earthhf 
Objects encreaſes Fiftbly, They are unhappy 
3 the * TINY : 
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: the three great Origins of all Sin in the World : 
i For ſuch Vain Objects can be uſeful to no other 
„ End than to attract the Looks of the Vain. 
And yet as often as any one takes Delight in 
BY ly gazing on ſuch vain and empty Trifles, be 


ſhe the Worker or the Enjoyer of them, ſo of- 


ar ten ſhe offends God. Sixthly, They are but 
too often a Snare and Bane to ſuch as behold 
dem: Who may many Ways tranſgreſs by 
barely lookirg on them, for Example, by _ 
Scandal, by coveting them, by envying the Poſ- 
bes ſeſſors of them, by raſh Judgment, by ſilent 
| Murmuring; t finally by open Detra&ing. 
Think fore how often, and how many 
none Ways God may be offended by ſuch curious 
Trifles, or rather laborious Idleneſs, before they 
deve brought to a Concluſion? And conſider 
n whether you, oh female Reader, and ev 
effeminate Worker of ſuch needleſs Curioſities 
* are not the guilty Inſtruments of all thofe Evils? 
"ww Wherefore whoever ſhould perſuade you to 
el Jork them ſuch kind of Things, you ought 
13” Y never to comply with their Requeſt, becauſe 
ho Authority can juſtify your conſenting to the 
Vanity of others, and whatever can poſſibly 
end to the offending God ĩs abſolutely to be ayoid- 
ed. How much more then are you blameable, 
if, of your own Accord, you do it; to ingratiate 


Cauſe W ourſel ves, more defirous of rendering yourſelves 
enkel in the Sight of Man than God. Leave 
hy „Ferefore to Worldlings ſuch Works, as are in- 
dul . Weed the proper Trappings of the World, but 


Wc Averſion of God. Tis not indeed to be won- 
der d that Perſons of little Solidity and leſs Piety 
1PPY Mould make ſuch vain Amuſcmeats their great 
©, 005 ulmels of Life; bat 9 be ſufftclent⸗ 
„ | 2 ly 
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ly admired at is, that the devouter Part, they, 
who are deſirous of attaining to perfect Purity of 
Conſcience, ſhould defile themſelves with fuch 
Soil, fach mere Litter! When ' tis plain to be 
ſeen how many Evils are produced from it, of 
which it is not perhaps the leaſt dangerous one, 
to act ſo oppoſite to the Spirit of Poverty. To 
conclude in a Word, ſuch kind of Employments 
are ſhrew'd Signs of Levity, Vanity, and In- 
conſtancy, in the Generality of thoſe who give 
themſelves up to them. Be you therefore, oh 
ſpiritual Chriſtian, as apprehenſive of ſuch A- 
muſements as you would be of playing with the 
moſt venomous Serpent. I would nor hqwever 
be thought to condemn all beautiful Wotks of 
Ingenuity. Nothing more innocent than theſe 
pretty Productions of Fancy which are defign'd 
only for a ſhort Relaxation from more intenſe I . 
Applications of the Mind, but eſpecially ſuch I f 
Works as are dedicated to the Service of God ſ 
at his Altar; provided they are done without ,,. 
too much Affection, Delight, or Attachment of g. 
Heart, for that is abſolutely to be taken Cate n 
of. All I mean to decry is thoſe curious 
Nothings, which tend only to feed Vanity, wofür 
nouriſh Luxury, to bring Poverty to Scorn, to 
enervate Devotion, and wean the Affections « 
the Soul from the Creator to the Creature. Off N 
which kind of Curiofities hear what St. Bernarie,., 
thinks. Tell me, I beſeech you, ſays he, what... 
can ſuch Vanities avail the Body; or what Ad Pere 
vantage do they bring to the Soul. They are aan 
beſt but a poor, empty, childiſh Satisfaction ite 
And it were hard to invent a ſeverer Impreraſ (, 
tion, on thoſe, who, deſpiſing the peaceful En 
joyment of pleaſant Repoſe, delight in wt "or 
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leſsneſs of Curiofity, than to wiſh they may be 
„ WM condemn'd to the Poſſeſſion of whatever they 
of W hanker after. 
ch But let us return from this long Digreſſion 
be (into which the deteſtable Error of Curioſity led 
of me) to contemplate our bleſſed Lady in Egypt 
ne, ¶ amidft ker Labours of Sewing, Knitting, Spin- 
To ning, Sc. Think how diligently, humbly, 
nts and patiently ſhe perſever'd in theſe Exerciſes, 
In- without ſlackening in the leaſt her motherly 


ve Care of her divine Son, or the Buſineſs of her 


oh Family, till aſſiduous to ker devout Exerciſes 
A- of Watching and Prayer, whenever her neceſ- 
the ſary Occupations permitted her the Leiſure. 
ever | Compaſſionate her therefore, and at the fame 
s of © Time make this uſeful Reflection: That even 
heſe the Queen of Heaven purchas'd Heaven by 
gn'l violence: And can you then expect to obtain 
denſe I it otherwiſe ? Tis not improbable however that 
ſuch ¶ ſome charitable Matrons of her Neighbourhood, 
God Witneſſes of her great Induſtry and extreme Po- 
verty, might now and then ſend her ſome ſmall 
Relief, which ſhe ſubmitted to accept with Hu- 
Carel mility and Thankfulneſs. Tho? it is equally 
1r10U5 probable that the holy St. Jeep was as indu- 
> VEſirious as his great Age would permit him to 
earn a Support for his Family at the laborious 
Trade of a Carpenter. Thus you ſee what 


3 ample Subjects of Compaſſion riſe before you at 
ernarievery Step. Pauſe here a while : — Then re- 
, 1 n nueſting the Bleſſing of the divine Jeſus and his 
it | 


arents take leave of theſe innocent Exiles, who, 
'd without Cauſe from their native Land, 
e reduced to wander, and earn their Bread in 
= foreign Country at the Sweat of their Brows. 
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C HAP. XII. 
Of our Lord's returning frhm Egypt. 


H EN the Lord had compleated his 
ſeven Years Exile in Egypt, an Angel 
appear'd to Jeſepb in a Dream, and bid him 
carry back the Youth and his Mother to the Land 
of Hrael: For they are now dead who ſought 
the Death of the Boy. Jeſepb therefore pa- 
tiently took the Child and his Mother, and re- 
turn'd to the Country of the Hraelites, but at 
his Arrival upon the Borders, hearing that Ar. 
chelaus, the Son of Herod, reign'd there he be- 
an to dread going any farther, till again in- 
ructed by the Angel he retird into Galilee to 
the City of Nazareth. Which according to the 
Martyrologe was much about the ſame Time of 
the Year as the Epiphany. 
Here again you ſee as before how God oſten 
{ends his Revelations, ſpiritual Comforts, and 
other Graces as it were but by halves, and not 


according to the Fulneſs of our Wiſhes. This 


may appear from two Circumſtances : Fit, 
From his ſending the Angel to Jeſepb not open- 
ly but in a Dream: Secondly, From the Angel 
not giving him his whole Inſtructions at once, 
but at two ſeveral Times. Indeed the Gloſs 
ſays, that God did ſo, becauſe St. Fofeph, and 
every one bleſt in the like Manner, muſt be 


more certain of their Vifien from a Repetition 


of it. But be that as it may, we ought to ſet 
a. Value upon every the leaſt Gift of Heaven, 
and be grateful for it, ſince we ought to aſſure 

Th ourſelyes 
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ourſelves that God diſpoſes every Thing on his 
Part for our greateſt Benefit. 

But now let us ſtick to our Saviour's Return 
from Egypt. Be you, devout Reader, very at- 
tentive to it; *tis rich in Matter of pious Me- 
ditation. Return then mentally to Egypt, 
with the pure Intention of viſiting the Child 
Feſus 5 fancy yourſelf to firid him _— 
other Children, with whom he deigns to 
play for their ſpiritual Good : Imagine that 
he runs. to meet you; for he is all Affability, 
Bounty, and Courteſy. Fly then to prevent 
him, and throwing yourſelf on your Knees adore 
and kiſs his ſacred Feet: Then rifing, take him 
into your Arms, devoutly embrace bim, and 
dwell awhile in this ſweet Contemplation. 
Think you hear him fay to you: Welcome 
hither, oh devout Soul, partake the glad Ti- 
dings with me of our being again at Liberty to 
return to {Fael; and fince you are come hither 
at ſo favourable a Juncture ſtay with me, and 

m us in our Journey. In conſequence of 
which expreſs your Joy to him, the Defire you 
have of accom him always, and every 
where, and the Delight you take in converſing 
with him. Though, as I have already ob- 
fery'd to you, theſe Kind of pious Thoughts 
may, and undoubtedly will ſeem childiſh in the 
Opinion of Worldlings; vet know that a de- 
vout and frequent Meditation on them will 
yield you a more than common Conſolation, and 
diſpoſe you to greater aud more ſublime Sub- 
jets. After this fancy yourſelf led by our di- 
vine Saviour to his Parents, who graciouſly re- 
ve, and courteouſly treat you. Throw your- 

| F 4 * ſelf 


: Who made the Earth, and all that is in it make 
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ſelf again on your Knees, and, devoutly revering 
them, remain along with them. 

The next Morning when they are ready to 
ſet out on their Journey, imagine you ſee ſome 
of the moſt reſpectable Matrons of the City, 
and the wiſer Part of the Men come to accom- 
pany them out -of the Gates in Acknowledg- 
ment of their peaceful, neighbourly, and pious 
Manner of living and converſing while among 
them. For doubtleſs they had given Notice 
ſome Days before-hand of their De e that 
they might not ſeem to ſteal away in a clande- 
ſtine Manner, which might have look'd ſuſpi- 
cious now they had net the ſame Reaſon for 
doing it as when they fled into Egypt to pre- 
ſerve the Infant Zeſus from the Hands of a 
Butcher. And now ſuppoſe them ſetting out, 
holy Joſepb accompanied by the Men going be- 
fore, and our Lady following attended by the Ma- 
trons. Do you therefore take the bleſſed Infant 
in your Arms. and devoutly him before 
her, for She ſuffers Him not out of her Preſence. 
When they were out of the Gates, the holy 
Joſeph diſmiſſes the Company, not ſuffering them 
to go on any farther ; when one of the Wealthieſt 
of them calPd the Child Jeſus, and in Com- 
paſſion to the Poverty of his Parents beſtows a 
few Pence upon him, and the reſt of the Com- 
pany aſter the Example of the firſt do the ſame, 
Compaſſionate here the Confuſion of the divine 
Child, who bluſhing holds his little Hands out 
to receive what the Love of Poverty has redu- 
ced him to want; pity likewiſe his holy Parents 
who ſhare his Confuſion with him, and think on 
the great Leſſon here ſet you, when you ſee him 


choice 


* 
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choice of ſo rigorous a Poverty, and ſo penu- 
rious a Life for his bleſſed Parents and himſelf. 


to What Luftre does not the Virtue of Poverty 
me receive from their Practice]! And how can we 
ity, behold it ui them without being charm'd to the 


ove and Imitation of the like Perfection. After 
returning Thanks to their Company, and tak- 
ig their Leave they ſet out on their Journey. 
But how, think you, was the little Ze/us able to 
go through the Fatigues of ſo long a Way. 

hen he went into Egypt he Smalneſs of his 
Size made it eaſy for his Parents to carry 
iſpi- Whim ; but now too big to be carried, he is 
he et too little and tender to walk it. Poſſibly 
pre- indeed ſome tender-hearted Neighbour might 
of a {beſtow on them an Aſs to carry him on. Yet, 
out, Noch admirable Youth, oh delicate Stripling ! Oh 
be- {Sovereign of Heaven and Earth! How ſoon did 
Ma- Nou begin, and what Labours did you conſent 
nfant Ito ſuffer for our Sakes ? Well might propheti- 
efore {ally perſonate you in thoſe Words: I am poor, 
ence. ſnd ſubject to Lahours from my Youth. What 
holy ſextream Penury? What endleſs Toil ? What 
them podily Hardſmps, and rigorous Treatment of 
thieſt Fourſelf did you not aſſume for our Sakes ! 
Com- Phould not this very Labour we are now me- 
ows 2 Nitating have ſufficed to redeem us? Take then 
Com- The Child Jeſus, oh devout Reader, and in your 
ſame, Imagination place him devoutly on the Aſs, 
divine onduct him carefully, and when he is inclin'd 
Is out to diſmount receive him joyfully in your Arms, 
redu- nd tenderly cheriſh him awhile, till his bleſſed 
arents Mother comes up, who may be ſuppoſed to 
ink on Falk flower, Then reſign the divine Child to 
ee him er Arms, the Reception of whom will ſtand 
make er in Stead of Repoſe. Thus they repaſs the 
choice _ 
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Deſert they came through, where you may fe. 
quently compaflionate them on the Way, on 
Account of the little Reft they receive, though 
waſted Day and Night with Fatigue. When 
they reach'd the utmoſt Skirt of the Wilderneſs, 
they found there Jobn the Baptiſt, who already 
began to do Penance, tho* privileg'd from Sin, 
"Tis faid, that that Part of Jordan, where Fob 
baptiſed, is the ſame which the Children of [| 
rael paſsd over, when they came through thi 
Deſert out of Egypt; and that Jabn did Penance 
near the ſame Place. So that it is not impro- 
bable that Chri might find him there in hi 
Return from Egypt. Fancy then you ſee hin 
joyfully receiving them: Who remaining with 
him awhile, and partaking of his courſe and 
homely Proviſions, ſhare with him in Retum 
the Sweets of ſpiritual Recreation, and then de- 
part. You therefore at meeting and parting 
omit not to pay your Reverence to the Saint, 
but throw yourſelf at his Feet, and devontly 
kifling them recommend yourſelf to the Inter. 
ceffion of this Youth, excellent and wonderful 
in every Circumftance of his Life. He was the 
firſt Hermit, the Founder and Pattern of al 
who make Choice of a religious and folitar) 
Life: He was an unſpotted Virgin, an excel 
lent Preacher, more than a Prophet, and a glo- 
rious Martyr. After — from Fohn the 
blefled Travellers croſs — and call 
at the Houſe of Elizabeth where they paſs 
ſome Time in mutual Congratulations, ſpiritual 
Joy, and celeſtial Mirth. Here Joſeph being in- 
form'd that Archelaus reign'd in Zudea, and ad. 
moniſh'd in a Dream by an Angel, they retir'l 
to the City of Nazareth in Galilee. 


- 


And 
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And new we have brought back the Child 
Jeſus out of Egypt, at whoſe Return the Siſters, 
other Relations, and Friends of our bleſſed Lady 
come to congratulate with them in Nazareth, 
where they remain, and purſue their uſual Love 
of Poverty. From this Time, to the twelfth 
Year of Age of the bleſſed Jes, nothing re- 
markable is recorded of him. Iis faid how- 
ever, and is not improbable, that the Fountain 


is ſtill to be ſeen there, out of which he uſed to 


draw Water for his Mother. For our truely 
humble Lord often did ſuch humble Offices for 
her, as ſhe had no one elſe to do them. Here 


too we may ſuppoſe, that St. Fobx the age [4 
ten 


bſt, who was then about five Years old, 

came to viſit our Lord, accompanied by his 
Mother, who was Sifter to the bleſſed Virgin. 
For it is written of him, that he died Sixty 
ſeven Years after our Lord's Paſſion in the 
Ninety eighth Year of his Age, ſo that at the 
Time of Cbriſt's Suffering, which was when he 
was ſomething turn'd of Thirty three Years 
ald, St. John was One and thirty; and conſe- 
quently the one being ſeven Years old at his 
Return from Egypt, the other muſt be five. 


Imagine then, you ſee theſe holy Children con- 
verſing together, and contemplate their Con- 
verſation in ſuch Manner as the Holy Ghoſt 
ſhall vouchſafe to inſpire. What will greatly 
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by which Sinners diſhonour'd him. Thus then 


pious Reader, be attentive, and render yourſelf 10 


The LIFE of 


COR A FF. 


D 


Ser e 


How our Lord Jeſus remain d in Jeruſalem, 


HE N our Lord was twelve Years ol 

he went up with his Parents to Jem. 
ſalem, according to the Law and Cuſtom of the 
Feſtival, which laſted for eight Days. Again 
then, the divine 7eſus undertakes the Labour of 
a long Journey, to honour his heavenly Father 
on the Days holy to him. For infinite was the 
Love between the Father and Son. But the 
Joy, which the external Pomp and Honour paid 
to his Father gave the holy Jeſus, fell greatly 
ſhort of the Affliction and bitter Anguiſh of 
Heart he felt on Account of the many Crime 


was the Lord of the Law obſervant of the i © 
Law; and thus humbly did the Creator of the 
Greateſt mingle with the Leaſt of his Creatures. i © 
When the Octave was ended, his Parents re- 
turning home, he remain'd in Feruſalem. Here, 


reſent to every Thing that paſſes ; you wil 
End the Subject equally devout and profitable. > 


I have already told you, that Nazareth, the 


Place of Chri/Ps Abode, is about fifteen Miles N 
diſtant from Feruſalem. When therefore in the As 
Evening our bleſſed Lady and St. Foſeph, wh 
had taken different Roads, met at the Inn where 1 
they were to put up for that Night; the Vr. be 
gin, not ſeeing the Child with her Spouſe, in 7 
whoſe Company ſhe expected him to return, hs 
_ immediately 


* 
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immediately asks him: Where is the Child 
Jeſus? To whom he anſwers, with equal Sur- 
prize and Concern, is he not with you? Alas, 
I thought him return'd in your Company, he 


came nct with me, neither know I what 1s come 


of him. Shock'd at this unexpected, unhoped 


for Reply, the frighted Mother, burſting into a 
Flood of Tears, cries: No, ah no, he came 
not with me. Alas, alas, is this the Care I 
ſhould have taken of my Child? Is all my 
Tenderneſs come to this? Then ruſhing forth, 
diſtracted with Anxiety, ſhe runs from Houſe 
to Houſe with all the Compoſure ſo much Grief 
was capable of : Tell me, oh Neighbours, tell 
me, have you ſeen my Son? Where is my 
Child? For Pity's Sake, who has my Child? 
Ah, deareſt Feſus ! where, where art thou? 
What is come of thee, my dear, my only 
Child ? Thus ran the anxious Virgin from Place 
to Place, diſtracted and loſt to Comfort amidſt 
her Grief and Care, the bleſſed Fo/-ph in Tears 
every where following to conſole her. But 
what Conſolation could either of them receive 
when they found not the divine Jeſus? What 
muſt thew Sorrow be, eſpecially her's, whoſe 
Tenderneſs muſt be greateſt ! What could avail 
the Comfort their Neighbours, their Friends, 
their Relations endeavour'd to give them? Can 
ought compenſate the Loſs of Feſus ? Do you 
therefore condole with this bleſſed Couple, whoſe 
Affliction muſt be greater than Tongue can ex- 
reſs. For which of all the Troubles they ever 
uffer d could come up to this? Let us not then 
be diſcontent, when Trouble viſits us, ſince 
Teſus 2 not fit to ſpare his Parents. Tis 


his divine ermiſſion that Afflictiofis ſhould viſit 


us, 


* 
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us, they are ſo many Proofs of his Love to us, We. 


and are calculated for our Benefit. 

The bleſſed Virgin, finding all her Szarcaes to 
no Purpoſe, retires ſorrowful to her Chambe:, 
and throwing herfelf on her Knees, with Tears 
of Humility mix'd with Confidence, ſhe thus 
add reſſes herſelf to God her conſtant Refuge: 
and only Comfort: Oh God, my Father, 
my eternal Lord, my all-iweet and benign Be- 
nefactor! You vouchſafed to beſtow your be. 
loved Son upon me, and I, alas, have loſt him, 
nor know where to ſeek him. Reftore him © 
me again, oh reſtore him to me. Remove, ob 
Father, this bitter Heavineſs from me, and 
fhew me my Son. I have acted incautiouſly, but 
knew not that I did ſo. Look not therefore 
on my” Negligence, but on the Exceſs of m 
Affliction; and out of your immenſe Goodneh 
give me back my Son, without whom Lite 
would be a Death to me. Oh where art thou, 
my deareſt beloved Son? What is come of thee? 
Who enjoys the Bleſſing of cheriſting thee in my 
Stea&? Art thou return'd to Heaven to thy d- 
vine Father? For I know thon art the Son 
God, and God thyſelf. Why then didſt thou 
nat acquaint me with thy Departure, that I might 
once more have embraced tkee in theſe Arms, and 
preſs d thee Lips to thy divine Month before | 
loſt thee ? Or rather has not ſome inſidious Mor- 
tal laid a Snare for thee ? For I know thou art as 
truly Man, begotten of this Fleſh of mine. Too 
well I remember the hurrying tnee'away to HH 
m thy tendereit Infancy to preſerve thee from the 

of Herod: And too much, too much | 
dread, thou art fallen into the Hands of ſuch an- 
ather Tyrant. But oh may thy heavenly Father 
— wy. preſerv: 
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preſerve thee from every Harm, my deareſt Child. 
| — oh deareſt Feſus, to thy afflicted Mother, 


come to thee. Forgive this one neglect, and I 
will never neglect thee more. When did I ever 
offend thee, that thou ſhould leave me thus. 
| know you are not unacquainted with the 
Grief that overwhelms me; oh caſe me then, 
my deareſt Son, and delay not returning te me. 
Did I ever ſince I bore thee, cat, fleep, or live 
without thee, before, And now I am vithdut 
thee, not knowing how. You know, you are 
all my Hope, my Life, my Joy, and that 
cannot ſubſiſt without you. Inſtruct me then 
where you are, or how I may find yu. 

With theſe and fuch like Ejaculations, the 
boy Mother of Chri/# ſooth'd her Sorrow till 
4 the next Morning, when, by Break of Day, 
they went forth ſeeking him round all the neigh- 
on You Villages, for there were many Ways 

—— to the Place where they then 
nere. Not finding him this Day, they went 
the next Day in Search of him to other Places 
and along other Ways, enquiring among all 
their Friends and Relations ; and now not find- 
ing him the afflicted Mother redoubles her Fears 


and Anxiety. But the third Day returning ta 


u the Midſt of the Doctors. No ſooner did 
the blefled Virgin caſt an Eye on the beloved 
Child, than, — with ſudden inexpreſſi- 


ble Joy, he throws herſelf on her Knees, and 


with, Tears of Conſolation returns her ſincereſt 
Thanks to God, The divine Youth ſecing bis 
Mother came up to her, who, ſtrait claſping him 
In ay Arms, * — and frets 


aft 
Ou, 
e 
my 
d- 
of 
jou 
phi 
i 7eru/alom they found him in the Temple, fitting 
of 
t at 
00 
N 
\ 1 
an 
her 
TV 


or let me know but where thou art, and I will 


fondled' 
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fondled him: Now ſhe tenderly prints he 
Kiſſes on his Cheeks, and holding him at he 
Breaſt ſtands immoveable, unable as yet, thro 
an Exceſs of tender Tranſport to ſpeak to hin 
till the Deſire of poſſeſſing him again in Saft, 
ſtopp'd the Overflow of Joy and gave he 
Words a Vent. Then looking wiſtifully cn 
him. Why, ah, why, my deareſt Child, hau 
you uſed us thus? With what Grief and Ans. 
ety have not I and your Father been ſeeking 
you! Why, ſays he, did you ſeek me? Knor 
Wt not that it behoves me to attend to my Fs 
's Affairs? But this they did not underſtand 
the Meaning, of, The joyful Mother ſtrait in. 
forms her Son of her Deſire to return to Nazu- 
reth : Son, ſays ſne, tis my Deſire that we go back 
to our peaceful Home, and will you not conſo| 
me with your Company thither. Yes, oh be. 
joved Parent, replies this Pattern of Obedience, 
your Pleaſure ſhall be mine; and as he faid he 
acted, returning with his Parents to Nazareth, 
fubmitting wholly to their Will in all Thing; 
as other Children ought to do. 

You have beneld then the Affliction of the 
bleſſed Mother on this Occaſion; and now con- 
ſider the Hardſhips of her divine Son, during 
theſe three Days. Imagine then you ſee him 
at the Door of ſome poor Man, craving Ad. 
mittance, where he is receiv'd and ſparing- 
ly help'd to eat. Thus the poor Child 
Feſus delights to accompany with the Poor. 
Next conſider him fitting amidſt the Doors, 
where, with a ſerene, wiſe, and yet reſpe&ul 
Countenance, he queſtions them as if he wer 
ignorant of the Things he aſks : All which he 


does partly out of Humility, partly rot ” _ 
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found them with the miraculous Readineſs of 
Ms his Solutions. | 
10 Here likewiſe you may conſider three very 
in WW remarkable Truths. The Firſt is, That who- Three 
erer wiſhes to be united to God, muſt not be = 
he WY attach'd to Parents, Friends, or Relations, but y,;;c.. 
renounce them, For Chriſt, when He was in- 
av tent upon the Affairs of his heavenly Father, for- 
W. ſook his beloved Mother, and was not to be 
ing WY found among any of his Relations. The Second 
ois, That no one who leads a ſpiritual Life ought 
F; to wonder, if he is ſometimes in a Sterility of 
and Devotion, and ſeems to be forſaken by God, 
in  fince the ſame happen'd to the very Mother of 
10. God. Let not fuch Perſons then be caſt down, 
ack WM but ſeek and endeavour to find him, by perfiſt- 
ſol ng in devout Meditation, and pious Works. 
be. The Third is, That no one ſhould be tenacious: 
nce, of their own: Will or Purpoſe, for tho? our 
dhe Lord Fe/us had ſaid; that it was proper for 
th, him to attend to the Work of his divine —— 
ng iet he changed his Purpoſe, and follow'd the 
Inclination of his bleſſed Mother, and accom- 
panied her and her holy Spouſe to Nazareth, 
where he remain'd ſubmiſſive to their Will. In 


con- 

aring Which you may likewiſe admire his profound 

* Humility, of which we ſhall take more Notice 
1 . 
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CH AP. AY. 


Of our Lord's Life from the twelfth 1 
the thirtieth Year of his Age. 


UR Lord Feſus then return'd from the 

Temple and from Feruſalem with his Pa- 

rents to Nazareth, and lived under their Obe- 

dience with them till the Beginning of his thu- 

tieth Year. Nor do we find in ſacred Scripture 8 

any Thing he did remarkable during that 

Time. What then ſhall we admire in him, Wi | 

or conceive. him to have done during ſo great 

an Interval? For if he did any Thing worthy WW , 

Admiration, why was it not recorded as well WM + 

as the reſt of his Actions? It ſeems ſurpriſingly WW 1 

ſtrange. But take Notice here, that his doing WW + 

nothing wonderful was a kind of miraculou W ff 

Action. For nothing that attends his Life ß F 

void of Myſtery. While he was ſpending de A 

| Time in practical Virtue, he kept filent, feem- WW B 

| ingly unactive, and abſconded. This Sovereign WM tie 

| Maſter then who was to teach all Virtues, and tio 

to point out the Path of Life, began from hs me 

Youth, by ſanctifying in his own Perſon tht 

Practice of a virtuous Life he came to teach, 

and that in a private, ineffable Manner, uw 

heard of before, that is appearing in the Eys 

of the World uſeleſs, abject; and fimple, 

we may devoutly conceive without Danger d 

Raſhneſs, Tho' I do not pretend to affun 

any Thing of this kind, or any other indeed pe 
which is not evidently confirm'd by the hol) 

Scriptures, or the Traditions of the Fathers 
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as I have already ſignified, in the Beginning of 
this Work. | 

Our Saviour then, during this Space of Time 
(as we may reaſonably conjecture) retired, as 
much as poſſible, from the Company and Con- 
verſation of Men: Spending much Time in the 
Synagogue, which was the Church of that 
Time, where, in the loweſt Place, he would 
remain for a long Time recollected in fervent 
Prayer to his divine Father. Thence he would 
return Home to his beloved Mother and her 
bleſſed Spouſe, whoſe Labour he would often 
alleviate by lending a helping Hand. He would 
pals and repaſs amidſt the buſy World about 
him, with an Air of as little Attention to their 
Affairs as if He did not ſee Mankind: And 
theſe would ſtupidly wonder that ſo fine a 
Youth ſhould be ſeen to do nothing worthy of 
their Praiſe. For all expected him to make a 
ſhining and conſiderable Fi among them. 
For while he was a Boy he encreaſed equally in 
Age and Wiſdom in the Sight of God and Man. 
But growing up, from his twelfth to his thir- 
tieth Year, he was not remarkable for any Ac- 
tions of Probity or Manhood above the com- 
mon Sphere. Which occaſion'd a univerſal 
Surpriſe, and drew upon him the Derifion of 
the Publick, who uſed to call him a uſeleſs 
Idiot, an infignificant Creature, and a ſtupid 
Mortal, or by Rach other kind of Titles. Neither 
did he apply to any Learning, inſomuch that it 
became a kind of Proverb' to fay that he was 
but an old Minor. Such a Life did he lead and 
perſiſt in, tho“ it Lrought him into Contempt 
with all Men, ho look'd upon him as mean and 


contemptible, which he previouſly —_—_— 
8. i 
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himſelf by the Mouth of his Prophet, ſaying, 7 
am a Worm, and not a Man. 

You ſee then how much our Lord did, ſeem- 
ing to do _— he render'd himſelf mean and 
deſpicable to all, as I have already ſaid. And 
certainly I know no greater or more difficult 
Practice in all the Duties of Life than this. And 
they, in my Opinion, may be ſaid to have reach'd 
the very Summit of Chritian Perfection, who 
are come ſo far as from their Minds and Hearts 
to conquer the Arrogance of their Fleſh, and 
truly and unfeignedly to conſent to be reputed 
as nothing, and even contemn'd as mean and 
infignificant. A Victory over one's ſelf of this 
Nature is greater and more glorious than the 
ſacking a ſtrongly garriſon'd Town, according 
to that of Solomon, The patient Man is better 
than the ſtrong one, and he that conquers his 
Spirit than the Conquerer of a City, Prov. xvi. 
Till then you arrive to this Point, never flatter 
yourſelf that you have done any Thing. For 
as in reality we are but uſeleſs, even when we 
have done our beſt, according to the Words of 
Chriſt, till we attain to this Degree of Humi- 
lity, we are nothing at all, but a vain and emp- 
ty Conſiſtency. Which the Apoſtle very plain- 
ly expreſſes, Whoever thinks himſelf to be ſome- 
thing, being really nothing, deceives himſelf, 
Gal. vi. If you aſk why our Lord practiſed 
this, I ſhall anſwer you, that it was not on his 
own Account, but for your Inſtruction. And 
therefore, Chriſtian, if you do not profit from fo 
great a Leſſon, you become inexcuſable. For tis 
an Abomination to ſee a Worm, and the deſtin'd 
Food of Worms, ſtrutting with Arrogance, and 
vainly raiſing himſelf above himſelf, mm 
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the Lord of Majeſty deigns to ſtoop to fo ab- 
je& a Degree of Humiliation. 

If any one ſhould deem it an Abſurdity to be- 
lieve that our Lord Jeſus led for ſo long a Time 
ſuch a Life of — Inactivity as here men- 
tion'd, and is rather diſpoſed to think the Evan- 
geliſts defective in the Accounts they give of 
him. I anſwer, in the firſt Place, that the Ex- 
ample of ſo much and ſo great Virtue cannot 
properly be call'd a State of Inactivity; ſince it 


was the moſt uſeful Leſſon he could give us, 


as being, properly ſpeaking, the Foundation of 
all Virtue. Secondly, it is written in the Goſpel 
of St. Jobn, When the Comforter ſhall come, the 
Spirit of Truth, whom I will ſend to you from 
the Father, who proceeds from the Father, he 
will give Teſtimony of me, and ye ſhall give Teſti- 
mony of me, becauſe ye are with me (that is, in 
the Quality of Preachers) from the Beginning. 
Joh. xv. And Peter ſays, at the Election of St. 
Matthias the Apoſtle, It is proper out of theſe 
Men, &c. from the Time of our Lord Jeſus 
Entering in among us, beginning from the Baptiſm 
of John, Sc. Acts i. Now he was then be- 
ginning about thirty Years old. Luke iii. Fohn 
then had not been his Precurſor, had Jeſus ſuf- 
fered them to preach ſooner. Beſides if he or 
they had begun their Miflion ſooner, how comes 
it that he was then ſo little known among his 
Neighbours, that they ſhould enquire, 1s not 
this the Carpenter's Son? Matth. xi. When 
in a very ſhort Time after he was commonly 
calbd the Son of David? If then he 3 

looner to do any thing remarkable, ſomething 
of it, at leaſt, would have been hinted in Holy 
deripture, and all * had not _ 
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ſo profoundly filent about him. This ſeems to 
be the Opinion of St. Bernard as I ſhall here- 
after quote him. But however the Truth of it 
be, I cannot but think it a very pious 'Matter 
of Meditation. *Tis thus the Lord Feſus forms 
the Sword of Humility, as the Prophet fore- 
told him. Girt on thy Sword upon thy Lions, ab 
moſt powerful! Pal. xliv. And with what 
Sword was it more proper to conquer the infer- 
nal Prince of Pride than with that of Humility ? 
For we no where read of his having engag'd 
him with the Weapons of his Greatneſs, but 
the oppoſite Ones, even at the Time of his Paſ- 
ſion, when he ſeem'd to ſtand in need of all his 
Immenſity. Hence the ſame Prophet bemoans 
him to his heavenly Father, ſaying, Jou have 
averted from bim the Help of his Sword, and 
have not aſſiſted him in the Battle. Pfal. Ixxxviii, 
You ſee then, Chriſtian Reader, how our Lord 
began firſt to do, and then to teach. Acts i. de- 
ſigning one Day to invite you to the Imitation 

him, with thoſe ine ffable Words, Learn from 
me, for I am meek and humble at Heart, 
Matth. xi. This then was the Virtue he firſt 
choſe to practiſe, and that not in outward Shew 
only, but from the inmoſt of his Heart, for he 
was truly meek and humble at Heart. He 
was incapable of Fiction, and therefore really 
humbled himſelf to ſeem and be mean and ab- 
Jet in the Eyes of Men; mſomuch that even 
after he began to preach his ſublime and heaven- 
ly Doctrine, and confirm'd it with Miracles, 
their Contempt of him continued, and they 
would often ſay of him in Derifion, Ibo 1 
this ? Is not this the Carpenter's Son? Mutt. xüi. 
with other like ſcornful Expreſſions. Accord- 


ing 
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0 ing to this Senſe then, it appears how truly the 
.. = Apoſtle ſaid, He exinanated himſelf taking the 
it Form of a Servant. Philip. ii. and not only of a 
er Servant, in one Senſe, by taking human Fleſh ; 
18 but in the loweſt Senſe of the Word, that is, 


e- he took the Form of a uſeleſs Servant by the 

. Lowlineſs and abject Manner of his Living. 

at Would you ſee how powerfully our Lord put 

- on this Sword? Conſider every Action of his, 

＋ and you will find Humility ſhining in it in all 

4 its Luſtre. Do but recollect, and you will find 

ut it in every Action hitherto taken notice of. And 2 1. 
* in thoſe which follow you may obſerve, that — 
his he was ſo far from neglecting the Practice of it, of Chriſt's 
ins that he encreaſes in Humility all his Life time, A ions. 


2rd his Diſciples Feet? Was he not extremely 
de- humbled by the Croſs he bore on his divine 
ion Shoulders? Did he not after his Reſurrection, 
om when in a glorified State, call his Diſciples, 
art. Brethren ? Go, ſays he, to Mary Magdalen, 


&rſt and tell my Brethren, &c. John xx. And even 
lew after his Aſcenſion did he not converſe familiarly 
r he with Paul, and as humbly, as if he had been 
He his Equal ? Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt thou me ? 
ally Acts ix. Where he does not call himſelf God 
ab- but me. And finally at the great and tremen- 
yen | duous Day of Judgment will he not, from 
ven- his majeſtick and awful Tribunal, fay, As 
cles, long as ye have done it to one of the leaſt of my 
they | brethren, ye have done it to me! Matth. xxv. 
bo is *T was not without Reaſon our Saviour ſhew'd 
- xn. fuch a Love for Humility. He knew that 
-ord- 48 Pride is the Foundation of all Siu, fo Hu- 
ing 6 4 mility 
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—_— mility is the Baſis of every Virtue, and the firſt 


Step to Salvation. Tis but a tottering Edifice 
that is not built upon the Groundwork of Hu- 


mility. Wherefore truſt not to your Chaſtity, 


to your Poyerty, or any other Virtue you are 
poſſeſs d of, unleſs it be accompanied with, and 
fo upported by Humility. Twas Chriſt then 


that firſt laid this Foundation, and ſhew'd how 


it is to be acquired, to wit, by vilifying and 
lowering himſelf in his own Eſteem, and in the 
Opinion of all the World, and by the uninter- 
rupted Exerciſe of Self-humiliation. Go you 
then, oh Chriſtian, and do the like, if you 
would be perfectly humble as becomes a Chri- 
ſtian. For Humility, Self- contempt, and the 
Practice of lowly and vilifying Works muſt pre: 
ceed all other Virtues, In Relation to which 
thus ſays St. Bernard : Humility which is ob- 
tain'd by Humiliation is the Bafis of all ſpiritual 
Structures. For Humiliation is as truly the 
Way to Humility, as Patience 1s to Peace, or 
Reading to Knowledge. If you thirſt after 
Humility be not averſe to Humiliation. For 
if you cannot ſtoop to Humiliation, you wil 
never be able to riſe to Humility, And elſe- 
where : Whoever means to raiſe himſelf above 
himſelf, muſt ſet out by thinking meanly of 
himſelf. Leſt ſoaring above his Sphere he fall 


beneath it, for Want of being perfectly ground. 


ed in Humility. And as there is no becoming in 


| Reality great, but by the Merjt-of Endeavour- 


ing to be little, therefore whoever is deſirous of 
riſing to Perfection, muſt reſtain himſelf by 
Humility, that Hunulity may raiſe him. 


_ Wherefore, gentle Reader, when you ſee your. 
_ felf humbled, rejoice at it, tis a good Sign 


* 


— — — — 
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ſt and an Argument of approaching Grace. For 
e as the Heart is exalted before a Fall, ſo be before 
u- Exaltation it is humbled. Prov. xvi. For ' tis 
Y, alike written, that God reſiſts the Proud, and 
re WW gives Grace to the Humble. Jam. iv. And a little 
nd Wh farther be adds, Tis doing but little to ſubmit 
en to the Humiliations which comes immediatel 

ow I from God, unleſs welearn to accept chearfully 
nd WW thoſe he is pleaſed to ſend us by the Means of 
the his Creatures. Learn an admirable Example of 
er- this from holy David, who, being curſed by a 
ou Servant, was too much animated with Grace to 
you be agitated with Reſentment of the Injury, 

i- WW What is there, ſays he, between me and you, ob 
Sons of Servia? 4 Kings xvi, Oh true Man ac- 
cording to God's own Heart, not moved to 
Indignation or Anger, by the ſcornful Re- 
proaches of a Slave | Well might he ſay with a 
ſafe Conſcience. If I return'd Evil to thoſe that 
did Evil to me. Pſal vii Let thus much ſuffice, 
at preſent, of the Virtue of Humility. 

Now let us return to the Life and Actions 
of Chriſt, which is and ought to be the Mir- 
rour of ours, and the principal Obje& of our 
Attention. Be preſent then, as I have often 
exhorted you, to all that relates to him. And 
contemplate that bleſſed Family, ſmall indeed 
in Number, but great in Dignity, rich in Grace 
and Virtue, but poor and humble in their Man- 
ner of Living. The venerable old Man Jaſepb 
{ought with all poſſible Induſtry as much Em- 
ployment in his humble Profeſſion, as his feeble 
Age would permit him to go h; and 
our Lady was as diligent at her manual Labour, 
beſides the Bufineſs of her Family, which we 
: may ſuppoſe, was not little, the preparing * 

2 or 
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for her divine Son, her bleſſed Spouſe, and 
Self, with other domeſtick Fatigues con- 
ſequential to this, were all done by her, as ſhe 
was too poor to have any Servant to help her. 
Compaſſionate her therefore on the laborious 
Life ſhe leads; compaſſionate likewiſe our di. 
vine Lord, who ſhares with both their moſt la. 
borious Occupations, for he came to miniſter, 
and not to be miniſter'd to, as he himſelf fays, 
Malib. xx. Fancy then you fee him buſied . 
long with his beloved Parents in the moſt ſervik 
Works of their little Manſion. Devoutly ima. 
gine you ſee theſe three ſacred Perſons fitting at 
their frugal Refections, not made up of Dain- 
ties or expenſive Viands, flattering to the Pa 
late, and enflaming to the Paſſions 5 but com- 
poſed of the coarſe and homely Proviſions uſual 
among the pooreſt People. What \ſublime, 
what heavenly Converſation paſſes between 
them! No vain, no idle Diſcourſe finds Ad- 
mittance there, but every Sentence 1s holy, ful 
of Wiſdom, and dictated by the Holy Ghoſt 
Oh ineffable Banquet, where the Mind is no 
leſs ſubſtantially nouriſh'd than the Body 
After their Meals all retire to Prayers, each to 
their little ſeparate Chambers, our bleſſed Lady 
to her's, St. Zoſeph to his, and our Saviour to 
his; follow our divine Lord in your Mind, and 
view him devoutly perſiſting in fervent Praye 
to his heavenly Father. In this little Cel 
after ſpending the greateſt Part of his Nights i 
heavenly Contemplation, he repoſes the remain. 


ing Part on the Ground, as meanly as the 
_ of his Creatures. Thus do you ac! 
ight endeavour to accompany him in you! 
Mind. Oh, conceal'd Divinity, why do * 
t nus 


* 
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thus afflict that precious, that innocent Body ſo 
continually, when the Fatigue of one ſuch 
Night might ſuffice to redeem the whole 
World ? Did the Exceſs of your Love urge you 
to all this? Such was your ardent Zeal for the 
loft Sheep you came to convey to Heaven on 
your divine Shoulders ! Muft you, oh King of 
Kings, eternal God, who ſupply the Wants'of 
all, who afford all Perſons of all Stations what 


is requiſite for them; muſt you, I ay, be ſub- 


jet to Poverty, Meanneſs, and Hardſhip, 
Watching, or Sleeping, — or Acting; 
and muſt every Circumſtance of your Life be 


attended with Severity? What then ſhall be- 


come of thoſe, who ſeek nothing but Eaſe, 
Luxury, and Vanity ? Surely we did not learn 
this Kind of empty Purſuits from this mortified 
Maſter ? Are we even then wiſer than he is? 
No. He has taught us, both by Word and Ex- 
ample, Humility, Poverty, Mortification of the 
Fleſh, and Exerciſe of the Body: Let us then 
improve from the Leſſons of this ſublime 
Teacher, who neither will nor can deceive. 
And according to the Apoſtle's Advice, Tim. vi. 
baving Food and Raiment, let us be content 
with them, and uſe them as far as uſeful to a 
fitting Neceſſity, but not to ity: At 
the fame time, carefully and tly attend- 
ing to the ſpiritual Study and Exerciſe of 
other Chriſtian Virtues. | | 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XV. 
Of the Baptiſm of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


UR Saviour then, after having live 

ſo painful and abje& a Life till he ws 
compleatly nine and twenty Years old, whe 
he enter'd into his thirtieth Year ſaid to hy 
Mother, The Time is now come for me t 
lorify and manifeſt my Father, by appearing 
in the World, and working the Salvation d 
Man for which he ſent me. Be of good Hear 
therefore, oh beloved Mother, for I will four 


return to you; then kneeling to her, as a Ma 


and her Son, the great Maſter of Humility 
aſks and receives her Bleſſing. Then She to 
him, as God, kneels, receives his Bleſſing, and, 
tenderly embracing him, with Tears thus ſays 


to him: Go, my bleſſed Son, go with the 


Bleſſing of your divine Father and mine, be 
mindful of me, and haſten to return to com- 
fort me. Thus then the bleſſed Feſus, reſpet: 


fully taking Leave of his beloved Mother and 
her venerable Spouſe, ſets out from Nazareth 
towards Jeruſalem by the Way of Jordi, 


where he found Jabn baptizing. Thus the 
Lord of the World proceeds alone, for as yet 
he had no Diſciples. View him then attentively, 
in the Preſence of God, and ſee him travelliag 
alone, barefooted, thro? a long and rugged Road, 


and condole with him. Oh Lord, whither art 


thou going, and by what Ways ! Are you not 
the Sovereign of all the Kings of the Earth 
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Where then, oh Lord, are your Nobles, your 
Soldiers, your Attendants, and Equi Pop 
Where are your Guards to keep off the 
lace from approaching too 3 your ſacred 
ſon, as other Monarchs are wont to hs 
Where are the Trumpets, the Inſtruments, 
ang royal Enſigns? Who goes before to pre- 
pare a Palace for your Reception ? Where are 
all il the Honours paid to the royal Worms of 
ths World ? Are not the Heavens and the 
Earth fill'd with your Glory? Why then do 
you proceed thus inglorious ? Do not a Thouſand 
Thouſands pay Homage to you in your Kingdom 
above, and Millions miniſter to you ? Dan. vii. 
Why then do you thus travel alone, a-foot, 
nay, barefooted ? But ah, the Cauſe is plain : 
You are not now in your Kingdom. For your 
Kingdom is not of this World, John xvii. You 
bave exinanited yourſelf, taking the Form of a 
Servant, Phil. ii. You are become as one of us, 
a Way-farer and a Stranger, Pſalm. xxxviii. 
ike our Fathers, you are become a Servant that 
ve may become Kings. You are to conduct 
us to your own.Kingdom, pu us into the 
Way that leads thither. Why then, alas, do 
ve go out of it? Why do we not follow you? 
Why do we not humble ourſelves, but purſue 
and delight in vain Honours, empty Pomp, and 
paſſing Enjoyments? It muſt be ſurely becauſe this 
s our Kingdom, and that we conſider ourſelves 
3 Native here and not as Pilgrims, otherwiſe 
ſhould webe ſo much taken up here? Oh ſenſeleſs 
Sons of Men]! Why do you embrace the Sha- 
dow inſtead of the Subſtance ? Why prefer .ye 
the dubious and tranſitory to what is certain and 
altingly ſolid ? Why ſo earneſt in giving up 
Eternity 
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Eternity for what is but temporal? Ah *tis to 
true, oh Lord, that we forget our being but 
Pilgrims and Strangers upon Earth, elſe we 
ſhould find no Difficulty in following ther 
We ſhould be content with what is meerly ne. 
ceſſary on our Way, and without burdening 
ourſelves, or retarding our Journey with mor: 
follow you, running on after the feveet-ſcente 
Odour of your Perfumes, We ſhould be fre: 
from every Load, and looking on the tranſito- 
ry 4 of this Life as ſomething behind u 
or out of our Way, we ſhould negle& and de- 
ſpiſe them. Thus then our Lord Feſus hum. 
bly travels on, ſome Days Journey, till he ar. 
rives at Jordan. 

When he arrived at Jordan, he there found 
Jabn baptiſing Sinners, and a great Multitude d& 
People, who were come thither to hear lis 
Preaching: For they took him to be Chriſt. Jeſu 
therefore ſays to him : I intreat you to baptile 
me along with theſe People. Fohn looking 
ſtedfaſtly on him, and knowing him in Spirit, 
with Fear and Reverence anſwer d, Lord | 
myſelf need to be baptiſed by you ? Peril . 
not, Jobn, replies Chriſt, but let it be done a 
I fay ; for it is expedient that T fulfil al 
Juſtice. Conceal, at preſent, what you knov 
of me, for my Time is not yet come. Bap 
tiſe me therefore; for now is a Time of Hu- 
miliation, and thetefbes will 1 praftiſe Humility 
in its greateſt Perfection. | | 

Be mindful then of the Practice of Humility | 
but eſpecially here where we ſhall treat of it pat. 
ticularly. The Gloſs of this Place 2 
that there are three Degrees in Humility. Tf 
Firft is to be fubje to «thoſe above us, and 


nay 


= 
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not to prefer ourſelves to thoſe who are equal 
by to us. The Second is to ſubject ourſelves to our 
we Equals, and not prefer ourſelves to our Inferi- 
nee Nors. The Third and moſt perfect is to place 
ne. ourſelves beneath and ſubject ourſelves to our 
ing Inferiors. This is thę Degree Cbriſt practiſed 
ore, Mon this Occaſion, and therefore he fulfilld all 
1 Humility, Vou may hence obſerve how con- 
fre fiderably Chriſt advanced in Humility, by com- 
to. Mparing this with the foregoing Chapter. There 
d iy he contented himſelf with the Appearance of a 
de. mean and abject, nay, uſeleſs Servant; here h 

um. ſubjects himſelf to his own Servant, depreci- 
ates himſelf and extols the other. There he 
humbly converſed with Mankind under the 
dutward Appearance of an Inſignificant; but 
{Where his Humility is ſo improved, that he puts 


en the Likeneſs of a Sinner, and is contented to 
eu (pas for one. For Jobn was preaching Penance 
uwtife .o, and baptiſing Sinners, yet our humble. Lord 
king zus will be baptiſed in their Preſence, nay, 


n Company with them. He came, ſays St. 
Bernard, amidſt a Crowd of Populace to the 
Baptiſm of John. And he came as one out of 
e finful Multitude, who was the only one ex- 


3 

" | {&mpt from Sin. To gueſs from thoſe about 
non im, who would think him to be the Son of 
Bap od, who would take him for the great Lord 


If Majeſty ? How great is his Humility on this 
Occaſion? The fame Humility indeed appear'd 
n his Circumcifion, where he likewiſe took on 


None forth with greater Luftre, in proportion 
Is use the greater Number of Spectators. But 
das there not Room to apprehend, that the 


;, and ppearance of a Sinner might prejudice = 
In | w 


im the Likeneſs of a Sinner; but here it 
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. ans you Truth, but not by the Infuſion 
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who intended to preach publickly to Sinnets 
Be that as it may, it was not a Motive ſtrong 
enough to hinder this great Maſter of Humility i ! 
from profoundly humbling himſelf. It was hs WM 
Pleaſure to ſeek Scorn and Self-humiliation by 
appearing what he was not, on purpoſe to leave 
us a practical Inſtruction. But what Uſe do MW 
we make of that Inſtruction, who, on the e 
contrary, put on the Likeneſs of every Thing Wl * 
but our real ſelves, purely to deceive the Word t 
into praiſing and honouring us? If we think we 
bor — any Qualities, how ſollicitous ar ſy 
we to expoſe them to the Eyes of the World, i © 
and how { duſtrious are we on the other Side u 
cover all our Defects, tho? ever ſo conſcious of i 

80 
m 
tn 


being Siriners ? Where is the Humility of this 
Is this the Uſe we make of Chri/t's Inftrudion? 
In relation to this, hear what St. \Pernard 
ſays : There is a Humility produced by Cha. 


another Humility void of all Warmth, which 
is engender'd by ſelf- convicting Truth. The 
latter conſiſts in 1 Reflection, the former in Af- 
fection. For if at the Light of Truth you look 
ſeriouſly. on yourſelf, without Flattery or Fa 
vour, you cannot help being humbled, and ap- 
contemptible in your own — 4 _ 

this true 9 tho* you perha 
ppear ſo in the — of dads. B 
ou will be humble indeed by the 


of Charity. For were your Heart as ſincerely 
humbled, as your Mind is convinced of your 
deſerving to be fo, by the Light of that Truth 
which has ſo- n 
you” would doubtleſs be willing that _ 
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ſhould diſcover in you the Deformities which 
Self- conviction has ſhewn to yourſelf, Though 


N it muſt be own'd, that it is neither adviſeable 
1 WY or expedient to reveal all that paſſes. within us, 
by and therefore Charity and Truth jointly forbid 


us to publiſh ſuch Things of ourſelves, as 
may injure us or give offence to others. But 
elſe ho can doubt of your Diſregard for 
Truth, if captivated by Self-love you conceal 
11 Wl the Truth of your own Unworthineſs, which 
you are inwardly convinced of ? You prove it 
ſufficiently by preferring to that Truth your 
my on Intereſt and vain Honour. And after- 
' Wh t22ards he adds : If then you are really humble 
with that true Humiliation, which Truth, the 
is) gesteſt Searcher of Hearts, infuſes into the 
Soul; add the Humility of the Will to it, and 
make a Virtue of Neceſſity. For there is no 
. wwe Virtue without the Conſent of the Will. 
2 Which will then be effected, if the Deſire 
den ll of outward Eſteem in the Eyes of your 
Tue Neighbour be proportion'd to the Know- 
kdge you have conceiv'd of the inward State 

of your Soul, For otherwiſe you have Reaſon 
Fu. IJ apprehend, leſt the dreadful Reproach of 


* David be juſtly 3 to you. Becauſe (faith 
* he) be hath done deceitfully in his Sight, that 
bis Iniquity may be found unto hatred, Pal. 
e un- | 
Br v. Weight (faith Solomon) and Weight — 
4 are abominable before God, Prov. xx. What 
on means this? It means; that having duly weigh'd 


he little Value of your own Ment within your 
dun Breaft, in the Balance of Equity and 
reath ruth, you meaſure it outwardly at a different 
Rate, and impoſe yourſelf upon the World for 

note Value than you really are. But fear 
H God, 
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God, and let that Fear deter you from the 
Guilt of ſo heinous a Crime, that is, of extol- 
ling by an ambitious Will what Truth ought 
to humble within you: For that is oppoſing 
Truth and ſtruggling againſt the Will of God. 
Chuſe rather to acquieſce to him, and that your 


Will be ever ſubject to Truth by a devout and 


| 
ſubmiſſive Humility. For ſball not my S 
(faith the Royal Pſalmiſt) be ſubject to God? . 
Pſal, lxi. Neither is it enough to be ſubject . 
to God only, unleſs you are likewiſe the ſame MW 1 
to all Mankind for God's Sake; that is, ſub- 5 
ject to your Superiors, ſubject to your Equals, W| 
and ſubject to your Inferiors. In this Manner WM 6 
Chriſt teaches us we muſt fulfil all Juſtice. Go Wl; 
thou then to thy Inferior, if thou wilt be per n 
fectly righteous, pay a Reſpect to your Inferior, I. 
and humbly ſtoop to thoſe beneath you MW; 
Thus for St. Bernard. Who again: Who b 
Juſt (fays he) but he that is truly humble ? For 
when the Lord of all things would have humbly 
ſtoop'd to his Servant, and ſubmitted to be 
baptiſed by the Hands of St. Jobn: He, awd 
by the Majeſty of his Perſon, Chri# ſpoke thu 
to him: Suffer it to be ſo now, for thus it b. 
hoves us to fulfil all Righteouſneſs. Matth. = 
placing the Accompliſhment of perfect Juftic 
in the Perfection of a true I lumility. He 
therefore that is juſt is truly humble: And ths 
3 in the Humble is plain in this: Becaul 

gives to every one his Right: He robs no 
another of his Property, but gives Honour 
God, and retains Abjection for himſelf, B 
this will appear more plainly if you will 
confider the Injuſtice of the Proud and Ang; 
gant, who attribute every good Gift of G 
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ic WF to the Rewards of their own Merit. In Rela- 
don to which St. Bernard again ſpeaks: As 
nt Evil may take its Source from the greateſt 
Good, when become great, we make uſe of the 
d. divine Gifts as if they were not ſuch, without 
ur WF even making God an Acknowledgment of 
nd them; ſo they, who ſeem to have reach'd the 
0; WF utmoſt Peak of Grandeur and Greatneſs, on 
4? Account of the divine Benefits they have re- 
ect I ceived, are in Truth exceſſively Little, for 
me Want of returning the Thanks due to their ſu- 
ub- ¶ preme Benefactor. However, gentle Reader, 
als, if | have ſpared the Weakneſs of your Senſes in the 
ner i ſoftening Expreſſions of Great and Little. Out 
Go of Regard to the Tenderneſs of your Ears I 
per. have forborne calling things by their real Names 


rior, I think they deſerve. I ſhould have faid very 


you. Wicked, and very Good. For 'tis beyond all 
10 5 WW Diſpute that they are ſo much the deeper in 
Wickedneſs, who aſcribe to themſelves the 


mbly WExcellences they may poſſeſs. Nothing, in 
o Vf Whort, can be more criminal. But ſhould any 
awd ne ſay, be this Crime far from me, fince I 
thus now that *tis the Grace of God that makes me 
it l hat 1 am, and yet at the ſame Time ftu- 
th. u Wouſly aim at Self-Praiſe for the Grace which 
ſuſie has received: Is not ſuch a one a Thief and 
leg Robber? Hear only what he is from the 


outh of Truth itſelf : From thy own Mouth will 
[judge thee, Oh wicked Servant. Luke xix. And 
lat indeed can be more execrably wicked than 
Wat Servant who uſurps to himſelf the Praiſes 


ay you ſee that the Perfection of all Righte- 
uineſs conſiſts in true Humility, which dero- 


Wits nothing from God's Honour, nor attri- 
| H 2 butes 


ET 


ue to his Lord? Thus St. Bernard. Hence 
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butes that to itſelf, which is not its due, 
Neither does it injure our Neighbour. For 
the truly Humble is neither raſh in judging him, 
nor prefers himſelf to any, but rather thinks 
himſelf inferior to all Mankind, and chuſes the 
loweſt Place among them. Hence St. Bernat 
again thus ſays: How doſt thou know, oh 
Mortal, but that the very Man whoſe flagitious 
Life and infamous Conduct you look upon with 
Horror and Contempt, deeming him the Greateſt 


of Reprobates, and infinitely more finful than 


yourſelf, who live, or at leaſt feem to yourſelf 
to live. a ſober, virtuous, or pious Life: 
How doſt thou know, I ſay, but that very 
Man may become not only better than thoſe or 
than yourſelf in his future Practices, and be even 
now, perhaps, dearer in the Sight of God than 


may be contrary to the divine Pleaſure for us to 
place him beneath ourſelves, or to refuſe hin 
the firſt Honours among us ? Chuſe thou (faith 
Chriſt) the loweſt Place, to wit, that you alone 
may be. the loweſt of all, and not only not pte. 
fer yourſelf, but even not preſume to compar 
yourſelf to any. Thus faith St. Bernard. The 
Virtue of Humility is again many Ways . 
commended. to us by authentick Applauſe 
of the ſame Saint. A great Mother indee! 
is Humility (faith he) and a moſt ſublime 
Virtue, which earns that for us, which we ar: 
taught not aſpire to, enabling us to attain to th 
Knowledge we cannot learn, and to conceive o 
and from the holy WORD ſublime Myſteris 
not to be explained by Words. And why ſo! 
Not on the Account of Merit, ſo much as df 
the divine Pleaſure of the eternal Father of the 

. WORD, 


| 

! 

| 

] 

| 
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WORD, the Spouſe of the Soul our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, who is God bleſſed above all 
things created. And agam: Humility is a 
Virtue, by which Mankind, through a perfe& 
Knowledge of his own Unworthineſs, becomes 
mean in his own Sight. And in another Place : 
The Virtue of Humility alone can ir the 
Crime of a Breach of Charity : And indeed on- 
ly that Virtue is unaccuſtom'd to vain Boaſting, 
a Stranger to Pride, and not given to Conten- 
tion, For he that is truly humble argues not 
in Judgment, nor difſembles any Juſtice. And 
farther : Humility reconciles us with God, and 
pleaſeth him greatly when we poſſeſs it. Again: 
Humility has ever been a ſpecial Virtue intimate- 
ly annex'd to the divine Grace. For it is ever 
cuſtomary with ſacred Piety, for the Sake of 
preſerving Humility, to require that the more 
we advance in Perfection the leſs perfect we 
ſhould think ourſelves. For even they, who 
are advancing to the ſupreme Degree of Spiri- 
tuality, retain ſtill ſomething of the Imperfections 
of the loweſt, inſomuch that they cannot perceive 
themſelves to have attain'd even the Verge of 
it A beautiful Teſſure is Humility and Vir- 
ginity. Neither is that Soul little pleaſing in the 
dight of God, in which Humility is an Ornament 
to Virginity, and Virginity adorns Humility. 
What Praiſe is not ſhe worthy of, in whom 
Fertility exalts Humility, and a Birth renders ſa- 
cred Virginity ? You have here before you a Leſ- 
ſon concerning both the Virgin, and the Hum- 
ble: And if you cannot imitate the Virginity 
of the one, imitate at leaſt the Humility of 
the other. Virginity is a laudable Virtue : But 
Humility much the more neceſſaty, That is a 

| H 3 Counſel; 
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Counſel ; this a Precept : To that you are in- 
vited : To this you are obliged. Of that it is 
faid : He that can take, let bim take. Matth. xix 
But of this : Unleſs you become as this little one, 
you ſhall not enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
Ibid. xvii. That therefore you are rewarded 
for, and this is expected from you. Wherefore 
you may be ſaved without Virginity : But with. 
out Humility you cannot. For where Virg;- 
nity loſt has no more the Power to pleaſe, the 
Tears ſhed for it by Humility may effectually do 
it. And without Raſhneſs, I may fay, that 
the Virginity of the ſacred Virgin herſelf would 
not have been pleaſing to God without Humi- 
lity. For, Upon «whom ſhall my Spirit reſt (faith 
the Lord) but upon the humble and ſerent? 
Had not then the Holy Virgin been humble, 
the Holy Ghoſt had not reſted upon her 
And had not the divine Spirit overſhadow'd 
her, undoubtedly ſhe would not have been preg: 
nant.. For how indeed without him could 
ſhe have conceived by him? *Tis clear then 
that when ſhe conceived by the Holy Ghoſt, 
as herſelf witneſſeth, the Lord regarded the 
Humility of his Handmaid more than her Vu- 
ginity. Whence it follows beyond diſpute: 
That tis Humility which renders Virginity ae. 
ceptable. What Reply can the Virgin vainly 
elated make to this? Our bleſſed Lady, having 
as it were forgot her Virginity, glories only in 
the Abjection of her Humility, and you, negle&: 
ing this, vainly flatter yourſelf in the Poſſeſſion 
of an unavailing Virginity. He beheld (faith ſhe) 
the Humility of his Handmaid, She, What 
She? Truly the holy, the pious, and the de 
vout, Virgm. And are you more innocently 

of prue 
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pure; more fervently devout than She? Or 
can you preſume to think that your Chaſtity is 
ter or more pleaſing to God than Her's ? fo 
as to be able to pleaſe without Humility by That, 
which ſhe could not do by her own? How muck 
the more honourable thy Condition is render d by 
the Gift of Chaſtity, ſo much the more do you 
injure yourſelf as often as you ſoil that Inno- 
cence of Life, with the Mixture of Pride. Charity, 
Chaftity, and Humility have no Beauty in them- 
ſelves, but only in Proportion to the Beauty they 
have in the Sight of God. What more beauti- 
ful than that Chaſtity which renders clean the 
Being, conceiv'd from Uncleanneſs, changes En- 
mity into Friendſhip, and Men into Angels ? 
The Angel and the chaſte Man differ indeed in 
Point of Felicity, but not of Virtue. For if the 
Chaſtity of the one be happier, that of the 
other is ſtronger. ? [is Chaſtity alone which in 
this mortal State repreſents a Kind of Immor- 
tality. That alone which, amidſt the nuptial 
Solemnities, imitates the Method of that bleſ- 
ſed and heavenly Region, where they neither 
marry nor are married, giving us an imperfect 
Reliſh of the divine and heavenly Converſa- 
tion there enjoy'd among the Bleſſed. This 
frail Veſſel which here we carry with us, and 
in which we are often in Danger, Chaſtity 
ſanctifies, not unlike the ſweet-ſcented-Balſoms 
wherewith dead Bodies being embalm'd are pre- 
ſerved from Incorruption. It curbs the Senſes, 
reſtrains the Faculties of the Body, and preſerves 
the whole Man from Corruption and looſe De- 
fires attending Idleneſs. But whatever Beauty 
that may appear from the ſhining Ornament of 
Chaſtity, This however is of no Value or Merit 
H 4 without 
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without Charity. Nor ought we to wonder at this, 
For what Good indeed can we receive without 
it? Not Faith, though we ſhould remove 
Mountains. Not Knowledge, though it be 
that which ſpeaks with the Tongues of Angels. 
Not Martyrdom, though by it I ſhouid deliver 
up my Body, faith St. Paul, to be burnt. 
Neither without jt can we receive any Good, 
nor with it can we reject it, though the minuteſt. 
Chaſtity without Charity is like a Lamp with- 
out Oil. Extract away the Oil, and the Lamp 
will not burn. So take away Charity, and Cha- 
ſtity will not pleaſe. In a Word, As Chaſtity 
avails us nothing without Charity, ſo neither 
the one nor the other avail any thing without 
Humility, nor can they be truly call'd Virtues, 
For *tis by Humility that we deſerve the Poſſe- I » 
fion of them both, becauſe to the Humble God give: Ml 
Grace. Humility preſerves thoſe Virtues which IM /* 
we have already acquired; for the Spirit of God ill ©: 
repoſes only upon the Humble and Peaceful : It per- ¶ oi 
fects that Virtue we are ſteady in, for Virtue is A 
perfetted in Infirmity, that is, in Humility, It ft 
conquers Pride, that implacable Enemy to 
Grace, that Source of all Iniquity, and rids it. * 
ſelf, as well as others, from its inſolent Tyranny. Nen 
That alone powerfully reſiſts its Malice, dm. 
ſubdues its Preſumption, being a Kind of Bul- I ni! 
work and Aſylum of Virtue. Thus far, gentle i ©! 
Reader, have I given you many and beautiful I 4 
Commendations of Humility from St. Bernard, iſ 75 
that great Lover of Truth and Abjection. En- H 
deavour likewiſe to comprehend the ſublime I Be 
Doctrines he gives relating to other Virtues, I fat 
and practiſe them; but now let us return to the I bel 
Baptiſm of our Lord. | o 
| $ - When 
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When Jobn beheld then, that it was the 
Will of our Lord to be baptiſed by him, he 
readily ſubmitted to it, and baptiſed him. And 
here now, pious Reader, cat an Eye towards 


him, and attentively behold, how the Lord of 


Majeſty humbly uncloaths himſelf like any meer 
Mortal, and notwithſtanding the extream Ri- 
gour of the Seafon deſcends thus into the frozen 
River. Through the immenſe. Love he bore 
us he vouchſafed thus to work our Salvation, 
by inſtituting the Sacrament of Baptiſm to waſh 
away the Guilt of our Crimes. By this he 
truly eſpouſed to himſelf not only his whole 
Church, but more eſpecially in a ſingular and 
ineffable Manner the Souls of the Faithful. 
For by the Faith we promiſe him in our Baptiſm 
we are truly wedded to our Lord Jeſus, the 
holy Prophet faying in his Perſon : I will efpouſe 
thee T6 myſelf in Faith, Hoſea i. Wheretore is 
this moſt ſolemn and ineffable Myſtery a Work 
of the greateſt Service aud Benefit to Mankind? 
And therefore the holy Church trum 

ings : This Day the Church is united to her hea- 
venly Spouſe : Becauſe Chriſt in the River Jordan 
waſhed away her Crimes. And in this moſt 
excellent Work the three divine Perſons of the 
moſt ſacred Trinity, in a ſingular Manner, ma- 
nifeſted themſelves, and deſcended: For the Holy 
Gboſt as a Dove came and remain d upon him, 
and the Voice of the Father was heard, ſaying : 
This is my beloved Sen, in whom 1 am well 
pleaſed. Matth. ini. In which Place faith St. 
Bernard: He ſaid, hear ye Him. - Wherefore 
laith the Saint: Begin then now to ſpeak, Oh 
beloved Jeſus, fince thou art now commiſſion'd 
to ſpeak. from thy Father himſelf. How long, 
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oh divine Virtue, and Wiſdom of God, hoy 
long, I ſay, will you lie conceal'd amidit Man. 
kind, and appear only inveſted with the Infir 
mities of a pure, mortal, and infignificant Man 
How long, oh glorious King, and King of 
Heaven, will you ſuffer yourſelf to be call'd the 
Carpenter's Son, and even vouchſafe to be 
thought ſo? For the holy Evangelift St. Luke 
witneſſeth, that He was ſtill thought the Son of 
Joſeph. - Luke ji. Oh, Humility of Crit 
How greatly doſt thou confound the Exceſs of 
my Vanity; I ſcarce know any thing, and yet 
flatter myſelf to know much, and never knoy 
when or how to be ſilent z but without Shame, 
being indiſcreetly forward, and full of vain Boaſt. 
ing, I am quick in Talking, ready in Teaching, 
and flow in -Hearkening to others. But when 
Chr;t remain'd filent during fo long a Space of 
Time, and hid the Treaſures of his divine Wl 
dom from Mankind, was it, think you, becauſ 
he fear'd the Afaults of Vain-glory from the 
empty Praiſes of Men ? What had he to fea 
from that, who was the true Glory of hs 
Father? He fear'd however, but his Fear Ws 
not for himſelf but for us: He was afraid for 
us, well knowing the Room there was for (ſuc) 
Fear. For us he was careful, us he inſtructed 


more by Works than by Words, and what he 


afterwards taught us by Word, he aim'l 
by Example: Learn of me, becauſe I am met 
and humble f Heart. Matth. xi. We hear 0 


very little before concerning the Infancy of J. 


ſus Chriſt, and now to the Three and thirticth 
Year of his Age we hear of nothing he either 
did or ſaid. However, from this Time he can 
eee eee eee 
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ly declared by his Father. Thus much St. 
heraurd. And this is the Authority which I 
adduced in the foregoing Chapter, from which 
you may gather how our Lord Jeſus humbly 
remain*d filent ſo long a ſpace of Time for our 
greater ſpiritual Inſtruction. And you cannot 
but obſerve, in the whole Series of what has been 
already ſaid, the true Practice of a profound 
Humility, concerning which I cannot ſpeak to 
you but with Pleaſure, it being a moſt ſublime 
Virtue, and what we ſtand greatly in need of. 
And is with ſo much the more Study to be 
ſought, and admired with ſo much the greater 
Affection, by how much the more our Lord in 
every Action of his Life was remarkably ſolici- 
tuous of Practifing it. 
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Of the Faſt and Temptations of Chri &: 
Of his Return to his Mother : Of the 
four Means to attain to a perfect Purity 


of Heart: Of the great Advantages of 


rayer : Of the Reſiſtance to be made to 
Gluttony : Why and for whom God works 
bis Miracles. ri 


UR divine Lord Jeſus, immediately after 

his Baptiſm, retired into the Wilderneſs 
to a certain Mountain known by the Name of 
the Quarantain Prat, and there faſted fi 
compleat Days and Nights, conv (accord- 
ing to St. Mark) with the Brutes. Here then 
again contemplate your divine, Maſter : And 
endeavour to copy from this ſublime Pattern the 


my 
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_ cludes the Poſſſſion of every Virtue. For Puri 


* all its Tendencies: Becauſe the Heart thi 
0 | th Admittance to any one Vice, or even fi you 
ate told in the Conferences of the Holy Fathe 3 


erciſes is, and ſhould be the Acquiſition of 
| perfect Purity of Heart. For *tis by this thi 
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many excellent Virtues he points out to you i 
his own Practice. To be ſolitary and retir' 
from the Eyes of the World is his greateſt An. 
bition 3 a rigorous Abſtinence from every Fo 
is his daily Repaſt; Prayer and almoſt un. 
anterrupted Watches are his darling Exerciſe; 
ſhort and interrupted Slumbers on the hard, coli 
bare Ground, are his ſlender Repoſe; and the 
humble Society of brute Beaſts are all his Con. 
pany. Though the whole Life of Chrift vil 


appear to have been one continued Series fil | 
Pain and corporal Suffering; yet here it ſeem 5 
to be attended with the moſt afflicting Circum-W , 
ſtances, and therefore deſerves a particular Shar tc 
of your Compaſſion. Pity him then, and k. { 
your Pity excite in you a zealous Reſolution F 
ſharing his Hardſhips, by following the Ex- 
ample he here fets you. — Things in til is 


Paſſage are principally to be remark'd, which 
are jointly and mutually conducive to the ſpit- F 
: tual Exerciſe of every pious Soul: To wit, Re. he 
-tirement, Faſting, Prayer, and Mortification a pe 
the Fleſh." And it is chiefly by theſe that D. 


are to hope to obtain that perfect Purity off pa 


Heart. which cannot be too much coveted, as it i oui 


of Heart contains Charity, Humility, Patience 
in a Word, an Aſſemblage of every virtuo 
ity, and an abſolute Alienation from Vid 


in itſelf the Decay of any one Virtue, iro ted 
that Moment ceaſes to be 


Hence, as hi 


of the Deſert, the whole Object of ſpiritual Ex 
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every Man is to render himſelf worthy the bea- 
tifical Viſion, as our Lord himſelf ſays in the 
Goſpel : Bleſſed are the Clean of Heart, for they 
ſhall ſee God. Wherefore St. Bernard ſays: 
That he is the neareſt to God, whoſe Heart is 
the moſt purified, The natural Conſequence of 
which Truth is, that to reach to an intimate 
Union with God, we muſt have a perfect Pu- 
rity of Heart. | | 

Now towards obtaining this, gentle Reader, 
fervent and aſſiduous Prayer is of the greateſt 
Service, as I ſhall hereafter ſhew you. But 
what can avail the Prayer of One given to Glut- 
tony, Inſobriety, Delicacy, and Sloth ? No- 
thing. No: Faſting and Mortification of the 
Fleſh are abſolutely requifite. Tho Prudence 
1s neceſſary in the Practice of both, Indiſcretion 
is the Bane of every good Action. | 

Neither does Retirement ſeem of leſs Utility. 
For amidſt Noiſe and Tumult how can Prayer 
be perform'd with that Decency which is pro- 
per to it? And who is the Mortal ſo free — 
Danger that dares give a looſe to his Senſes, 
particularly to Seeing and Hearing much, with- 
out Offence to his Purity or Innocence of Heart? 
Death enters by the Windows (of our Eyes) 70 
our Souls: And therefore, gentle Reader, fol- 
low our Lord to his Retirement, that is, ſe- 


© parate yourſelf, after his Example, from the 


Commerce of the World ; and be as retir'd as 
your Station will permit, if you wiſh to be uni- 
ted to him, and enjoy that beatifical Viſion 
which is the Reward of internal Cleanneſs. 

the Converſation of all, but more eſpe- 
ally of Wordlings ; fly the Novelty of Friend- 
ſhips, even devout Ones : Shut your Eyes and 
Ears to all vain and tranſitory Objects; and fly 
above 
FR | 
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above all, as the moſt deſtructive Poiſon to the 
Soul, all that may in the leaſt diſturb the Peace 
of your Mind or Breaſt. Twas not without 
Reaſon that the Fathers, for their Habitations 
made Choice of Deſerts, and Places remote 
from all Correſpondence with Mankind, and 
recommended to all their Pupils to be Blind, 
Deaf, and Dumb to the Converſation of the 
World. For (as St. Bernard ſays to this Pur- 
poſe) if you are defirous of becoming ſenſible 
of the ſweet Emotions of the Holy Ghoſt ; if 
you have an effectual Eagerneſs to have your 
Soul wedded to God, according to the Pro- 
phet, Sit down ſolitary, and you have raiſed 
yourſelf above yourſelf, by the bare Deſire of el- 
pouſing the Lord of Angels. In Reality is it 
not above your native Meanneſs to adhere to 
God, and to become one in Spirit with him! 
Sit down therefore, and be ſolitary as the 
Turtle : Avoid the Crouds, and have no Deal- 
ings, you can avoid, with the reft of Manking. 
Forget even your Country, and the Houſe of 
your Father; and the King ſhall be deſirous of 

your Beauty. Endeavour then, oh pious 
to be alone, that you may keep yourſelf wholly 
to him, whom you have wholly choſen to 
yourſelf, Retire from the Publick, retire from 
7 own Family, retire from your moſt intimate 
riends, and even from your n Atten- 
dants. For know that ſuch is the Reſerved- 
neſs of your divine Spouſe that, he will never 
indulge you with his Company in the Preſence 
of others. Withdraw then, but not ſo much 
bodily as mentally. Withdraw, but let it be 
in Intention, in Spirit, and with Devotion. 
For Chriſt, your Lord, who is preſent with 
you, 
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you, is ſo in Spirit, and the Retirement he ex- 
pets from you is not ſo much that of the Body 
as that of the Spirit. Though indeed it will 
not be uſeleſs for you to retire perſonally ſome- 
times, if Convenience will permit it ; ehoecially 
at the Time of Prayer (as we ſhall hereafter 
obſerve.) You may truly be ſaid to be retir'd 
and alone; if your Thoughts are not employ'd 
on trivial Things, if you are not affected by 
what paſſes in Company, if you contemn what 
the World priſes, if you are fatigued with what 
your worldly Companions hanker after, if you 
are inſenſible to ill Uſage, and mindleſs of Inju- 
ries : Otherwiſe you cannot be truly deem'd a 
Solitary, however perſonally alone you may 
chance to be. You ſee then that it is not im- 
poſſible to be retir'd amidſt a Croud ; or to be 
amidſt a Tumult though alone in a Deſert. 
Thus then, however great be the Number of 
People you converſe with, you may ftill be 
alone if you will but refrain from curious Search- 
ing into their Converſation, or raſhly ſetting up 
for a Judge of it. Thus far St. Bernard, Hence 
appears how nece Solitude is, and how 
fruitleſs is that of the Body, if unaccompanied 
with that of the Mind. However I muſt ſtill ob- 
ſerve, that corporal Retirement is of the greateſt 
Service that the Mind may not loſe its Recol- 
lection by exterior Objects. Endeavour there- 
fore, with all due Affection and Diſcretion, to 
mitate as much as poſſible your divine Lord 
and Spouſe in the great and uſeful Virtues of 
9h Prayer, Faſting, and corporal Morti- 

dion. | 

Learn likewiſe, fronz his converſing with 
dumb Creatures, to behave yourſelf humbly to- 


wards 
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wards all, and to bear with Meekneſs even ſuch 
as appear to you guilty of Misbehaviour. Ty 
this End pay often a mental Viſit to our Lord 
in his Retirement, and - obſerve his Manner d 
converſing there. Every faithful Chriſtian 
ought to repeat this Viſit at leaſt once a Day, 
from Twelfth-Day to the End of his forty 
Day's Retreat: When (as the Scripture take 
Notice) he began to be hungry: »Twas this 
Opportunity Satan laid hold of to approach him, 
and try to find out, if he was the Son of God, 
by tempting him to Gluttony. If (ſays he) 
thou art the Son of God, bid theſe Stones be matt 
Bread. But this Artifice could not ſurpriſe the 
Maſter of all Wiſdom, who ſo rejected it a 
neither to be affected by the Temptation of 
Gluttony, nor leave the Tempter Room to dil- 
cover what he wilh'd to know; rebuking hin 
with Holy Scripture, without aſſerting or deny: 
ing himſelf to be the Son of God. Here let the 
Example of Cbriſt teach you the Duty of reſiſt. N li 
ing the Paſſion of Gluttony : Which is the fit Mn. 
Victory we ought to begin by, if we mean to 
gain a compleat Triumph over Sin. The Mun 
who is overcome by Gluttony is too weak to 
cope with any other Vice. For as the Com- 
mentator upon this Paſſage in St. Matthew ſays, 
He labours in vain to gain a proper Dominion 
over his vicious Appetites, who remains a Slay: 
to his own Belly. 

The Devil, not diſcouraged by this Defeat, 
took our Saviour up to Feruſalem, our divine... 
Lord ſuffering himſelf to be carried about by thei 
cruel Serpent, who thirſted after his preciowi 
Blood, as well as after that of his Elect, and pa, 
tiently enduring ſuch rough Treatment to ſet u 

ul 
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in Example of Meekneſs. Attend therefore 


I's ſeriouſly to the Leſſon here ſet you, and profit 
by it. When Satan had brought our Saviour 
0 Bi to Jeruſalem he carried him to the Pinnacle of 
an the Temple, there to tempt him to Vanity, de- 
ay, WW firous as before of diſcovering whether he was 


rt; the Son of God or not. But here again our 
ke WW Saviour fruſtrated his Intentions contenting him- 
ths WF felf with confounding the Serpent by Authority 
im, of Scripture. So that; according to St. Ber- 
500, WF 12rd, our Saviour's not manifeſting his Divi- 
he) WF ity, on theſe two Occaſions, was a ſufficient 
nad Argument with the infernal Enemy to conclude; 
the that he was a meer Man: And therefore it was 
it 3 i that he ventur'd a third Time to try to ſhake 
n 0! Bl that Steadineſs which appear'd to him to be purely 
ö dil human. Accordingly the Fiend took him to a 
hum high Mountain at a little Diſtance from the 
len. ¶ abovenamed Peak, where ſhewing him the 
t the WRiches of the World he etidexvour'd to ſeduce 
elift- Whim to A varice; but tb his utter Confuſion the 
Deſtroyer was again diſappointed, arid put to 
flight. ; See Gi al Reg what Trials 
and Uſage your divine Lord wry to, and 
- to wonder that you ſhould be tempted 
10. * ' 
Yet think not, pious Reader, that theſe were 
he only Trials he endured. They who reckori 
ut three Temptations in the Life of Chriſt muſt 
urely be ighotant of Scripture; which tells us, 
hat the whole Life of Man upon Earth is one 
mtinued Temptation. Job vii. And That he 
by tit kdur'd in the moſt rigorous Manner. For, 
St. Paul ſays, he was tempted in all, by Simi- 
"Wide to us, though, his Temptations were but 

kternal; and eithout Sin, When he hat 
ann... : 1 1 gain d 
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gain'd the Victory, the Angels came and mi- 


the Angels who attend him; and endeavour to 


The LIFE of 


niſter'd to him. Here be attentive, and de- 
voutly behold our Lord eating, ſurrounded by 


be preſent to every thing that is here metion'd, 
the Subject being very beautiful, and equally 
devout. Here it may be ask'd, what the An. 
gels miniſter d to our Lord to eat after ſo long 
and rigorous a Faſt ? This the Scripture makes 
no mention of, and therefore we may diſpoſe 
this victorious Banquet as our Devotion ſhall 
inſpire us. If indeed we conſider the Greatneſs 
of his Power, the Queſtion is ſolved, becauſe 
at Pleaſure he could have commanded what he 
leaſed out of all that was created, or might 
[ca created afreſh whatever he had conceiy d 
a liking for. But, though he made uſe of this 
Power in Behalf of the Multitudes whom, he 
fed twice with a ſmall Number of Loaves and 
Fiſhes, yet we no where find, that he ever e. 
erted it for his own, or Diſciples. Uſe. To the 
contrary we read, that in his. Preſence. the Di- ;, 
ciples. were reduced to pluck. Ears, of Corn to ;, 
ſay their hungry, Appetees So likewiſe when 
atigued, with his Journey he ſat at the Wel * 
talking with the Samaritan, it is not ſaid, that f 
he created Food, but that he ſent his Diſcipls I an 
to fetch ſame from the neigbouring City. So that x, 
it is not likely that Ghrit was fed here in the Deſert, dci 
by any Miracle, for his Miracles were all wrought et. 
n Publick, and in the Preſence af many. Tei 4, 
there were none here preſent with him EF 5 
els, what then can we find. to meditate on! 
There were no. Dwellings here, nor any Vianc 
to be found ready prepar'd; ſo that we maj 
conecive that the Angels brought thither, tis 
T7 2 | 
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Food they found elfewhere prepared. And 
why may we not believe it to have been fo, 
when the like happen'd to Daniel? For when 
the Prophet Abacuc Dan. xiv. had prepared 
the Pottage for his Reapers, an Angel of the 
Lord took him by the Hair of the Head, to 
Daniel, from Judea to Babylon that he might eat, 
ns and then brought him back. Let us then 
ouſly meditate, and rejoice with our divine 
of: W Lord at his victorious Dinner, and with the 
"all WW bleſſed Virgin who bore a Part in his Joy, the- 
dels diſtant from him. For we may reaſonably con- 
use jecture that the heavenly Hoſt who came to pay 
be their Homages to our divine Saviout -after his 
Victories over Satan, finding him preſs'd with 
Hunger, went it his Name to the bleſſed Vir- 
gin, his Mother, and brought from her the ne- 
Food of her own preparing, which they 
reſpectfully laid before him to eat. And with 
what Love, Honour, and Devotion may we 
not ſuppoſe they adminiſter'd' every thing to 
him, one preſenting him Bread, another help- 
ing him to drink, another obſequiouſſy tender- 
ing to him the Fiſh, or other humble Provifloh 
his blefſed Mother had dreſs'd for him: And 
all jointly recreating him with heavenly Mufick, 
and divine Canticſes. This done our divine 
Lord diſmiſſes them to their celeſtial Habitation, 
deſcends from the Mountain, and res to 
return to His bleſſed Mother to conſole het. 
And here again behold the Lord of all things 
Indertaking another laborious Journey on 
Foot; and condole with him. He came 
Ide Way of Jordan, where Jobn, beholding him 
adyancing forwards, pointed him out with his 
ger, crying out at yo ſame Time, _ 
2 ie 
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the Lamb of God, bebold him who takes away th: 
Sins of the World. John i. Tis he, tis he him- 
ſelf, on whom I ſaw the Holy Ghoſt deſcend- 
ing, when I baptifed him. And again the next 
Day, ſeeing him walk by the Side of Jor- 
dan, he cned out a ſecond Time: Behold th: 
Lamb of God. Then Andrew, with another of 
Fobn's Diſciples, went after Jeſus. And our 
divine Lord, anxious of their Salvation, to give 
them the greater Confid in him, turn'd 


about to them, and ask'd, whom do you ſeek ? 


To whom they anſwer' d: where Lord is your 
Habitation-? He then took them with him to 
the little Houſe he had retir'd to in thoſe Parts, 
and they ſtaid with him the whole Day. After 
this Andrew brought with him his Brother 
Peter, whom Jeſus courteouſly received; know- 
d him to be. He then 
told him, that he ſhould afterwards be call'd 
Cephas or Peter, and thus they became acquaint- 
ed, and in ſome Meaſure intimate. Afterwards 


Feſus having a Mind to go into Galilee to his 


bleſſed Mother, he left thoſe Parts, and ſet out 
on his. Journey. When he return'd home, bs 
holy Parents were tranſported with inexpreſliblc 
Joy, the ſacred Virgin ran to embrace him, and 
received him in her tender and immaculate 
Arms, to whom, and to her venerable Spouſe, 
the divine Feſus, reverently inelining, return'd 
his tender Expreſſions of Joy with mutual 
Tenderneſs, and remain'd with them, as be 
e dne 700 
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CH AP. XVII 


Of Chriſt's Opening the Book in the 
ynagegue. | 


HUS far, by the Grace of God, we 
have regularly treated the Paſſages of the 
Life of Chriſt, without omitting any or at leaſt 
very few Circumſtances that may be ſuppoſed to 
have attended him: But I do not deſign to do 
the ſame hereafter. For it would be too prolix 
to reduce into ical Meditations every thing 
he ſaid and did: Beſides it ought to be our chief 
Study, after the Example of St. Cecily, to bear 
in our Breaſts the Facts relating to him. Where- 
fore for the Future I ſhall only colle& ſome of 
the principal Facts, to meditate aſſiduouſſy on, till 
we come to his Paſſion, for there nothing ought 
to be omitted. Neither ought we elſewhere to 
omit any thing wholly, or to neglect meditating 
on it in a proper Place and Time. But I do not 
intend to be ſo extenſive in Meditations hence- 
forward, unleſs it be very ſeldom. Let it ſuffice ta 
place before your Eyes the bare Facts and Say- 
ings on which you yourſelves may at leiſure 
piouſly and familiarly meditate. For in this 
leems to conſiſt the chief Sweetneſs, Efficacy, 
and Fruit of theſe Meditations ; that always and 
every where you contemplate Chriſt in ſome one 
Action, or Saying of his, as, when he is with 
his Diſciples, when he is with Sinners, when 
he talks or preaches to the Multitude, —_— 
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or ſitting, ſleeping or 8 eating himſc] 
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or miniſtering to others, healing the Sick, or 
doing other Miracles. In theſe and ſuch like 
Circumſtances, conſider all his Geſtures : but eſ- 
pecially contemplate his divine Countenance, 
if you can bring it to your Imagination, which 

However appears to me the moſt difficult Part of 
Meditation. When you are thus contemplating 
thedivine Face of Chriſt, confider whether he looks 
graciouſly upon you; your Conſcience will tell 
you whether you may hope it or not. Let what 
has been faid in this Chapter ſerve you to recur to 
in whatever I may hereafter relate, without add- 
ing any Meditations to it. But let us proceed 
to the remaining Part of this bleſſed Life. 

After then that our Lord Fe/us return*d from 
being baptized, he perſiſted in his accuſtom'd 
Humility ; beginning however by Degrees to 
manifeſt himſelf in teaching and preaching in a 
private Manner. For he is not faid to have 
en on him the Function of a publick Preacher, 
during the whole following Year, that is, not 
till the Miracle he wrought at the Marriage 
| Feaſt, which was on the Day twelfth Month 
after he had becn baptized. And though he 
did ſometimes preach and ſuffer his Diſciples 
to baptize, yet till after the Impriſonment of 
the Baptiſt he did not, either by himſelf, or his 
Diſciples, wholly apply to Preaching, eſpecially 
in Publick. Even in this giving us a Leſſon of 
ſurpriſing . Humility, by paying ſuch Reſpe& ! 
to Jahn, who was ſo greatly inferior to him in I? 
Preaching, as well as in every thing elſe. He 
did not begin his Miſſion then with Noiſe and F 
Oſtentation, but humbly and gradually. 
One Day therefore being with the reſt of 
the Fes, in the Synagogue ;_ he ſtood up har 
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read in the Book of aiab the following Words: 
The Spirit of the Lord upon me, wherefore he has 
anointed me, he has ſent me to evangelize to the 
Poor. Tfaiah Ixi. Then folding the Book, this 
1 Scripture is this Day fulfill'd, faid he, in your 
f Ears. Behold him then here humbly taking 
upon him the Office of a Lecturer to them, and 
'$ reading before them, with an affable and ſerene 
Il Countenance : Thus he lays the Scripture open 
at to their Underſtandings, and begins humbly to 
to manifeſt himſelf in thoſe Words, This Scripture 
d- is this Day fulfilPd, that is, in other Words, I 
ed am he, who is here ſpoken of. Thus while he 

was ſpeaking the whole aſtoniſh'd Multitude 
m dwelt on the humble Modeſty and Beauty of 
d his heavenly Aſpect, which added Efficacy to the 
to divine Words he ſpoke; for he was exceedingly 
12 Beautiful, and inexpreſſibly Eloquent. Of bot 
we which the Prophet thus fore-fang. Beautiful of 
er, Form above the Children of Men, Grace is dif- 
not WM fuſed in thy Lips. Plal. xliv. 
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CHAP. XVIII, 
Of his Calling his Diſciples. 


ND now our Lord Jeſus began to call 
A his ag and to ſolicit the Salvation 


of our Race, ſtil] preſerving unhurt his former 
Humility. Peter and Andrew were the firſt he 
calbd, and them he call'd three times. The 
firſt time of his calling them was as above, near 
the River Fordan, where they firſt came a little 
wad acquainted with him. Jobn i. the ſecond was 
N from the Ship, when they had been catching 
read . I 4 Fiſh 
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Fiſh as St. Luke relates. Luke v. Then they 
follow'd him only with a Deſign of returning 
Home, but then they heard ſome Part of his 
Doctrine. The third was likewiſe from the 
Ship, when, according to St: Mark, he ſaid to 
them, Come after me, I will make you Fiſhers of 
Men, Mark i. Then leaving their Nets they fel. 
led him, Ibid. So likewiſe he called James 
and Jobn, at the ſame Places the two laſt times, 
and what relates to them is contain'd in the 
ſame Places where Peter and Andrew are treated 
of. He called alſo St. Jobn at the Marriage- 
Feaſt, as St Ferom ſays, though it is not men- 
tion'd in Scripture. He called St. Philip, ſay- 
ing, follow me. Jobn i. and ſo he did Matthew, 
Malib. ix. As to his Manner of calling the 
reſt, it is no where written. Conſider then 
here, and behold him in the aforemention'd 
Vocations, and in his Converſation with them; 
with what Affection he calls them, rendering 
himſelf affable, familiar, and ſociable with them, 
attracting them inwardly and outwardly, bring- 
ing them to his Mother's, and frequently con. 
; deſcending to go with them to their Houſes 
He taught them, inſtructed them, and was ſpe- 
cially careful of them, as a Mother is of an 
only Son. Tis ſaid, as a Tradition from St. 
Peter's verbal Account, that when ever he ſlept 
at the ſame Place with them, if, riſing in the 
Night to pray according to his Cuſtom, he found 
any of them lightly cover'd he would gra- 
ciouſly take the Pains to wrap them up better, 
having an extraordinary Tenderneſs for them. 
For though they were but Men of mean Ex- 
tration and Condition, yet he knew what he 
kad deſign d them for, and that they were ** 
. | 6 
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che Princes of the World, and the appointed 
Leaders of all his Faithful in the ſpiritual War 
us WW to be waged againſt Satan. And here, for 
he W God's Sake, conſider from what ſmall 

to W nings the Church took its Riſe. The Lord 
0 would not make Choice of the Wiſe and Power- 
ol. ful of this World, left the Wonders he was 
nes about to perform ſhould be aſcribed to their A- : 
es, I bilities ; but reſerving theſe Prodigies to him 
the alf, redeem'd us out of the Abundance of his 
ted W own Goodneſs, Power, and Wiſdom. 
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wy 07 foe Gonver fion of Water into Wine at the 


Marriage- Feaſt. 


HOUGH it be uncertain whoſe Mar- 
riage this was that was celebrated at Cana 
of Galilee, as the Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory takes 
notice; let us however, for Meditation fake, 
ſuppoſe it to be of St. Jahn the Evangeliſt, 

which St. Ferom ſeems to affirm in his Preface 
pon St. Jobn. Our bleſſed Lady was there pre- 
ſent, not as a Stranger invited thither, but as 
he Head, and principal Lady of the Feaſt, and 
he chief Manager of i it; ſo that ſhe was as it 
rere at Home, being in the Houſe of her 
iter, whoſe Elder the was. This may be 
ather'd firſt from the Text which tells us, that 
de Mother of Fe/us was there, but that Feſus 
id his Diſciples were invited thither, which 


ought 
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to Cana ſome Days before the appointed Time 


— 
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onght to be underſtood likewiſe of all the reſt of 
the Perſons preſent. So that when May 
Salome, the Wife of Zebedy, came to her to NM. 
zareth to tell her that ſhe deſign'd to marry he: 
Son John, our bleſſed Lady went back with he 


of the Feaſt, to make Preparations for it, inſo. 
much that when the Gueſts were invited to it ſhe WW 
was actually there. Secondly, It may be g. 
therd from her taking Notice of the Want of 
Wine ; by which ſhe appears not ſo much to be 
a Gueſt as concern'd in the Diſtribution of the 
Entertainment, and therefore perceived th: 
Wine to be deficient. For if ſhe had been fit 
ting there as a Gueſt, would the modeſt Virgn 
have fat, think you, by her Son amidſt th: 
Men, and if ſhe had, would ſhe have riſen u. 
among them to complain of the Want of Wine! 
Or even had ſhe been ſeated among the Women, 
had ſhe, think you, been more ſenſible of the 
Want of Wine than any. other of her Sex then 
preſent ? Or would ſhe ive riſen from her Seat 
to go and acquaint her Son with it, for we can- 
not ſuppoſe, that ſhe cald out aloud ? All th 
ſeems improbable, and therefore we may more 
probably ſuppoſe, that ſhe was preſent there no 
meerly as a Gueſt, but rather as one who ſerv” 
and miniſter'd as beforemention'd, for *tis fad 
of her: That ſhe was ever ready and officiou 
in helping and ſerving others., 

The third is, , that ſhe commanded the Ser 
vants to go to her Son, and to do whatever eli 
ſhe appointed them: By which it is plain, tha 
ſhe had a Superiority over them, and that tht 
Feaft was order'd and diſpos'd according to h 
Management, and therefore ſhe was ſolicito 
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were full of Myſtery, and were given for ou 


. doſt thou now perplex and grieve her tende 


For when the Servants come to thee by her Or: 
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gin. But as St. Bernard remarks, thoſe Work 


greater Inſtruction, 

. Wherefore the Saint, in this Place, ſpeaks ty 
this Effect: Doſt thou aſk, oh Lord, what i 
this to thee and to. her? Is it nothing to the 
Mother and her Son? Do you aſk what it ap. 

tains to her, when thou thyſelf art the bel. 
Fruit of her virginal Womb? Is ſhe not th: 
fame who conceiv'd without Offence to her Mo. 
deſty, and brought forth without Prejudice to 
her Virginity ? Is it not ſhe, in whoſe Womb 
oy vouchſafed to be incloſed the Space of nine 
onths, whoſe ſacred Breaſts gave thee Suck, 
and with whom, at the Age of twelve Years, 
you came back from Feruſalem, and was obe 
dient to her? Why then, moſt beloved 7% 


Soul, ſaying : bat is it to me and to thee, d 
Woman. I already comprehend that *twas not 
to reproach her, or to confound the great Mo- 
deſty of thy virgin Mother, which made you 
fay : Woman, what is that to me and to thet? 


ders, you did without Heſitation what ſhe 

ſuggeſted. 
Why then, gentle Reader, did he firſt her pre 

make her this Anſwer? Truly for no otheMoth 


- Reaſon but for our Inſtruction, and to teach u Sta. 


that they who having forſaken the World by hai 
thorough Converſion to * Almighty God, 
ſhould have no longera Tie to their carnal 
Friends, Relations, or Parents, and that to r 
over Solicitude for the ſupplying their Neceſſ: ei 
ties ſhould not deter them from the daily Study 
and Practice of thoſe ſpiritual Exerciſes belonging 

d tf 


* 
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org to their State and Calling. For tho? as long as 
ou we are of the World there is a Duty incumbent 
upon us, in 5 to the Care of our Parents; 

soi yet when we have once forſaken it, ſo far as 
at WW even to forſake aurſelves with it, much more 
\ the WM ought we to relinquiſh all temporal Care and So- 
ag: litude for them. To which Purpoſe, it is writ- 
ble. ten of a certain holy Monk or Hermite, who 
t the having quitted the World, and lived a long 
Mo-W time a ſolitary and retired Life in the Deſert, 
e 10 being one Day earneſtly entreated by his own 
ond i Brother for his Advice in ſome worldly and tem- 
nin A poral Affair, he calmly remitted him to conſult 
uck, WF another of their Brothers who had been dead 
ear, long before, to whom when the Brother rephed, 
obe · N with much Surpriſe at his Advice, that his other 
7 ſui, Brother was dead, ſo am I, anſwer'd the Monk, 
ende WW alſo dead to this World, and therefore have no- 
e, A ding to do it, or with its troubleſome Af- 
Ss no: fairs. This is what our Lord Jeſus meant when 
Mo- he anſwer'd his bleſſed Mother, faying : Mo- 
e you man, what is tbat to me and to thee ? Clearly 
thee "Ftcaching us not to be careful or ſolicitous for 
r Or-Wecur Friends and Relations, or even Parents 
t ſheWthemſelves, in thoſe things which are contrary 
sr inconſiſtent with the Rules our Religion 
her! preſcribes to us. This he alſo confirm'd in an- 
other Place, when being told by one of the 
Standers-by that his Mother aud Brethren 
waited without deſiring to ſpeak to him, he 
aid : Who is my: Mother, aud who are my Bre- 
tbren ? Matth. xi. Thus far St. Bernard. But 
to return again to our Subject: The bleſſed Vir- 
ein was not in the leaſt diſmay'd or dejected 
CY Wat this Anſwer of her beloved Son, 
WÞut full of Confidence in his. great Bounty and 
ö 6 Goodneſs, 
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Goodneſs, ſhe ently rn'd to the 
Servants, and we: Go fre ng | 
whatever he 7 br — to you, do ye. Joh. u. The 
went as ſhe had order d them; and having fill! 
the Water-Pots of Stone, whinh ſtood there, 
with Water as our Lord had commanded, 
He again faid to them: Drau nou, and carry 
to the chief Steward. Here firſt may we con. 
— the great Prudence and Wiſdom of ou 
Lord Jeſus in ſending the Wine firſt to the 
chiefeſt and moſt dignified Perſon at the Fe 
Secondly, We may like wiſe conſider, that ou 

Lord ſat not near him, but far below him, 

when he ſaid : Take it to the Maſter of the 

Feaft : Whereby it appears, that he held the 

firſt Place among the invited, and our Lord 

Jeſus the loweſt. The Servants however gave 

the Wine to him (the chief Steward) and to the de 

reſt of the Company, openly declaring the Mar Het 

ner how it was made, they being Eye-witneſkgyc 

of the Miracle, and his Diſciples thence belier dj 

in him. When the Feaſt was ended Feſis took}! 
John apart by himſelf, and faid unto hin 

Leave this Woman whom thou haſt choſen far 

thy Wife, and follow me, and J will lead ther 
to a far more ſublime Union and heavenly Mar! 
riage than this. Who immediately left hs 
Wife, and follow'd Chriſt, and became his Dil 
ciple. And here may we learn many _ ws 

things for our Inſtruction and Exam a 
ff is, that our Lord, ſanctifying by * rea 
ſence this Marriage) gives us to widertari th Ney. 
Matrimony is both & lawful and 
State, and ordain'd by God himſelf. And 1F-- 
—_— John rom the ſane he ſhews the ſj 1 
| med” Mevrings: and- Union of the Soul with 
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be God in a fingle Life, and a State of Virginity, 
to be much more excellent and perfect. 

ho After he had wrought this Miracle, our Lord 
6114 / departed from thence, and reſolved now 
to attend to thoſe things only which regarded 
del the Salvation of Man, and therefore purpoſod 
arg thenceforward to preach his heavenly Doctrine 
'Wopenly to all Mankind. He would firſt how- 
ever cond uct his holy Mother ſafely Hame to 
her little Habitation. —— taking her b 
Ide Hand, and being follow'd by St. Jebm, 

the reſt of his Diſciples, they went into Caphar- 
naum, which is near Nazareth, and after ſome 
few Days they from thence reach'd Nazareth. 
Contemplate here, devout Reader, this bleſſed 
Couple, the Mother, and the Son. Confider 
gave them humbly traveling on Foot, and tho? 
0 t vearied with the Fatigues of their Journey, 
Man et united with the ſtricteſt Ties of Love to 
ee each other. Oh, what a heavenly Couple is 
ler chis! Such as the World was never before 


tool dleſſed with. Conſider likewiſe his Diſciples 


who reverently follow them and attentively 
liſten to the ſacred Doctrine which proceeds 
om the Mouth of their divine Maſter, who 
ms never idle, but was ever inſtruQing them 
n ſuch things as might redbund to. their 
good. Wheeefore we may .piouſly, imagine, 
at the 10 1 of heavenly Conſalation, 
hich They reap'd fr - ſuch ſacred Converſation 


| * paty ay e, * of their ne, 


Fathers, as Occaſion, and your Inſtruction may 
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Of the Sermon of our Lord on the Mount, 
| which he began by Poverty. 


the Croud, aſcended with them to 

ount Tabor, about two Miles diſtant from 
Nazareth, to infuſe into them his divine Doc- 
trine. For it was fit to inſtruct them firſt, who 
were to be appointed Maſters and Leaders of Ne 
the reſt, He taught them then many things 
in that Place in a moſt beautiful and ample 
Sermon, and no wonder a Sermon ſhould be A 
fuch which was deliver'd by the Mouth of 
the Lord. He taught them the Beatitudes, 
the Dignity of Prayer, Faſting, Alms- Deeds, 
and many Truths relating to every other Vir- 
tue, as appears in the Holy Goſpel. Which I : 
adviſe you, gentle Reader, to peruſe ſeriouſly W. 
and frequently, and to endeavour to enrich 
your Memory with, for they are full of ſpi- 
tual Sublimity; but would require too great ai 
Prolixity to conſider here, neither is it proper 
to croud Meditations like theſe with too many 
Expoſitions, of Scripture, However, I hall 
not entirely drop them, but, here and there 
interſperſe ſome few, and add to them ſome 
moral Reflections of my owg, or of the Hoh 


| 
* R Lord, calling his Diſciples apart from 


require. Let it at preſent ſuffice to obſerve | 
that our Lord began this his Exhortation wit 
Poverty, giving us thereby to a + that 

. overt) 
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Poverty is the firſt Foundation of all ſpiritual 
Structures. Hence nothing can be more incon- 
ſiſtent than for Chrif, the Pattern of Poverty, 
to be follow d by Perſons loaded with 
ral Riches: | ſince they whoſe Affections ate 
unt, link'd to fuch fleeting Vanities are more 
perly in a State of Slavery than Freedom. And 
they only are qualified for being happy whoſe 
on Hearts are at Liberty. Therefore it was that 
crit told chem, Bleſſed are the Poor in Spirit, 
Ph e. For no Heart i free but that which is 
ink d to God, and they only are fo whoſe Af- 
ſections tend only to him. We render our- 
* E ll png wa tonat! 
ve, ought we to e nothing 
ny bet him, becauſe Subjection to him is the only 
true Liberty. The truly Poor therefore may 
laſtly be call'd bleſſed; who for God's Sake 
bntemns all things elſe. For by this Means 
e becomes, in great Meaſure, united to God. 
df this great Virtue thus ſays St. Bernard. 
Poverty is a noble Kind of Wings that lift 
in a trice to the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
ther Virtues conſequential to this obtain us 
Ny a Promiſe of it, but to Poverty, Felicity 
rather given than promifed : Wherefore our 
aviour in the preſent Tenſe, for thirs 
mm the Kingdom of Heaven. Matth. xi. Aud a 
r ſhall tl farther, he adds: We ſes ſome poor Per- 


ute otherwiſe, was their Poverty ſuch as we are 
raking of, for then they would conſider them- 
_ as Princes, and Poſſeſſors of a heavenly 
dere Haut, ales, the Gentmlity of Mankind 
n wil ald be poor, upon Condition of wanting no- 
d that * thing. 
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us, ſorrowful and puſilanimous, who would be 
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thing, and love no other Poverty than ſuch 1 
one as is attended with no Inconveniency. Au 
elſetobere: And I, ſays he, when once I am exalted 
above the Earth, may boldly affirm, that | 
will draw all things after me: For if once! 
put on the Likeneſs of my Brother, I may 
without Raſhneſs adopt his Speech; let not 
then the Rich of this World imagine, that the 
Brethren of Chriſt poſſeſs nothing but heavenly 
things, becauſe they hear Chriſt ſay, Bleſſed or: 
the Poor in Spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom if 
Heaven. No: For they are likewiſe in Poſle- 
fion of the Earth, as having nothing, yet pd. 
Ming all things, not begging like Mumpers, but 
receiving as Maſtets, ſo much the more trul 
Maſters of all as they covet nothing. In : 
Word, the whole World to the faithful Love: 
of Poverty is a Fund of Riches, becauſe Proſpe- 
rity and Adverſity are alike ſubſervient and be- 
neficial to him. The covetous Wordling years 
after earthly things like a Beggar; the faithful 
Lover of Poverty deſpiſes them like a Prince. 
Ask any one of thoſe who with inſatiable Eager- 
neſs purſue worldly Gain, what they think af 
them who, ſelling what they have to diſtribute 
the Price of it to the Poor, purchaſe tlie King. 
dom of Heaven with earthly Subſtance, an 
whether he looks upon them to act prudentiy c 
not? Hewill doubtleſs approve their Wiſdom. As 
him again why he neglects to do himſelf what be 
deems well done by others? He will anſwer, I car 
not do it. But why? Truly becauſe tyranizing 


 Avarice will not permit him: Becauſe he 1s 10 


free, becauſe he has neither Right to, nor Poſſel 
ſon of what he ſeems to enjoy. es 
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put them out to Intereſt; purchaſe with therfi 
a ſolid Eftate, and with an earthly Fund buy an 
eternal heavenly One. It you are not Lord 
h of them to have this in your Power, 

I ſhall deem you not Maſter, but Slave 
to them; the Steward not the Poſſeſſor. 
Thus far St. Bernard. Now let us return to 
our Meditation. Conſider then our Lord Feſus 
humbly fitting on the Ground, with his Diſ- 
ciples round him: How affably does he con- 
verſe with them, as if one of themſelves, 
teaching, and in a beautiful, benign, and pa- 
thetic Manner inculcating to them the Practice 
of the abovemention'd Virtues. And ever 
ſtudy, as I have before adviſed you, to con- 
template his divine Countenance. Caſt an atten- 
tive Eye likewiſe on his Diſciples, and imagine 
ſee, with what Reverence, Humility, and 

d Attention they obſerve his bleſſed Aſpect, 
hear his wonderful Diſcourſe, and imprint it 
in their Minds, reaping ſovereign Delight from 
his Words and heavenly Looks. In this Me- 
ditation endeavour to ſhare their Delight with 
them, attentive as if you beheld him ſpeaking, 
and ready to approach with them in caſe you 
ſhould be call'd, dwelling on this pious Subject, 


ſhall pleaſe God to beſtow on you. | 
After the Sermon is over behold our Lord 
Jeſus deſcending from the Mount with his Diſ- 
ciples, and familiarly converſing with them 
upon the Road ; and obſerve how, that little 
imple Congregation follow him, not in any 
formal Order, but as the Hen is follow'd by 
ter Chickens, each crouding ,about him, and 
; peas 2 ſtruggling 


according to the Lights and Graces which it 
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ſtruggling to get near him, the better to 
hear his divine Diſcourſe. Think you fee the 
Multitudes running to meet him, and bring- 
ing their Sick to be cured by him; for he 
cured all. 13 


| CHAP; XXI. 


Of the Servant of the Centurion, and the 
Son of the Prince cured by him. 


XI Capbarnaum a certain Centurion (that is, 


a Captain of a Company, compoſed of 
a hundred Men) had a Servant who lay fick. 
Full of Faith, therefore he ſent -to our Lord 
2 to entreat him to cure him. And our 
umble Lord anſwer d, I will come and cur: 
bim. Luke vii When the Centurion heard the 
Anſwer, he immediately ſent back to him this 
Meſſage. Lord, I am not worthy thou ſhould 
enter under my Roof : Say but by Word, and ny 
Servant ſhall be cured. Upon which Jeſus, ap 
8 his Faith, cured: the Servant at a Di 
ce. In the fame City lived a Prince (ot 
King) who went in Perſon to Jeſus, be 
eeching him to come to his Houſe, and cure 
his fick Son. But Feſus refuſed to go, tho! he 
acquieſced to cure the Youth. Here confider 
the Merit of Faith in the Centurion, and thi 
freſh Inſtance of Humility in our Saviour, whi 
offer d himſelf to go to the Servant, tho? he re 
fuſed to go to the pompous Prince. Here yo 
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ſe that no Acception ought to be made of Per- 
ſons. Our Lord ſhews more R 


Jabn iv. 
ſhew any Regard in our charitable Offices to 
external Pomp and Appearance : *Tis the Good- 
neſs,. the right Intention, and Exigence of the 
Perſon, which are to draw our Attention, In 
a Word, our Services to our Neighbour are to 


be guided not by men but by Chri- 
1 * 


CHAP. xXII. 


05 the Paralytic brought in to otir Lord, by 
the Houſe Top, and cured by him. 


N. the ane City of C apbarnaum, while our 
Lord Jus was teaching in a certain Houſe, 
where Phariſees and Doctors of the Law, from 
all Parts of Fudea and Jeruſalem, were aſſem- 
bled to hear him, ſome People came thither 
and ſtruggled to get in, with a Man fick of the 
Palſy, whom they had brought on purpoſe to 
ave him cured by our Saviour, Marth. ii. 
Luke v. But finding it impoſſible to get in at 
the Door, for the great Croud, they got upon 
the Top of the Houſe, and carried him in that 
— and yu him before Chriſt. Jeſus 
then, { cir great Faith, ſaid to the Pa- 
bak 25 Sins are en thee. a. + 
e 


egard to the Ser- 
vant of the Officer than to the Son of the King. 
Thus then it little becomes us to 
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The Phariſees and Doctors, looking malici 

on, ſaid one to another, that he had blaſphem 
fince he attnbuted to himſelf (whom they con- 
fider'd as meer Man) the Power of forgiving 


Sins, which belong'd only to God. Our 


and humble Lord, Searcher of the Hearts and 


Reins of Man, anſwer'd, 
in your Hearts ? That you 


Why do you think Evil 
may know, added he, 


that the Son of Man has Power on Earth to for- 
give Sins, T ſay riſe and walk, Mark is, 


Here are four t 


worthy our Meditation, 


Firſt, The Perſpicacity of Chris Underſtand- 
ing, who ſaw into their Hearts. Secondh, 
that Illneſs is often the” Conſequence of Sin, 
and that Abſolution from this often frees us 
from That; which may likewiſe be 
from the fick Man cured at the Fi 


whom our Saviour caution'd not to fin 


ther'd 


-pond, 
agam, 


leſt ſomething worſe ſhould befal him. Thrdh, 


that 


great muſt be the Merit of Faith, ſince the 


Faith of one Perſon may be beneficial to an- 


other, as we have before ſeen, in the Caſe of 


the Centurion's Servant, and ſhall farther fee, 
in the Daughter of the Cananean, who was 


cured by 


the Faith of the Mother. And it 


daily is verified in the Raptiſm of Infants, who, 


if they die before their Age 
ceive by the Faith ofothers the Earneſt, 


of Diſcretion, re: 
by which 


they are ſaved thro? the Merits of Chriſt, con- 
trary to the accurſt Doctrine of ſome Hereticks. 


Fourthly, we may meditate the Goodneſs of 
our divine Lord 
Phariſees, affably 
and working a Miracle to try 


ſitting amidſt the perv 
. their Malice, 
to convert them. 


erſe 


Here recolle& what I have ſaid on the genera 
Subje& of Meditation, 2 © wil 
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CHAP, XXIII. 


Of our Lord's curing Simon's Mol ber- in. lau. 


N the ſame City it happen'd likewiſe that 
our Lord call'd in at the Honſe of Simon 
cer, whoſe Mother-in-law was in a high 
Fever. Our humble Lord, inform'd of it, 
familiarly ſtretch'd forth his ſacred Hand to 
her, and cured her, and ſhe immediately aroſe 
and miniſter'd to him and his Diſciples. But 
what did ſhe miniſter ? We do not find that re- 
corded, You may then devoutly imagi 
that in the Houſe of ſuch poor People nothi 
but poor and humble Viands, ſuch as were ſoon 
prepared, were laid before them  Piouſly fancy 
too that you ſee our Lord himſelf humbly 
helping to ſet things in decent Order, in the 
Houſe of his Diſciple ; theſe and ſuch other 
humble "Exerciſes you may entertain your 
Thoughts with, for all ſuch we may reaſon- 
ably conceive our Lord to have done, who 
was come to miniſter, and not to be mini- 
ſtered unto; Thus then conſider him fami- 
larly ſeated at Table, under this humble 
Roof, in the Midſt of this little Company 


of fimple Ones, - and chearfully 


partaking of 


their coarſe Regale, with ſo much the more 
Pleaſure as his beloved Poverty preſided there. 
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C HAF. XXIV: 
Of our Lord's Sleeping" in the Boat 


UR Lord Jeſus, entering into a Boat 
with his Diſciples, c ſed hümſelf to 
Sleep, leaning his Head on 4 Pillou. For he 
might well be fatigued, — his Nights ge- 
nerally in Prayer, and his Days in the Toit of 
Preaching. When he was aſleep; | a fudden 
Storm ariſing, the Diſciples were affrighted and 
apprehended themſelves in Danger of Perifhing, 
but dared not awake him for ſome Time. At 
length however, overcome with ' Fear, they 
roufed him, crying: Lord, ſave us, we periſh 
Our Lord aroſe, and, chiding them for thei 
little Faith, comtanded the Sea and the Winds, 
and the Storm gave over. Matth. vin. Mark iv. 
Lake wii. In theſe Circumftances contemplate 

our Lord, according 3 Rules 1 
have defore given you. Add this farther Con- 
fideration, that though God ſeems ſometimes 

to fleep to us, and to. our Concerns, elpe- 
cially in Time of Tribulation and Need, yet 

we ought to remain firm in Faith and Con: 
fidence, without ſtaggering for that he is ever 
really awake, and diligently: watchful in what 
„n our Good and 12 5 
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CHAP. XXV. 
Of the M idow's Son, rais'd by our Lord, 


S our Lord was once going towards the 
City of Naim, he met a Multitude of 
People bearing along, and attending to the 
Grave the Corpſe of a young Man, the late 
Son of a Widow who followid. The com- 
paſſionate Feſus, moved to Pity at her Grief, 
approach'd, ftopp*d the Bearers, and made them 

down the Bier, then addreſſing himſelf, 
faid : Young Man, I fay to you, ariſe. And 
the Youth, who had been dead, aroſe, and he 
reſtor'd him to his Mother. At which all 
were aſtoniſh'd, and gave Praifes to God for 
ſo great a Wonder. Luke vii. Here recur to 
the general Heads of Meditation. | 
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CHAP: XXVI 


Of our Lord's raifing 4 Girl: from the 
Dead, and curing Martha. 


T the Inftance of a very confiderable 
Man, our Lord Jeſus was going with 
him to cure his Daughter. A great Multitude 
accompanied him, among whom was a Woman 
extremely ill, who is reported to have been 
Martha, the Siſter of Mary Magdalen. This 

2 Woman, 


Populace. However our Lord well knew what 
'hefaid, and therefore added, [know that a Vir. 
tue proceeded from me. Luke vij. Martha then ma: 


of Perfection, perceive that God hears ther 


proper | 
Martha touch'd the Hem, with Hopes of be 
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Woman, acquainted with the Wonders he had 
wrought, ſaid to herſelf, that if ſhe could but 
touch the Hem of his Garment ſhe ſhould be 
made well. Math. ix. Accordingly approach- 
ing, though with Fear, ſhe touch'd it, and wa 
cured. Our Lord then faid : Who has touch'd 
me? When Peter anſwer'd, Lord, you ſe 
what Crouds preſs upon and moleſt you, and 
you ask, who has touchid me? Here conſider 
the Patience of Chriſt, who ſuffers himſelf to be 
thus frequently moleſted and preſt by the rude 


| 
{ 
] 
] 
I 


nifeſted her Cure, and qur Lord was pleaſed with 
curing her, with whom he was afterwards divine. 
ly intimate; and told her, Thy Faith hath maid: 
thee well. Here again you have à freſh Com, 


mendation of Faith; here likewiſe you fee, 


that Chriſt is willing his Miracles ſhould be 0 
made manifeſt for the Good of the Publick, 
and yet is fo humble as to conceal the Part he 
has in them, attributing to the Merit of her 
Faith the Effects of his own divine Power. 
Here too it is worth your Notice to obſerve 
what St. Bernard remarks. Every perf 
Servant of Chriſt, ſays he, may be called the 
Hem or loweſt Part of Chriſt's Garment, on 
account of the men Opinion he has of himſelf 
Let them therefore, who, arrived to this Pitch 


Prayers, and grants them the Cure of Diſeaſe, 
or other miraculous Powers, take care not 1 
be elated, nor attribute to themſelves what ! 

ly his Work and not theirs. For tho 


JESUS CHRIST. 


ing cured by the Touch, as ſhe really was ; 
yet the Virtue of the Cure came from the Lord, 
and not from the Hem : And therefore he ſaid, 
1 know that a Virtue proceeded from me. Mind 
this well then, and never attribute any Good to 
yourſelf, for it all comes from our Lord Jeſus. 

Oꝛir Saviour after this went to the Houſe of 
the great Man abovemention'd, and finding 
that the Girl, whom he came to cure, was 
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recur to the general Heads of Contemplation, 
150 propoſed to you, and ſo oſten 
mention d. . 1 | | 
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2 CHAP. XXVIL 
1 br WY Of the. Converfion of the Magdalen, and 
* - other Things, 


UR gracious Lord, one Day, by the 
Invitation of Simon the , went to 
dine with him, which he was 'd to do, 
out of his natural Courteſy, and the Zeal he 
. tad for the Salvation of Souls. Luke vii. Thus 
we doe divine Feſus attracted to himſelf thoſe, for 
wn "hoſe — — came down from — by 
ating, and familiarly converſing among them. 
Ls The Love of Poverty too was another Motive 
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dead, he raiſed her again to Life. Here again 


Me LIFEuw 
Humility, with Humility and Thankſgiving, 
accepted Invitations as Occafion required. | 
Magdalen, who probably had often heard 
him preach, and inwardly loved him, tho' ſhe 
Had yet given no Proofs of it, chanced to heat 
of our Saviour's dining at the Houſe of this 
Leper. Wherefore,” touch'd already with) a 
rea) Sorrow at Heart for her Sins, canvinced 
that he alone could rid her of them, and re- 
ſolved no longer to delay her Converſion, the I | 
vent ſtrait to where our Saviour was, and with 
her Eyes and Face towards the Ground the If 
paſs d by the whole Company, regardleſs of all i * 
till ſhe came to her beloved Lord. Then 
\ 


throwmg herſelf . proſtrate before him, with 3 
certain ſecret Confidence, which her inward 
Love for him gave her, with a Torrent of i © 
Tears ſhe te bathe: His ſacred Feet, l 
hing, and tacitly faying in her Heart: 
+ | 5 firmly Helis, kde: and eonfeſs you i m 
to be my God, and my Sovereign: I have of. WW 4 
fended your divine Majefty by many and great I tt 
Trinſprefſions, and ' multiplied my Sing i © 
Hove the Number of the Sands of the Sea, 
But wicked Sinner as I am I fly to your Mercy 
for Refuge I grieve and repent me from my 
Soul, I crave Pardon, am prepared to amend, 
ind determinꝰd to conform my Life for the 
future to your bleſſed Precepts, without ever 
departing from them. Oh ręject me not, tum 
me ö 6: you, I am ſenfible I can 
have eto none but you, and you alone 
1 wilt and wiſh to recur to, for you alone | 
love above all things. Repulſe me not then, 
but punifh my Iniquities as you ſhall think pro- 
per, but yet grant me the Mercy I * 
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e 
of Jeſus, with the plentious Flood of her un- (i 
4 WW bidden Tears. Hence you may ſee plainly that - 
our Lord went always bare-footed. * 
At length the illuſtrious Penitent, with be- feeted. 
* Reſolution, ſtem'd her Tears awhile, 
jud them unworthy to fall on our 
Lad CES Feet, ſhe — them off with 
her ſtately Locks: Uſing her Hair to this Of- 
fice, becauſe ſhe had nothing more precious 
with her for that Purpoſe, and becauſe ſhe 
wiſh'd to make thoſe very Inſtruments of her 
former Vanity, inſtrumental to her preſent Con- 
verſion, beſides that ſhe wiſh'd not to remove 
3 ber Face off the Feet of: her divine Maſter. 
ard When the had wiped 
ef  fhe devoutly 
cet, Eagerneſs that 
art: afterwards anointed — with precious Oint · 
you i ments, as they were lean and fatigued with fre- 
"of. quent and laborious Travelling. Behold her 
reat ¶ ffen attentively, conſider maturely her Devo- 
'Sing ton, and dwell awhile on her Love to Corift, 
Sa, nd his to her ; and endeavour to be perfectly 
ercy preſent at this Entertainment, which was very 
\ my blemn in every Circumſtance. Contemplate 
end, licewiſe the divine Jeſus how benignly he re+ 
the ccives, and how patiently he bears with all ſhe 
ever I does. He ſuſpends his Dinner till ſhe has done; 
tum and all the Gueſts are in Suſpence at the Novel- 
c. Sinan could not help, j g our Saviour 
alone 
lone | 
then, 
pro 
e for 
Al 


te? 
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them, with 1 
1 Love; and 


n his Mind, thinking he not have ſuf- 
ſerd ſuch a Woman to approach him if he had 
deen a Prophet, and had known who ſhe was. 
But our Lord ſoon ſhew'd his prophetic Power 


IJ anſwering Simon's Thoughts with the — 
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of the Debtor. And, openly to ſhew that Love 
is the great End of all, concluded: Many Sin 


in Peace. and pleaſing Sen- 
tence ! How gladly did Mag hear it, and 
how joyfully retire ! And now truly converted; 
ſhe led ever after an innocent holy Life ; and 
firmly adhered to the Service and Honour of 
him and his bleſſed Mother. Contemplate 
therefore, gentle Reader, theſe Circumſtances 
with all the Devotion you can ſummon, and 
labour to imitate this Charity ; which is ſo high- 
ly approved by our Lord Jeſus, as well by 
acts as in Words. 

Here then you have an expreſs Proof that 
Charity works a perfect Peace and Reconcilu- 
tion between God and Sinners. _ Hence it is 
that St. Peter tells us, that Charity covers 4 
Multitude of Sins. 1 Pet. iv. As Charity then 
is the Soul of every Virtue, and none are pleaſ. 
> be God that are unanimated with Charity, 
I uote ſome Authorities to induce you to 
aim at the Acquiſition of this great Virtue, in 
order to render yourſelf le to the bleſſed 
Feſus. St. Bernard then ſays of it: This ex- 
cellent Gift Charity muſt needs be of incompar- 
able Worth, ſince the divine Spouſe is ſo earneſt 
in enforcing it to his new Bride. In one Place, 
ſaying : In this all ſhall know, you are my Dif- 
ciples, if you have love for one another. Joh. xil. 

another, I give you a new Precept, that you 
love one another. Ibid. And again, This is ny 
Commandment, that you love one another. Ibid. xv. 
Praying elſewhere that they may become one, 
as he and the Father are one. A little _ 
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the Saint adds : What can we imagine compar- 
able to this, which is prefer'd even to Martyr- 
dom, and to a Faith ſufficient to move Moun- 
tains, Thus then when I ſay to you, Peace be 
with you. John xx. I mean, may your Peace 
proceed to you from within yourſelyes, and then 
all that may ſeem to threaten you with Diſ- 
turbance from without, will neither have Power 
to fright nor offend you. 

The ſame Saint tells us : The Value of every 
Soul is rated by the Meaſure of its Charity: As 
for Example, the Soul that has much Charity is 

t and vaſt; that which has but little is 
fall and diminutive, nay nothing, for as the 
Apoſtle in his firſt to the Corinthians, chap. v. 


TERA RES BT 2G 


However, if it begins to poſſeſs even ſo ſlender 
+ is 2 Portion, as to love where it is beloved, to ſa- 
hte Brethren, and thoſe who ſalute, we cannot 
then MW fay that Soul is abſolutely nothing. I will allow 
leaf. a Soul to be not quite nothing, if, at leaſt, it 
: returns Love for Lied and cultivates ſocial 
ity. And according to our Lord's 
Words, how much more than nothing does it do ? 
I cannot then, by any Means, think a Soul 
great, but rather very little and very contract- 
ed when I diſcover ſo ſlender a Portion of Cha- 
rity in it. But if it grows up and improves fo 
as, paſſing the narrow Limits of fo contracted a 
Charity, to reach with Liberty of Spirit the ut- 
moſt Bounds of gratuitous Bounty, by extend- 
ng itſelf with Profuſeneſs of good Will to every 
Neighbour, and by loving all as itſelf ; can we 
any longer ſay to it, what doſt thou do more? 
For a Soul, that dilates itſelf thus much, muſt 
have a Heart capacious enough to contain all 
Mankind, 


2 


tells us, if I have not Charity, I am nothing. 
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your 
your Forces to poſſeſs it. For this Poſſeſſon 
will enable you to bear with Conſtancy, Cov 


Neighbour. 
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Mankind, even ſuch as it is not tied to by 
Blood, Hopes of Intereſt; or any other Obli 
gation, ſave that of which the Apoſtle ſpeaks: 
Owe No body any thing, but that ye love one ay 
other. However if you will make farther Ad. 
vances towards the pious Invaſion of the King. 
dom of Charity, and are defirous of carrying 
your | Conqueſts to its fartheſt Confines; open 
the Bowels of your Compaſſion to your vey 
Enemies, do Good to thoſe who hate you 
pray for thoſe who perſecute and revile you, 
and ſtudy to be peaceful with thoſe who hat: 
Peace: Then, then indeed the Altitude and 
Latitude of the Heavens and of your Soul 
are alike, and their Beauty the ſame. Then 
will be fulfild in you what is ſung of God, e. 
tending the Heavens as a Skin. Pal. cii. And 
in this Heaven of your Soul, grown to ſo min 
culous a Hei Width, and Beauty, th: 
Moſt High will delight to inhabit, to expatiatz; 
and manifeſt his Immenſity and Glory in. Thus 
far St. Bernard. You ſee then, pious Reade; 
how uſeful and neceſſary a Virtue is Charity 
without which it is impoſſible to pleaſe God 
and with which every one is ſure to be agr. 
able in his Sight. Study therefore with al W*" 
Heart, with all your Mind, and with al 
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rage, and Chearfulneſs, the greateſt Hardihip 
and Severities for the Sake of God and you Me 
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C HAP. XXVIII, 
Heu John ſent his Diſciples to Jeſus. 


H A T glorious Combatant and Precurſor 
of Chriſt St. Fohn the Baptiſt was fetter'd 
in Priſon, by Order of Herod, for the Defence 
of Truth, in reproving him for detaining the 
Wife of his living Brother, Math. xi. Here 
it was that, deſirous of committing his Diſciples 
to the Care of our Lord Jeſus, he thought of 
ſending them on a Meſſage to him, that hear- 
ing this divine Oracle's Words, and ſeeing the 
Wonders he wrought, they might be inflamed 
with the Love of him, and take to following 
him. Accordingly he diſpatch'd them to Jeſus, 
whom they ask d in the Name of John: Is it 
you who are to come, or are we to expett another ? 
Our Saviour was then amidſt a great Multitude. 
Behold him then attentively, and ſee with what 
a pleafing Aſpect he receives the Meſſengers of 
Jobn, wiſely anſwering them firſt in Deeds, 
and then in Words, In their Preſence, then 
he cured the Deaf, the Dumb, the Blind, 
wrought many other Miracles, d to the 
People, and then among other things told theſe 
Envoys, Go, relate to John what you have 
beard and ſeen. They gladly perform'd their 
Embaſſy, and related all to Fobn, who as glad- 
ly received the joyful Tidings. And after the 
Death of Fob theſe Diſciples. firmly adher'd, to 
brit. After their Departure our Saviour be- 
tow'd great Encomiums on John to the Mor 
4 e, 
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tude, as that he was a Prophet, nay more than 


2 Prophet, and that a greater than him had not 


pear d among the Children of Women, and 
2 like, as you may find in the Goſpel. Con- 
template then our divine Lord in every Situa- 
tion whether preaching or teaching, or doin 
ought elſe, as I have already coun Pd you f 


often. 
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CH AP. XXIX. 
Of the Death of St. John the Baptiſt. 


ERE we may pauſe awhile in Meditation 
on the _ nd of St. Job the Baptilt 
hen th impious Herod and his infa- 
mous Adulteref had perhaps already plotted 
the Death of the Ba | that they might el. 
cape the R hes ve to their criminal Es- 
mifrity 3 z it 'd that at a publick Enter- 
tainment Herodias, the wretched Fruit of thei 
inceſtuous Bed danced ſo much to the Satisfaic- 
tion of Herod, that he gave her for a promiſed 
Recompence the Head of Jobn. And u 
Conſequence of this Grant, he was beheaded 
in the Priſon. Behold here how great a _ s 
put to Death, and how baſely and i 
ouſly i is he murder'd by the Iniquity o — 
ing Tyrant. Oh great God, how did you ſuffe 


this ! can be the Cauſe of the Death oi 


— La 
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would digeſt this well, conſider firſt the Baſe- 
neſs and Barbarity of his Murderers, and then 
meditate on the fingular Greatneſs and Eminence 
of John, and you will find freſh Matter of Sur- 
priſe, You have already heard above, the many 
and great Encomiums beftow'd upon him, by 
our divine Saviour ; now hear what Applauſes 
St. Bernard gives him in his Panegyric on 
him. That Mother and Miſtreſs of all 
Churches, the Roman Church, ſays he, of 
which it is ſaid : I have pray for thee, Peter, 
that thy Faith fail not, next after the Name of 


our Saviour, received her Conſecration and 


Badge in Honour of St. Jobn the Baptiſt. It 
was indeed fit that the ſingular Friend of his 
beloved Spouſe ſhould paſs thither when ſhe 
was to be raiſed to her ſovereign Digni- 
tin, Wl ff. Peter was crucified, Paul was beheaded, 
un. but the Dignity of Preference was till given 
ted to the Precurſor. The Purple of Rome is 
- ef. the Blood of Martyrs, the ſovereign Honour 
Fa- belongs to that Holy Patriarchat. Still Jabn 
\ter- s every where greater, ſingularly wonderful in 
cher al things and above all. Who was ever fo 

Fac Ldoriouſſy proclaimd? Who was ſo ampl 

repleniſh'd with the Holy Ghoſt in the Wom 
of his Mother? Who elſe exulted in the 
Womb of his Mother ? Whoſe Nativity does 
the Church ſolemnize beſides his? Who was 
ever ſo fond of the Solitude of a Deſert? 
Who was ever known to converſe ſo ſub- 
ly ? Who was the firſt Preacher of Penance, 
nd the Kingdom of Heaven? Fobn. Who 
aptized the King of Glory? Fohn. Who 
L 2 plainly 


ith d 
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Qity as to be taken for Chrit ? But if you 
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lainly reveabd the facred Myſtery of the 

rinity? John, To whom did Chriſt ever 
give Teſtimony but to John? And finally 
to whom after Cbriſt and his Mother does 
the Church pay ſo much Honour as to Fobr ? 
Fohn 1s a Patriarch, nay the laſt, and Head of 
all Patriarchs: Jobn is a Prophet, nay more 
than a Prophet : For him, whoſe Coming he 
foretells, he points out with his Finger: Jahn 
is an Angel, and the choſen among Angels; 
our Saviour teſtifying it of him, ſaying, Behold 
TI ſend my Angel, &c. John i. Jabn is an 
Apoſtle, and the firſt of Apoſtles, and their 
Prince; and the firſt of God's Meſſengers : 
Fohn is an Evangeliſt, and Preacher of the Goſ- 
pel ; but the firſt in that Office: Jabn is a Vi- 
gin, nay the illuſtrious Pattern of all Virgins. 
'The Title-ſpring of Purity, and Mirror of Cha- 
ſtity: Jobn is a Martyr, and the Encourage 
ment of other Martyrs: And the Soul of 
Martyrdom from the Birth to the Death cf 
Curd : He the Voice crying in the Deſert, he 
the Forerunner of the Judge, and the Herald 
of the Divine WORD. He is Elias, and 
till his Coming the Law and the Prophets were 
ſo many Lamps that beam'd forth bright) 
and. warmly their benefic Influence. I pals 
over in Silence the Proficiency he made n 
angelic Perfections, by which he not only im: 
tated every Degree of that heavenly Hierarchy, 
but even emulated the Higheſt in ſeraphick Wil 
dom and Virtue. Thus 4 St. Bernard. Nos 
hear that holy Archbiſhop of Ravem 
St. Peter Chriſogonus, in a Panegyric on te 
Day of his Decollation. | Th 
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The Life of the Baptiſt, ſays he, is the 
School of Virtue, the Maſterſhip of Life, the 
Plan of Sanctity, and the Model of Juſtice, c. 
If therefore you com the Excellence of 
Merit, and Eminence of Dignity in Jobn, with 
the Littleneſs and groveling Baſeneſs of thoſe 
who beheaded him, you cannot help being ſur- 
riſed. What ſhall a common Hangman (the 
baſeſt of human Species) be empower'd to 
take away the Life of ſo great, ſo good, a Per- 
ſonage as if he was the meaneſt and moſt exe- 
id crable Highwayman or Murderer ! Behold him 
an then, with Reverence and Concern: How 
el WW readily he ſtoops his Neck to the Command of 
S: WH this vile and reprobate Butcher; how humbly 
of- be bends his Knees, and, giving Thanks to 
*. God, lays his Neck on the Block, and patiently 
* repeated Strokes of the barbarous 


„ 7. 
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received the 


ha.: Executioner. Thus departs the Baptiſt, that 
of intimate Friend, near Relation, and Familiar of 
0 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Oh! what a Confuſion 
of WW chis for us, who, at the leaſt Viſit of a trivial 
be Adverſity, loſe all Sight of Patience. Foby, 
rad innocent Fob», meets Death, and ſuch a Death 
and with Chearfulneſs; and we ftain'd and ſpot- 
were ted with Sin, and worthy the divine Indigna- 
tl tion, are unable to ſuſtain the leaſt Contradic- 
pa Wl tions, or Indignities, tho* but in bare Words. 
le n Our Saviour was abſent from the City, when 
in Jobn was beheaded, though ſtill in Judea. But 
rely, when his Death was publiſh'd, our divine Lord 
"WW wept for him, as did his Diſciples, and the 
bleſſed Virgin who had nurſed him in his moſt 
tender In „and who ftill loved him with 
c&treme Affection. Our bleſſed Redeemes, 
| e L 2 | however, 
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however, conſoled her, with telling her, that 
it was expedient he ſhould die for the Defence 
of the Juſtice of his heavenly Father, that he 
would ſoon receive the Reward of his Suffer. 
ings in Heaven ; and that it was not the Will 
5 the Almighty to award his Saints from 
Death, ſince they are not deſign'd for this 
World: Their Kingdom and = og Syn be- 
ing earthly, but celeſtial. Fobn is 
the Chains of the Body, and the Powers of 
Death have no more Force to retain him on 
Earth, or to detain him from the Kingdom of 
Heaven, whither he will ſoon be transferr'd to 
reign with my Father. Be then of good 
Heart, oh dearly beloved Mother, all is — 
with your favourite Baptiſt. Soon after this 
Cbriſt retired from theſe Parts to * 
Dwell, tle Reader, on the preceedin 
—— to render yourſelf , 
them, contemplate them inthe and when 
ou have compleated your Meditation on theſe 
Heads, as God ſhall be pleaſed to inſpire you, 
proceed to others, and follow your bleſſed Sz 
- viour, Step by Step, whitherever he goes. 


i 
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CHAP. , + » 34 


of the Conference our Lord Jeſus hat wt 
the Samaritan Woman, as he. ſat, being 
faint and wearied, by the S 77 the | 
Well to reſt himſel If. | 


T ha upon a certain abe that as our 
Lord Jeſus was going from the Country of 
Judta into Galilee, he paſſed thro? the Country 
of Samaria, and being wearied with the e 
of his Journey, which was about the 

fifteen Miles, he ſat down to reſt Mei by the the 
Side of a Well in the Way, which is called the 
Well of Facob. Conſider here, pious Chriſtian, 
thy God, and contemplate awhile how he is 
"leaſed to condeſcend to be tired, and fant for 
thy Sake. He frequently travebd, was often 
wearied, and his whole Life was laborious, 
painful, and full of Troubles. 

While our Lord fat thus by the WelPs Side, 
his Diſciples went into the next Town to pro- 
vide Meat to refreſh themſelves: In the mean 
time there came a Woman of that” 
whoſe Name was Lutia, to draw Water: from 
the Well: With whom our Lord 
—_— and to manifeſt my uno her 
talking of many, t, and ſublime Myfte- 
nes. What the din of this Diſcourſe 
was, how his Diſciples return'd again unto him , 
and how, by te Woman's Relation of him, 
the P of the” Gy cam? eit 1 Nm, l 


detain d him with them for many Days together, 
.L4 and 
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and how, _ laſt, he * from them [ 
ſhall wholly omit, and paſs at ent, it 
being clearly ſet forth at large i the — of 
St. Jobn; to which I refer you, there fixedly 
to contemplate every Action of our Lord 
Feſus. For concerning the Doctrine which, 
for our Inſtruction, may be gather d from this 
Part of facred Hiſtory, there are many Things 
concerning our Lord Fefus which are wor- 
thy our greateſt Notice and Attention, 


And firſt, his great Meekneſs, in that our 


moſt humble Lord would vouchſafe to te- 
main alone while his Diſciples were gone in- 
to the City to buy Proviſion. Secondly, He 
difdain'd not to converſe with that low and 
ſimple Woman, and to treat with her of ſuch 


ſublime and ſacred Myſteries, as though he 


had been diſcourſing of them, in the Preſence 
of the moſt learned and wiſe Men. This 
ought. to reprove and confound the Pride of 
the moxe learned, who imagine their Labour 
and Pains were loſt in beſtowing their Words 
ſwelPd with Vanity, upon a few, or only on 
one Perſon, eſteeming ſo ſlender an Audience 
unworthy to receive the Expoſition of their ſub- 
lime Doctrine. Thirdly, we may conſider hs 

Iumility: His Diſciples brought him Meat 
from the City, and deſired him to eat: But 
where did he eat? Without the City, in the 
open Air, and at the Well's Side, drinking of 
the Wem i ch his Thirſt. — 
Po an um e Manner, bein weary, t, 
dN 
we to imagine, that it was only once, or by 
Chance FS happened to him, but that i 
"of 4 2. Was 


/ 
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was his uſual Cuſtom ſo to do. For we may 
well ſuppoſe, that our moſt humble Lord tra- 
vel'd thro? all the Countries, in the fame Man- 
ner, and that, tho' ever fo faint and wearied, he 
oftentimes took his ſmall Refe&ion, without the 
Towns and Habitations of the People, near 
ſome Well or River, having neither delicate 
Meats, curious Plates, or delicious Wines, but 
the pure Element, from the River or Fountain, 
was his chief and only Liquor. He who makes 
the Vineyard —— itful, the Springs to 
flow with ws, + Fam gives Life to all that 
move in the Waters, 2 humbly contented, 
like another poor Man, with Bread and Water 
ns upon the bare Ground. We may like- 

contemplate how intent our Lord Feſus 
was in che Study of heavenly Things, and of 
ſuch as regarded more the Soul than The Body : 
For hong ce by by his Diſciples to eat of thoſe 
Meats which they had brought him, he anſwer'd 
them, ſaying: I have Meat to eat, that you 
know not———my Meat is to do the Will of him 
that ſent me, John iv. Wherefore he waited 


till the P of the City came, that he might 
preach to deſiring firſt to perform that 
which appertained to the Nouriſhment of their 


Souls, before that which belong'd - to the Re- 
freſhment. of his own Body, notwith 

the great Neceſlity he had for it. Contemplate 
well theſe and —.— — all your 
dy to _ his parame 
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CHAP. XXXI. 


How the Diſciples of our Lord Jeſus pluck'd 
the Ears of Corn, and eat We 
m3 on the Sabbath. 


S the Diſciples of our Lord Feſus pals'd 
throngh the Fields with him on the Sab- 
bath- Day, where Corn was growing, they 
pluck'd the Ears, and rubb'd them between 
their Hands, and eat them for Hunger. The 
Phariſees (who watch'd every Word and Action 
of our Lord, that they might find an Occaſion 
of accuſing him of fome B Breach of their Law) 
reproved both him and his Diſciples for it, fay- 
ing: Thy Diſciples do that which ic not lawful fo 
them to do on tbe Sabbarb-Days. Matth. xi. But 
our Lord to excuſe them, Fin, brought the 
Example of David and his Companions, who 
when they were Hungry eat the Bread of the 
Propoſition. Have you not read, ſaid he, what 
David did *ohen he was Hungry, and they that 
were with him How he enter d into the Houſe if 
God, and did eat . the Leaves. f '» Propeſition 
which were not latuful for bim to eat, nor fo 
them. ihat curre with him; but" ſar Priefts only ! 
Secondly, That the Priefts of the Law on the 
Sabbath- Day circumeiſed and offer i Sacrifice, 
which are both corporal Works. Have ye nut 
read in the Law (ſaid he again) that on the Sal. 
bath-Days the Prieſts in the Temple do break tht 
Sabbath, and are without Blame? Ibid. And 
what might have ſerved for the greateſt _—_— 
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and indeed the only one was : That the Lord of 
the Creation was himſelf preſent there, who was 
the Author and Mafter of the Law, and there- 
fore could give them leave to break it. 
Let us now devoutly conſider, and take 
Compaſſion on the great Neceſſity of the Diſ- 
ciples, tho* in Company of their Lord, who is 
the ſovereign God and Maſter of all things. If 
we duly refle& on it we cannot chuſe but be in- 


ſpired with the Love of Poverty, and corporal 


Diſtreſs for his Sake. For is it not ſtrange to 
think that they, who by a lar Prerogative 
were choſen to the ſublime of the 


Apoſtleſhip, and made the Princes of the World, 
ſhould be obliged for Hunger to eat the Ears 
of Corn as if they were not Men, but irrational 
and ſenſeleſs Animals; and this too in the Pre- 
ſence of him, who is the Creator of all things, 
and who bountifully feeds and provides 2 
every Creature; and yet he ſees them ſuffer 
ſuch Want without beſtowing his Relief, as if 
he were not able to help them? But our moſt 
gracious and merciful Lord, who wrought all 
things for our Example, and for the 
Good our of Salvation, ſuffer'd them to be thus 
needy and poor for the Accompliſhment of his 
greateſt Deſigns, as he himſelf alſo had aſſumed 
the Nature of Man, with all the Infirmities in- 
adent to it, but yet without Sin. Wherefore 
tho* he had Compaſſion on them, in this their 
_ and Diſtreſs, inaſmuch as he was moved 
to it by the tender Love he bore them; never- 
theleſs he was pleaſed with it, as he faw the 
good Will with which they ſuffer'd, that is, 
out of pure Love and Affection to him. * 
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And here all ſuch as have forſaken the World, 
for the Love of our bleſſed Lord, have a pet. 
fe& Model from which they may copy all thoſe 
Virtues which are neceſſary for them to folloy, 
that is, Patience in Diſtreſs, true Poverty of 
Spirit, and the Virtue of Abſtinence, contrary 
to the Vice of Gluttony. And firft, as to Px 
tience in all our Neceſſities and Wants: Seeing 
that the Diſciples of our Lord Fefus, who had 

uitted all they had poſeſſed to follow hin, 

uffer'd with Chearfulneſs and Patience ſuch 
Diſtreſs in his Preſence, whom they (ay 

and reheved miraculouſly many Thouſands 

of other Men, how much more ought we to be 
patient in the like Neceſſities, when it ſhall 
pleaſe his divine Goodneſs to afflict us with 
them? Since we are neither ſo deſerving hi 
Favours as they were, nor are we fo ly 
eſtabliſh'd in his Love, but rather -on the con- 
trary have deſerved, for our Impatience and In. 
| cr to ſo bountiful a God, much greater 
niſhments, and many more Wants than hs 
Goodneſs permits us to ſuffer, who perhaps has 
never yet {uffer'd us to know any Want at all. 

Secondly, As to what relates to a perfect Po- 
verty: You are to underſtand that the Po. 
verty of our Lord Jeſus, without any Com- 

riſon, far excell'd in Perfection the voluntary 

overty of any other Perſon. ' For ſuch who 
for the Love of Chriſt have forſaken all the 
Riches and Preferments of this tranſitory Life 
their Poverty is generally in great Repute 


with Wordlings, and is commended and 


eſteemd by chem as /a ſublime and nobl 
Virtue. But the Poverty of .our bleſſed Loud 
was ever held in Contempt by all; inaſmuch 
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* 2s it was unknown to the World that he volun- 
of WM trily ſubmitted to it, wherefore they eſteem'd 
on, it to be of meer Neceſſity, and what he could 


ot avoid ; as ſeems to appear both in him and 
his Diſciples, who were conſtrain'd through 
pa. Hunger to pluck and eat the Ears of Corn: 
eng And as that Poverty, which we ſuffer not by 
ha Choice but thro? Neceſſity, is too often rec- 
im, kon'd a contemptible thing: So likewiſe was 
ue chat of our bleffed Lord; for ſuch as knew 
an him, ſaw, that he had neither a Houſe nor 
nd; Habitation wherein to repoſe or put his Head, 
ode which drew upon him the Contempt and Diſ- 
al Wl eſteem of all that beheld him. This we 
with may gather from the too general Practice of 
bs Mankind, who conceive the utmoſt Contempt, 
Aly Wi Regard to the poor and diftreſs'd ; but if 
con. vith Patience and Reſignation they ſubmit to 


| In. che divine Will, in Reality are moſt worthy 


ater and pleafing in the Sight of him, who left them 
bs chi glorious Example: Hence, it is a moſt 
: has dangerous and execrable Sin to deſpiſe any Man 
all, In his Poverty or Miſery. The truly Poor, 
Po- bowever, are not ſuch only who have for- 
po- aken all temporal Riches, and make an out- 

dom vard Shew and Profeſſion of voluntary Poverty, 
atary ] but they, who to this add the Poverty of Spi- 
who that is, deſire no Plenty, nor ſeek any 
more Comfort in the periſhable Goods of this 

Life, than juſt as much as may ſuffice to ſup- 
port the Infirmities of Nature. For, if he that 
1s poor remains ſo only for Want of an Oppor- 
tunity of enjoying the Goods and Plenty of 
Fortune, ſuch a one Has no Share in the holy 
Poverty of our Lord Jeſus, but rather lives in 
Poverty, Miſery, and Diſtreſs. in this Life, 
3a without 
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ſpeaks at large in his Sermon upon the Nativit 


the Diſciples of our Lord, and from our Lon 


fo dangerous a Conſequence, and ſo much con-i 
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without any Merit of an eternal Reward in the 
next. This is the true Deſcription of a perfed 
Poverty, concerning which Virtue St. Bernar] 


of our Lord Jeſus. 
Thirdly, as to the Virtue of Abſtinence, ye 
may gather moſt powerful Examples both from 


Feſus himſelf, Gluttony is a Vice againſt which 
we muſt ſtruggle during our whole Life. Thi 
we are taught by the holy Fathers who, by 
a long tence, were true Judges of its dan. 
gerous and repeated Aſſaults. And this mor 
eſpecially St. Bernard, who in many Place 
tells us, how much we ought to ſhun that 
Vice, and to nouriſh the _— ſo far only a 
is neceſſary for its Support. For whatever we 
allow it more than this (by feeding our Luft, 
and exceeding our preſent Neceflities) we expoſe 
ourſelves to the Danger of Death both of Soul 
and Body ; being ſo often overcome, that, like 
irrational and ſenſeleſs Brutes, we prefer the &. 
tisfaction of our greedy Appetites to the Pre- 
ſervation of Health, by taking ſuch Meats and 
Drinks, in ſo great an Exceſs, as we know can · 
not but occafion many Diſorders within us: ſo 
that not only the Body remains indiſpoſed to 
ſerve God, but alſo, the Soul is therewith ſo 
much defiled that we cannot recur to God with 
that Purity and Cleanneſs of Heart as is be- 
coming us. 25 

Seeing then, that the Vice of Gluttony is « 


demn'd by the Fathers, we muſt endeavour to 
ſhun it in all we can, and obtain the Virtue of 
Abſtinence, which we may learn from the Ex: 


ample 
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ample of our bleſſed Lord, of his Diſciples, 
and other Saints, who have taught us to ſub- 
due our Fleſh, and keep it in Subjection by 
temperate Food, and ſuch a Degree of Abſti- 
nence as may be guided by the Virtue of Diſ- 
cretion, which as St. Bernard faith is not a 
Virtue itſelf, but alſo the Director of all other 
or Virtues, inaſmuch as where this is wanting, 
pies that which may ſeem to be Virtue is only Vice. 
This And St. Gregory faith : That Diſcretion is the 
b Mother and Preſerver of all other Virtues. 
Which Diſcretion, in relation to Abſtinence, 
and the Nounſhing of our Bodies, conſiſts in 
laces dis (as St. Auguſtin teacheth in his Book of 
chu Confeſſions) that a Man ought to uſe the fame 
Moderation in eating and drinking for the Nou- 
nſhment of his Body, as he would uſe in taking 
Lat. Nef a Medicine for the Cure of an Infirmity. 
bor as in taking Phyſick - ſhould _ ſuch a 
Portion or ity as is ſufficient for heah 
our Sores, —— our Deceaſe, 0 e, 
wiſe as Hunger and Thirſt became the Infirmi- 
tes of Mankind by the Tranſgreſſion of Adam, 
Meat and Drink, which are Medicines appoint- 
d for the curing of theſe Infirmities, ought to 


ky” e taken only in ſuch a Proportion as is condu- 
(od ol e to that End. 
th of. Thus much may ſuffice of the Virtue of Ab- 


limence, and the Vice contrary to it which is 
luttony, which I have here taken Occaſion to 
eat of, from the Hunger our Lord Jeſus and 
us Diſciples ſuſtain'd, and the Poorneſs of their 
{Wall 1 _ for our Example, both 
ere and in the Deſert began vigorouſly to © 

ole, and fight againſt the Sin of Gluttony. 25 
CHAN 


not yet come in which he had choſen to die. 
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CHAP. XXXII. 


| Hr the Jews, having driven our Lori 


Jeſus out of the City to the Top of a flee 
Mountain, endeavour d to throw him down 
from thence: 


t 

HEN our Lord Jeſus was again re- if y 

turn'd to the City of Nazareth the W in 

Jets defir'd to fee him work ſome Miracles, W ; 
but our Lord ſhewing them by many _—_ D 
how unworthy they were of ſuch Si thi 
vehemently enraged againſt him, t they drove WW :nc 
him out of the City, and our moſt humble W $1 
Lord cloſely purſued, meekly fled before them. Wc 
Their Fury was ſo much encreas'd and kindled I Per 
him that they drove him to the Topof: Wihe 

high Mountain that they might thence have a 
Opportunity of throwing him down headlong, 
Our Lord Jeſus however, by the Power of hs 
ſacred Divinity, paſs'd through the Midft of 
them, and went his Way; for the Time was 


Contemplate him here, devout Reader, flyingWeonſ 
from his Enemies, and hiding himſelf under {ut 
Rock to ſave himſelf from their Fury, compal- 
ſionate him in his Sufferings, and endeavour tt 
follow his Steps, in the Practice of Humilit 


and Patience. 


Lr 
rom 
ther 
doſe t 
f the 
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CHAP. XXXIIII. 
Of the Man that had a wither d Hand, and 
was cur'd by our Lord Jeſus. 


S our Lord Feſus was teaching in the Sy- 
A nagogue on one of the Sabbath-Days, 
there was a certain Man whoſe Right-hand was 
re- ¶ wither'd, whom our bleſſed Lord made to ſtand 
the MW in the Midſt of the Doctors, and ſaid to them, 
les, s it lawful or not to do good on the Sabbath- 
ons WI Day? But they made him no Anſwer. He faid 
ing Wl therefore to the Man: Stretch forth thy Hand, 
ove and it was immediately reſtored. Our divine 
able Saviour was oftentimes pleaſed to work Mira- 
em. ces on the Sabbath-Days to confound the 
dled WM Perfidiouſneſs of the Fews, who interpreted 
of x Withe Law according to the Fleſh, which he 
would have to be obſerv'd according to the Spirit. 
The Law did notforbid the Performance of good 
Works, and Acts of Charity were not forbid by 

the Law to be done, on the Sabbath - Day, but 
he committing of Sins, and ſervile Works. 
hey however were greatly ſcandalized, and 
onſpired againſt him, and ſaid: This Man is 


der Mot of who keeps not the Sabbath. Our 
pa. Lord Jeſus, notwithſtanding, did not defiſt 


om working Miracles on the Sabbath, but 
lütther wrought them more frequently, on pur- 
joſe to undeceive them, and to convince them 
f their Error. Confider him then, pious Chriſ- 
lan, in the Exerciſe of the before-mention'd 
aritable and good Actions, and: according to 

Example never omit = doing any — 
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Work on Account of others being unjuſtly 
ſcandalized. For the Fear of ſuch Scandal 
ought never to make us deſiſt from thoſe 
Works which are neceſſary for the Salvation 
of a Soul, or are Helps to its ſpiritual Ad- 
vancement in Perfection. Though tis true, 
that ſometimes to avoid the Scandal of our 
Neighbour, according to the Preſcription of 
perfect Charity, we ſhould abſtain from ſome 
temporal Satisfaction of the Body rather than 
offend him, Wherefore the Apoſtle, to the 
Romans, ſays: I is good not to eat Fleſh, and 
not to drink Wine, nor that wherein thy. Bro 
ther is offended, or ſcandakized, or weakened, 
Rom, xiv. 


CHAP. XXXIV. 


Of the Multiplication of the Loaves, and 
how our. Lord Jeſus provides for thoſe who 
. Truly love him, 


"DP HE Holy Scripture tells us, that at two wp” 
different Times our Lord Feſus „ | 
the Miracle of the Multiplication of a tev 
Loaves, with which he not only fed, but fully 
fatisfy'd many, Thouſands of People. Do you 
however, Chriſtian Reader, reduce them both 
to one Meditation: And attentively conſider anot 
the Words and Actions of Cbriſt our Saviour 
as they are related in the haly Goſpel. I vat 
Gonipaſſion (faith he) en this Multitude, becau/* 
* 


JESUS CHREST. 

now three Days they have continued with me, 
Neither have they what to eat, and if I diſmiſs 
them faſting to their- Home, they will faint in the 
May: For ſome of them agmeé afar off. Mark vii. 
After which he multiphed the Loaves, and 
- WH they all eat and were ſatisfied. If we duly con- 


that he wrought, we ſhall find (for our ſpiri- 
tual Inſtruction) many good Motives to 8 
and praiſe his — Name: And more eſpe- 
cally for that our Lord Jeſus here ſhew'd him- 
ſelf to be moſt ſingularly good and merciful, 
moſt kind and courtious, moſt diſcreet and 
crcumſpect. 
And Firſt, That he was moſt merciful ap- 
pars in the Words he ſpoke, ſaying : I have 
2 Compaſſion on the Multitude, Whereby it is 
plan, that it was his pure Mercy alone that 
moved him to feed and ſatisfy them in their 
geat Hunger and Neceſſity; for as the royal 
Prophet witnefſeth : All the Earth is full of bis 
Mercy. Pſal. xxx. 
Secondly, He plamly ſhew'd his wonderful 
kindneſs and Courteſy in the Words which im- 
ediately follow : For lo (faith he) now theſ? 
ree Days they have continued with me, and have 
t two bing to cat. Holding himſelf, as it were, 
ught Wiliged- to them for remaining with him thoſe 
e ee Days, when indeed, on the contrary 
t fully Nas for their own Good and Advantage, and 
o out for his, fave only that out of his endleſs 
 bothounty his Deſire was, as he himſelf affirms 
onſider i another Place; to dwell with the Sons of 
ayioul En,” and be converſant with them for their 
I bavWbration : For they that follow him by a good 
becauſe; and are defirous to hearken to his Doc- 
nou — gp M 2 : trine, 


_ 


ſider theſe Words, . with the Miracle 
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trine, and keep his Commandments, he moſt 
ſingularly loves and never withdraws his 
bountiful Hand from them, but ever ſuccours 
and relieves them in their Neceſſities. 
' Thirdly, Our bleſſed Lord ſhew'd his great 
Diſcretion and Circumſpection, for ſeeing that 
many of the People were come to him from 
diſtant Parts, and conſidering their Neceflities, 
and that it was dangerous to diſmiſs them again 
faſting, he ſaid : If I diſmiſs them faſting to their 
Home they will faint in the Way : Conſider hoy 
full of Sweetneſs and heavenly , Comfort were 
theſe Words. The ſame daily happens to us, 
For we have not of ourſelves, wherewith to ſuſ- 
tain either Body or Soul, unleſs he pleaſe to 
give it us, and we ſhould faint in our Way, 
ſhould he leave us to ourſelves, for without hin 
we cannot attain to any ſpiritual Bleſſing, ſo 
that we have no Reaſon to glory in 2 
when we experience any 2 in our ſpir- 
tual Exerciſes : Since it is not our own but al 
comes from him. And therefore, if we duly 
reflect, we ſhall find that the true Servants & 
God, the more perfect they were in a holy Lit 
the nearer to God, and the more excellently rc 
in the Gifts of his divine Grace ; ſo much the 
more humble were they in their own Eyes, 2. 
tributing nothing to themſelves but Miſery, 
Wretchedneſs, and Sin. For the nearer an) 
one approaches to God, the more he is illums 
nated: And therefore more. plainly diſcover 
the great Goodneſs and Mercy of God, fo thit 
Pride and Vain-glory, which proceed from Ig 
norance and ſpiritual Blindneſs, can have 1 
Place or Refidence in their Soul : For he al 
have no Reaſon to be proud who truly kno 


| 5 oa 
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God, and thoroughly examines into his own 
State, But to return: *Tis certain, that we 
come from afar off, when we come to God, 
this I ſpeak in Regard to myſelf, and to ſuch as 
are like to me, who have gone ſo far aſtray from 
God by the Sins we have committed. Wherefore | 
n y be truly ſaid 
to come a long Way. But after that Chrif had 
in W ſpoke the abovementioned Words he thence 
on ' Behold him then now, pious Reader, how 
ere he takes the Loaves in his Hands, and, having 
us. given Thanks to God, gives them to his 
ſul. MW Diſciples to ſet before the Multitude, and multi- 
e plied them in ſuch a Manner in their Hands 
ay, WM that every one eat as much as they cared for, 
hin J { as to be fully ſatisfied, and there ſtill re- 
„o main'd many Baskets full of Scraps. Con- 
ve WW fider likewiſe how he looks on them while they 
ſpin. at, and is pleaſed in beholding the Satisfac- 
tl fon they receive from this Reflection. And 
au they at the ſame time, admiring the Wonder. 
ts of MW fulneſs of this Miracle, fed both their Mind = 
L, Body, rendering Praiſe and Lon at Fr 
7 rc their Benefactor, and with Joy to 
\ the ech other the wonderful Works o his Mer- 
s, 1. y. Whether the bleſſed Virgin was preſent 
liſery — or — the holy Scripture makes no men- 
— ou however, Reader, me- 
lum — is Subject in the Manner as your 
3 Devotion ſhall din you, and God ball flat 
to inſpire you, | - 


e A” 
MM 4 . 
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CH AP. Xxxv. 


Of our Lord's BE when they wo 
have ' made him {ths And again 
worldly Honours in general. | 


YA7 HEN our Lord had fed the Multi- 
tude, as we have ſeen in the preceeding 
Chapter, they ſought to make him King. For 
they confider'd. that he was capable of ſupply- 
ing their Wants, and therefore they wiſely con- 
cluded that they could not be in Want of any 
thing under ſuch a King. But our Lord Feſus, 
knowing their Deſign, fled from them to the 
Mountains unperceptibly to them, ſo that they 
could not find him. 'Chri/t then would not ac- 
cept temporal Honors. And obſerve how 
truly and unfeignedly he lahours to ſhun them: 
He ſends his Difciples by Sea, and goes him- 
perſiſt m purſuing him, as they would probably 
TY by following his Diſciples, they might 
ſcarch for him in vain among them. The Diſ- 
ciples indeed would not have left our Lord, but 
that he compell'd them ſo to do. It was un- 
daubtedly 2 pious Diſpoſition. in them, to de- 
fire, to. remain with (riß, but more - pious 
ct to leaye him for a time out of Obedience to 
is Will. Obſerve then, and meditate with 
what inward Regret they depart from hin), 
and not till he urges them to it, by fignify- 
ing it to he his diving Pleaſure ; after which 
they comply, and to Thew their Hunulit ; 
| f and 


JESUS CHRIST. | 
and entire Submiſſion to his Commands, go on 
Board the Veſſel without him, however perilous 
and grievous it be to them. Thus does Chriſt 
act daily wich us in a ſpiritual Manner, by our 
own good Will we would never have Chriſt ab- 
ſent from us, but his Pleaſure is otherwiſe ; he 
comes into our Souls, and is abſent, at times, 
when and as he pleaſes, but ever for our Good. 
Hear therefore what St. Bernard ſays upon this 
Subject. After the divine Spouſe has been long 
ſought for with continued Vigils and Prayers, 
and copious Floods of Tears, when he ſeems to 
be within Reach of his purſuing Spouſe, he again 
eſcapes 3 and again coming up to his weeping 
Purſuer ſuffers himſelf to be taken, but not. re- 
tain'd, flying as it were from her Arms in the 
very Minute when ſhe embraces him; yet if the 
faithful Soul devoutly perfiſts in her Purſuit of 
him with Prayers and Tears, he will again, at 
length; return to her, and not diſappoint ber of 
the Wiſh of ber Lips. Pfal. xx, But again will 
he diſappear,' and remain unſeen, till again he 
be ſought after with the whole Affection. Thus 
while the Soul is confin'd to this mortal Body, 
it has frequently the Joy of its Spouſe's Pre- 
ſence ; but that Joy is not compleat, fince, tho? 
his Viſitations rejoice her frequently, the fre- 
quent Viciſſitudes of Abſence gives her equal Pain. 
And this the Beloved muſt endure, tl havin 
thrown off her co Burden' ſhe ſhall be 
able to fly, rais'd on the Pinions of her Wiſhes, 
waſted over the Plains of 1 lation, and 
npidly following her heavenlySpou 5 whitherſo- 
ever he goes. Neither ſhall every Soul attain 
to this, but ſuch only as by extraordinary 
Devotion, vehement Deſire, and tender Aﬀec- 
R 4 tion 
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tion proves herſelf a true Spouſe of Chris, an 
worthy, that, taking upon him the Form of a a 
Spouſe, he ſhould viſit her in the nuptial Orna · 
ments of his. Grace, And elſewhere the ſame 
Saint ſays, Perhaps he therefore withdrew him- 
ſelf, that he might be recall'd the more earneſt- 
ly, and the more ardently retain'd. For thus 
he once feign'd to be going farther, not that 
he intended ſo to do ſo —_ as to be invited 
to ſtay, with that tender Sol licitation, Stay with 
us, for it is growing late in the Evening. 
LT xxiv. And immediately he adds, This 
ous Feint, or rather ſalutary Diſpen 
8 GE Providence, which the — 
Word corporally expreſs'd to the Body, the 
Spirit Kg in a ſpecial Manner peculiar 
to itſelf, makes uſe of, to exerciſe a truly de- 
vout Soul. Paſling by, he means. to be 1 2 
oing away, he is willing to be recall'd 
is a Diſpenſation of his 28 
his Return is ever the Purpoſe of his Will, and 
both are the Effects of infinite Wiſdom, the 
t Ends of which he alone can fathom. 
2 ſhews that the Soul is frequently 
exerciſed with theſe Viciſſitudes of the Abſence 
and Preſence of the Divine Word, and he 
himſelf ſpoke as much: 7 go and I return to you. 
John xiv. and likewiſe, A little while and you 
Hall not ſee me, and again a little while, an 
you ſhall ſee me. Ibid. xvi. Oh the little while 
w_ little while! Oh the ſhort. Space, and 
1 long Duration, beloved Lord! Do 
it a little while, when we are not to 
Fe you? With humbleſt Submiſſion to your 
facred Words, oh Lord, tis a long, a tedioully 


long, wot ey Agee e en, of you by 


— 0 
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for an Inſtant. Yet both are true in different 
Senſes, An Age of your Abſence is but a 


but if compared to our Wiſhes, every Moment 


ſaying, If be 3 ep et 

2 — not tarry. ab 

How will he not tarry, if he ſhould 
his Coming will 


5. 


8 


8 


To 
7 


on by Affection, Ang Niete its 8 
Eyes to dazzling Majeſty, opens to 
= fixes 1ts Ho — and in that 
confidently 8. e intrepid at length 
by Hope ſhe boldly recalls the Divine Word, 
and confidently invites the Object of her De” 
light, calling him, with uſual Liberty, not her 
Lord but her beloved Spouſe, Return, my Be. 
loved, return. Cantic. i. And in another Place, 
God never ceaſes (ſays the ſame Saint) to exer- 
ãſe with ſuch Viciflitudes thoſe who lead a ſpi- 
ritual Life, or rather thoſe whom he intends to 
lift to Spirituality, viſiting them betimes, and 
miy proving them, Thus far St. Ber- 
nar 

You have ſeen then, gentle Reader, how 
our Lord Jeſus alternately viſits the Soul, and 
departs from it in à ſpiritual Senſe, and how 


1 
5 


he muſt earneſtly and fervently 
Glick ks his Return, 'yet patiently bear his Ab- 
ſence, after the Example of the Diſciples, who 


liouſlyYout of Obedience to him enter the Veſſel 


oy bu acai tes... 
N ' 


little while, if our Merit only be conſidered ;. 
is a tedious Age, This the Propher hi hints at, 


by 


: 
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that threaten them, with Hopes of his Suceour 
to deliver them. But now let us return to our 
ir 

When the Diſciples had put off to Sea, he 
went alone up to the Mountains, and thus 
eſcaped the Hands of them who ſought after 
him. You ſee with what Care and Study our 
Lord fled from the Honour of a worldly 
Crown; And what did he this for, but to ſet 
an Example for you to follow? His Flight 
then was not ſo much for his on ſake as for 
ours. For he well knew what Raſhneſs the 
Ambition of worldly Honours muſt hurry us 
into. For ſuch Honours are the greateſt Snare, 
I know, that can be laid to entangle us, and 
the ſtrongeſt Battery that can he planted for the 


Sabverſion' of our Souls, whether it conſiſts in the 


Precedency of Power, Ecclefiaftic or Secular, of 
Authority or Learning. For it is almoſt impoſ- 
ſible for Men to delight in Honours, without 
ſtanding; in imminent Danger, and tottering as 
it were on the Brink *of 1 ſteep Precipice; nay, 
rather. ſhould I ſay, without being already 'rol- 
ling down it; and that for many Reaſons. 
Firſt, Becauſe the Mind that is once delighted 
with Honours is wholly engroſſed by them, 
and thinks on nothing but conſerving and im- 
proving them ; and St. Gregory, in his 3oth 
Homily, obſerves, that every one is ſo much 
the more alienated from the Love of the Su- 
«© preme Bieng as he is delighted with inferior 
Objects.“ Seconaly, Becauſe he is quite taken 
up with -procuting a Multitude of Friends, Ac- 
quaintances, and Correſpondents, ' by whoſe 
Meaus and Aſſiſtance he may add to his Ho- 
nours, and conſequently muſt comply 9 . 
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Things incompatible with Conſcience and God's 
Pleaſure, out of mere Complaiſance to them 
from whoſe Familiarity he expects ſuch Advan- 
tages. Thirdly, He envies thoſe who are 
poſſeſſed of the Honours he covets, and gene- 
rally detracts from their Merit, and thus falls 
into Enyy and Scandal. Fourthly, He thinks 
himſelf, and would have others eſteem him wor- 
thy Honours, and thus becomes vain and ar- 
rogant. ' When, according to the Apoſtle, He, 
who' thinks bimſelf ſomething, when be is really 
nothing; - deceives himſelf. Gal. vi. And there- 
fore Chriſt ſays, When you have done all Things 
well, ſay, we are uſeleſs Servants, Luke xvi. 
But when does an ambitious. Man fay this ? 
Fiftbly, He walks not according to the Spirit, 
but according to the Fleſh, and has not his Heart 
riſed and united to Heaven, but leaves it looſe 
and diſſipated with Variety of earthly Objects. 
Sixtbly and laſtly, When once a Man ſuffers 
in himſelf. a Reliſn of Ambition for Honours, 
| he is ſo allured by them as never to be ſatiated, 
ol. ud daily hankering after new ones, the more 
„ns. he obtains, the more he covets to obtain: Be- 
tel auſe he vainly conceits himſelf to be more than 
em, oſdinarily honourable, and worthy in the Efteem 
N of others as well as his own. Thus does he de- 
liver himſelf up a Prey to Ambition, the worſt 
of Vices, the Mother of many. But to 
convince. you of the Malice of this Vice, let St. 
Bernard ſpeak for me. df e. 3 

Ambition, ſays he, is a ſubtle Evil, a ſecret 
Poiſon; a hidden Peſtilence, the Author of all 
_ the Mother of all Hyprocriſy, the Mon- 


 ' > 
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Parent of Rancour, the Moth of all 
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Hardener of Hearts, creating Diſeaſes from thei: 
Cures, engendering Sickneſs from Medicines; 
and deſtroying all, whom it baſely fupplants, 
the latent Enemy undermines a City to involve 
its Inhabitants in the Ruins of it. And what 
nouriſhes this dangerous Vermin but the Diflipa. 
tion of the Mind and the Oblivion of Trath ; 
as what diſcovers this lurking Traitor, and un, 
kennels this Worker of Darkneſs but the Light 
of Truth? Such is that Truth which fays, 
What does it avail a Man, if he gain the whil: 
World, and loſe bis own Soul ? Mat. xvi. And 
again, The Powerful ſhall ſuffer Torments power- 
fully, Wild. vi. It is this fame” Truth that 

ives a Man to reflect, how trivial is the Com- 
Dee in Ambition, how grievous the Judgment 
attending it, how brief is its Enjoyment, and how 
obſcure its End. And therefore the third Temp- 
tation, which Satan tried our Lord with, was Am- 
bition, when he proffer'd him all the Kingdoms 
of the World, to fall down and adore him. 
You ſee then that Ambition is the Worſhip of 
the Devil, for which he promiſes his Adorers in 
Recompence, to lead them to worldly Honour 
and — 4 In another Place the Saint ſay, 
We are indeed of rifing, and covet to be 
exalted. For we are by Nature noble Creatures, 
and of a certain Greatneſs of Soul, and there- 
fore it is natural in us to wiſh to be elevated. 
Yet Woe to us if we follow him, who ſays, 
will fit on the Mount of the Teſtament, in the Skiri: 
of the North, Iſaiah xiv. Oh Wretch! in the 


Skirts of the North] That is too frigid a Mount 
however thou may ſt covet Power and Eminence 
we will not follow thee thither. Let how man) 
to this very Day follow thy foul and fatal Step 


nay 


th 
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ray, how few eſcape _ enſlaved by the Luft 
of Power! Oh unhappy Creatures, whom do you 
thus follow, who is your Guide? Is not this 
the Mount to which the Angel aſcended, and 
fell a Devil? Are you not aware that after his 
Fall, tortured with Envy, and wickedly anxi- 
ous to ſupplant Mankind, he ſhew'd them a 
like Eminence, telling them, Du ſhall be like 
Gods, knowing Good and Evil, Gen. wi. And 4 
little after the Saint adds, Such the Power of 
Ambition, to deprive an Angel of angelic Feh- 
city. So the Ambition of Knowledge ſtrip'd 
Man of the Glory of Immortality. Let a Man 
try to aſcend the Steep of Power, how many 
Opponents, think you, he will meet with, 
how many Repulſes, and how difficult a Road 
will he find ? And ſuppoſe he ſhould attain the 
Summit of his Wiſhes, what has he wiſhed ? 
The Powerful ſhall be powerfully tormented, Wild. 
vi. ſo that it is needleſs to enter into a Detail of 
the preſent Sollicitudes and Anxieties which 
Power produces. One. is ambitious of bloating 
Knowledge, what Labour muſt he not go thro', 
what Anxiety of Spirit, and ſtill ſhall hear, % 
thou burſt thyſelf, thou ſhalt not overtake it. 
His Eyes ſhall be bathed in Bitterneſs as often 
as he ſees one whom he thinks himſelf inferior 
to, or fancies that others do. What if he 
ſwells himſelf with Conceit ? I will deſtroy, ſays 
the Lord, the Wiſdom of the Wiſe, and reprove 
the Prudence of the Prudent, 1 Cor. i. But to 
lay no more, You have ſeen, I fancy, how 
much the of Ambition, and Thirſt of 
Knowledge, and Power is to be ſhunn'd, by 
ſuch as are any ways terrified at the Fall of one 
Angel, and the Ruin of Man. Mountains of 


Gelbae, | 
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Gelboe neither- Snom nor Rain ſhall fall upon you, 
Yet what ſhall we do; it behoves us to aſcend, 
we are born, and imbibed with a Defire of Ele- 
vation, who then ſhall teach us a falutary Af. 
cent? Who but he who tells us, that he who ig 
deſcended, he likewiſe is aſcended ? It is to 
him we are to apply to learn the right Aſcent, 
that we may not follow the Footſteps of that 
evil Guide, or rather Seducer. For ſeeing that 
no one aſcended, He the Moſt High deſcended, 
and by his Deſcent ſecured to us an eaſy and 
ſafe Aſcent. He deſcended from the Mount 
of Power, in ſuffering himſelf to be encircled 
with the Infirmities of the Fleſh ; he deſcended 
from the Mount of Science, in the Simplicity of 
his Preaching, to ſave all ſuch as ſhould fincerely 
believe. In reality, what can ſeem more weak 
than the little tender Body and Limbs of an 
Infant ? What more void of Science than a 
Child ? Who lefs powerful than one whoſe 
Limbs are naiPd to a Tree, and whoſe very 
Bones are enumerated ? And who would be 
thought leſs wiſe than one who ſhould volun- 
tarily part with his Life, and make Satisfaction 
for Damages he had not done? Thus you ſee 
how much He who deſcended leflen'd and 
lower'd himfelf- beneath worldly Power and 
Wiſdom. Nor could he aſcend higher than he 
did in Charity and Goodneſs. But where is 
the Wonder that Chriſt ſhould climb by de- 
ſcending, when we have ſeen Men and Angels 
precipitate by attempting to nſe: The ſame Saint 
ſays elſewhere, Oh perverſe Ambition of the 
Sons of Adam! Though it be a laborious Taſk 
to aſcend and an eaſy Matter to deſcend, they 
climb with Levity and deſcend with Difficulty, 
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prone to Honours and even to Eccleſiaſtical 
Dignities, a too formidable is + for the very 
Strength of an Angel: But low thee, Je. 
ſus, no one is ready : And few can be dragg'd, 
much leſs led after your Precepts. Thus far 
St. Bernard. From what has been faid you 
may gather, gentle Reader, how much it be- 
hoves you to fly worldly and falſe Honour, and 
how certain it is that true Honour is to be at- 
tain'd only by Humility. 

But what if ſome ſhould flatter their Love 
and Ambition for Learning and Honours with 
the ſpecious but vain - Pretext, of rendering 
themſelves more ſerviceable to their Neighbours 
n the Affairs of their Salyation? Will not St. 
Bernard anſwer them: Oh! that they, who 
have thus ambitiouſly ſeized thoſe Honours, 
would but uſe them with a Fidelity equal to 
the Confidence with which they thruſt; them- 
ſelves into them? But I wiſh it does not prove 
mpracticable to gather the ſweet Fruits of Cha- 
nty. from the bitter Plant of Ambition. Now 
to have that thorough Contempt for Honours 
which they really deſerve, requires a more than 
ordinary Share of the ſublimeſt Virtue. For as 
it, Jobn Chry/eſtom obſerves, to be in the Midſt 
of Honours, and make a right Uſe of them, is 
ike a Man's converſing with a very beautiful 
young Creature, and making a Law to himſelf 
never to caſt a loaſe- Look an bone. A Man 
therefore undoubtedly. ſtands in need of the 
greateſt Fortitude of Mid, to make a proper and 
one but a proper Uſe of the Power and Ho- 
nours conferr'd * him. 5 70 
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How our Lord pray d in the Mount, and 
 . deſcending walked on the Waters : With 
ſome Reflections on Prayer. 


FTER the Diſciples had gone on Board 
| and ſet Sail, our Lord went up a high 
Mountain, and remain'd there till the thud 
Watch of the Night, in fervent Prayer to his 
eternal Father. Whence you ſee that our Lord 

uently ſpent his Time in Prayer, and often 
— or bel Part of the Night. Behold 
him then in this devout Exerciſe, how he hum- 
bles himſelf before his divine Father, and like 1 
good Shepherd ſollicites for us his Flock, and 
this in a State of Mortification, of Watching, 
and Retirement. And why chiefly does he do 
this, but to ſet us the Example of Prayer, as he 
elſewhere recommended it to his Diſciples both 
by Word and Example. 1 Jabn ü. He told 
them, it is neceſſary to pray and never ceaſe, pro- 
poſing to them the Examples of the Judge and 
the Widow, as related, Luke xvii. to exhort 
them to Confidence in praying, and to Perſeve- 
rance in importuning: To which he added ano- 
ther Example of the Friend who lent the 


Loaves to his Friend merely to avoid being any IM... 
longer ſollicited. And all this was purpoſely 
meant to inculcate to us the Virtue of Prayer. 
And indeed it is a Virtue of the greateſt Efhcacy 
towards obtaining all that is uſeful, and re- piv 


Woulſ** 


moving all that is hurtful to us, 
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Would you obtain Patience to bear up againſt The mani- 


4 . ing. fold Fruits 
Adverſities * Be aſſiduous in praying 3 of Proer. 


rou obtain Strength to overcome Tria 

Temptations? Be afliduous in praying. Would 
nu root out of your Heart all worldly Aﬀec- 
ith ons? Be aſſiduous in praying. Would you 
become acquainted with, in order to avoid, the 
fubtle Deceits of Satan; would you chearfully 
perſiſt in the Service of God, and tread 


ard Ie Paths of Mortification and Affliction 
gh r his Sake; would you renounce all carnal 
* Deſires, and wholly betake yourſelf to a ſpiri- 
I ml Life? Be aſſiduous in praying. If you 
feen in to deſtroy evil Thoughts; be a Man of 


Prager, If you are defirous to enrich your 


ith virtuous, fervent, and pious Defires , be 
Man of Prayer. If you are willing to corro- 
erate your good Purpoſes with manly Reſolu- 


ng on and de, Outta ; be a Man of 
; k ayer. In a Word, whether you mean to ex- 
boch pate Vice from, or implant Virtue in your 


eaſt, make Prayer your conſtant Application. 


toll fe it is by Prayer, you receive the Unction of 

b HolyGhoſt, who inſtructs the Mind in all 

. ings. Prayer lifts a Man to Contemplation, 
4 | 


brings the Soul to the Embraces of her 
avenly Spouſe. Such are the Power and Ef- 
acy of Prayer. In Confirmation of all this, 
thout recurring to any of the numerous Teſti- 
lonies in Holy Writ, it is ſufficient to recolle& 
e many ignorant and illiterate: Perſon, who by 
nyer have obtain'd, and ftill daily obtain 
le Fruits. Wherefore it highly concerns all, 
pive themſelves up to the Exerciſe of Prayer, 
rould they mean to be Chriſtians ; but this is more 
| | N eſpecially 


lind with holy Reflexions, and your Heart 


193 


194 


The LIFE of 


eſpecially incumbent on Perſons in a religious 
State, who are ſuppoſed to be more at Leiſure 
To this, gentle Reader, I very much exhor 
you; make it the principal Buſineſs of Life 
after the neceſſary Occupations of your Stat 
are comply'd with, to attend to Prayer. Lt 
Prayer be your Delight; and take Pleaſure n 
nothing ſo much as in converfing with God, 
which 1s done by Prayer. But that you may 
have the Advice of a more able Counſellor th: 
I am, to determine you, hear what St. Bernarl 
ſays to the Purpoſe. They, ſays he, who 


make Prayer their frequent Study, are ſenfb, 


of what I ſay. Oftentimes, we approach the 


holy Altar with coldneſs of Devotion, and kne: 


down to Prayer with a Frowardneſs of Heart 


but perſiſting in it, ſuddenly we feel ourſclvag 


repleniſh'd with Grace, the Breaſt is nouriſh! 
with the heavenly Aliment, and the whole In 
terior widens to the Inundation of Piety. Ani 
again in another Place he ſays, As often as I tall 
of Prayer methinks ſomething inwardly fa 
to me, whence is it that of all who perſiſt 
Prayer, there are ſo few who are ſenfible of th 
Fruits of Prayer? We ſeem to return fron 
Prayer juſt as we went to it, no one gives us at 
Anſwer, or makes us any Grant. But follo 
not your own Experience: Rather let Faith d 
re& you. For Faith is ever true, but Exper 
ence often otherwiſe. Now does not the Trut 
of Faith tell us by the Mouth of Cori 

Whatever ye ast praying, believe that ye ſhi 

receive, and it ſhall be done unto you. Mar. ii. L 
none of you then, Brethren, deſpiſe or tl 

lightly of his own Prayer, for he to whom 


pray, does not. Scarce has our Prager gar 1 
| | '. tte 


JESUS CHRIST. 

Utterance, when it is recorded by him, and one 
of the two we may infallibly depend on that he 
ather will grant what we aſk, or what is more 
uſeful. We ourſelves are ignorant what it moſt 
dehoves us to aſk ; but God compaſſionates our 
gnorance, and ſtill receives our Prayer fo as to 
rant us what is better for us inſtead of the uſe- 
ſs or pernicious Favours we ſollicite. So that 
aer is never barren, provided it be made 
rith the requifite Condition mention'd by the 
Palmiſt, that is with Delight in God. Delight in 
be Lord, and he will grant you the Petitions of 
* Heart, ſays David, Pſal. xxxvi. Thus 


ve, ſays he, that ſuch are call'1 the Petitions 
the Heart which Reaſon dictates as judicious 
es. Neither have you cauſe to complain, 
ut rather to return Thanks with Senti- 
ents of utmoſt Gratitude, ſince ſuch is the 
at Care he takes of you, that when you aſk 
hat is uſeleſs, or perhaps detrimental to you, 
grants you ſome Thing better in-the Stead 

it, Like a tender Parent wha gives a Child 
ad when he aſks it, but gives him not a 
ife for asking. You are to take Notice that 
e Petitions of your Heart are wholly con- 
n'd under theſe three Heads; nor can I ſee 
eit which a good Man can covet that is 
"Et included in them, namely the Goods in this 
ue which are thoſe of the Body and thoſe of 
e Soul, and are two of the three Heads, the 
Id is the Beatitude of Eternity. Wonder 
that I include the Goods of the Body among 

e Bleſſings which we are to ask of God, For 
poral Gifts are no leſs his than thoſe of the 
ut, and therefore are to be asd of . 

| N 2 ar 


it, Bernard, and à little lower be adds, Ob- 
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far as is neceſſary or conducive to the Spiritual ; 
for Example, we may, nay, ought to ask and 
hope for the neceſſary Support to enable us to 
ſerve God. But our greateſt Sollicitude, our 
moſt fervent and pious Importunity, ought to 
be for obtaining Virtue and the Grace of God 
for our Souls in this Life and Glory in the next, 
where both Body and Soul will be crown'd with 
compleat Felicity. And a little farther he ſay:: 
Let Prayer then for Temporals be confined to 
abſolute Neceſſaries: Let Prayer for the ſpir- 
tual Profit of the Soul be free. from all Impu- 
rity, and directed wholly to the divine Plez- 
ſure. But let Prayer for eternal Happineſs, 
with all due Regard to Humility be bold and 
daring, with Preſumption on God's Mercy alone. 
He that would pray apart, and with Fruit, fay 
the ſame Samt, muſt chuſe not only his Place but 
his Time. The Time of faſting is certainly th 
fitteſt, eſpecially when the Night huſhes Na 
ture in a — Se Silence, for then Prayet 
will be both purer and more free. Riſe, ac 
cordmg to the Prophet Jeremiah. Lam. ii. Riſe! 
the Night, in the Beginning of your Vig1ls, and ou 
out your Soul lite Water in the Preſence of Il 
Lord your God. How ſecurely does Pray: 
aſcend by Night, when no Witneſſes are by bu 


rr, ITT I 


of Heaven | How grateful and pleaſing doe 
modeſt Secrecy make it appear in the Eyes but 
the Almighty ? How ſerene and undiſturd 
does it reach his Ears, when removed fro 
Noiſe and Hurry ? And finally, How 
ſincere muſt it be when unſullied with world 
Sollicitudes, and untempted with public Af 
plauſe and Flattery ? It was for this Real 
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that the Spouſe in the Canticles retreated to 
the Privacy of her Bed-chamber, and to the 
Stillneſs of the Night, to ſeek her Spouſe the 
divine Word, that is, to pray. For in reality 
they are one and the ſame Thing. Since other- 
wiſe you cannot be properly ſaid to pray, if in 
your Prayers you ſeek aught beſide the divine 
Word, or on his Account, for he contains all 
WH you can ſeek. In him are the Remedies for all 
"Wl Diſcaſes, Supplies for all Neceſſities, Helps for 
ON en Defeats, and Variety of Perfections. In 
PW him, in ſhort, you may find whatever is neceſ- 
"Wl ary, fit, or uſeful. It is needleſs and uſeleſs 
| therefore to ask any Thing beſide the divine 
Word, who himſelf contains all Things. For 
even if we ſhould, when Neceſſity requires, 
rl of God any temporal Favours, provided 
ul we ask them as we ought for the Sake 
e bug of the divine Word, we cannot ſo much be 
Nu fad to ask the Temporals as the Word for 
"WY whoſe Sake we ask'd them. Thus far St. 
"Wl Bernard. 


9% Lon have heard then, gentle Reader, the 
| rob beautiful Words of St. Bernard, that ſublime 


n Contemplative, that refined Taſter of Prayer 
hs ſpiritual: Sweetneſs. Reflect then on what 
by bu he ſays, that you may be able to reliſh it. For 

1 to this End it is that I the more frequently and 
* Wl villingly interſperſe his Words, which are not 
only full of Spirit and penetrating to the Heart, 
but Eloquent and pathetically ing to the 
Service of God. | He was truly eloquent, full 
of Wiſdom, and eminent in Sanctity, endeavour 
therefore, I intreat you, to imitate him, put 
is wholeſome Counſels in practiſe, that my 

oi Sorts i quoting 
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quoting him may gain its Purpoſe. But let us 
return to our Lord Feſus, 

While our Lord then was praying on the 
Mount, the Diſciples at Sea were m great Af. 
fliction and Diſmay, the Wind being contrary 
to them, and the Veſſel harraſs'd with tempeſtu- 
ous Weather. Behold then and compaſſionate 
them amidſt this ſeyere Tribulation. They are 
attack'd by a Storm, in a dark Night, and 
without their Lord. A fevere Tribulation in- 


| 

{ 

{ 

deed. At the fourth Hour of the Night, our MW © 
I ord deſcended from the Mount, and walking WM : 
on the Waves, came up to them. Contemplate W / 
here our Lord, who fatigued with long Watch- Wl | 
ing, and prolix Praying deſcends barefooted t 
from this ſteep and perhaps craggy Mountain, Wl 4 
and walks upon the Waters as on dry R 
Thus the Creature knew and confeſs*d its Crea- ¶ te 
tor. When he drew near to the Ship. his Di- « 
ciples ſeeing him and thinking him a Shadow et I 
Spectre, ſcream'd out: But our gracious Lom * 
unwilling to terrify or afflict them any longer, in 
-Facified' them ſaying, I am here, be not afraid y 
Mat. xiv. Then Peter confident of the Lord's MI 11 
Power, began with his Leave to walk like wie At 
on the Waters; but deſponding, was about to fay 
fink, when our Lord ftretch'd forth his right] 14 
Hand, and rais'd him from ſinking. Th u 
Gloſs upon this Place tells us, that our Lord made wh 
him walk on the Waters, to give him a Proof aii Nn 
his divine Power; ſuffer'd him̃ to plunge in them, = 
to remind him of his Weakneſs and not proud d 
to preſume on an Equality with Ou der 
Lord afterwards enter d into the Veſſel, the — 


Storm ceas d, and Serenity enſued. The Di 
and 


fell 


ciples received him with Reverence, rejoiced, 


\ 


— 
* 


JESUS CHRIST. 
felt a mote refined Tranquility than before. 
Contemplate him and his Diſciples in every one 
of theſe Paſſages, which are rich in Matter of 
Devotion. You may likewiſe draw from them 
the moral Reflection that our Lord frequently 
does the ſame with us in a ſpiritual Senſe, ſuf- 
fering his Beloved to be inwardly or outwardly 
afflicted in this World, becauſe he ſcourges every 
Child «0hom he accepts, Heb. xii. For they, as 
the Apoſtle adds, who are out of Diſcipline, 
are not legitimate Children but Baſtards: Tt is 
neceſſary therefore for us to undergo Trials and 
Afflictions in this Life, from thence we gain 
Knowledge, acquire Virtues, and learn to keep 
them when acquir'd, and what is more, on them 
we build all our Hopes of future and eternal 
Rewards. - For which Reafon we ought not to 
repine and be impatient under them, but to love 
and like them. But beeauſe the Advantage of 
Tribulations is great, and yet unknown to many, 
ve therefore look upon them as difficult, nay 
inſupportable z therefoe, Gentle Reader, that 
you may be inſtructed to bear them as you ought, 
| will, according to my Cuſtom, bring you the 
Authority of St. Bernard: Tribulation is uſeful, 
lays he, it works a Trial, and leads to Glory. 
1 am with him, ſays the Lord, in Tribulation. Let 
us give Thanks then to the Father of Mercies, 
who is with us in Tribulations, and conſoles us 
in every Affliction. For, as I faid, Tribulation 
ga neceflary Good which is changed into Glory 
and terminates in Joy. A long, an ample, a 
plenary Joy, which no one ſhall ſnatch from us. 
Tribulation is neceſſary, and this Nexeſſi 
brings forth our Crown. Let us not deſpi 
this Seed, Brethren, tis a ſmallſ one indeed; but 
N 4 great 
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great in the Fruits it is big with. Grant it to 
be taſtleſs, grant it to be bitter, even grant it to 
be a Grain of Muſtard. Let us not look up- 
on the Outſide, but on what is contains. What 
you behold of it is temporal, the reſt you can- 
not ſee 1s eternal. 

And lower down be ſays: I am with him in 
Tribulation, ſays the Lord, and I ſhall require 
no other. Merit than Tribulation. How good 
then is it for us to adhere to God. I will do 
ſo then, and ever place all my Confidence in 
him, for that he ſays, I am with him in Tribu- 
lation, I will free bim and glorify him. Pal. xc. 
My Delight, ſays he, is to be with the Chil- 
dren of Men. He came- upon Earth to be 
with thoſe who are ſad at Heart, and to be 
with us in our Tribulations, - but there ſhall 
come a time when we ourſelves ſhall be lifted to 
meet Cbriſt in the Air, and thence to remain 
for ever with our divine Lord, provided we, 
in the mean time, endeayour to have him with 
us here. Oh Lord it is good for me to be 
troubled, ſo thou be but with me. Nay better 
is it infinitely than banqueting or triumphing 
without thee. The Furnace tries the Potter's 
Veſſels ; and Tribulation the Juſt, - What are 
we afraid of? Why do we deſpond? Where- 
fore do we fly the Furnace? Does the Fire 
rage? No Matter, the Lord is with us in Tn. 
r e If God is wich us, who __ 
againſt us; hat does it import who it is? 
PENN? hold, who ſhall make him quit his 
Hold? Laſtly, if he glorifies, Who has Power 
to humble? Let us not then, ſa;s the ſame St. 
1 Glory in Hope alone, but even i 
Tribulation. I will gladly Glory in my * 
| | 7 Neſs 
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neſs that the Strength of Chriſt may dwell within 
me, ſays St. Paul, 2 Cor. xii. Oh defirable 
Weakneſs which is rewarded with the Strength 
of Chriſt ! Ah who will give me not only to be 
weak, but even to faint, and be loſt to myſelf, ſo 
be but ſtrong in Force of the Lord of Forces. 
For Strength is perfected by Weakneſs, and 
Virtue gathers Force from Infirmity, as the 
ame Apoſtle ſays; and again, when I am 
weaken'd then I grow ſtrong. 
Reaſon, adds St. Bernard elſewhere, that the 
Spouſe in the Canticles calls her Beloved not a 
Bundle but a little Bundle, for that Love makes 
every Burden light, and every Grievance por- 
table, Well might ſhe call him little, for 2 
Little one was born to us : But more eſpecial 
for that the Sufferings of this World are not to 
be compared to the future Glory which will be re- 
veal'd in us, if we credit St. Paul, Rom. vil. 
For our preſent momentary light Tribulation, 
will on high work in us an eternal Weight of 
Glory beyond Meaſure, as the ſame Apoſtle ſays, 
2 Cor. ii. And that will one Day be a Heap 
of Glory to us, which is now but a little Bundle 
of Bitterneſs. And may it not truly be calPd 
2 little Bundle, ſince Chriſt himſelf tells us, that 
his Yoke is ſweet and his Burden light? Not 
that it is light in itſelf, for the Bitterneſs of 
Death is a ſevere and dreadful Trial, if it be 
conſider d only on its own. Account, yet Love 
makes it ſeem light and eaſy; The fame 
Sant elſewhere ſays, If we caſt an Eye over 
the whole Church, we may eafily obſerve, that 
the ſpiritual Members of it are much more com- 
bated than the Carnal are. This is the Craft 
tae 


It is for this 
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the moſt Perfect, according to the Words of 
the Prophet, his Food: is of the choſen Sort. 
Abac. ji. Nay *tis the Diſpenſation of divine 
Providence, that it ſhould be fo, not fuffering 
the Weak to be tried beyond their Strength, 
but drawing even Advantage from Tempta- 
tion, while the more. Perfect, but enereaſe the 
Number and Glory of their Triumphs over the 
Enemy in every freſh Trial they undergo. 
With much more Eagerneſs and Warmth the 
Ad verſary ſtruggles to defeat the Church's 
right Wing rather than her left, not labouring 
fo much to defeat the main Body of her 
Forces immediately, as indirectiy to weaken it 
by waſling the very Soul of it. Now (adds 
the Saint a-httle lower) there all our Reſiſtance 
W requir'd, where Neceſſity urges moſt, where 
the Weight of War hangs heavieſt, and where 
ihe Battie is the warmeſt, and the whole Com- 
bat moſt preſſing. Again he adds: This the 
great Grace of God to his Church, this his 
Mercy towards his Servants, this his Regard 
far his Elect, that covering her left Wing to 
ſpare and wink at it's Weakneſs, he heads and 
ſupports her Right: Hence the Prophet, in the 
Perſon. of the Church, ſays: I took care to have 
tbe Lord always befort me, for be is:at-my tight 
Hand that I may not be moved. Pfal. xv. And 
again, Oh good Jes Be thou always on my 
right, take held of my right Hand, for | 
know that no Adverſity can harm me, if no 
Iniquity ſways me. Let my left be harraſs d 
and. mutilated, let it be r 
aggravated with Inſults; I wilhingly ſacrifice it, 
fo I be under your Cuſtody and Protection, fo 
that you ſtand at my right Hand. And elſe- 
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where, It is one thing, ſays he; to be actuated 
by Virtue, another to be ruled by Wiſdom: 
ts one thing to be abſolute in Virtue, another 
to be delighted in Sweetneſs. For tho* Wit- 
dom be powerful, and Virtue ſweet, yet to give 
Words their true Meaning, Vigour belongs pro- 
mY to Virtue, and Serenity of Soul with a 
d of ſpiritual Sweetneſs, is the certain Mark 
of Wiſdom. And this I believe the Apoſtle 
meant, when, after many fine Counſels relating to 
Virtue, he adds, that Wiſdom conſiſts in Sweet- 
neſs in the Holy Spirit. To reſiſt then, to repel 
Force with Force, (which are Properties ſtrictly 
belonging to Virtue) are undoubtedly attended 
with real Honour, but that Honour is a very 
laborious One. For there is a wide Difference 
between the painful D-fence of their Honour, 
and quiet Poſſeſſion of it. In ſhort to be actua- 
ted by Virtue, and to be in full Enjoyment of 
Virtue are two Things. Whatever Virtue pro- 
duces, Wiſdom enjoys: And what Wiſdom 
diſpoſes and reſolves, Virtue moderates and 
in Practice. Write Wiſdom in Your Leikre, 
ſays the wiſe Man, Eccleſ. Xxxvin, The Lei- 
ſure then of Wiſdom is Buſineſs, and the more 
Wiſdom is at Leiſure the more active it is in it's 
proper Sphere. On the other ſide, Virtue 
ſhines the brighter for Exerciſe, and to be pro- 
perly active is the Proof of Virtue. So that if 
any one ſhould define Wiſdom to be the Love 
of Virtue, I cannot ſee, how he would be 
wrong. For where there is Love, Labour be- 
comes Sweetneſs. And therefore perhaps Wiſ⸗ 
dom (which in Latin is Sapientia) takes its 
Etymology from Sapor, Reliſh, as a Kind of 
Quality or Ingredient added to Virtue, which 
gives 
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gives a Reliſh to that which would other. 
wiſe be meerly taſteleſs and infipid. Nor ſhould 
I think it amiſs to define Wiſdom, the Reliſh 
of Good. It belongs then to Virtue (adds the 
Saint a little lower) to bear Troubles with For- 
titude, but to Wiſdom the rejoicing in Tribula- 
tions, To comfort your Heart, and ſuſtain the 
Lord, is the part of Virtue ; but to taſte and 
ſee that the Lord is ſweet, is that of Wiſdom. 
And that the Properties of both may the better 
appear from Nature itſelf, let it ſuffice to ob- 
ſerve that Modeſty of Mind is a certain Proof 
of Wiſdom, as Conſtancy is of Virtue, And 
right it is that Wiſdom ſhould follow Virtue, 
fince Virtue is a Kind of ſolid Foundation on 


. which Wiſdom raiſes the Superſtructure. Again 


in another Place he ſays, Happy the Man, who 
directs the Sufferings and Paſſions, with a View 
of Juſtice, ſo as to bear all he ſuffers for the 
Son of God, without Murmuration at Heart, 
but with Praiſe and Thankſgiving. He who 
carries himſelf thus, properly takes up his Bed 
and walks. Our Bed 1s our Body, in which be- 
fore we were languiſhing, ſubſervient to our un- 
ruly Defires and lawleſs Appetites. We then 
take up this Bed when we compel it- to obey 
the Spirit. The Spirit (ſays the ſame Saint) is 
truly manifold, which inſpires ſo many different 


Ways the Children of Men, in ſuch a Manner, 
that no one can abſcond or skreen himſelf 
from its Heat. Inſomuch that it is given 


them for their Uſe, for Miracles, for Salva- 
tion, for Help, for Comfort, and for Fervor 
in Devotion. For the Uſes of Life it is given 
to the Good and the Bad, and yields alike to the 
Worthy and the Unworthy abundans of Ad- 
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vantages, without any Limits prefix'd to it; 
* he would be highly ungrateful 
who ſhould deny or not acknowledge theſe Bene- 
fits of the Spirit. It is given for Miracles, 
in the many Signs, Prodigies and wondrous 
Virtues it operates by the Hands of ſome. 
It was the Spirit operated ſo many marvellous 
Works in Antiquity, and which confirms our 
Faith, in old Miracles, by the daily new Ones 
it manifeſts to us. But as the Gift of Miracles 
is not always uſeful to the Operator of them, 
therefore the Spirit is likewiſe given t Salva- 
tion, as when, with all our Heart, we turn to 
the Lord our God. It is given for Help, when 
in the Midſt of our Struggles with Trials of 
Trouble, it aſſiſts our Weakneſs. And when 
the Spirit gives Teſtimony to our Spirit that we 
are the Children of God, that Inſpiration is 
given us for our Comfort. Finally the Spirit is 
given for Fervour, when breathing ſtrongly in- 
to the Hearts of the Perfect, it kindles a power- 
ful Flame of divine Charity, by means of which, 
in the Hope of the Children of God, we glory 
in Tribulations, deem Scandal an Honour to us, 

joice in che Injuries done us, and are tranſport- 
with Pleaſure when loaded with Contempt. 
To all of us then the Spirit is given for Salva- 
tion, but not alike for Fervour. There are but 
Few repleniſh'd with this Spirit, but very Few, 
who covet and purſue it. We are content with 
our own Narrowneſs, and neither labour to 
breathe Liberty, nor even ſo much as aſpire to 
it. Thus far St. Bernard. 
You have ſeen then, gentle Reader, the 
y and beautiful. Reaſons which the Saint 
ves, to ſhew how neceflary Afflictions are for 
us. 
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us. Wonder not then that our Saviour ſhould 
ſuffer his Diſciples, whom he loved ſo tender- 
ly, to be be harraſs'd with Tempeſts, Tears, 
and Afflictions, ſince you ſee the great Uſeful- 
neſs of them. - We frequently read of their be- 
ing agitated with Storms and contrary Winds, 
but never read of their being once Shipwreckt. 
Which ought to ſerve you as a Leſſon, to 
ſtand Firm, Patient and Chearful amidſt the 
Contradictions and Trials you may meet with; 
and ſo to exerciſe yourſelf in the Practice of 
the Spirit, as, fill'd with it's Fervour, to covet 
Suffermgs for the Sake of our Lord Feſus 
Chrift, who choſe this Way for Himſelf and his 
Followers, and was the firft to tread it before 
us. 


r 
CHAP. XXXVII 


of the Woman of Chanaan, and how 
our Angel Guardians faithfully afjſt 


US, 

S our Lord Jeſus was going about exer- 
A ciſing the laborious Function of Preach- 
ing, and curing the Infirm, there came to him 
a Woman of Chanaan (that ig, of the Land of 
Chanaan, and of the Race of: the Gentiles) be- 
ſeeching him to heal her Daughter who was 
poſſeſsd with the Devil. For her Faith was 
ſo great that ſhe firmly believed, without Heſi- 
tation, that he could do it. And t h our 
Lord as yet made her no Anſwer, ſhe ſtill 

a per- 
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perſiſted, - and perſevered to cry out, and to 
beg of him to have Mercy on her: Inſomuch 
that his Diſciples alſo compaſſionating her Cries 
earneſtly intreated him on her Behalf. - And 
when our Lord at length made Anſwer : That 
it was not good to take the Bread of the Children, 
and to caſt it to the Dogs ;, ſhe, with profound 
Hnmility, replied : That the Dogs alſo eat of the 
Crums that fall from the Table of their Maſters. 
wherefore ſhe was thought worthy to be heard, 
and was granted what ſhe petition'd for. Conſider 
here our Lord Jeſus and his Diſciples, and 
have Recourſe to the general Heads of Medi- 
tation as I have before preſcribed to you. Re- 
flect however, at the ſame Time, on the Vir- 
tues of this Woman, and endeavour to 

by them, which were chiefly Three. The 
Firſt was her great Faith which even extended 
itſelf to her Daughter, and for which ſhe was 
prais'd by our Lord. The Second was ber 
perſeverant Prayer, ſince ſhe was not only per- 
ſeverant but importunate. Which Importunity is 
alſo acceptable to God, as I have before ſhew'd 
you on other Occafions. The Third was her 
profound Humility, for ſhe neither denied her- 
ſelf to be included in the Compariſon which our 
Lord made, nor thought herſelf worthy to be 
teckon'd among his Children, or to have the 
Bread itſelf, but was contented to receive the 
Crumbs only. Wherefore ſhe greatly humbled 
herſelf, and therefore obtain'd what ſhe ſought 
for. The fame will happen to you if, with a 
ſincere, pure, and faithful Mind, perſevering in 
Prayer, you humble yourſelf before God, 
teeming yourſelf unworthy to receive any 
good from him, you may then — 
| ex 
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expect to obtain what you aſk for. And as the 
Apoſtles interceeded for the Chananean : ſo 
will your Angel Guardian interceed for you, and 
offer up your Prayers to the Almighty. Upon 


which Head, hear St. Bernard Saying : Often 


when my Soul has been ſighing, praying, and 
tormenting itſelf with Anxiety for its Heaven- 
ly Spouſe, and that the dearly Deſired, and ſo 
much Sour, ht after, has in his own Mercy con- 
deſcended to meet her, I thought ſhe might 
from her own Experience repeat that of Fere- 
miah : Thou art good, O Lord, to ſuch as hope 
in thee, to the Soul which ſeeks thee. Nay, 
the very Angel who accompanies our Hea- 
venly Spouſe, is the previous Miniſter or ra- 
ther Plenipotentiary of the ſecret Salutation, 
this Angel, I fay, with what Joy, with what 
N with what Tranſport, turning to our 
Lord, does he fay ; I render Thanks to thee, 
O Lord of Majeſty ; Becauſe thou haſt given 
him his Heart's Defire. aud haſt not witholden 
the requeſt of his Lips, Pſal. xx. He it is 
who ſedulouſly, and in every Place, as a con- 


ſtant Purſuer of the Soul, never ceaſes to ad- 


moniſh it by continual Suggeſtions, ſaying : 
Delight thyſelf in the Lord, and he will give 
thee the Defires of thy Heart. And again: 
Wait on the Lord and keep his Ways. Though 
be tarry wait for him, becauſe he will ſurth 
come, he will not tarry, Haba. ii. And to the 
Lord he ſays: As the Hart panteth after tht 
Water-brooks, ſo This panteth after thee, O God, 
Pfal. xli. He hath defired thee in the Night, 
and thy Spirit in the inmoſt Receſs of his Heart. 
From the Morning be hath watch*d unto thee. 
And again: The whole Day he hath fretcbd 
out 
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e Wt bis Hands unto thee. Diſmiſs ber, for She 
„ WM vitth after thee. Return, O Lord, and vouc h- 
d %% give Ear. Look down from Heaven and 
u bald, and vift the Forſaken, The faithful 
n WW Pianymph who is conſcious without Envy, of 
d de natural Love between the Soul and her 
* Spouſe, ſeeks not any Thing for himſelf, but 
ſo ay the Glory of his Lord. He paſſeth mu- 
n. aul between the heavenly Spouſe and his Be- 
ht bed, offering her Vows, and bringing his 
. its, exciting her to Love, and moving him 
„e Mi Mercy. Sometimes likewiſe, though but 
5, dom, he renders them preſent to himſelf 


a. Weiher attracting her, or inviting him, for he is 


Ty fmiliarly known in the facred Manſion of Hea- 
in, Wen, nor fears a Repulſe ſeeing daily the Face 
at Wof the heavenly Father. Thus far St. Ber- 
ur M174. | 


CHAP. XXXVIIL 
Hro the Phariſces and other were ſean- 
dalia d at the Words of our Lord 
Nan, PE 9 855 
W E ought never to wonder that ſome 


z0d, take Occaſion of Scandal at our Words 
bt, Wd Actions, tho? never fo good and perfect; ſee- 
art. Ng that this often befel onr Lord himſelf, who 


tould not err either in Word br Deed. For it 
fappen'd at a certain —_ that the — 
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aſk'd our Lord, why his Diſciples did not waſh 
their Hands before they eat? Our Lord an- 
ſwer'd them ſharply, and reproved them for 
having more Regard to the outward Cleanlineſs 
of the Body, than the inward Purity of the 
Soul. At which Anſwer they were ſcandaliz'd, 
but our Lord regarded them not. | 

At another Time, as he was preaching and 
teaching in the Synagogue, ſome of his Diete 
being too worldly, and not underſtanding him, 
went their Way. But to his twelve Diſciples 
he ſaid, Will ye alſo go away ? And Peter, in 
the Name of the reſt, anſwer'd him: To *whon 


| 

| 

Hall we go? thou haſt the Wards of eternal | 
Life. Conſider him in theſe and the like Thing, 

how he ſpeaks with Authority and teaches true / 

Doctrine, having no Regard to the Scandal of , 

the Weak and Simple: Wherefore we muſt ob- 

ſerve Firſt, That we are not to depart from j 

the Virtue of Juſtice on Account of another 

Perſon being ſcandaliz d. Segondly, That we 

ought to be more careful for. the inward Purity t. 

of our Hearts, than ſoliticgus for *W&outwarlf |, 
Cleanlineſs , of the Bodygzwhich Thiug ou be 

Lord in another Place arStexpreſs! y recom « 

mends, ſaying in St. Luke at we muſt lil ne 

according to the Spirit; ſo at the Words of © 

our Redcemer ſhould not ſeem ſtrange to us, YM | 

they did to thoſe Diſciples, who, when Cr pr 

ſaid in St. Fobn : Unleſs you eat the Fleſh of , ec 

Son of Man, &c. could. not bear to hegr then try 


and 4 Sms being ſeandaliz'd departed fr 
him; But we ſhould rather acknowlede them ti tak 
be the Words of eternal Life; that, togethe tice 
with the Twelve that remained with him, I tha 
ee eat dna nn 
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CHAP. XXXIX. 


Of the Reward which our Lord Jeſus 
has promiſed to theſe who forjake All 


for him, 


and 
pl A S St. Peter, the prudent” and faithful 
am, Diſciple of Feſus Chriſt, on a certain 


ples WM Occaſion afk*d him, in the Name of the reſt of 
uz his Brethren the Apoſtles, concerning what 
obo WY Reward they ſhould have who had quitted the 
2r10 World, and all Things in it, for the Love of 
ng him: Our Lord amongſt other Things an- 
tru ſwer'd Him: That they who ſhould forſake all 


al oi worldly Things to follow him, ſhould receive a 
t ob ·¶ Reward of a hundred-fold in this World, and 
— Life everlaſting in the next. Conſider well the 
Other 


Greatneſs of this Reward, exult with utmoſt 
it." Joy, and render Praiſe and Thankſgiving to 


Purity the Lord, who has placed thee in a State of 
tward negotiating ſo advantageouſly for thyſelf as to 
ou de able to gain a hundred for one, and withal 
ecom-Wl eternal Life. This Hundred-fold however is 
Ae. not to be underſtood of temporal Things, but 
rds of 


us, "i folation and heavenly Virtues, which we ſhall 
prove by Experience, and not acquire by Know- 
ledge. For when the Soul begins to have a 
true Reliſh for the Virtues of Poverty, Charity, 


1 Patience; and other Chriſtian Perfections, and 
hem f takes Pleaſure and Delight in the conſtant Prac- 
ogetbe tice of them, may it not truly be ſaid of her, 
im, VY that ſhe has received a Hundred- fold? And if 


at length ſhe Kill riſes to more ſublime Degrees 
O 2 of 


of ſpirĩtual Ones only ; that is, of inward Con- 


212 


Name which no one knows but he that receives 


The LIFE of 
of Perfection ſo as frequently to partake of the 
inward Viſits of her divine and heavenly Spouſe, 
may it not again be affirm'd with Truth, that 
ſhe has receiv'd a thouſand-fold for all whatever 
it be that ſhe has left here for his Sake? You ſee 
then theVeracity of the Words which were utter: 


red by eternal Truth, who never fails even in this 


World, to reward the Soul that is truly de- 
voted to him, with a Hundred - fold, and this 
not once but frequently, affecting it often with 
ſo deep a Senſe of his divine Love as to make 
it eſteem as Dung every Thing it has forſaken, 
and the whole World itſelf, for the Sake of 
obtaining the Poſſeſſion of its divine and heaven. 
ly Sou But that you may be more amply 
inſtructed in relation to this hundred- fold Gift 
of the Goſpel, and may reap more Benefit from 
it, hear what St. Bernard ſays on that Head 
If any one (fays he) ſhould ſay, ſhew me the 
Hundred-fold that is promiſed, and I'll freely 
quit all Things of this Life to obtain it. But 
why ſhould I ſhew it? Since Faith which ha 
human Reaſon for its Voucher can have no 
Merit. Will you ſooner give Credit to the 
Evidence of Man than believe the Promiſes of 
Truth ? You err by diving too deeply into th: 
hidden Myſteries of God. Unleſs you believe 
you cannot underſtand. It is a hidden Manna, 
and in the Apocalipſe of St. Fohn a new Name 
is promiſed to thoſe that ſhall overcome, 


SS ESS — — £© ans ii. Et 


it. And again he fays : Does he not poſſes 
all Things to whom all Things are turn'd to 
? Has he not received a Hundred - fold 

who is fill'd with the Holy Ghoſt, and pofleſſs 
Chriſt in his Breaſt? Or rather, ſhall . 
‚ „ ay. 
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fay, that the Viſitation of the Holy Ghoſt, and 
the Preſence of Jeſus Chriſt, far exceed the 
Hundred-fold Gift of any other Thing? Ob! 
bow great is the Multitude of thy Sweetneſs 
which thou haſt laid up for thoſe that fear thee, 
which thou haſt wrought for them that truſt in 
thee ? faith the Royal Pſalmiſt, P/al. xxx. Ob- 
ſerve here how the Soul breaks forth into the 
Remembrance of the abundance of ſpiritual 
Sweetneſs, and how, in endeavouring to expreſs 
herſelf, ſhe multiplies her Words. How great 
(faith ſhe) is the Multitude, &c. This Hun- 
dred-fold therefore is the Adoption of Children, 
the Freedom and Firſt-fruits of the Spirit, the 
Delight of Charity, the Glory of a good Con- 
ſcience, and the Kingdom of God which is 
within us. It conſiſts not in Meat or Drink, 
but in the Juſtice, Peace, and Joy of the Holy 
Ghoſt. A Joy indeed, not in the Hopes of 
a future Glory, but rather in the preſent ſuffer- 
ing of Tribulations. This is that Fire which Chriſt 
would have vehemently to be enkindled. This 
s the Virtue which made St. Andrew fo chear- 
fully embrace the Croſs he was to die on, St. 
Lawrence deſpiſe the Butcheries of his cruel 
Tyrants, and which made St. Stephen at his 
Death pray for thoſe who ſtoned him. 
This is that Peace which Chriſt left to thoſe 
that ſhould follow him, for it is a Gift, and 
Peace to the Eleft of God. Tis the Peace of 
the Father, and a Gift of future Glory. It ex- 
ceeds all Senſe, and is not to be compar'd with 


defirable in this World. This is the plentiful 
Grace of Devotion, and the holy Union 
teaching us all thoſe Things, which they prove 

; O 3 who 


my Thing under the Heavens, or whatever is 
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who have experienced, and they who have not 
experienced are ignorant of. Thus far St. Ber. 
nard. Rejoice then, and be glad, and as I ſaid 
before, render Thanks to God that he has cal- 
led you to receive this Hundred-fold, and in- 
vited you to enter often into this Paradiſe of 
Joy, which by the Study and Exerciſe of Prayer 
you may hope to obtain, 


eu a  &4 ax 


2828882 24243244 


6 


How our Lord Jeſus 4ſt his Diſciples 
what the Jews ſaid of him. 


As dur bleſſed Lord was coming into the 

Quarters of Cæſarea Philippi, he aſk'd 
his Diſciples what the Jews ſaid of him, and 
likewiſe, whom they thought him to be, and 
other Things. Some of them anſwer'd, and 
ſaid : Some take you for Fohn the Baptiſt, others 
fer Elias, and others fer Feremiah, or one of ile 
Prophets, But Peter, for himſelf and the reſt 
anſwer'd : Thou art Chriſt the Son of the Living 
God. And our Lord faid to him: Thou or! 
Peter, and upon this Rock I will build my Church, 
and the Gates of Hell fhall not prevail againſt it 
;And'at the ſame Time gave him the Keys of 
Heaven, the Power to looſe or bind upon 
Earth. Behold here then, Pious Reader, both 
our Lord and his Diſciples, and contemplate 
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ren you. And obſerve moreover, that Peter 
whom Chri/t had ſo exalted above the reſt, was 


2 little after call'd Satan by the ſame Chrift, 


becauſe through the too great Attachment which 
Peter had to the viſible Preſence of Cbriſt's 
Humanity he endeavourd to wade him 
from ſuffering, and from going through his 
Paſſion. Do you likewiſe follow the Example 
of Chriſt, and eſteem them to be your Enemies, 
who endeavour to draw you from the Practice 
of ſpiritual Exerciſes for the Sake of any tem- 
poral View or corporal Alleviation. 
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Of the glorious Transfiguration of our 
Lord Jeſus on Mount Thabor. 


$ * Lord Jeſus defirous to ſtrengthen his 
Apoſtles in the ſteadfaſt Belief both of 
bs Divinity and Humanity, firſt ſnew'd them 
that he was perfect Man, by living among them 
s Man: And that he was alſo perfect God, by 
the wonderful Miracles] he wrought, which far 
ſurpaſs'd the Power and Nature of a pure Man. 
He had likewiſe farther told them, that, as 
Man, he ſhould ſuffer a moſt painful and appro- 
brious Death, and afterwards riſe again hon 
ouſly to Life as he was God, After all this 
he concluded and ſaid: That there were ſome 
of them which were then preſent, who ſhould 
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not ſee Death till they had firſt ſeen the Son of 
Man (which was himſelf) coming in his King- 


dom; that is to ſay, beheld him in his glorious 


Transh guration, and ſaw his ſacred Humanity 
er 2 with a wonderful Bright- 
s, as they could afterwards behold him in 
his heavenly Glory. 

To this Parpoſe therefore about eight Days 
after he took with him three of his Diſciples, Pe- 
ter, James and John, and went up to the Topof 
a high Mountain call'd Thabor, and was there 
Transfigured before them, that is, he was fo 
alter'd and changed from his common Likeneſs, 
that he put on t that beautiful and glorious Form 
in which he was to appear ſeated in the high 
Throne of his Majeſty, fo that his Face and 
Countenance became bright as the Sun, and his 
Garments were as white as Snow. 

And preſently there appear'd Moſes and El. 
as {peaking with him concerning his ſacred Pal- 
fion, which he was to undergo in Feruſalem, 
and ſaid: Lord, it is not expedient for thee to die, 
becauſe one Drop only of thy precious Blood is 
ſufficient to redeem the World, but our Lord 
Jeſus anſwer'd: The good Paſter giveth his Lif: 


for his Sheep : So therefore it behoves me to do. 


The A files remain'd extatic amidſt this glori- 
ous Viſion: And St. Peter, above the reſt, be- 
in forgetful of all earthly Things, was defirous 
of remaining there in Poſſeſſion of that Glance 
of Bliſs, and therefore ſaid: Lord, it is good for 
us to be bere: If thou will, let us make bere thret 
Tabernacles, one for thee, and one for Meſes, and 
one for Elias, John xvii But as the holy 
Evan gelift takes Notice, He knew not what bt 
my z in deſiring to continue with our Lord 
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Jeſus in that Place of Bliſs, before he had ſuf- 
| fer'd that painful Death which he had before 
) told them he was firſt to do. The Holy Ghoſt 
; WH likewiſe appearing in the Brightneſs of a Cloud, 
. overſhadow'd them, and out of the Cloud there 
n came a Voice from Heaven, ſaying : This is my 
beloved Son in whom] am well pleaſed, bear ye him. 
$ The Apoſtles trembling with Fear at this Voice, 
» fell flat with their Face to the Ground, but our 
of Lord Jeſus rais d them, and bid them not to 
re fear : And lifting up their Eyes, and looking 
ſo round them, they ſaw none but him lone. 
8, Contemplate well theſe Paſſages, and endeavour 
m to render yourſelf preſent by devout Meditation, 
gh to the Things already ſaid, becauſe they con- 
nd tain moſt great and ſublime Myſteries. 
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CHAP. XLII. 


How our Lord Jeſus caft the Buyers and 
Sellers out of the Temple. 


UR Lord Feſus, at two ſeveral Times, 
caſt the Buyers and Sellers out of the 
Temple, which Action, amongſt all the Mira- 
cles he wrought, ſeems moſt ſtrange and won- 
derful. For when he wrought other Miracles 
among them, in which he evidently declared 
the Power of his Godhead ; yet thoſe erſe 
People the Scribes and Phariſees blaſphemed 
and contemned him for them: But at this time 
though 
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though there were great Multitudes aſſembled 
together in the Temple; yet they had no 
Power at all to reſiſt or withſtand him, but 
with a Scourge made of Cords he drove them 


all out before him. The Reaſon of this was: 


That his inward Zeal and Fervour being vehe- 
mently enkindled in ſeeing his heavenly Father 
ſa much diſhonour'd eſpecially in that Place 
where he ought to have been the moſt honour'd 
and worſhipp'd, made him appear to them with 
à terrible and dreadful Countenance, fo that 
they were affrighted and had no Power to reſiſt 
him. Conſider him here attentively and com- 
paſſionate him, for he is full of compaſſionate 
Grief. But at the ſame Time fear. For it is 
a dreadful Example that ought to be confider'd 
by all Men, but more eſpecially by ſuch who 
have any Office or Authority in the Church 
of God, and by all religious Perſons who are 
placed in the Houſe of God, to ſerve him in 
devout Prayer and other holy and ſpiritual Ex- 
erciſes. For if ſuch idly buſy themſelves, and 
meddle with worldly Affairs, they may juſtly fear 
the Wrath and Indignation of God againſt them, 
and apprehend the Danger of be caſt out of his 
Grace in this Life, and out of his eternal Glory 
in the Life to come 
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CHAP, XLIII. 


of the Sick Man that was heal'd at the 
Water in Jeruſalem, call d Probatica 
Piſcina. 


HERE was in the the City of Zeru/alem 

a ſtanding Water, in the nature of a Pond 

in which the Sheep were waſhed that were to be 
offer d in Sacrifice. Where alſo, according to 
the Opinion of the Fathers, afterwards lay hid 
the Wood' of the holy Croſs. This Water 
once in every Year, by particular Appointment 
of God was ſtir'd by an Angel, and the fick 
Perſon that deſcended firſt into it after the An- 
gel had ſtir'd it was immediately heal'd of his 
Infirmity : Wherefore great Multitudes of fick 
and languiſhing People remain'd continually 
near the Water expecting it to be moved by 
the Angel. Among theſe there was one Man 
lying on his Bed, who had been fick of the Palſy 
thirty-eight Years, whom our Lord Jeſus heal'd 
on the Sabbath-day. Here according to your 
uſual Method behold our Lord how humbly 
he approaches the ſick Man and ſpeaks to him. 
For in this Action there are three Things wor- 
thy our devoteſt Attention. The Firſt is, that 
our Lord Jeſus aſk'd the ſick Perſon whether he 
would be heal'd or not: By which we are given 
to underſtand, that our Lord, without our Con- 
ſent, will not beſtow Salvation upon us. Where- 
fore all ſtubborn and finful — who neither 
defire nor yet will give Conſent to ſuch internal 
Motions 
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Motions as God inſpireth them with, for their 
Salvation are undoubtedly without Excuſe, 
For as St. Auguſtin ſaith: He that made thee 
without thee cannot fave thee without thee, 


The Second Thing, which is to be obſerved 


is, that we ought to be careful after we ae 


freed and cleans'd from Sin, not to fall willful! 
into it again, leſt our Crime for ſo doing be at- 
terwards by our Lord puniſh'd with more Seve- 
rity. Wherefore he ſaid to the ſick Man whom 
he had reſtored ; Go thy Way and fin no mare, 
leſt worſe happen unto thee, 

The Third Thing which we ought to conſider 
is, That wicked Men uſually miſconſtrue the 
good Works of others, and look upon them 
with an evil Eye, but good Men act the con- 
trary. For thus the Fews, full of Envy, when 
they ſaw the fick Man miraculoufly cured by 
our Lord Jeſus, and carrying away his Bed on 
the Sabbath-Day, they immediately told him, 
That it was not lawful to do it on the Sabbath 
aay; to whom he anſwer'd: That he who had 
made him whole, ſaid to him, Take up thy Bed 
and walk. Before this they aſk'd him not who 
it was that had heal'd him, but began to carp 
at what diſpleaſed them, and as they thought 
was reprehenſible, and took no Notice at all of 
the good Work which was commendable, and 
ſo manifeſtly wrought before them. This is the 
Manner of all wicked Men to turn every Thing 
to the worſt, which good Men convert to the 
beſt. For they who lead a ſpiritual Life inter- 
pret all Things in the beſt Manner to the Ho- 
nour and Glory of God, whether Proſperity or 
Adverſity, knowing that every Thing which 


comes to paſs is through his holy Will or Per- cher 


miſſion, and therefore judge the beſt of, and 
reap 


-ſithem to make a Proficiency in good Diſcipline, 
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teap thence great Increaſe of Merit, as St. Ber- 
nard teaches, faying: Pry not too far into 
other Men's Lives, nor temerariouſly judge of 
their Actions. Think no Evil of thy Neigh- 
bour, but if thou ſee any Thing that is bad 
excuſe at leaſt his Intention if you cannot his 
Works : Imagine the Cauſe to be Ignorance, 
Inadvertency, or an Accident. And if his 
Crimes are beyond all Diſſimulation, ſay at 
leaſt to yourſelf : *T'was the Effect of a violent 
Temptation. Had it been as powerful in me, 
what Deſtruction would it not have wrought ? 
Thus far St. Bernard. That the Good reap 
Benefit from all Things, even from their own 
and other Men's Sins, from the Things moſt 
hurtful, and from the Works of the Devil 
himſelf ; St. Bernard thus argues: Tho” 
the irrational and Animal Part, cannot attain 
to what 1s Spiritual, yet it muſt be own'd, that 
by the bodily Service it does, it very much helps 
thoſe to obtain it, who turn the Uſe of all 
temporal and worldly Things to the eternal 
Advantage of their Souls, by making Uſe of 
the Things of this Life as if they uſed them 
not. And again: Tho? there are ſome Crea- 
tures which as to their Uſe are found inconve- 
ment, and even pernicious, yet it is certain that 
they contribute * A temporal and 
worldly Men. For they have ever ſomething 
that may turn to the Good of thoſe, who ac- 
cording to their Reſolution are call'd Saints, if 
not by ſubminiſtering Nouriſhment, or performi g 
their due Office, at leaſt by exerciſing their Mind 
by the Help of him who is always ready to 
thoſe who make uſe of their Reaſon, helping 


by 
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by whom alſo, The invjſible Things of God an 
ſeen, being underſtood by. thoſe Things which ar: 
made, Rom. i. In ſhort, he that has Grace 
enough to take all Things in good Part, and to 


. ſuppoſe that all which God ſhall ſend is for the 


beſt, ſhall be enabled to ſuffer many Trials and 
Tribulations with little Pain, and by daily Ex- 
erciſe obtain at length fo great a Peace and Tran- 
quility of Mind, that ſeldom or never any 
Thing ſhall offend or moleſt him, but that ſhall 
be verified in him, which the wiſe Man faith : 
Whatever ſhall happen to the juſt Man it ſhall 
not make him ſorry, Prov. xu. 


C HAP. XLIV: 


How our Lord Jeſus was received by tit 
two Sifters Mary and Martha, and 
the two forts of Lives fignified by t 
ſame, that is Active and Contemplative. 


FF happen'd on a certain Time that our Lord 
Feſus went with his Diſciples to the City of 
Bethania, to. a Houſe which was named the 
Caſtle of Martha and Mary. And they, whoſe 
Love and Affections was wholly. placed in him, 
were exceeding glad at his coming, and received 
him with all poſſible Joy and Reſpect. And 
Martha, the elder Siſter, who had the Care 
and Government of the Houſe, went immedr 
ately to provide Meat for him and his 9 

. 
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But Mary her Siſter forgetting as it were all 
corporal Food, and deſiring to feed her Soul 
with the fervent Love of her dear Saviour Je- 
ſus, fat herſelf down on the Ground byſide his 
Feet. And as our Lord, who was never idle, 
was talking according to his uſual Cuſtom of 
thoſe Things which regard eternal Life, - ſhe 
with her Heart and Thoughts fix'd on him, 
attentively liſten'd to his blefſed Words, and 
took a Pleaſure beyond Expreſſion, in the Ex- 
poſition of bis | heavenly Doctrine. Martha, 
who was buſy in making, ready the Proviſion 
for our Lord and his. Diſciples, ſeeing her Siſter 
ſitting idly: as it. were at his Feet was grievouſly 
troubled, at it, and N her Com- 
laint to aur Lord as if he had no Regard for 
E begg'd him to bid her Ster to riſe 
and help her. "07 Mk 7 by 
Mary,.. at the Voice of her Siſter, awaken'd 
33 it were from the Depth of aſweet and quiet 
Sleep, and fearing left the ſhould be diſtyrbed 
from that fweet Contentment.and quiet Repoſe 
n which, her Soul was, in, always obedient tg 
the Wil af God. {| nothing, but reverently 
bowing down her Face to the Ground, ſhe hum- 
bly waited; to hear what gur Lord would ſay to 
ber. But our, Lord anſwering in her Behalf, 
fd unto Martha. . Marthe, Martha, thou art 
carefu] . troubleg. about ' many Things : 
But one Thing is neceſſary, , Mary bath choſen 
the bet Part, which ſpall not be taken away 
jrom her, 5 | pr 5 . algt! i 
At this. Anſwer of our Lord Fe/us, Mary 
was greatly comforted, ang! ſat with more Con- 
dence at his ſacred Feet; puſuing with Perſe- 
rerance, her former P 4 But 'at ufer 
(a7 WwWACN 
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when all Things were ready for his Refection, 
and he had done ſpeaking, ſhe aroſe, feteb'd 
Water to waſh his Hands, and remaining there 


preſent, diligently ſerved him with all Things 


e wanted. Confider here attentively, Pious 
Reader, our Lord entering this Houſe, and 
with what extreme Joy they receive him, toge- 
ther with all that paſs'd before-mentiond, Fe. 
cauſe from thence you may gather moſt beauti- 
ful Matter for your devout Meditation. 

You muſt know then, that by theſe two ho- 
Sifters the Fathers underſtand two different 
of Life, that is, the one Active, the 

other Contemplative. To treat of theſe would 
on bject of a very long Extent. But tho 


Su 
am convinced that *tis nowiſe — to 
dwell long upon it, I will nevertheleſs ſay 
ſomething on that Head, Firſt, becauſe St. Ber- 
nard in many Places has largely treated of it: 


And Secondly, becauſe it is a Subject moſt uſe- 


ful, full of all ſpiritual Comfort and very neceſ. 


fary. for you. For according to this two-fold 


Manner of living we all proceed, but how we 
ought to do that 1s a Matter we All are ignorant 
of, which is very unfortunate and not a little 
gerous, eſpecially to Men of religious Lives 

he Active kind of Life then is emblemati- 
cally expreſs'd in Martha : which active Life 
itſelf is diviſible into two Parts. The Frf s 
that by which every One exerciſes himſelf chief. 
ly for his own Good, correcting, mending, and 
improving himſelf in Virtues; and nextly tv 
the Advantage of his Neighbour, by "Works of 
Juſtice, Piety, and Charity. The Second Part 
is that by which a Man is led, tho“ for greate! 
Merit's Sake, to exerciſe himſelf ha, 4 
a = 2 eig . 


JESUS CHRIST, 
Neighbours Advantage, in governing, teaching, 
and forwarding the Converſion of Souls ; as Pre- 
lates, Preachers, and the like do. And between 
theſe two Parts of Active Life is the Contempla- 
tive, and it is diſpoſed in this Manner, that every 
onedoexerciſe himſelf, Firſt, in Prayer, ſacred Stu- 
dies and other good Deeds and Offices of Life, 
with an Intention to correct his own Vices and ac- 
quire Virtues: Secondly, That he reſt in Con- 
templation, ſeeking Solitude, and Coverſation a 
part with God: And Thirdly, That, by both Ex- 
erciſes inſpired and enlighten'd with true Wiſ- 
dom and Goodneſs, and thence become zealous, 
give himſelf up to the Salvation of Others, 
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Our Lord warneth the Jews that the 
Church ſhould devolve to the Gentiles, 
in the Parable of the Husbandmen, who 
kill the Son of their . Lord. 


UR Lord, zealous for the Salvation of the 
Souls for which he was come to pay down 
the Ranſom of Life, tried every Means to draw 
them to himſelf, and to deliver them from the 
Jaws of Sin and Satan. Wherefore ſometimes 
he made uſe of the gentle inſinuating Pathetic ; 
and at others of ſevere and terrifying Reproofs ; 
ſometimes he recurr'd Similitudes, ſometimes 
* to 
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to Signs and Wonders; now to Propheſies, and 
anon to Threats: Thus varying the Means and 
Manner of Cure according to the Place and Time, 
and the Diverſity of Perſons. 

In this Place, he reproves the Princes and 
Phariſees, with ſevere Language and a terrible 
Example, which however was ſo juſtly applied 
that they took it to themſelves. He propoſed 
to them the Parable of the Huſbandmen, who 

kill'd their Lord's Meſſengers ſent to them to 
demand Payment of the Fruits due to him. 
And aſking what was the Puniſhment due to 
ſuch unworthy Tenants : Due, fay they? wiy MW; 
their Lord muſt deſtroy theſe Wretches, and let . 
his Vineyard to other Huſbandmen. Jeſus there- Ml 7 
fore approving their Anſwer replied to them: The M 
Kingdom of God, that is, the Church, ſhall be i ; 
taken from among you, and ſhall be gi ven to n 
another People who will cultivate it, that is to x 
the Gentiles; of whom we and the whole Church i hr 
are ſprung. To this he added the Example of x; 
the Corner- ſtone, which fignified himſelf, ani 7, 
was to overthrow. Zudai/m. Upon which find- 
ing themſelves. to be level'd at, inſtead of r. 
forming they were but the more exaſperated; 
for their Malice quite blinded them. 
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CHAP. XLVL 


ve WY How the Jews ſought to enſuare our Saviour 
led PE by his own Words. 
fed 


ho S our Lord Feſus neglected no Means 

A that might conduce to the Salvation of 
um. the Fewws, ſo on the contrary, the Jews omitted 
e to none to calumnijate and deftroy him. They 
why Wl thought therefore to deceive him but they de- 
1 let WM ceived themſelves, with their own Devices. 
ere: They ſent to him premeditated Contrivance 
The WM fome of their own Diſciples, accompanied by the 
Il be WY Servants of Herod, to enquire of him, whether or 
en to not it was lawful to give Tribute to Ceſar ? 
For, by this Means, they imagin'd they might 
wrt WY bring him under Suſpicion to Cæſar and his 


le a Friends, or render him at leaſt odious to the 


u Jews, as if he could not have anſwer'd but 
find: :ozinſt himſelf, But the All-wiſe Searcher of 

Hearts ſeeing into their Malice, anſwer'd them, 
ated I that they muſt give Cæſar his own, and to God 


Hypocrites who utter'd with fair Words a ma- 
ious Purpoſe, And thus difappointed of their 
faudulent Intentions they returned back with 
Shame. Here confider attentively our Lord 
Jeſus, according to the general Method of Con- 
-A'P templation I laid down to you; and reflect like- 
, 


"hether Good or Bad, Believers or Unbelis vers. 
- eee "2 Where 


tis Due; and told them withal; that they were 


vie that Chriff will not allow us to defraud tem- 
poral Princes and Magiſtrates of their juſt Right, 
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Wherefore tis a very great Sin, to defraud, or 
refuſe Payment of, the Cuſtoms and Taxes 
which our temporal Superiors think proper to 
lay on us for the Good of the State. 
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C HAP. XLVIL 


Of the Blind Man reſtored to Sight at 
Jericho, and of many other Things. 


HE bountiful Lord Jeſus, who out of 

his immenſe Love for us came down from 

his divine Father's Throne, to work our Salva- 
tion, prepared to ſet out for Feruſalem, to meet 
his approaching Paſſion, which he had even at 
this Time foretold to them, but they were too 
blind in their Obſtinacy to underftand him. 
When therefore he drew nigh to Fericbo, a cer- 
tain blind Man, who ſet on the Way begging, 
having Intelligence from the Populace of his 


paſſing by, began to cry out powerfully to him 


for * And though the Multitude rebuked 
him, they could neither diſmay nor ſilence him. 
The Lord Jeſus therefore out of Regard to his 
Faith and Fervour, order'd him to be brought 
to him, and ask'd him, What wilt thou that 1 
do unto thee ? To whom the blind Man an- 
ſwer'd, Lord, that T ſee ; which our compaſſio- 
nate Lord granted, laying, See : And thus fay- 
ing reſtored him to Sight. Confider here at- 
tentively, Devout Reader, the Graciouſneſs of 
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our Lord : And at the ſame time refle& on the 
great Efficacy of Prayer attended with Faith and 
Perſeverance. Importunity in Prayer, you ſee 
does not diſpleaſe God: But is rather agreeable 
to him. You have already an Inſtance of this 
in the Cananean : And elſewhere another in the 
Man who obtain'd the Loaves by night, thro? 
the Importunity of Prayer. And thus does the 
Lordgrant to All, who importune him, their juſt, 
and orderly Petitions. For *tis to every one 
alike he ſays : I bat wilt thou that I do to thee ? 
Nay, he often grants even more than is ask'd, 
2s we ſhall ſee in the Perſon of Zacbeus. Ask then 
le the Blind- man without bluſhing. For why 
ſhould you bluſh to ſerve God, to throw off Sin, 
or to ask the Graces neceſſary for either. To 
be baſhful is ſometimes a Virtue, but may often- 


times be a great Fault as St. Bernard obſerves. 


There 1s a Shame to Sin, and a Shame to 
Glory. *Tis a good Shame to bluſh at the 
Thought of ſinning or having fin'd. And tho? 
no human Witneſs be bye, you ought with ſo 
much the more Modeſty to revere the Preſence 
of a divine One, as you are truly convinced by 
how much he ſurpaſſes Man in Purity, and that 
he is as heinouſly offended at Sin as he is di- 
ſtant from it. Such a Kind of Shame may bold- 
ly bid Defiance to Reproach, and paves a Way 
to Glory, by not admitting Sin, or at leaſt by 
repenting of, and attoning for it, if committed. 
But ſhould we be aſhamed or gri to make 
m Acknowledgment of our Faults; ſuch a 
dhame is to Sin, and ftrays wide of Glory. For, 
the Evil, which Compun&ion would fain expel 
trom the Heart, this falſe, this fooliſh Shame, 
ine Binder of all Lips, ſuffers not to be baniſh'd 
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from it. Oh ſovereign Kind of Victory to yield 
to the divine Majeſty : And to find no Reluctance 
in ſubmitting tothe Authority of his Church ! Oh 
firange Perverſity, not to bluſh at defiling, and 
yet to bluſh at cleanſing our Feet. Thus far St 
Bernard. 

Whatever may occur to your Imagination 
concerning this blind Man, is alike applicable to 
thoſe other two blind Men whom our Lord en- 
lighten'd at his going forth from Fericho, as h. 
did this before his Entrance into that City. Of 
the two ſee St. Matthew, Chap. xx. and St. 
Mark, Chap. x. where the Name of one of 
them is mention'd : And that upon their 
crying out, as this poor Man did, they received 


the ſame Anſwer, and Cure from our Lord. 
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C HAP. XLVIII. 


| Fre of ff Sy 


How our Lord went into the Houſe of 
Zacheus. 


HEN our Lord Jeſus at his Entry into 

Jericho was paſſing thro* the Streets, 
Zacheus the chief of the Publicans, who wa 
inform'd of his Approach, and very defirous to 
ſee him, but could not for the Throng, being 
very little Man, got up at length into a Syca- 
more Tree, that he might at leaſt behold h 
from thence. Feſus therefore knowing and ac 
cepting his Faith and Defire, ſays to him. 24 
cheus make haſte and come down, for I muſt . 


JESUS CHRIST. 
Day abide in thy Houſe. Who immediately 
coming down received him with great Joy and 
Reverence, and prepared him a noble Repaſte. 
Here you fee, Chriſtian Reader, the gracious 
Courteſy of our bleſſed Saviour, who grants Za- 
cheus ſo much more than he preſumed to ho 

for, or ask. He ſought a Sight of him, and 
Feſus gave him himſelf. Such is the Power of 
Prayer ! And Defire is ſuch. Nay it is a loud 
Voice, and an effectual Petition. Wherefore 
ſays the Pſalmiſt : The Lord hath granted the 
Defire of the Poor, and thy Ear hath heard the 
Preparation of their Henrt. And at the time 
when Moſes was Silent with his Lips, and ſpeak- 
ing only in his Heart, the Lord faid to him, 
Why do ycu cry aloud to me? Exod. xiv. Con- 
template here our divine Lord graciouſly fitting 
at Table with Zacheus amidſt a Company of Sin- 
ners, and familiarly converſing with them in order 
to gain them over to himſelf, Behold likewiſe 
the Diſciples fitting with the ſame Sinners, and 
converſing with, and encouraging them to good 
Works : Knowing it to be the Will of their 
divine Maſter. 
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CHAP, XLII. 


Of the Man born Blind. 


HEN our Lord went to Jeruſalem he 
ſaw a Man born blind whoſe Name 
was Czlidenius, and ſtooping he made a Paſte 
of Earth and his Spittle, with which he anoint- 
ed his Eyes, and ſent him to the Bath Siloe, to 
bathe, The Man went, bathed his Eyes, 
and received his Sight. This Miracle which 
was ſtrictly examin'd into by the Fews, turn'd 
to their Confuſion. See the Story in the Gol- 
, where it is very plainly and beautifully re- 
ated. Behold here our Lord Jeſus, and con- 
template him according to the general Rules al. 
ready laid down to you : Here too conſider the 
t Gratitude of the cured Man, who coura- 
giouſly and reſolutely defends our Lord, before \ 


the very Princes and Rulers of the Fews, with- 

out ſparing them in any thing, even before he an 
had the Bleſſing of ſeeing our Lord. The Vir. , 
tue of Gratitude is extremely commendable and I hir 
pleaſing in the Sight of God, as its oppoſite is a I br 
deteſtable Vice before him. Of which Subject I ſw 
thus ſays St. Bernard: Learn to be thankful WW w 
for every Grace received. Conſider diligently I an 
the Favours heap'd upon you, that no Gift of I Bu 
God be defrauded of the due Return of Grati- ¶ ple 
tude and Thanſgiving you ought to make I not 
whether the Gift be great, middling or little. IL 
Laſtly, we are directed to gather the Fragments ¶ um 
Teſt they periſh, that is not to ſuffer the leaſt Be- I Wa 


nefit 


JESUS CHRIST. 


nefit beſtow'd upon us, to be forgotten. But 


does not that periſh which is confer'd upon the 
Ungrateful ? Ingratitude is the Soul's worſt E- 
nemy : *Tis the Deſtroyer of Merit, the Diſper- 
ſer of Virtues, and the Exterminator of all 
Good. Ingratitude is a burning Gale, which 
dries up the very Spring of Piety, the Dew of 
Mercy, and the Stream of Grace. Thus St. 
Bernard. 
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"CHAP. L 


Of our Lord's Retreat from the Temple to 
hide himſelf when the Jews would have 


ſtoned him, 

WHEN our Lord Jeſus was one Day 

preaching in the Temple, and ſaying, 
among other things: Fam one keeps my Word, 
be ſhall never taſte Death. The Jews anſwer'd 
him: Jou are then greater than our Father A- 
braham who died. To which our Saviour an- 
ſwer'd: Before Abraham was made, I am. 
Which the Jews taking for an Impoſſibility and 
an Untruth, they took Stones, to ſtone him. 
But he hid himſelf, and retired out of the Tem- 
ple. For as yet the Hour of his Paſſion was 
not come. Behold then with concern, how the 
Lord of all is contemptuouſly treated by his vile 
unworthy Creatures, and how meekly he gives 
Way to their Fury, retreats amidſt the Croud, 
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and with his Diſciples patiently, and modeſtly 
withdraws from the Effects of their Rage, like 
the weakeſt among them. 


i 


SN 


CH AF. 31 


Of the Jews ſeeking another time to ſtone 
| im, 


NOTHER Time, at the Feaſt of the 
Dedication, our Lord being in Solomon's 
Porch was ſurrounded by theſe ravenous 
Wolves, 'who grinning with their Teeth faid, 
If thou art Chriſt tell us openly. To whom the 
moſt meek and patient Lamb of God anſwer'd 
humbly, I tell you ſo ; but you do not believe me. 
Behold here then this affecting Scene. He 
ſpeaks to them with humble Affability, and they 
with brutal Noiſe and Fury diſturb and moleſt 
him: And at length, not able to contain the 
Venom in their Breaſts, take Stones to throw at 
him. Nevertheleſs our Lord ſpoke to them in 
engaging Words, ſaying, I have done many good 
things before you, for which of them is it that you 
would ſtone me? Becauſe, ſay they, you being 4 
Man, would make yourſelf a God. Obſerve ther 
unaccountable Stupidity. They would know 
whether he is Chri/t, and when he proves it to 
them by Word and Actions they want to ſtone 
him, without being able to produce one excuſe 
why they can not or ought not to believe him 
to 


ke 
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to be what he really is. But as his Hour was 
not yet come he, got ſafe out of their Hands, 
and retir*d to that Part of Jordan where John had 
baptiſed, which 1s diſtant from Feru/alem about 
eighteen Miles. Behold then our Saviour, and 
conſider him and his Diſciples under this AMic- 
tion, and mentally campaſſionate them with all 
the Tenderneſs you are Maſter of. 


eee 


CHAP. LIL. 
Of the Raiſing of Lazarus. 


HIS Miracle is a famous One, very ſo- 
lemn and worthy to be meditated on with 
utmoſt Devotion : Wherefore endeayour to ren- 
der yourſelf as preſent in Mind to all that is here 
laid, as if you had actually been bye, when it hap- 
pen'd : And freely converſe not only with our 
Lord Feſus and his Diſciples, but with all this 
blefled Family, ſo devoted to, and beloved by 
our Lord, that is, Lazarus, Mary, and Mar- 
tha, Lazarus therefore being dangerouſly ill, 
and at the Point of Death, his Siſters who were 
very intimate with Chriſt ſent to him, to the 
Place whither he had retreated beyond Jordan, as 
aforeſaid, ſaying, Our Brother Lazarus whom 
you love is fick. They ſent him no farther Meſ- 
lage, either becauſe they thought That ſufficient 
to a Friend, and an underſtanding One; or elſe 
becauſe they dared not invite him, knowing thee 
| e 
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the Chiefs of the Jews were laying Snares for 
him, and his Life. Our Lord Jeſus hearing 
the News, remain'd Silent for two Days, and 
then among other things ſaid to his Diſciples, 
Lazarus is dead, and I rejoice for your Sakes that 
T was not there. Obſerve the Goodneſs, Love, 
and Diligence of our Lord with Relation to his 
Diſciples. They return'd then, and came near 
Bethany, Martha as ſoon as ſhe was informed 
of it ran to meet him, and falling at his Feet, 
faid, Lord, if you had been here, my Brother had 
not died. Our Lord anſwer'd, that he ſhould 
ariſe, and thence they began to talk of the Re- 
ſurrection. Then he ſent her for Mary, whom 
our Lord had a ſpecial Love for; who no ſooner 
knew of it, then ſhe aroſe, and came to him 
with Haſte, and falling at his Feet ſaid the ſame 
thing. Our Lord ſeeing his Beloved afflicted, 
and in Tears, could not refrain from Tears him- 
ſelf: But wept with her. Behold him then 
with the devout Women and his Diſciples 
weeping : And be moved with the Tendernels 
of the affecting Scene. After a while our Lord 
ask'd them: Where have you put him? Not 
that he did not know ; but becauſe as he was 
talking to human Creatures he ſpoke to them 
in a human Manner. They anſwer'd him, Lord 
come and ſee, and they led him to the Sepul- 
chre. Whither he proceeded between the two 
devout Females, comforting and condoling with 
them till they were ſo corifoled as almoſt to 
forget and drown all Senfations of Grief in their 
Attention to him. 

When our Lord arrived at the Monument, 
he commanded the Stone to be removed, which 
Martha would have diſſwaded him from * 
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That the Corps muſt ſmell ſtrong having been 
four Days dead. But our Lord would have the 
Stone removed. Which done our Lord Jeſus, 
lifting up his Eyes towards Heaven, faid : I 
give thee thanks, Father, that thou haſt heard 
me; I knew indeed that you aways hear me: But 
I ſpeak on the Account of theſe, that they may 
now that thou haſt ſent me. Behold him then, 
devout Reader, behold him thus praying, and 
confider his great Zeal for the Salvation of Souls. 
After this he cried out with a loud Voice, fay- 
ing, Lazarus come forth. And he ftrait came 
to Life, and ſtarted forth of the Tomb, but tied 
23 he was when buried. But the Diſciples un- 
ted him, by Chri/*'s Direction. Lazarus when 
he was untied, and with him his Siſters kneel'd 
down, and return'd thanks to Feſus for ſo great a 
Benefit : After which they conducted him Home. 
All who were preſent were extremely aftoniſh'd 
at what they ſaw, and made it fo publick 
that Multitudes from Jeruſalem and all Parts 
ame to ſee Lazarus. Inſomuch that the 
Princes of the Jews, thinking themſelves con- 
founded, form'd Defigns againſt his Life. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LIE. 
Of Chriſt's Cur/ing the Fig- tree. 


HOUGH according to hiftorical Nar- 
ration the Curſe of the Fig-tree, and the 
P ing of the Adultereſs in the Temple, 
be thought Poſterior to Chriſ's Arrival in Jeru- 
ſalem, yet as it ſeems moſt proper, after that 
Arrival, to employ our Meditations wholly on 
the Paſſion, and the Circumſtances relating to 
it, I have therefore prepoſed theſe two Facts in 
this Place. As then our Lord Jeſus was going 
towards Jeruſalem he was Hungry, and faw a 
Fig-tree very beautifully adorn'd with Branches 
and Foliage. Coming therefore nigh he beheld 
it more cloſely, and finding no Fruits on it, he 
curſed it; and it wither'd to the great Surptiſe 
of his Diſciples. This was myſtically done by 
our Saviour, who knew it to be a time not pro- 
per for ſuch Prees to bear. And he did it to 
ſignify the Curſe attending on Hypocrites and 
uacious Perſons, who are like well orna- 
mented Trees without Fruit. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. 'LIF, 


Of the Woman caught in Adultery. 


H E perverſe Phariſees and Princes of the 

Fews were perpetually watching, and ſtu- 
diouſly contriving how to ſurpriſe Chriſt by their 
Frauds and Wiles, and render him odious to the 
People. But their Arrows were turn'd upon 
themſelves. As therefore a Woman had- been 
caught in Adultery, and was to be ſtoned ac- 
cording to the Law; they brought her to him 
into the Temple to inquire of him, what ſhould 
be done with her : Which they did- to perplex 
him, that if he ſhould dire& the Law to be ful- 
filbd, they might caſt upon him the odious Im- 
putation of Cruelty and Want of Mercy: Or of 
Injuſtice, if he ſhould offer to skreen her from 
the Law. But our All-wiſe Saviour ſeeing, 


ind willing to avoid the Snare, humbly ſtoop'd 


down, and wrote with his Finger -on the 
Ground: And the Gloſs tells us, that what he 
wrote was the Sins of the Accuſers. And this 
Writing was of ſuch Efficacy that every one 


was able to read his own Sins there. So that. 


when our Lord Tais'd himſelf again, and ſaid to 
them, Let him among you who is without Sin 
throw the firſt Stone, they parted aftoniſh'd and 
confounded. Though Chrift when he had pro- 
nounced the Sentence was gracious enough to 
ſtoop again, for the Sake of his envious Adver- 
faries to ſave them from Confuſion. And thus 
did their Craft evaporate and come” to nothing. 
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After her Accuſers were gone, our Lord ad. 
moniſh'd the Woman and diſmiſs'd her. Con- 
template then our divine Redeemer in all theſe 
Circumſtances according to the Rule I have pre: 
ſcribed to you in the Beginning of this Work, 
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, | mm: 

Of the Conſpiration of the Jews ag 
Chriſt, and of bis Flight into the City if; 
Ephraim. | „ 
a} als 2 81 L 

HE Time approaching when our Lord de 

[ Jeſus deſign'd to work our Redemption F] 
by the Effuſion of his precious Blood, the De hi 
vil arm'd his Miniſters, and 'd the Mall yi 
lice of their Hearts againſt him, even to Death De 
and the Works of our Lord, eſpecially pe 


the Raiſing of Lazarus, but incenſed them the 
more to Envy and e. Whence able n 
longer to contain their the High Preti 
and Phariſees held a Council in which Caiphu 
prophecying, they deliberated, to kill the moſ 
innocent Lamb of God. Oh wicked Counci 
Oh n Guides of the People, and ev 
Counſellors! Wretches what are you doing 
To what Exceſs does your Frenzy tranſpo 
you? What a Sentence is this? Where is the 
Occaſion for your murdering the Lord you 
God? Is he not in the Midſt of you, thoug 
you know him not, ſearching your * and 

carts 
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Hearts? But thus is it expedient that it ſhould 
be done as ye have deſired. His heavenly Fa- 
ther has deliver'd him up into your Hands, by 
you he is to be put to Death, but, alas, his 
Death ſhall not prove expedient to you. He 
ndeed ſhall die and riſe again to faye his People; 
but you ſhall periſh from among his People. 
This Reſolution of the Council was made 
Public, and our Lord was acquainted with it, 
but his Wiſdom willing to give Way to their 
Wrath, eſpecially as every thing not com- 
pleatly fulfill'd concerning him, he went to that 
Side of the Country nigh the Deſert to the City of 
Lobraim: Thus flies the humble Lord of the 
higheſt Heavens before the Face of his moſt 
viz and abje& Servants. Contemplate here our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt and his Diſciples under the 
feiterated Affliction of a painful and neceſſitous 
Fight. Meditate likewiſe how our bleſſed Lady 
his immaculate Mother, and her Siſters remain'd 
with the Magdalen, whom our Lord before his 
Departure confoles with the Promiſe of his 
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CHAP. LVI. 


How our Lord return'd to Bethania, where 
Mary Magdalen anointed his Feet, 


S we have ſeen above that our Lord 7ejus 
for our Inſtruction uſed Prudence in re- 
treating from Danger, to ſhew us, that accord - 
ing to Exigence of Time and Place we ought to 


decline with all lawful Caution the Fury of Per- 


ſecutors : So now he makes Uſe of Fortitude, 
returning of his own Accord when the due 
Time approaches, that he may meet his Paſſion, 
and deliyer himſelf up into the Hands of his 
Perſecutors. And as before he made Uſe of 
Temperance when he declined theMultitude who 
ſought to make him King; now he exerts hs 
Juſtice when he prepares to demand the Ho- 
nours of a King, and that the People ftrew 
Branches of Palm and Olive before. Though 
how modeſtly does he receive this Honour fit- 
ting humbly on an Aſs! Our divine Maſter 
made uſe here particularly of theſe four Virtues 
Prudence, Juſtice, Fortitude, and Tem ce 
for our Inſtruction, __ They are calld Garda 
Virtues, that is, as it were, principal Virtues, 
becauſe from them all other moral Virtues flow. 

Our Lord then on the Sabbath-Day before 
his Triumph of Palms, return'd to Betbanis, 
about two Miles from Ferufalem, where a Sup- 
per was prepared for him at the Houſe of &. 
mon the Leper, where were preſent Lazarus 
Martha, and Mary. "Twas at that time Ms 
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pour'd on the Head of Jes a Pound of preci- 
ous Ointment, and anainted his Head, and 
Feet, And what fas) candid the: fa 
Houſe out of Contrition ſhe now reiterates out 
of Devotion, For ſhe loved him above all 
things, and could never be ſatiated with ho- 
nouring him. 

But the Traitor Judas thought much of this, 
and murmur'd at it : When our Saviour an- 
ſwer'd for her, and defended her vigorouſly. 


Nevertheleſs the Traitor remain'd fo greatly of- 


fended at it that he from thence took Occafion 
to betray him, and on the Wedneſday following 
fold him for thirty Pieces of Silver, Behold 
our divine Saviour then here ſupping with his 
Friends, and with them for the few 
temaining Days till his Paſſion. But chiefly in 
the Houſe of Lazarus and his Siſters for that 
was his uſual Refuge: There he eat by Day, 
and there he repoſed by Night with his Diſci- 
les. 
There likewiſe our bleſſed Lady with his Si- 
ſters repoſed, whom this devout Family, and 
chiefly Magdalen honour'd, reverenced, and 
attended, with Canſtancy and Affection. Be- 
hold then this immaculate Virgin - Mother ſtruck 
with Exceſs of Fear for her dearly beloved Son, 
from whom ſhe never was apart any more than 
was abſolutely Neceſſary. hen our Lord in 
defending the Magdalen from the Traitor's Mur- 
murings, ſaid, pouring this Ointment on 
Body, ſhe has done it for my — ink 
you not that theſe Words like a a 
the Soul of the bleſſed Mother ? For Tn could 
he ſay more expreſs to foretell his Death? So all 
| 2 were 
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were ſtruck with Fear; and, full of anxious di. 


ſturbing Thoughts, talking to each other like 


| Perſons in the utmoſt Confuſion of Adverfity, 


none knew what Advice to give or what to take: 


And all were in the utmoſt Terrors whenever he 
went to Feruſalem, which however he did every 


Day. For from this Saturday to the Day of his 


laſt Supper he ſaid many things to the Fews, and 


wrought wonders openly in Feruſalem, all which 
paſs in Silence, except his Riding on 


For we are now on the Verge of his Paſſion. 
See then, devout Reader, that you ſummon 
all your Recollection, that nothing may diſtract 
or divert you from the ſolemn Myſteries which 
preceed or attend his Paſſion: But be watchful 
and attentive to the Whole and every Circum- 
ſtance of it to reap the Benefit, he deſigns you by 
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C HAP. LVII. 


How our Lord Jeſus came to Jeruſalem, on 
Palm-Sunday, riding upon an Aſs. 


Yſteries were daily wrought, and the 
Scriptures fulfill'd, by our Lord Jeſus, 
and the Time drawing nigh, he was deſirous of 
redeeming Mankind through the bitter Paſſion 
of his ſacred Humanity. Wherefore on the 
next Sunday, very early in the Morning, he pre- 
pared to go to Jeruſalem in a Manner he 
had never gone before, that he might fulfill the 
Words of the Prophet which were written to 
that Purpoſe. 
When his bleſſed Mother found that he was 


reſoly*d to depart, ſhe endeavour'd earneſtly to 
perſwade him from it, and with tender Affec- 


ton faid : My beloved Son whither will you go? 
Why will you go among thoſe whom you know 
conſpire againſt you, and ſeek to kill you? I 
beſeech you therefore not to go among them. 
And his Diſciples and St. Mary Magdalen in 
the fame Manner entreated him, and beſeech'd 
him to ſtay : Go not among them, O Lord 
(ay they) we pray you, fince you know they 
ſeek your Death, and if you throw yourſelf 
nto their Hands this Day, they will ſecure you, 
and execute their wicked Purpoſe. Oh, how 


incerely did they love him, and how ſenfibly 


vere they affected at the Apprehenſion of 
Thing that might hurt him. But he who 
Q 3 thirſted 
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thirſted after the Salvation of Man had diſpos'd it 
otherwiſe, wherefore he ſaid : Tis the Will of my 
Father that I go, come ye alſo, fear not, for he 
will protect us, and this Night we ſhall return hi- 
ther without Hurt. And immediately he et 
out for his Journey, and that fmall but faithful 
Company follow'd him. 

When he came to a certain Place in the Way, 
which was call'd Bethphage, he ſent two of his 
Diſciples into the City of Feruſalem, and bid 
them fetch him an Aſs and her Foal, that were 
tied in the Highway, for the Uſe of ſuch poor 
People who had no Beaſts of their own. When 
they were brought, the Diſciples Jaid their 
Cloaths upon them, and our Saviour meekly ſet 
himſelf upon the Aſs, and riding in that hum- 
ble Manner came into the City of Feruſalen, 
Conſider him here attentively, and behold how 
in this, he reproves the Pomp and Glory of 
worldly Vanity. The Beaſt he rid on was not 
deck'd with rich Furniture, but inſtead of 
golden Trappings, wrought Saddles, and curi- 
ous Bridles, all the Ornament conſiſted in poor 
Cloaths, hempen Cords and Halters, though he 
was the King of Minges, and Lord of Lords. Now 
when the People heard of his coming, through 
the Fame of raifing Lazarus from the Dead, 
they went out to meet him, and received him 
as a King with joyful Hymns and Songs; and 
Mewing great Tokens of Gladneſs for his coming 
they ftrew the Ways with the Boughs and 
Branches of the Trees, and ſpread their Cloaths Ru 
under his Aſs's Feet as he paſs'd. — 

But notwithſtanding this, he mingled Tears 
with their Joy, for when he beheld the mM 
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he wept over it, ſaying : If thou had'ſt known, 
&c. 

It is manifeſt in Scripture, that our Lord 
Jeſus wept three different Times. Once at the 
Death of Lazarus, to ſhew the wretched State 
of Mankind, who incur'd the Pain of Death 
through the Offence of our firſt Parents. Se- 
condly, He wept on this Day, for the Blindneſs 
and Ignorance of Men, and namely for the 
People of Feruſalem, who would not know the 
Time of their gracious Viſitation. Thirdly, He 

t in his Paſſion, in beholding the Malice 
and Perverfity of Man's Heart, and conſidering 
that his Paſſion being ſufficient for the Redemp- 
tion of all the World, yet many would not 
partake of it. Concerning this laſt Weeping, 
St, Paul to the Hebrews, ſays thus, ſpeaking 
of the Time of his Paſſion : Who with a ſtrong 
Cry, --- and Tears was heard for his Reverence, 
Heb. v. We are taught then from ſacred Text, 
That Chriſt wept theſe three Times. But the 
holy Church relates that he wept a fourth 
Time, that is, in his tender Infancy, and there- 
fore ſhe ſings : The tender Infant, as he lies in 
the cold Manger, ſhakes and cries. This he 
did to conceal from the Devil the Myſtery of 
his Incarnation, 0 NE 

Now our Lord Jeſus weeping on this Day 
ſo abundantly over 8 with ſo ſor- 
rowful a Heart, both for the eternal Damna- 
tion, and alſo for the temporal Deſtruction and 
Ruin of their City, his haly Mother with all 
the Apoſtles could not contain themſelves from 
weeping. 
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Thus rideth our Lord upon that humble 
Beaſt, having inſtead of Princes, Nobles, and 
Barons, his poor Diſciples about him, together 
with his Mother and ſome other devout Women, 
who both with Fear and Reverence, devoutly 
follow'd him. He enter'd the City in Tri. 
umph, being honour'd by all the People, whoſe 
Shouts and Acelamations put the whole City 
in great Commotion. Our Lord went firſt 
into the Temple, and a fecond Time caſt out 
the Buyers, and Sellers. He ſtood there open- 
ly in the Temple, preaching and anſwering the 
Queſtions of the Scribes and Phariſees all the 
Day, till it drew towards Night. But not- 
withftanding the great Honour which before 
they had done him, yet they permitted him 
and his Diſciples to remain the whole Day faſt- 
ing, their being none among them that invited 
him to eat or drink. And when Night was 
come, he went with his Diſciples to his homely 
Lodging at Bethany, departing privately from 
the City with his ſmall Company, who in the 
Morning had enter'd publickly with fo great 
Honour. Hence may we learn how little Re- 
gard is to be had to worldly Honour, which 
laſteth ſo ſhort a Time, and ſo ſlightly vaniſh- 
eth away. 
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CHAP. LVIIL. 


What our Lord Jeſus did from Palm-Sun- 
day to the Thurſday following. 


UR Lord Jeſus, the Fountain of all Cha- 
rity, deſirous to expreſs both in Word 
and Deed his perfect Charity he bore as well to 
his Enemies as to his Friends, to the End that 
no Man ſhould be loſt but all might be ſaved, 
when it drew now towards the End of his Life 
and the Time of bis Paſſion was near at Hand, 
he labour'd diligently both in teaching and 
preaching the Goſpel continually to the People, 
eſpeciall on thoſe three Days, that is, on Palm- 
Sunday, and on the Monday and Tueſday follow- 
ing. On which Days he came very early in the 
Morning into the Temple and preach'd unto, 
and taught the People, and diſputed with the 
dcribes and Phariſees, anſwering their ſubtle 
Queſtions by which they ſought to entrap him, 
in this Manner was he bufied for thoſe three 
Days from Morning till Night. 

But as it would be too long to treat in par- 
ticular of all that paſs'd, during that Time, be- 
tween our blefſed Saviour and the Jetos, it be- 
ing alſo foreign to the Paſſion which we are 
now to ſpeak of, therefore paſſing over all the 
Examples and Parables he made uſe of to re- 
prove and convince them, we will ſpecially 
conſider how the chief Prieſts and Phariſees 
perceiving the People to be well * 

' O 
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wards him, and fearing to execute their Malice b. 
againſt him openly, they privately and ſubtlely MW |, 
conſpired together how they might take him WW 
in his Words, and accuſe him of ſaying ſome. 
thing againſt their Law, or againſt paying W 
the Tribute due to Cæſar, and thence condemn p 
him as worthy of Death. But our Lord, to i p- 
whom the Secrets of all Mens Hearts are open, MW 
knowing their Treachery and Malice, anſwerd Wl ; 
them ſo wiſely that they were diſappointed in W w 
their Purpoſe 3 and were ſo much confounded WM ff 
that they durſt not aſk him any more Queſtions, ¶ ſu 
And then he ſeverely reproved the Pride, the WM th 
Hypocriſy, the Covetouſneſs, and many WM i 
other wicked Practices of the Scribes and Pha- tis 
riſees, ſaying to them in theſe Words: Wo be Y ſe 
to you Scribes and Phariſees who love, and ſeet Ml v. 
after worldy Glory: Thus he proceeded, many Pr 
Ways rebuking their evil Lives and Wickednels : W th 
Yet nevertheleſs he commanded the People to MW of 
hear and fulfill their Doctrince, but not to follow MW th 
their wicked Example. At Length he re- fe 
their great Ingratitude and Unkindneſs W va 
towards him, and eſpecially that of the City Wl Cc 
of Feruſalem, inaſmuch as he was often defirous I ha 
to have gather'd them under his Wings, even WW me 
as a Hen doth her Chickens, but they would I anc 
not, wherefore he foretold them of their De- ho 
ſtruction both temporal and eternal, and thu 
he left them and went out of the Temple; and anc 
with his Diſciples, and many others of the wh 
Jews that believed in him, went to Mount Oli. ¶ ble 
vet, where he taught them, how to prepare fo no, 
their latter End, and farther told them of the Da 
Day of Judgment, in which the Good —_ arn 
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be placed at the Right-Hand of God in ever- 
lafting Life, and the Wicked on the Left- 
Hand in perpetual Miſery and Torment. 

Thus ended our Lord his public Preachin 
to the Jews on the Tueſday Night before his 
Paſſion, after which he ſaid to his Diſciples in 

rivate : Know ye that after two Days the Son of 
Man thall be betray'd into the Hands of Sinners 
to be crucified. Oh what a ſorrowful Speech 
was this to all his faithful Followers : But the 
falſe Traitor Judas was glad to hear it, con- 
ſulting within his Heart, by the Inſtigation of 
the Devil, who had enter*d into him, how or 
in what Manner, by his Death, he might fa- 
tsfy his Covetouſneſs. For which Purpoſe he 
ſept not that Night, but early on the — 
which was Wedneſday Morning, when the chief 
Priefts and Scribes were aſſembled together in 
the Houſe of Caiphas, Judas went to them, and 
offer d, for a Reward, to deliver him unto 
them. Wherefore they being glad of the Of. 
fer appointed him Thirty Pence : And thus 
was the Death of our Redeemer effected thro? 
Coveteouſneſs, Treachery, and Malice. Hence 
had that wicked Traitor the Price of the Oint- 
ment, which before he had murmur'd at as loſt, 
and from that Time he ſought an Opportunity 
how he might him. 

This was the wicked Practice of curſed Judas, 
and the Fews on the Wedneſday following. But 
what may we imagine did our Lord Jeſus and his 
bleſſed Company ? He went not into Zeru/alem, 
nor appear'd publickly among the Fews that 
Day, but ſpent his whole Time in Prayer, and 
am'd himlelf for the Redemption of — 

W. 
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which he came to accompliſh, praying not only 
for his Friends that believed in him and loved 
him, but alſo for his profeſs'd Enemies, fulfil- 
ling now in himſelf the holy Perfection of Cha- 
rity, which before he had taught his Diſciples, 
in bidding them to pray for their Enemies, and Of 
for thoſe that ſhould proſecute and hate them. | 
Our Lord Jeſus knowing the Malice of JA 
das his wicked Traitor, and alſo how the Fews 
were bent againſt him, he pray'd to his hea- 
venly Father for them. And as it was the V 
laſt Day that he was to dwell and converſe Mie 
ſo familiarly with his holy Mother and his A- Nod 
poſtles, he comforted. them with his holy 
Word, as he was wont to do, but he did it the 
more eſpecially now, to ſtrengthen them againſt 
the great Sorrows they were to ſuffer at his 
Paſſion. And he comforted his bleſſed Mo- 
ther and St. Mary Magdalen in a more parti 
cular Manner, who continually thirited to 
drink in the Fountain of his holy Grace, of 
which may he, of his infinite Bounty and 
Love, make us all Partakers. Amen. 
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CHAP: ELEC 


Of our Lord's Supper the Night before his 
Paſſion, and of many Circumſtances be- 
longing to it. 


HEN the Time was come in which our 
Lord Feſus had diſpoſed all. Things for 
the Working the Salvation of his People, and 
redeeming them, not with corruptible Gold or 
Aver, but with his moſt precious Blood: Before 
ie departed, by Death, from his Apoſtles, he 
would firſt make them a memorable Supper 
which might ſerve them for a future Token, 
ud might fulfill thoſe Myſteries which till then 
tad not been fulfilled. 
This Supper was truly magnificent, and the 
Things very wonderful and great which our 
vrd Feſus wrought there for you. Concern- 
hg which, Four Things chiefly occur which are 
moſt worthy your devout Meditation. Firſt, 
he Supper itſelf. Secondly, His waſhing the 
feet of his Diſciples. - Thirdly, The Inſtitution 
if the Sacrament of his bleſſed Body and Blood. 
ind Fourthly, The Compoſition of a beautiful 
mon by our Lord Jeſus. All which we will 
rat of in their proper Order. 
Firſt then conſider, how Peter and Jabn 
ere ſent by our Lord, to a certain Friend on 
Mount Sion, where there was a large Room, 
o prepare the Paſche. Our Lord himſelf with 
de reſt of his Diſciples enter d the City on 
Thurſday 
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Thurſday when the Day was almoſt ſpent, and 
repair d to the fame Place. Behold him then, 
pious Reader, ſtanding amidft his Apoſtles, ar 
diſcourſing on heavenly Subjects, while in the 
mean Time the Paſche was preparing by ſome 
of the Seventy two Diſciples. When all Thin 
were ready, the beloved St. Fobn, who was 
moſt familiar with our Lord, and who was dil. 
gent in ſeeing that Things ſhould be in Order, 
came to him and ſaid: Lord, when it pleaſet 
you to ſup, all Things are ready. Wherefon 
our bleſſed Saviour with his twelve Apoſtle 
went up: And Fohn went always next to him 
for there was none who loved him more truly 
or that was more beloved by him agan 
For when he was taken he followed him, wh 
the reſt fled, and was preſent at his Death and 
Paſſion, and after his Death he departed nol 
from him till he ſaw him buried, therefore at 
this Supper he fat neareſt unto him, although h 
was younger than any of the reſt. 

When our Lord Feſus with his twelve Ape 
ſtles came to the Table, he firſt devoutly gan 
Thanks, then the Paſchal Lamb being brought h 
bleſſed it, and they all fat down, and Jabn ner 
unto Feſus. The Table was a Board on tit 
Ground, being four-ſquare, and made of dive 
Boards join'd together, and as they ſay, wit 
have ſeen the fame at Rome, in the Church 
St. John Lateren, it has à Square at each Cor 
ner ſufficient to contain three People, one: 
each Right-angle, the Fourth being one with ti 
main Square of the Table, ſo that the Diſcpte 
Fitting at each Square, and our Lord amoni 
them, they might reach into the main — 
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the Midſt of them, and all eat out of one Diſh, 
s appeareth when he ſaid: He that putteth bis 
Hand in the Diſh with me, be it is that fhall be- 
tray me. Thus far may we imagine of their 
it fitting down to the Board. But we muft 
farther obſerve, that when they began to eat of 
the Paſchal Lamb, they all aroſe and ſtood up- 
nght, holding their Staves in their Hands, ac- 
cording to the Law of Moſes, which our Lord 
Jeſus came to accompliſh. Nevertheleſs, tho? 
they ſtood then, yet they afterwards fat down 
ain, as the Goſpel tells us, otherwiſe St. John 
could not have reſted his Head upon our Savi- 
our's Breaſt, as the Scripture faith he did. 

When the Paſchal Lamb was brought to the 
Table, being roaſted, according to the Law of 
Moſes, our Lord Jeſus who was the true Lamb 
of God without any Blemiſh of Sin, fitting a- 
mong them as he that chiefly miniſter*d and 
erw d the reft; took the Lamb into his bleſſed 
Hands, divided it, and gave it to his Dif- 
ciples, and bid them to eat it joyfully. But tho? 
they eat as he had bid them ; yet they could not 
be very chearful, being aw'd by a Dread, leſt any 
Thing ſhould farther happen to their divine Maſter 
W contrary to their Expectation. And were 


wen eating, he began openly to relate to them the ſor- 
JJ rowful Subject of his Paſſion, which was then to 
come to pais: And among other Things, he faid : 


have defired to eat this Paſchat Lamb with you 
ere I ſuffer, ILuke:xxii. For verily I ſay unto 
| (88 ou, That one of you. ſpall betray me. Mat. xcvi, 
: — Words of our bleſſed Lord reached the 

5 ls of te Apoſtles, and lilce a ſharp- pointed 
| cating, 
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eating, and looking with Sorrow upon one ano- 
ther, at length, after a while, they faid : Lord, 
is it 1? Here we have a Subject of great 
Compaſſion, both in Regard to our bleſſed Lord 
and his holy Diſciples, who were doubtleſs 
filled with all poſſible Grief and Affliction. But 
Judas the Traitor continued ſtill eating, as if 
the Word betray ſeem'd in no Manner to apper- 
tain unto him. St. Fobhn however, at the Im- 
portunities of St. Peter, aſk*'d him, faying : 
Lord, who is it that hall betray thee ? And 
our Lord privately reveal'd it to him, as to his 
ſingularly beloved, and moſt familiar Diſciple. 
St, John being much aſtoniſh'd, was inwardly 
terced to the Heart with Grief, and turning 
imſelf towards Jeſus, he laid his Head upon 
his ſacred Breaſt. Here behold the great Be- 
nignity of, our Lord Feſus who thus familirly 
permits his beloved Diſciple.St. John to recline 
nd reſt himſelf on his Breaſt. * Oh how tender- 
ly did they love each other ? This was a ſweet 
Place of Reſt to St. Jabn, and moſt profitable 
to all Chriſtians : Conſider likewiſe how the 
other Diſciples fit ſorrowful, and eat not, be- 
ing troubled with inward Grief at the Words he 
had ſpoke to them, that is, that he ſhould be 
betray'd by one of their Company, wherefore 
they look'd ſorrowful on each other, as not 
knowing what Remedy to apply to bring them 
Comfort in this Caſe. And thus much may 
ſuffice at preſent for the firſt Point in Relation 
to this corporal Supper, and Conſummation of 
the Law by eating x wh Paſchal Lamb. 
k u the ſecond Point which is the 
Waſhing of the Diſciples Feet, you are r 
' [ 
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„bat after the Supper was over our Lord Jeſus 
„ toſe up from the Table, and the Diſciples with 
t m, not knowing what he was then to do, or 
d Wl vhether he was going. He went down with 


them however into another Room, beneath 
that in which they had ſupp'd, as they telate 


who have ſeeti the Place, there he bid them fit 
hs Cloaths, and having bound himſelf round 
done Baſon, and ſet it before St. Peter's Feet, 


being greatly aſtoniſh'd at what his Lord was 
wing. to do, abſolutely declined, and refuſed. 


Lord, and that he ſhould have no Part in his 
Glory if he permitted him not to do it, he 
tumbly conſented and ſubmitted to his divine 
Here now, pious Reader, let us devoutly 
conſider. the humble Works of our Lord Feſus, 
nd be diligently attentive to all that follows, 
t being a Subject of great Wonder and Specula- 
don: For what a Sight was it to behold the 

King of Heaven and the Lord of all Maj 
tumbly;ſtooping himſelf to, and kneeling down 
it the Feet of poor Fiſhermen who were fitting, 
v behold him, waſhing their Feet, wiping them 
mth a. Towel; and devoutly kiſſing them? 
And what much more exalts his Humility is to 
hold him performing this mean Offiee to Judas 
the Traitor; Who was to betray and ſell him. Oh 
perverſe;and wieked Wretch! Oh hard and cruel 
Heart, more harden'd then the Stone, and 
hore impenetrable than the Diamond: which is 
that Neither moved at ſo * Humility, nor melteth 
or 


down, and calling for Water, ſtript himſelf of 
vith a linnen Cloth he pour'd Water into a 
and then he knee'd down to waſh them. Peter, 


lim. But when he heard the Threats of our 


: is 


rity, and who trembleth not with 
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or becomes ſoft with the Heat of ＋ N Cha- 
| | ear at the 
Preſence' of fo high a Majeſty on his Knees be- 
fore thee, but on the contrary you perſiſt ſtil 
in your wicked Deſign of betraying'and ſeekin 
the Deſtruction of him who is Innocence "ſelf 


and whoſe Bounty and ineffable Goodneſs you 


experience even to the laſt; But wo to thee, oh 
wretch, thou ftill remaining inflexible, will in- 
fallibly bring forth what thou -haſt moſt exe- 
crably conceived, and in the End not he but 
thou ſhalt periſh! *Tis undoubtedly a Subje& 
of great Surpriſe to conſider the in Boun- 
ty and Meckneſs of our Lord J u, and to fe 
the notorious' Obſtinacy and - Malice of the 
wieked”Fraitor Fudas. 1 OOO 
When this Ceremony was ended, he again 
returned to the ſame Place where he had ſupp'd, 
where all being ſeated as before, he began to 
exhort them all to imitate the Example he had 
given them. Wherefore we may here contem- 
plate how our Lord Jeſus ' Chriſt left us this 
Night of his Paſſion an Example of Five ſub- 
lime 'Vittues; that is, of Humility, as we 
have ſeen in his waſhing” of his Diſciples Feet; 
of Charity, in the Inſtitution of the adorable 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood, and in the 
Sermon he then made which is full of charitable 
Admonitions; of Patience, in bearing with hus 
wicked Traitor, and ſuffering many Reproaches 
when he was taken and led as a Thief to Judg. 
ment; of Obedience, in going to ſuffer, and 
meeting an approbrious Death to fulfill the Wil 


of his Father and of Prayer, by praying thret 
different Times in the Garden of Grilſemam 
45 1 y : 1191 Ih 32919 of 7 8 ; of 
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how devoutiy, how ay; 
our bleſſed Lord Feſus — the Sant 
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Let us then endeavour to imitate himꝰ in theſe 
Virtues 3 and hence proceed to a-Confideration 
of the the third Point, that is, of the Inſtitu- 
tion Fo the moſt adorable Sacrament of the Eu- 
chari 

And in teladlon to this, we cannot but with 
Aſtoniſhment behold that moſt beloved Conde- 
ſcendance and ſublime Charity with which he 
vouchſafed to give himſelf to us, ordaining that 
Sacrament as 4 Means whereby he might leave 
us that divine and heavenly: Food of his ſacret 
Body and Blood. 'Wherefore after he had waſh'd 
his Diſciples Feet, to ſhew them the endin . 
the Saerifices of the Old Law, and the 

- of the New Teſtament, and to barter. of 

6 our-only true Sacrifice, He took-Bread into 
his blefſed Hands, and lifting up 'his Eyes to 
his heavenly Father, he bleſſed it, and inſtituted 
the Saeranient of his Body, and giving it to his 
Diſciples, ſaid: Tate and eat; ' for this is 
Body which ball be deliver'd for vou. And 
the fame — — he took the Chalice 4 75 
Drink ye all this, for this is my Blood bib 
Pall be thr you; md for n in ube Remiſ+ 
mYion-of Si J. ng 


Body —.— 


the Bread into his 
with his — hoop it himſelf 
to that -beloved.and. holy Company; enjoining 


—— it as a Memotial of his Lewe, 


them 
Teng: Be in Remembrance of me: This is 


that ſweet ard precious Memorial-which tenders 
Man's Soul moſt nne 
| | N 2 a9 
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and wholly transform us into the Giver. For 
that took Fleſh and Blood, and was born of the 


Laſt Day 823 the Living and the 


who can either reward us with the Joys of the 


Bread, which is daily offer d to God the Father, 
and living God. Touching the fourth and laſt 
to his Diſciples a moſt beautiful Sermon, full of 
heavenly Sweetneſs, and of divine Love anc 
Sacrament, and amongſt the reſt alſo to hi 
mediately that curſed Traitor went to the Chi 
Prieſts, to whom he had fold: him on the Mei 
prehend and take kim. 
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as often as it is worthily received, and therefore 
the Conſideration of this moſt excellent Gift of 
Love ought to enflame our Souls with Love 


what could he have given us, more dear, more 
ſweet, and more precious than himſelf? He 
whom we receive in the Sacrament of the Al 
tar, is the ſelf-ſame Son of God Chriſt Jeſu, 


Virgin Mary, and ſuffer'd Death on the Cross 
for us, roſe the third Day from Death to Lite, 
aſcended up into Heaven, ſitteth at the Right 
hand of the Father, and ſhall come again at the 


ower is both Life and Death, 


Dead, in whoſe: 
who made both Heaven and -Hell, and finally, 


one or puniſh us with the eternal Pains of the 
other: He, the ſelf-ſame God and Man i 
contain'd in that ſmall Hoſt in the Form of 


He is our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Son of the eternal 
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Point to be confider'd, Let us now behold how 
this ſovereign Maſter after this Inſtution, mad: 


Charity. For having given to them that bleſſec 


wicked Traitor Judas, he ſaid to him: Tho 
. which thou do'ſt do it quickly, John xw. and im- 


ne/day before, and aſ d them for Help to ap 
1 Hort loc 3 72 
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In the mean Time he made the ſaid Sermon, 
which he 3 to his Diſciples, giving to 
them his Peace, and chiefly recommended to 
them three principal Virtues, above all others, 
that is to fay: Faith, Hope, and Charity. 
Which Charity he expreſſed in theſe Words, 
faying : I give you a new Commandment, which 
is, that you love one another, for by this ſhall all 
Men know that ye are my Diſciples if ye love one 
another. And again : If you love me keep my 
Commandments, And whoſoever loveth me, and 
lerpeth my Sayings, then ſhall my Father love 
bim, and we will come to him and dwell with 
bim. And in many other Places he particularly 
recommended to them this Charity, as a worthy 

which he would now bequeath to them 
in this his Laſt Will and Teſtament. 


Secondly, He eſtabliſhed them in Faith and 


confirm'd them more ſtrongly in the Belief of 
his Divinity, ſaying : Let not your Hearts be 
troubled, and fear ye not, as ye have believed in 
God, ſo believe in me alſo. Farther ſhewing 
them that the Father and he is one, and that 
tho* as Man he was leſs than his Father, yet 
he was equal with him as he was God ; and 
therefore he reprehended Philip who aſked him 
to ſhew them the Father, ſaying: That he 
who ſaw him ſaw the Father. And in the 
Concluſion of this Point, he faid :If ye believe not 
that I am in the Father, and the Father in-me, 
yet at leaſt believe me, for the Works that ye 


ll have ſeen me do, becauſe no other could do 


the Works which I have done. 

' Thirdly, He comforted them in Hope ma- 

ny Ways. And Firft, as, to the Effects of 
R 3 Prayer 
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Prayer he ſaid : I ye abide in me, and my Wards 


abide in you, whatever ye ask, it hall be given 
you. Again, he arm'd them in regard to all 
Manner of Fribulations, and the Contempt of 
the World, faying thus: If the World hate 
you; ye know that it hated me before you. 
'Fhus comforting their Hope with Patience in 
Time of Perſecution, by his own Example who 
was their Lord and Maſter. 

Laſtly, He fortified them left they ſhould 
difpair by Reaſon of his leaving them, telling 
them; that they ſhould conceive great Sorrow 
for his Abſence for a ſhort Time, in Regard to 
the Death he was to ſuffer, but that afterwards 
that Sorrow ſhould be changed into unſpeakable 
Joy; by Means of his glorious Neſutrection from 
Death, and his Aſtenſion to his Father, and 
by the Cbming of the Holy Ghoſt whom he 
would ſend to comfort them in all their Afflic- 
tions, and teach them all Truth. And he con- 
cluded with theſe Words, ſaying : All this 
have ſpoken to you, that ye might have Peace 
in rhe, jn the World you ſhall ſuffer much 
Sorrow and Affliction, but be of good Heart, 
for 1 have overcome the World; which 

was the ſame as to ſay, and ſo ſhall ye through 

y Grace; | 

After this our Lord Jeſus lifting up his Eyes 
towards Heaven, and addrefling himſelf to li 
Father, faid ; Father, keep them whom thou 
haſt given me. When I "was with them I kept 
them. But now I come tp thee. Holy F 
ther, for them do I pray: Not for the World, 
and not for them only do I pray, but for them 
alſo that by their Word ſhall * * 

Father 
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Father whom thou haſt given me, I will, that 
way I 5 OY. 165 may be with me, that 


— OP Theſe with many 
or. t moſt 2 2 . cing he ſpoke 


in * mage of his Difc 

images 2 ey, who loved bini 
9 SS: could poſi y bear to hear them 
without melting rief and Sorrow. And 


3 who whoever hath Grace deeply to exa- 


mine and dwell b devout Meditation upon the 


ſweet Doctrine of our bleſſed. Lord and Saviour, 
cannot but be inwardly kindled with his divine 
Love in beholding ſo great 55 ity, 
Goodneſs, and other things pleaſed to 
ſhew, this 97 1 of his b rel d Fah "Can. 
fider him white he ſpeaks, behold in how affa- 
ble, devout, and 2 2x 4p he imprints 
on the Hearts of his all he relates 
to them, and in ſome — eeds their Souls 
with the pleaſing Aſpect of his divine Counte- 
nance, Conſſder likewiſe the Diſciples how 
ſorrowful they ſtand to hear him, hanging down 
their Heads, fetching deep fighs, and bitterly 
weeping, being brimful of extreme Sorrow and 
Affliction, as Chriſt himſelf bears witneſs, ſay- 
ing: Becauſe I have ſpoke theſe things, ſorrow 
bath filld your Heart. And among the reſt 
confider St. Jobn, who above all the reſt 
was moſt familiar - with our bleſſed Lord, 
how attentively he beholds his beloved Mafter, 
and with a moſt tender Anxiouſneſs takes par- 
ticular Notice of every Word he ſays. 

At length, among other things which he 
ſpoke to them he faid : Ariſe, let us go hence 


Oh what Fear may we well imagine did then 


'4 ſeize 


d it 18 certainly ; 
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ſeize their Hearts, not knowing as yet whither, 
or in what Manner he would go, ſuſpectin 
greatly that the Time was now come, in whic 
they were to be ſeparated from him. They 
aroſe however and follow'd him, each ſtriving 
which ſhould be neareſt to him, and all flock- I C 
ing round him ..s the Chickens round the Hen, 
they croyded in upon him, firſt one and then 
another, though the earneft Deſire they had of 71 
being near him, and hearing his divine Doctrine: 
All which he, with great Patience and Benig- 
nity ſuffer d them to do. At laſt, having end- 
ed what he had to ſay to them, he brought 
them into a Garden on the other Side of the 
River Cedron, and there fixing himſelf in 
Prayer he waited for Judas the Traitor, and the 
reſt that were to apprehend him. As we ſhall 
fee in that which follows of his Paſſion, 


* 


12505 enter, a 
Ko it > a, 


Of the Paſſion of our Lord afar Chriſ iſt, 
and firſt of his Prayer in the Garden. 


-RYx- © - 9 Bron i cnt td 


I'S now time for us to enter upon the 
Subject of the Paſſion of our Lord Feſus. 
But whoever defires ta Glory in the Croſs and 
. WI Paſfion of Jeſus Chrift, muſt devoutly apply 
ht MW himſelf to the pious and frequent Meditation of 
he WJ it, the Myſteries of which, as well as every 
in other thing that was done relating to it, if they 
he II were truly confider'd with all the Attention of 
all W the Mind, would undoubtedly transform each 
Votary into a new Man. Wherefore, pious 
Reader, banifhing from your Heart all the vain 

and troubleſame Cares of this Life, and all 

Sorts of wandering and diſtracting Thoughts 
which may hinder your Attention, and dif 

the Tranquillity of your Soul, endeavour as far 
as poſſible to render yourſelf attentive as if pre- 

ſent at the diſmal Tragedy of this Sorrowfull, 
and bitter Paſſion. _ | 
And firſt then, behold (as is before mention'd) 

how our Lord Jeſus went over the River Ce- 

dron into a Garden whither he was often uſed to 

reſort with his Diſciples to pray. He took with 

him three of his moſt beloved Diſciples, Peter, 
James, and John, and telling them that his 

Heart was heavy and ſorrowful even unto Death, 

he bid them watch with him in Prayer. And 

then going about a Stone's caſt from them, and 

a PF tirowing kinalbif on his Knees, he made his de- 
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| vout and ankle Prayer to his Father. We 
read that he often pray'd thus: But he then 
pray'd for us, as our 4 pots but now he 


prayed for himſelf. H Compatien on hm 
ood admire his moſt — umili 

being God co- eternal and co- equal ith his Fa 
ther, forgets cm —_—_—_— ſo, and prays 


like Man, 1 humbly offering up Petitions to his 
Father, —— expreſſing rs moſt 
and r O ; * to him. "Bas wh 
does he pray for e to his heav 
Father, to take from him, 3 ſſible, 80 85 
ter Chalice of his appr bing Pa 
he might not die t tary th of the Croſs, 
51 could any Ways be agreeable to his divine 
But his = er was not heard in this, 
Ae he Faber _ have him to die, and 
would not ſpare him Bough ha era? and only 
Son, but thus delivers him us all. Fir 
ho Cad loved the World, "ah ee gave his only be. 
gotten Son. John iti. Our . Feſus there- 
fore ſubmitted to this Obedience, and faithfully 
fulfilled the divine Will of his Father. Conſider 
likewiſe the unſpeakable Charity both of the Fa. 
ther and the Son towards us. Twas for us 
that this Death was inflicted u him, and he 
ſuffer'd it through the Exceſs flo Love he. bote 
us. Wherefore our bleſſed Lord prays ſtill to 
his heavenly Father, ſaying : Moſt merciful and 
, gracious Father, full of ity and Compaſſion 
I beſeech thee to bear my Prayer, and deſpiſe ui 
, my Supplication : Attend unte me and hear mt. 
am ſorrewful in my Aſfittion ; my Soul 
is vexed within me, and my Heart, is fol 
bled. ———— Incline thine Ear towards ine, 10 


* to the Vaice of my fear, | 
t pleasd 


aſſion, and . 


a i T 
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pleas d thee, Oh heavenly Father, to ſend me 
nto this World to fatisfy 


1 for the Sin of Man 
committed againſt us, and prefently I was rea- 


dy to th Command, and faid : Lo ge: And 
[ have 


er declarid thy Word and Truth to 
them, an among them, in many Trou- 
bles from my Youth, fulfilliug thy Will in all 
thou haſt commanded me, and am. alſo ready to 
accompliſh to the utmoſt thoſe Things which 
are to be dane for their Redemption: Vet thou 
teeſt, Oh maſt beloved Farher, how maliciouſly 
my Enemies have conſpir'd againſt me, I have 
ever done them good, and beſtowed Benefits 
6n thoſe that hated me, and they have again 
rewarded me with Evil for Good, and returned 
me 1 for Love, png A Ties 
they have corrupted my Diſciple who hath 
me to them for 55 pence, and made him be 
the Inſtrument to deſtroy me. Oh Father, if it 
be thy Will, take from me, I beſeech thee, 
this bitter Cup of my Paſſion, but if not, thy 
blefſed Will be done. If they will not acknow- 
ledge me for thy only Son, yet ag I have ever 
lived a righteous and innocent Life, and 
wrought ſo many good Works amongſt them, 
they ought not to be ſo cruel and maliciouſſy 
bent againſt me. Remember, Oh heavenly 
Father, that I have always ſtood before thee to 
ou Good for them, and to turn away thy 
Vrath from them. And ſhall Good be recom- 
penſed with Evil? For they have digged a Pit for 


my Soul, and a moſt ſhameful Death 
for me. Wherefore, thou, Oh Lord, who ſeeſt all 
Things, be not filent, forſake me not, but xiſe 


wo help me; for great Tribulation. is ntar at 
Hand, and there is no other that can deliver 


me, 
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me. My Ad verſaries are all before thee, that 
ſeek my Soul. And my Heart hath expected 
Reproach and I am full of Heavineſs. 

This done our Lord Fe/us came again to his 
Diſciples, and finding them heavy with Sleep 
he awakened them, and bid them to watch and 
-pray, which he did a ſecond and third Time, 
and then returning again to his Prayers, he ſaid 
as before, and added, faying : Oh, moſt righte- 
ous Father, if it be ſo that thou haſt abſolutely 
ordainꝰd that I muſt ſuffer a moſt cruel Death 
on the Croſs for Man's Redemption, thy moſt 
holy Will be done. But firſt I recommend to 
thy Care my beloved Mother, and my Diſci- 
- ples, which hitherto I have always taken Care 
of. And _ he was — in his => 
Prayer, his moſt precious Blood guſh'd fort 
like” Sweat, from all Parts of his ſacred Bo- 
dy, and ran down abundantly upon the Ground 
through the extreme Violence of his bitter A- 
gony. Here is a great Subject of Grief and 
Sorrow, which ought to be ſufficient to move 
the hardeſt Heart to Compaſſion at the extreme 
Anguiſh and Pain which our bleſſed Lord Jeſu: 
ſuffer'd at that Time for our Sake. For by 
Virtue of his Divinity he foreſaw all the Pains 
and Torments which were to be inflited upon 
' him, and therefore, according to his Humani- 
ty, his tender Body trembled with Fear, and 
fell into a moſt violent and bloody Sweat. But 
hence let us learn to check our frequent Impati- 
ence from this, that our Lord prayed three 
Times to his Father before he received any 
er nr | 
Now at the third Time, when he was in the mee 
-profoundeſt Anguiſh of Spirit, behold an An Ang 
4445 y ge 
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gel from God, the Prince of the celeſtial Hier- 
archy, St. Michael came down and ſtood before 
him, comforted , him and faid : Hail, Oh my 
bleſſed Lord Feſus ! your devout Prayer and 
bloody Sweat I have " offer'd up to thy Father 
in the Preſence of. the whole Court of Heaven, 
and we all humbly proſtrate before him have 
beſought him to take from thee that bitter 
Draught of thy Paſſion. But thy heavenly Father 
anſwering us, ſaid: My bleſſed Son knows full 
well that the: — came of Mankind, which 
out of our ſovereign Love to him we ſo much 
defire, cannot be conveniently fulfill'd without 
the ſhedding of his Blood,  wherefore if he is de- 
ſirous of their Salvation he muſt die for them. 
To whom our Lord Jeſus again replied : I defire 
above all Things the Salvatian of Man's Soul, 
and thereſore I chuſe rather chearfully to ſuffer 
Death, by which the Souls which my 
Father hath: made to his own Image and Like- 
neſs, may be ſaved, than not to die, and that 
thoſe Souls ſhould not be redeemed : Where- 
fore my Father's Will be done. The Angel 
then again replying, . ſaid : Be now of good 
Heart, my Lord, and act couragiouſly, for it 
behoves the High to work great Things, and 
to ſuffer manfully moſt ſevere and difficult Trials, 
thy Pains and Troubles ſhall ſoon paſs awa oy 
22 D 

And thy heavenly Father is and will be always 


vih you, and will keep and preſerve from Harm 


thy bleſſed Mother and thy Diſciples according 
to thy Deſire. . 

Our moſt humble Lord Feſus roſe up, and 
meekly accepted this ſmall, Comfort from the 


— the ape from the Creature, reputing 
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himſelf for that Time even infeltor' to them. I 0 
Wherefore he * ſorrowful as Man, was com. fl 
forted by the Angel as Man, took his Leave of 

him as Man; untl as Man pray'd him to recom- of 
mend him to his Father; "and to the whole 
Court af celeſtial Spirits. And thus a third 
Time he riſeth from Prayer with his Body co- 
vered With Blood, whom thou 4 — — 


with n Compaſſion; 2 1 
g in the River, all which douty w 
og confided with Sorrow and Compaſſion, 


ſince it could not ear ied endured ithojir 
great Bitterneſs anti 

Here we muſt be that Sr of the 
Fathers aud learned Doctors fay, that our Lori 
Feſus one. in this 9 not merely for | 
fear of His bitter Paſſion; but chiefly*through I t 
the Tie and Mercy which be had wean his Ey 
choſen People the Ferws, lamenting that they 
would be loſt by not bebe ving in him, and put- I val 
ting him to Death. For ſurely it vas moſt un- 
an in. them to crucify him, ſinee he was of 

eir Rate; and was: ; * erg in their 


'Law, to de the true oc Ma, Feſus, who 
was to came, and wh ſhew?d them 


ſo many Signs, and given-themiſo many Proofs 
of his 15 lor Ne tas ſome of 
the h6ly Fathers ſay) he n 
ſaying: Oh heavenly Father Af it could tan 
with che Salvation of my m7 Bethe the Heu, 
and that the "Giariſes right 1 fame ether 
Means be corrverttd-to* ther, 1 de glad 
to refuſe this bitter. Paſſion: But if ehet Me it 
be expedient that the Feri be bhinded in their 
Malice, ſo that others after them may have a 
more perfect Sight: — 
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of thee, then not my Will but thine be ful- 
fll'd. 

There was in Chriſt at this Time four Kinds 
of Wills, viz. The Will of the Fleſh, which 
would no wiſe. to ſuffer. The Wil of 
Senfuality, and this murmur'd and fear d. The 
Will of Reaſon, and this conſented and was 
obedient. And laſtly, There was in him his 
divine Will, which commandad and paſs'd Sen- 
tence. And as he was true Man, as ſuch he 
ſuffer'd great Anguiſh of Spirit, and underwent 
2 Agony. Wherefore have an in- 
ward and cordial Co for him, and con- 


pe ct es mult vob 


After this he came to his „ and fäl 
2 — 2 
es were heavy. _ - | | 
Thus — ed Shepherd was carefully 
watchful aud over his little ! 
beloved Diſciples. Oh how great was the 
Love of our fweet Lord and Saviour towards 
them, for thoſe whom he- loved, he loved to 
the End, ſo that even in his great Anguiſh and 


* A ad quit Repo he was careful in procuring their 
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CHAP. LXTI. 


How our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was laben 
and betray d by Judas. 


n AI EET. 7; 1 wet 
2 after our bleſſed Lord beheld 
his Ad verſaries coming with burning Tor- 

ches, and Lanthorns; and Weapons to appre- 
hend him; and yet he would not awaken his 
Diſciples till they came near td him. And then 
he ſpoke; and ſaid: Riſe; let us go : Behold be 
approacheth that ſhall betray me, Matt. xvi; 
And while he was ſpeaking; came that wicked 
Wretch Judas the Traitor, and approaching 
him, kiſs'd him. For it is written, that it 
was the Manner and Cuſtom of out Lord Feſus 
towards his Diſciples, that when at any Time 
he had ſent” them out, at their returning again, 
he would recelve them with a loving Kils. 
Wherefore the Traitor went before the wicked 
Band, and kiſſed him as he was uſed to do, and 
ſaid: Hail Maſter. 1453 e ad von 
And here let us behold. our Lord Fe/us, how 
patiently and meekly he receives that falſe and 
treacherous Kiſs, from that unfaithful Diſciple; 
whoſe Feet ſo lately he had vouchſafed to waſh 
with his own Hands, and whom, out of his un- 
ſpeakable Charity he refuſed not to feed with 
the precious Food of his bleſſed Body. Conſider 
ikewiſe how meekly he ſuffered himſelf to be 
taken, bound; ſtruck, and furiouſly dragg'd 
away, as if he had been a Thief, or the moſt 
wicked Perſon in the World, void of Power. 
I 8 0 to 
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to help himſelf. Contemplate alſo the great 
Sorrow and inward Affliction he had for his Diſ- 
ciples, who fled and left him in the Hands of 
thoſe ravenous Wolves. And on the other 
dde, conſider the Grief of their Hearts, ſince 
the Cauſe of their leaving him was not the Per- 
verſity of their Will; but the Frailty of their 
weak Nature, for which they heartily mourn 
nd figh like poor Orphans, that know not 
what to do, or whither to go; and their Sor- 
rw was ſo much the greater, as they knew in 
what a villainous Manner their Lord and Maſter 
would be treated and abuſed. | 

And incontinently thoſe cruel Butchers drive 
nd pull him along as they would a Beaſt to the 
daughter, and he like a meck Lamb not opeu- 
vg his Mouth, patiently follows them without 
Refiftance. Firſt thoſe vile Wretches led him 
om the River Cedron, near which Place they 
pprehended him, towards the City of Feruſa- 
en, and that with great Haſte, Pain, and Vio- 
ence, having his bletſed Hands bound behind 
lim as if he had been ſome grievous Malefactor, 
having his Garment torn from him, going bare 
teaded, and ſtooping through the great Haſte 
id violent Pain they forced him to, in going. 
on When he was brought before the chief 
and Hpieſts and Scribes that were then aſſembled to- 
gether expecting his coming, they were re- 
diced and glad at they had apprehended him: 
They then began to examin him, and to ask 
lim many Queſtions, 8 g to enſnare 
im ; they procured falſe Witneſſes againſt him, 
pit in his ſacred Face, blinded his Eyes, buffet- 
ed and derided him, ſaying : Tell us, who it was 


2 


” 
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lat truck thee ? Thus many and different 
| 8 Ways 
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Ways they afflicted and tormented him, and 
in all ke gave us moſt. fingular Examples of 
Patience. - ; A 

At length the chief Judges roſe up and de- 
parted, having order'd him to be kept in Cuſ- 
tody under a Loft, in the Nature olf a Priſon, 
where they bound him to a Pillar of Stone, as 


armed Men with him for greater Security: who 
during the whole Night abuſed and derided him 
with many opprobrious and reproachful Speeches, 
ſaying: Doſt thou believe thyſelf to be bettet 
or more wiſe than our learned Magiſtrates, or 
can you imagin that they underſtand not the 
Law and Religion much better than you? How 
fooliſh doſt thou appear in taking upon thee to 
reprehend and teach them, againſt whom thou 
ſhouldſt not have. preſumed to open thy Lips? I fe 
Wherefore now your Wiſdam appears, in being 
obliged to ſuffer that which all ſuch as you truly 
deſerve, you are truly worthy of Death, and it N cf. 
would be a pity that you ſhould eſcape it. Thus 
the whole Night, ſometimes one and ſometimes bell 
another, both with ſcurrilous Language and wick- whi 
ed Works, continually reviled and abuſed him. Lot. 
And our. bleſſed Lord with baſhful and modeſt MW vic 
Countenance patiently bore it all, and was ff. inc 
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lent to every opprobrious Word they ſaid againſt Evil 


him, but with his Eyes modeſtly inclin'd to- H! 
wards the Ground made no Anſwer as if be beser 
had been guilty and worthy of Blame. Oba 
moſt aimable Lord, into whoſe Hands art tho 
come ? This is truly the Hour, and Power 0 
Darkneſs, and with what Patience doſt tho 
ſuffer it ? > Uk Ti © 
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c Thus Rood our bleſſed Redeemer bound to 
| that Pillar till the next Morning. In the mean 
Time, Zeb», who had follow'd him to the FHligh 
„ © Pri:ft's Houſe, went to the bleſſed Virgin, to 
Mary Magdalen, and other devout People who 
were at that Time aſſembled at Mary Magda- 
lens Houſe {where our Lord made that memo- 
rable Supper the Night before) and related to 
them all that had happen'd to our Lord and his 
Diſciples ; which when they had heard they 
were ſeiz'd. with. unſpeakable Grief and wept 
moſt bitterly. Conſider them attentively and 
he have compaſſion on them, for they are now in 
ow I {be greats it Grief and Affliction that ever they 
to vere in for their Lord, for they now plainly 
on be and know full well that he will be taken 
ps? from them and put to a cruel Death. Our 
ing I dieſſd Lady retired alone to Prayer, and ſaid : 
uhr On maſt ſovereign, moſt high, and moſt mer- 
4 it cal Father, I preſent myſelf before thy Majeſ- 
"ws I ff to recommend to thy Protection my dearly 
mes beloved Son. Oh gracious Father, reveal to me 
ick-M vhether my Son Feſus ſhall be put to Death or 
him. not. Be not ſevere to him, oh bountiful Father, 
ode ho to all others art ſo good and merciful, 
s f. inace he knows no Sin, nor ever committed 
gain Evil. Oh moſt juſt Father, if thou requireſt 
I to- Death for the Redemption of the World, I 
if be beſeech thee if poſſible to find out fome _ 
Means whereby to accompliſh thy Deſign, and 
t thou tat my bleſſed Son's Life may be ſpared if it 
er oll de thy "hls Wall, for all Things are poſſible to 
| thee, lol het tat of Obedience to thee has 
kandon'd himſelf into the Hands of his Ene- 
mies, and will not attempt ,to deliver himſelf 
om their Power: Wherefore I beſeech thee; 
8 2 oh 
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oh heavenly Father, to help him, and to de- 
liver him to me again out of their wicked Hands. 
Thus, or in Words to this Effect, our bleſſed 
Lady pray'd for her Son in the profound Sor- 
row and Grief of her Soul, wherefore we ought 
to accompany her in Diſtreſs, and be moved 
to compaſlion towards her in this her ſo great 
Affliction. | 
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CHAP. LA. 


How our Heſed Lord was carried before 
Pilate, and of his being ſcourged at the 
Pillar, and crown'd wtth Thorns. 


Arly on the Morrow the Seniors and Chiets 

of the People returned and cauſed Je 

to be bound, and led with his Hands faſten'd thy 
behind him: and thus hand-cuff'd, brought He 
him to Pilate, mocking, reviling, and inſulting 
him with the moſt abuſrve Taunts as he proceed 
ed on the Way. Thus went this innocent 


SSSggas sa 


Lamb, in the Guite of a Malefactor, hurried by that 
the mercileſs Butchers to unmerited Slaughter F,, 
As he was going on his Way, his bleſſed Mo- rin 
ther, St. Zobn, and the holy Women who acY x; | 
companied the Former, who had left then Eye 
modeſt Retirement ſo early on Purpoſe to con I 


to his Aſſiſtance and Comfort, met him at th: 
Winding of a Street: And what Tongue © 


y 
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expreſs the bitter Anguiſh of their Souls at the 
ad Sight of their Lord thus hurried along by 
an inſulting, abuſive Mob? Or what Degree of 
inbred Grief can figure the Exceſs of mutual 
Sorrow this Interview 17 on both Sides? 
Our Lord could not but ſuffer extremely thro? 
the Compaſſion he felt for his beloved Follow- 
ers, and chiefly for his Mother. For he knew 
full well the Spaſm they felt for him, ſufficient 
to tear their bleeding Souls from their convul- 
5 Y {&d Bodies. 

He was brought then before Pilate, and the 
Women follow'd at a Diſtance, the Throng of 
Rabble not ſuffering them to approach any near- 
er. Many Accuſations were laid againſt him to 
Pilate, but Pilate finding all to be groundleſs, 
fle and deſirous to rid himſelf of ſo odious a Proſe- 

cution diſpatch'd him to Herod. Herod was 
exceedingly pleas'd at this, hoping by this 
f Means to ſee a Miracle wrought by Cbriſt: 
ucts WY But he could not obtain the leaſt Gratification of 
jus this Sort from Chriſt, who thought him unwor- 
en d thy even to hear a Word from his ſacred Mouth. 
apt Hence Herod looking upon him as an Idiot, 
Ing cauſed him to be cloath'd in a white Raiment, 
eed-W the uſual Habit of Fools in thoſe Days, and 
cent thus in Deriſion ſent him back to Pilate. So 
d bi that Chrit patiently bore to be reputed both a 
hte Fool and a Malefactor by All, without deſer- 
ving either from any. Contemplate him then 
38 he is led backwards and forwards, with his 
Eyes modeſtly depreſsd, hearing the Shouts and 
Taunts, receiving the Buffets, Spittings, and 
perhaps Filth thrown at him by a rude Popu- 
ace, without Murmur or. Complaint ; caſt a 
| 9 3 pitying 
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pitying Eye upon him in this fad Plight, and 

with him compaſſionate his afl'&ed Mother too, MI. 
and beloved Diſciples, who follow him as cloſc | 
as they may, for the Mob, till they reach to MI | 
the Palace of Pilate. Here again by the-favage ; 
Brutes he is loaded with falſe Accufations, ; 
which they utter with the utmoſt Impud-nce q 
and Inveteracy. Yet Hilate finding in him no- n 
thing that bore the Appearance of Guilty, 

fought Means to free him from their Hands. d 
Wherefore ſays he: I coil! chaſten aud diſnis Nh 
him. O Pilete! doſt thou preſume to chaſtiſe I 
thy Lord and Sovereign? Surely thou art be- Wl / 
fide thyſelf thus to dare to illi Stripes on Ne 
him who is as guiltleſs of Stripes as of Death. g 


Oh, how much more wy kd you acted to WM co 


chaſtiſe yourſelf by his Admonition. However, W #; 
Pilate was beſotted enough to order him to be N wh 
moſt inhumanly ſcourged. oh 

Wherefore by his Order our moſt innocent * 
Lord was ſtript naked, and bound to a Pilhr, Wn 
and ſeverely j ourged. Thus was that mno- My, 
cent Lamb and moſt beautiful among the Chil- Whol 
dren of Men ſhamefully expoſed, naked, and nei 
abaſh'd, before the whole Populace ; and recei- WA 
ved with invincible Patience the cruel Stripes of no 
tis barbarous Executioners. So that the moſt Mi 
beautiful Flower of human Nature, and the 
faireſt and moſt delicate of all fleſh was cover'd 
with Stripes, Wounds, aud Bruiſes, infomucl! 
that from the Crown of his Head to the 
Soal of his Foot, his moſt precious Blood boy 
ran, flowing from all Parts of his ſacred Body, thy 
in great abundance upon the Ground, beiig ſo ore 
for: 8 n and heat, that they ated WW oundMeeſs 


0 


. 
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to Wound, Bruiſe to Bruiſe, and Stripe to Stripe, 8 
till at length the intiuman Spectators being 


weary to behold any longer, what the cruel 


Butchers themſelves were wholly. tired of, he. 


was order'd to be unbound. Wherefore : he 


was looſed from the Pillar, on which the Stains + + 
of his precious Blood are ſtill to be ſeen, as ma- 


ny authentic Hiftorians affirm. - 


Here, pious Reader, let me entręat you to 
dwell ſome time on this Subject, and attentive- 


y conſider, with Heart full of Sorrow and Com- 


paſſion, the Extremity of his bitter Pains, and 


f you find not your Heart to be moved, or 
even to melt with Grief and Compunction at fo 


great Sufferings of your bleſſed Lord, you may 
conclude that it is more hard and impenetrable 
than any Stone. Twas then fulfild of him, 


what. the Prophet Jaiab had long before pro- 


phecied, ſaying: We have ſeen him, and there . 


was neither Form nor Beauty left, and we efteewd 
lim as a Leper and as, one ſmitten by God and 
bumbled, Oh tweet Jeſus, who dared to be io 
bold as to preſume to ſtrip thee of thy Gar- 
ments? But who was it that dared with more 
Aſſurance to bind thee to the Pillar? and who 
moſt audacious of all could preſume to beat and 
courge thee in that eruel Manner? But thou 


"Woh moſt bright Son of Righteouſneſs, thou, 1 i 
ky, didſt withdraw the reſplended Beams of 


thy Glory, and didſt vouchſafe to abſcond thy 
power and Might, ſo that Darkneſs, and the 
tower of Darkneſs reigned for a Time, and 
thy Enemies appear'd by thy divine Permiſſion 
noxe powerful than thyſelf. *T'was the Ex- 
ls of thy Love, and the Greatneſs of our Ini- 

84 quity 
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quity which diſarm'd thee of thy Strength in 
this Conflict. But curſed be that Malice which 
cauſed thee to be thus cruelly tormented. 

After this they led him round the Palace, to 
ſeek for his Cloaths which were ſcatter'd about 
in different Places of the Houſe, ſome in one 
Part, and ſome in another, by thoſe barbarous 
Exccutioners, who had ſtripp'd him. Here ought 
Tenderneſs to move us to Compaſſion towards 
him, thus afflicted and trembling with Cold: 
For as the Goſpel tells us the Weather was 
ſharp and piercmg. As he was clothing him- 
ſelf again, ſome of the wicked Populace went 
to Pilate, and faid : This Man ſaid he was 
King, wherefore let us cloath him after our 
Manner, and crown him as ſuch. Hence taking 
him aſide they cloathed him in a purpleGarmen:. 
and platting a Crown of Thorns they = it up- 
on his Head, and with Violence preſsd them 
into his ſacred Temples ; then giving him a 
Reed inſtead of aScepter,they kneel'4 down and 
and faluted him in Deriſion, ſaying: Hai! 
King of the Fews: To all which Jeſus an- 
ſwer'd nothing, and like a meek and patient 
Lamb open'd not his Mouth. Here behold 
with meſting Heart, how often they ſtrike hin 
upon the Head with a Reed, to drive the pier- 
cing Thorns more deeply into his ſacred Tem- 

les ; ſo that they forced the Blood from every 

art, which running down in great abundance, 
cover'd his bleſſed Face. Conſider how he be- 
haves in every Action, and how patiently he 
bears every Inſult which they offer to him; 
they deride and mock him as one who would 
make himſelf King, without Power to effect 00 
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He is cloathed in Purple, carries a Crown of 

Thorns on his Head, holds a Reed in his 

Hand, and they on their Knees, ſalute him in 
| Deriſion as King, and he is filent, and mur- 
murs not. But, oh miſerable and wicked 
: HW Wretches ye! how dreadful ſhall that bleſſed 
Head appear at the Laſt Day, which now you 
abuſe and beat ſo humanly ? Neither was all 
they had hitherto done ſufficient to weaken 
their Malice againſt him, but to add more to 
his Reproach, they brought into the Houſe 
many of the Mob to gaze on him, after which 
they led him out to Pate, and ſhew'd him to 
the whole Multitude; having on, his purple 
Garment, his Crown of Thorns, and a Scepter 
of a Reed in his Hand. In this Manner ſtood 
that innocent Lamb, with his Eyes modeſtly 
depreſs'd before that. great Multitude, who 
ſcoffed and derided him, ru with the loudeſt 
Shouts exclaim'd againſt him, crying out to 
Pilate : Crucify him, crucify 228 . 
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CHAP. Lxlk | 


tro our bleſſed Lord [2 was condemm d 
fer the cruel Death of the Croſs, 


— compell d to carry the Ws to Mount 


_ Calvary. 


U R Heſſe Lord Foſs having been ma. 
oy Ways fhamefully reviled, mock'd, 


cruel Torments 
. b hem, yet the Chief of the Jes con- 


Neth . ance, fought his Death, 
1 Pak hole Multkude to join with 
Him, atid 579 gut to Pilate to have him cru- 


FR At | 1 Kin wicked" Judge fearing 
more to incur ifpleaſtre than wrongful. 
Iy to condemn 85 E Bob paſs d Sentence of 


Death upon him. Then were the Scribes and 
Phariſees full of Joy that they had proſper'd 
in their Deſigns, and attain'd their wicked 
Ends againſt him. For then they remember'd 
not the Benefit they had received from him, 
nor the Miracles he had wrought among them 
for their Good Z ity'd him for his 
Innocence, not vere mov'd dt the Cruelty and 
Baſeneſs of the Action, they were going to 
commit, and inſtead of ceaſing an their wick- 
ed Purpoſe in Conſideration of the great At- 


fliction, Sufferings and Reproaches they had in- 
flicted upon him, they rejoyced and were glad 
that their Deſigns were now near the Execution. 
Wherefore they revile, mock, and inſult him 


wao is the true and eternal God, and haſten 
as 
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as far as poſſible his Death. Hence he is again 
carried back into the Houſe, ſtript of his pur- 
ple Garment and left thus naked before them, 
Stop here a Moment, and attentively cotrfider 
the Make and Form of his facred Body. 


And that you may be moved to inward Com- 


paſſion towards -him, and feed your Soul with 
devout Contemplation, cloſe po Eyes for a 
Moment to his Divinity, and confider him as 
pure Man, and you will behold the moſt love- 
ly, fair, innocent, and beautiful among the 
Sons of Men in that doleful Condition, full of 
Wornds and ' Bruifes, cover'd with Blood, 
naked and abaſh'd, ſeeking and La 
together his Garments, which were diſperſed i 


and mercileſs Brutes, and cloathing himſelf like- 
wiſe before them, who ſtood infulting and re- 
viling him, as if he had been the moft contemp- 
tible of ail Creatures, forſaken by God, and 
deſtitute of all Help and Comfort. Then con- 
ſider the profound and wonderful Meekneſs of 
him as God and Man, behold how that im- 
wenſe, eternal, and incomprehenfible Majeſty 
ſtoops to the Ground, collects his Garments 
and baſhfully cloaths himſelf before his Enemies, 
as tho” he were the vileſt of Men, their. bought 
Slave, under their Dominion, and by them 
chaſtiſed as a bafe and unpardonable Delmquent. 
After this accompany him out, and behold 
how, after he has put on his Cloaths, they hur- 


ry him away, and load him with the heavy 


Wood of the Crofs, which, as Hiſtorians ſay 
was fifteen Feet in Length, this the moſt rieck 
and innocent Lamb took and bore upon his bleſ- 
{ed Shoulders: Thus was he hurried along by 
an 


different Parts of the Houſe, by thoſe cruel 
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an enraged Mob, in Company with two Thieves 
that were condemn'd to Death, theſe were his 
Companions in ſuffering. Oh ſweet and be- 
loved Feſus, how much do theſe thy falſe 
Friends abaſe thee, by making thee a Compa- 
nion with Thieves, and what is ſtill worſe, they 
compel thee to carry thy own Croſs, which is a 
Burden they impoſed not upon them. Where. 
fore, as the Prophet Jaiab ſaith, You are not 
only number*d with evil Doers, but are uſed 
worſe than they. Thy Patience, Oh Lord is 
unſpeakable. 

And now, devout Chriſtian, with all poſſible 
Attention and Devotion, obſerve our Lord 
Feſus how he bends under the Weight of the 
Croſs, vehemently ſighing, and wearied. Take 
Pity on him in this fad Plight of renew'd Af- 
fictions and Calumnies, . 

His bleſſed and afflicted Mother ſeeing that 
ſhe could not approach near him for the great 
Concourſe of People which prefſed about him, 
went, with St, Jobn and the reſt of her Compa- 
nions, a nearer Way, to the End that ſhe might 
meet him at the Winding of the Street. And 
when ſhe perceived him coming, over-loaded 
with the heavy Tree of the Croſs, which before 
ſhe had not ſeen, ſhe was like one beſide her- 
ſelf, and half dead with Sorrow), ſo that ſhe 
could neither ſpeak to him, nor he to her, by 
Reaſon of the furious Mob which hurned him 
along with great Violence and Compultfion. 
After however that he had gone a little Way, 
he turned back to the Women that followed 
weeping, and ſaid : Ze Daughters of. Feruſalem, 


' veep nat fer me, but weep for yourſelves and for 


your Children, &c. as is farther contain'd. in 
CCG the 


t 
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the Goſpel. And in theſe two Places were 
erected two Churches in Memory of theſe 
Things, as they report who have been there 
and ſeen them. And as Mount Calvary was 
far diſtant from the City, he was ſo tir'd and faint 
that he was not able to carry his Croſs the 
whole Way, but fell down under it with Wea- 
rineſs. Wherefore the wicked Executioners not 
willing to defer his Death, and fearing leſt Pi- 
late ſhould revoke his Sentence, as he had be- 
fore ſhewn a kind of Inclination to releaſe him : 
They therefore compell'd one Simon a Stranger 
to carry it for him, and Feſus they led unbur- 
den'd, but bound like a Thief, to the Place 
of Execution. 

Now if we attentively conſider all that hath 
been done to our Lord Jeſus, and the many 
Things he hath ſuffer'd from the Time he was 
firſt apprehended to this preſent, we ſhall doubt- 
leſs find therein great Matter of Sorrow and 
Compunction. For we may truly believe that 
from the Hour in which he was firſt taken in 
the Night, till the Time of his being crucified, 
he was in one continual Combate, and endured 
many Reproaches, many Injuries, many Sor- 
rows and Detractions, and ſuffer'd many cruel 
Tarments among them. For there was no 
manner of Reſt given him but continual Trou- 
ble and Vexation. And here may you dwell, 
devout Reader, for ſome ſhort Space of Time, 
and take a ſhort Review of that which hitherto 
hath been acted againſt him; Fit, How one 
lays violent Hands upon him and apprehends 
him, another binds him ftraitly with Cords, 
another blaſphemes him, another = in his 
ſacred Face; another propoſeth to ſubtle 
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Queſtions in order to enſnare him, another pro- 
duceth falſe Witneſs againſt him, another drags 


him backwards and forwards from one Judge to 
another, another blindfolds his Eyes, another 
buffets him, another ſtrips kim of his Cloaths, 


another binds him to a Pillar, another moſt 


cruelly ſcourgeth him, another unbinds him 


and cloaths him in a purple Garment, another 


platteth a Crown of Thorns, upon his Head, 
another puts a Recd into his Hand, another 


takes it from him, and ſtriking him with it upon 
the Head, drives the Thorns into his ſacred 


Temples, another kneeleth down before him and 
mocketh him, and ſo of the reſt, ſonietimes one 


and ſometimes another, Now they lead him to 
Annas,now to Caiphas, then toP:late, and from 
thence to Herod, now hither, and now thither, 
now out, and then in again. And finally to 


conclude, he was dragged and hurried along 


with great Violence and without Reſt till he 
came to Mount Calvary, which was the Place 


2 wag for the Period of this doleful Com- 
re, | 
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CHAP. LXIV. 


0f the Nailing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
to the Croſs. 


| HEN our bleſſed Lord Feſus was now 
come to Mount Calvary, thoſe wicked 
and mercileſs Butchers began then to effect their 


ton of your Mind to theſe Things, and devout- 
ly conſider every Particular relating to the Lord 
your God. Behold with the interior Eyes of 
your Soul, ſome” preparing the Croſs, ſome 
making ready the Ropes and Cords to bind 
him, ſome the Nails and Hammers to faſten 
bim, others preparing the Ladder and other 
Inftrumenrs, ſome digging the Hole in the 
ae Earth to fix the Croſs in, and others buſy in 
ce fripping him, ſo that this is the third Time of 
ns being ſtripp'd, by which his Wounds are 
gain renew'd by the violent tearing off his 
Cloaths which were cleav'd to his facred Fleſh. 
His bleſſed Mother when ſhe beheld him thus 
uſed was afflicted beyond Expreſſion. And oh 
how full of bitter Anguiſh indeed may we well 
magin was her tender Soul, in beholding her 
beloved and innocent Son thus ſhamefully abu- 
kd, and loaded with Injuries and Infults ? Then 
vas he extended upon the Croſs, as it lay upon 
the Ground, and with Cords ftretching forth 
vith Violence his ſacred Hands and Feet, the 
cruel Slaughterers with long iron Nails barba- 

P. ¶ wuſſy piercing them nail'd him faſt to it. 
r DIR. 2977 | Thus 


cruel Work. Be preſent now with all the Atten- 
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Thus was our Lord and Saviour Feſ#s Chrif 
faſtened to the Croſs Hand and Foot, and ſo 


extremely ſtrain*d thereon, that as the Royal 
Prophet faith ; All his Bones might be number d: 
. And his facred Blood ran. forth in Streams ſrom 


I 
a 
n 
a 
his bleſſed Wounds in great Abundance : And MW « 
his Arms and Legs were ſo wide ftretch'd with MW th 
the Nails, that he could not move any Part of g 
his Body, except his Head. And as his whole W hi 
Body was ſupported only by three Nails, un- he 
doubtedly his Pains were great beyond what any 
Heart can conceive or Tongue expreſs. But K 
c 
an 


to add ſtill Reproach to his Gnef, he was 


crucified between two Thieves, and ſuffer'd In- 
ſults, Contempt, and Revilings from all Parts. W m 
Wherefore one blaſphemes him, others ſhook WM of 
their Heads, and ſaid : Yah, he on thee, thou I. 
art he that wouldſt deſtroy the Temple of God, I th: 
and build it up again in three Days. Some in 
ſaid: Others be ſad d, himſelf he cannot ſave ; the 
and if thou be the Son of God deſcend now to 
from the Croſs. that we may believe. And | 
thoſe who crucified him divided his Garment 
among them before his Face. All this was 
acted in the Preſence” of - his afflicted Mother 
who ſtood under the Croſs, whoſe tender Com- 
n aud Tears added much to the Sorrow 
and Affliction of her Son. For ſhe accompa- 
nied him in her Soul on the Croſs, and inward- 
ly defir'd rather to die with him, than to live 
any longer without him.  - Thus ſtood the dole- 
ful Mother beſide the Croſs of her Son: She 
never turned her Eyes from him, ſhe was at- 
flicted and full of Anguiſh with him; and with 
many bitter Sigh pray's to her heavenly Father 
ſaying: Oh heavenly Father and —_— 
* 0 


* 


b ue. atthoadd.. foe 


1 


JESUS CHRIST. 


Lord of Majeſty, without doubt it was foreſeen 
and pleafing to thee from all Eternity, that my 
moſt beloved and innocent Son ſhould ſhed his 
precious Blood, - and be crucified for the Sins of 
the World, wherefore it is not convenient to 
aſk him of you again. But moſt holy Father, 
thou ſeeſt the bitter Torment and preſent An- 
guiſh of his Soul, wherefore I beſeech thee, eaſe 
him of his Pain, and releaſe him if it be thy 
heavenly Will. | | 

And her bleſſed Son pray'd ſecretly to his 
Father for her, ſaying : Oh good Father, look 
down, I beſeech thee, on my afflicted Mother, 
and behold how deeply ſhe is tormented for 
me; my being crucified is ſufficient for the Sins 
of Mankind, ſhe hath not deſerved any ſuch 
Thing, and yet ſhe is with me in Heart upon 
the Croſs; and ſhe bears an equal Share with me 
in my Pains. Wherefore I recommend her to 
thee, beſeeching thee that it would pleaſe thee 
to aſſwage and leſſen her Grief, 
There was alſo with our blefled Lady the 
beloved Diſciple St. Jobn, and Mary Mag- 
dalen, and the two Siſters of our Lady, Mary 
if James, and Mary of Salome, and other of 
his Friends ſtanding under the Croſs, who. all, 
but eſpecially Mary Magdalen the beloved of 
Teſus, were very ſorrowful and wept bitterly, 
and could noways be comforted becauſe of the 
Pains of their beloved Maſter. For their Sor- 
row was often renewed with his, either in theſe 
Words, or Deeds, which were ſaid, or done to 


him, 


1 enn 


— . — — 
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- Of the Words which our Lord ſpoke hang- | 
ing upon the Crofs, and "of bis yielding ll | 
up his Spirit. © | i 
| | Y 1 81 * 
UR Lord FJeſus hanging on the Croſe, t 
ceaſed not to do, ,,and to ſpeak thoſe MW \ 
Things which were for our Advantage, even to 
the laſt Moment in which he gave up his Spirit. W 
Wherefore he ſpoke ſeven Times, as is written in W F 
the Goſpel. n 
The firſt Thing he ſaid was when he pray'd MW h 
for his Enemies, ſaying: Father, forgive them, it 
they know not what 45 do : Oh wonderful Pa- 0 
tience, Charity, and Benignity. . his 
The Second was to his Mother, when he I the 
ſaid : Woman, bebold thy Son; and to Jen, wi 
Bebold thy Mother. He would not call her at W ane 
that Time Mother, leſt the Tendertieſs of the 
=» "10s ſhould Have *occafioned her mote 
The Third was to the good Thief, ſaying: u 
This Day thou ſhalt be <vith me in Paradice. 1 ing 
which Words he ſhew'd his infinite and unbound · I boy 
ed Mercy towards us. l 11 on t 
The Fourth was when he faid: Eloi, Ela, Stre 
Lamaſabalbani; that is to ſay, A Gbd, my Gad, . 
toby boaſt "rbiu ferſubin me? As if he had fai prog 
more plainly thus: My God thou haſt ſo much tht 
loved the World, that while you give me to le 7 
Death for its Redemption, you ſeem to haveſſ + 
"forſaken me. F Th 
; e 
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The Fifth was Sitio I rbinſt. Which Word 
gave Oceaſion to his Enennes to refoice,, and 
to his Mother greater Occafion of Compaſſion. 
And although this Word may be underſtood of 
his Thirſt for the Salvation of Souls ; yet he 
truly thirſted for Drink; for by the great Effu- 
fon of his Blood, he had little Moifture left 
within him. Wherefore his cruel Butchers who 
was ftudymg how. they might torment him, 
took Vinegar mix d with Gall and put it to his 
Mouth that he might drink. 

The fixth was when he faid : Conſummatum 
et : tt i finiſhed. As if he had aid : Oh; 
Father, 1 have perfectly and obediently fulfill'd 
al the Commands you gave me, and all that 
has hitherto been writ of me. wherefore now if 
it pleaſe thee receive me again to thyſelf. To 
which; we may for Devotion's Sake imagine, 
his Father replied: Come my beloved Sof, for 
thou haſt fulfilled all Things compleatly, and 1 
will not that you ſuffer any more, come then 
and reſign thy Soul into my Arms; and repoſe 
thyſelf for ever in my Boſom. | 

And then our -bleſſet Feſus begun to fail iu 
lis Sight, after the Nature of dying Men, and 
amd grew faint and languiſhing; ſometimes clo: 
ing and ſometimes opening his Eyes 1 and 
bowing his Head, firſt on one Side; und then 
on the other, till being quite ſpent, and his 
Streugtli filling, he recommended his Soul tb 
lis Father; _ out with a loud Voice; and 
ptoriuncing the-ſeyentt. Word, ſaying * Father, 
into thy Flents I commend my Spirit ; with Which 
te yielded up che Gholt, Er e — oa! 


The LIFE ef 


At this ſtrong and vehement Cry of our Lord 
Jeſus, a Centurion who was ſtanding by was 
converted, and immediately ſaid : Yerily, this 
Man is the Son of God; becauſe he heard him 

ſo loud when he expir'd. 

Oh in what a ſad and ſorrowful Condition 
may we well ſuppoſe, was the tender Heart of 
his bleſſed Mother when ſhe beheld him to lan- 
guiſh 1 in ſo painful a Manner, to cry out and to 
die in her Preſence? We may eaſily believe 
that her Spirits fail'd her, and that ſhe was 
ready to give up the Ghoſt with him, much 
more than when ſhe met him carrying his Croſs, 
And what can we think of Mary Magdalen, 
of St. Jabn his beloved Diſciple, and of the 
other two Siſters of our Lady ? Undoubtedly 
they were brimful of inexpreſſible Sorrow, load- 
ed with Grief, and overwhelm'd with Bitterneſs 
and Tears without any kind of Comfort, and 
not knowing what to do. 

Behold now our Lord Jg hangeth dead 
upon the Croſs, and the Multitude of People 
return again to the City, but the moſt afflicted 
Mother, with the other four, remain till at the 
Croſs, feeding their Souls with the divine Con- 
templation of their Beloved, and wait for Help 
from God, that they might have him taken 
from the Croſs and bury him. 

If you alſo, Chriſtian Soul, will behold your 
Lots, in deyout Contemplation, you cannot 
chuſe but” conceive. a tender Compaſſion, ſee- 
ing that from the Crown of his Head to the 
;Soal of his Foot their was no whole Part left in 
him; there was not a Member, or any Senſe 
which had not their extreme Pain and Affliction. 
5 Employ 


JESUS CHRIST. 
Employ thyſelf then in the daily Study of 


theſe Sufferings of thy Lord, and make them 


the frequent Subject of your devout Medi- 
tation. 


EXELDITEEELETEEEERES 


CHAP. LXVI, 


f the opening of our bleſſed Saviour's | 
| Side with a Spear. 


HILE the bleſſed Mother of our Lord 
Jeſus, with St. Fohn, St. Mary Mag- 
dalen, and the two Siſters of our bleſſed Lady 
ſat beſide the Croſs with her Eyes attentively 
fixed on her beloved Son, contemplating him 
thus hanging dead between two Thieves, for- 
ſaken and abandoned: There came many Men 
from the City towards them; being ſent to 
break the Legs of thoſe who were crucified, and 
to kill them downright if they were not dead, 
that their Bodies might not be ſeen hanging on 
the Croſs upon the Sabbath-Day. Our bleſſed 
Lady with the reſt roſe up to behold, and faw 
them coming, but knew not for what Reaſon : 
Wherefore their Sorrow was renewed, and their 
Fear encreaſed more as they ſaw them advance 
nearer, His bleſſed Mother being more ſenſibly 
affected than the reſt, and not knowing what 
todo, turn'd herſelf towards her beloved Son 
and ſaid : My moſt dear Son to what end, I 
beleech thee, do theſe cruel Butchers return 

| 2 hither 
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hither again? What more dg they intend tg 
do, have they not already taken away thy 
Life? I was in Hopes that they were ſatisfied 
with what they had done before to thee while 
thou waſt living: But now it ſeemeth that they 
have not yet done with thee, but they will far- 
ther purſue thee dead. I know not, my. be- 
to Son, how to act ſince I am as unable of 
222 now, as I was before in delivering 
thee from Death. I will approach however 
and ſtand near the Croſs at thy bleſſed Feet, 
and beſeech thy heavenly Father to render them 
favourable towards thee ? | | 
Hence they all five, bitterly weeping, went and 
placed themſelves before the Croſs of our Lord 
Jeſus. And the Multitude haftily advancing 
came with great Shouts and Noiſe, and ſeein 
that the twa Thieves were yet living, with 
great Rage they broke. their Legs and. killed 
them, and taking them down caſt them into a 
| Pitch. And then returning, they came to our 
Lord Jeſus. And his bleſſed Mother, pierced to 
the Heart with Grief, fearing leſt they might do 
the fame to him, had Recourſe to her uſual Wea- 
pon of Humility: Wherefore. kneeling down 
before them with her Arms extended, and 
with a loud and compaſhonate Voice ſpoke to 
them in this Manner: I beſeech you, 8 
for the Love of God moſt High and Almigh- 
ty, that you will, no more afflict or torment me 
in my moſt, dear Son, I am truly his moſt ſor- 
rowful and, diſconſolate Mother, whom you 
know has never.injur'd or, offended you, And 
if my beloved Son feemed; to oppoſe you, you 
have put him to Death for it. What more 


can Four Revenge require? Forbear then to 5 
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11 him any longer, and I will compound for, 
forgive you what Injuries you have hitherto 

done me in his Death and Sufferings. But, 
Oh be thus far merciful in your Cruelty: 
Break not his dear his precious Corſe, but ſuffer 
me to carry it whole to the Sepulchre. What 
will it avail to break his Limbs, who has alrea- 
dy expir'd this Hour paſt ? Thus did the ſacred 
Virgin perſiſt on her Knees, with . Jos and 
Magdalen, and the other devout Women, weep- 
ing, and entreating thoſe inhuman Butchers. 


O ſacred Lady, to what Purpoſe doſt thou thus 


demean thyſelf to theſe flagitious Wretches ? 
Can you hope for any Succeſs with ſuch inex- 
orable Savages ? Will Pity make the Im- 
pious relent, will the Mercileſs give Yearnings 
of Mercy, or Pride truckle to Humility ? Alas! 
your Endeavours are ineffectual: Condeſcenſion 
is the Averſion of the Proud. . 

One Longinus by Name, at that Time a 
wicked, haughty Man, but afterwards a Con- 
vert, a Saint, nay, a Martyr, ſtretched forth 
his Lance, and ſeeming to give Ear to their 
Cries pierced our Lord's facred Side, when im- 
mediately from his wide Wound guſh'd forth 
Water and Blood. At this Sight his diſconſo- 
late Mother fell into a Swoon in the Arms of 
the Magdalen: 2 7 St. Jobn and the 
holy Women 55 [+ ſupporting and 
bringing to herlg} 0 de Ey the impious 


Butchers Fae... w at her Recovery 
a new Taſte * DR: ucceeded the former, 
when ſhe beheld her beloved, divine Son hang- 
ing dead on the Croſs in ſo mangled and deplo- 
rable a Condition. Oh! how — Strokes of 
Deaths did not this ſpotleſs Lady feel on this 

XZ 4 Day ? 
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Day ? Who can doubt of their being equal in 
Number to the Inſults and Cruelties aſd © to him, 
And thus was fulfilled what Simeon foretold, 
That the Sword of Sorrow fhould pierce her Soul, 
Thus did one Lance with the ſame ſacrilegious 
Stroke rip open the bleſſed Body of Jeu, and 
the ſacred Soul of Mary. 

When our bleſſed Lady was perfectly reco- 
ver'd they all ſat down at the Feet of the Croſs 
at a Loſs what or how todo, How to take 
down and where to depoſit the holy Corſe they ; 
could not contrive, for want of Strengh, and ll 
for want of a Sepulchre to put it in. To depart F 
and leave him on the Croſs in that Condition, te 
they knew not how to reſolve, and to remain u 
there long was neither decent nor ſafe, for Night el 
was coming on. What Perplexity ! O bounti- k. 
ful God, how didſt thou ſuffer this thy Favou- ce 
rite, this Mirror of all Virtues, this our ſacred C 
Advocate and Protectreſs to be afflited ! Surely IMF ar 
it were Time ſhe had ſome Reſpite from the Ex- P. 
ceſs of Anguith. th 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXVII. 


Of the Taking down our Lord from the 
| Croſs. | 


A GAIN they ſaw ſeveral Perſons com- 

ing along the Road: Theſe were Jo- 

ſeph of þ Nee hh and Nicodemus, and ſome 
Perſons with them, who brought Inſtruments 
to take down the ſacred Body from the Croſs, 
and a great Quantity of Myrrh and Aloes to 
embalm it. This gave them a new Alarm, not 
knowing at a Diſtance but they might be Perſons 
coming to offer new Outrages to the bleſſed 
Corſe. Wherefore they all aroſe immediately 
and falling on their Knees applied themſelves to 
Prayer, beſeeching God to avert the Affliction 
they ſeemed again threaten'd with. At length 
however St. John diſcover'd who they were, 
and returning Thanks to God, they all began to 
be comforted. Our bleſſed Lady then diſpatchd 
St. Jobn immediately to meet them, who 
brought them to the Croſs were the holy Wo- 
men were, and preſented' them to the afflited 
Mother of God. Our bleſſed Lady received 
them graciouſly, and with all the Joy compa- 
tible with her preſent State of Grief : 7015 
and Nicodemus condoled with her and the pious 
Company: Then all falling on their Knees 
adored the facred Relict of our Lord, and after 
ſome Time ſpent in devout and humble * 
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and religious Homage, they all again aroſe and 
prepared to take him down from the Croſs. 
. While the, holy Company are buſied in their 
The Man- devout Offices to Chriſt, endeavour, pious Rea- 
nin der, to be as devoutly attentive to all that paſſes. 
fromthe Two Ladders then, are fixed to the Croſs, one 
Ce. to each Arm. Joſeph, while Nicodemus goes 
up that on the left Hand, aſcends the other on 
the Right, and labours to draw the Nail with 
which. that Hand is faſten d. This was done 
not without a great deal of Difficulty, and 
bruiſing the divine Fleſh, for the Nails were of 
an immoderate Groſsneſs, However the Action 
was acceptable to God, inaſmuch as it was a 
neceſſitated Violence, and practiſed only thro 
the utmoſt Purity of Intention and Livelineſs of 
Faith. When, Zo/eph had drawn out the Nail, St. 
Jom made a Sign to him to give it to him with 
Privacy, which, when he received it he hid it in 
his Boſom that the afflicted Virgin might not ſec 
it. Then Nicodemus extracted the Nail from the 
left Hand and gave it likewiſe to St. Jobn, who 
joined it devoutly: with the former. When the 
Nails were thus drawn from the Hands of our 
bleſſed Redeemer, Nicodemus deſcended to draw 
-out that which faſtened his heavenly Feet, while 
Foſeph ſupported the Body. O thrice happy 
Foleph, who was deem'd worthy to embrace ſo 
divine, ſo ineſtimable a Treaſure ! While J /b 
hald the ſacred Body leaning. on his Arms, our 
bleed Lady took hold of the bleſſed Hand 
which hung down, and prefling it revyerently 
and. tenderly to her holy Face and Lips, kis' 
it. preſs'd it, and devoutly bath'd it with her 
- mothtrly; virgin Tears. Oh Nature, oy a 
hos a pec- 
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JESUS CHREST. 
Speftacle! O human Heart, what muſt thou be 
not to melt at ſuch a Sight? When the Nail 
was extracted from the Feet, Foſeph deſcended 
by Degrees, while the others received the hea- 


raiſed the holy Head and Shoulders — — 
them on her Lap, and the Magdalen proſtrati 

herſelf embraced his ſacred Feet, whence, ſhe 
had once received ſuch a plentitude of Grace. 
Ten, end ly Lew he ao 


Man, 


CHAP. 


299 


The LIFE of 


CHAP. LXVII. 


Of the Embalming and Burial of our 
| Lord. 


FTE R a ſhort Space, as Night was 
| drawing on, Foſzph beſought our Lady 
to permit him to embalm and wrap up the fa- 
cred Body in the fine Linnen he had brought 
with him for that Purpoſe. But ſhe knew not 
how to part with the dear Treaſure ſo ſoon again. 
I intreat you, my Friends, ſaid ſhe, rob me not 
ſo ſoon of my dear, my only Son, of all that is 
dear to me in this Life; rather if you are in 
haſte to bury him lay me in the Sepulchre by 
him. Oh that I might, deareſt Feſus, lay 
by thee and never be ſeparated from thee. 
Tears flow'd ſwiftly down her Virgin Cheeks} 
and Sighs forbid her Words an Utterance. 
Silent and ſad ſhe view'd the lovely, man- 
gled Form ; now ſhe examined, - one by one the 
reeking Wounds ſtill freſh and full of clodded 
Blood; now ſhe pick'd out with Care and cruel 
Anguiſh, one after one the long and ſplinter'd 
Thorns ſtill buried in his Temples ; now ſhe 
beheld his Head, and now his Face, compoſing 
the few Traggling Hairs which blinded Inhuma- 
nity had left upon his Head and Beard ; and 
waſhing off the Dirt and Spittle from his divine 
Countenance with Floods of Tears; unſatiated 
with weeping, ſighing, and gazing on the Ob- 
ject of her Anguiſn. Thus fix'd and immove- 
able the affficted Mother dwelt with her Eyes 


. On 
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an the beloved, lovely Form of her divine Son, 
ind was not to be removed from him, till St. 
7obn with Reverence N intreated her 
to conſider the Lateneſs of the Day, and to 
conſent that Jeſepb and Nicodemus might do 
" [WH their pious Offices in Time, to prevent any In- 
ſults or Calumnies of the Fews. To this Re- 
nonſtrance the wiſe and humble Virgin yielded, 
vas emembering well that her deareſt Jeſus had re- 
dy N omended her to the Care of this faithful, loving 
ſa- Diſciple. And therefore without contending, 
cht he gave them her Bleſſing, and Permiſſion to 
wot dreſs and wrap him up. St. Jahn then with Jo- 
in, eb and Nicodemus immediately embalm'd the 
not foly Body, and wrapt it in the fine linnen Cloth: 
+ is While they were buſied about the Body, the 
in bleſſed Virgin ſtill kept the Head upon her 
by d the Magdalen was ſtil] — DS 
lay Feet. Here knel'd the illuſtrious Penitent al- 
ee. noft diſſolv'd with Exceſs of Grief, and now on 
cs; tifoſe ſacred Limbs which Compunction elſe- 
ce. where bath'd with her Tears, unſpeakable Grief 
an- und tender Compaſſion made her pour a double 
the Flood. She beheld thoſe dear Feet cruelly 
led pierced and torn, mangled and bloody, but 
ue! © could not behold them clearly for the Bitterneſs 
14 Jof her weeping. The Evangeliſt” bears Witneſs 
ſhe MY that ſhe loved exceedingly, and therefore who 
ng en be amazed that ſhe ſhould grieve exceeding- 
na. hy to ſee our Lord, whom ſhe thus loved, and to 
nd ſee him thus mangled, dead, and reduced al- 
ine moſt to nothing? Scarce could her Breaſt con- 
ted tin her Heart thus big with panting Anguiſh : 
)»- Nor is it improbable that, if ſne might ſhe 
ve- would have gladly expir'd at theſe, Feet of her 
yes ex pir d Lord. This was the ninth and. laſt 2 
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ſice The could pay her divine Maſter, and in do- 
ing this how bifterly was ſtie flung with Affliction 
chat ſhe could not do it in the Manner ſhe wiſh- 
ed. She would faik have 1 bleſſed 
— 25 —— and — it wholly of herſelf 

everenct due to it. 
ry — Sur me Place would per: 
whit it; more then ſhe conld not do, nor in a 
better Munper than to bathe his venerable Plants 
with her Tears, dry them with her Locks, 
kifs them, and benen wrap them in the 
Linen : This fie did, and did it with a Dil. 
gence equal to her Affection. 

When thus the Body and Feet of our divine 
Sorioar were were wrapt ap, they all turn'd their 
Looks towards our bleſted Lady to learn het 
Pleaſure, undd ſhare her parting; Grief, And fhe 
ing there was Tow no more time to delay, threv 
ner Fare on that her heavenly Son. Oh precious 
Son Neſus 1 do 1 fri Hold you dend on my 
Lap? And muſt I? maſt I then art from you 
O cruel, unſpeakable ctuel Divorce of Death: 
Sweet and delightful was our Converſe with each 
other, and free from injury dr Offence to any, 
why then do I ſee thee, ſweet Offsprin «Av 
Bowels, thus mangled and murclered like a 
tek -Nufance ? How faithfully, how dutifully, 
how. tenderhy did you when alive wait on 
and cheriſh mie; pet What Retimn was I able to 
malte vou in this dreadful Conflict ? Xvur hes 
Vvenly Father was able atone to affiſt du; 1 
tould not, and he for s. ir dive Rea 
ſons would not. — ee Fhond eh 
for all he has done. But whycmy- only Joy 


you abandon yoarlelf? Abe it 288 
Tos Lobe of Mankind whom you catne to re- 


deem. 
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JESUS CHRIST. 

deem. Alas! how dear has this Redemption 
colt you?-_Yet dear as it has been, as it redounds 
to your Glory and their Salvation, I ſubmit to, 
nay, "rejoice in it. And if I do grieve, forgive 
me, all-borititeous Fi/as, forgive ine theſe Trath 
ind Sighs which fütely ate but diſe from ſo be. 
loved a Parent to ſo ou! Toviig, and divitie 
: Jon. How en 1 *rvfraln rin Fei Wii 
behold to what a deplörable condition the Sins 
of Man have brought you, You had fHeicher Sin 
nor Harm in you. Now ah! now our Toh 
fer Fein you, I only Sele. WER, hee 
dart frem you, iy only Solace. |, ſince 
1 it Wall be fit and theſe Hands 
n Obedience'to your divine Pleiſure fall büry 


your facred Body. And then 'whither'br tö 
hom ſuall I your ifflicteti Mother fly för 
Protection and Refuge? How ſhall I ve With- 
out you * Oh that I might be buried with you 
Oh that oneTomb might contain us both,that we 
might never be ſeparated in Body any more than 
n Mind! Go then, lovely Feſus ! Go to your 
Sepulchre, and fince my Body may not be there 
entomb'd with yours, "ity Surat till accom- 
pany you thither, aq hefe för &Ver dwell with 
you. To you then Foffer ul recommend it. 
Oh Son, oh deareſt, oh Mie Son, how hard 
s this Separation! A Flood of Tears followed 
her Words and bathed the ſacred Face of Chrift 
more plentifully than the Magdalen had bathed 
his .Feet. She wiped them off however, and 


kiſſing his Lips and Eyes wrapt up the holy 
Head in the Linnen. After which all again fal- 


lng on the Ground, and paying their Adorations, 
took the ſacred Body and it to the Monu- 
n "7 IN ment; 
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ment; our bleſſed Lady holding up the Head, 
St. Mary Magdalen the Feet, and the reſt of 
them the Body. . 
Near the Place were our Savour was crucified, 
was a Sepulchte in which they buried our Lord 
with Reverence, Tears, Sighs, and Adora- 
tions. After he, was laid in the Monument, the 
afflicted Mother embraced him, and clung 
to him for a while; but St. Jobn and the 
holy Women; raiſed her and rolled a huge 
Stone _ againſt the Entrance in the Monument. 
Venerable Beda tells us, that this Monument 
was a kind of round Manſion, hewn out of a 
Rock beneath, ſo high that a Man could not 
reach, with his Arm dicularly raiſed, to 
the Roof of it. Its . 1 Eaſtward: 
And in it our Lord's Body was placed in a 
Tomb, on the North Side, of ſeven Feet long. 


P. 
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CH AP. LXIX: 


Of our Bleſſed Lady's Departure from the 
Sepulchre and Return to Mount Sion. 


HEN Joſeph had compleated his Office 

of burying our Saviour, and was upon the 
Point of returning to Feru/alem, he came to the 
bleſſed Virgin and intreated her with many Sol- 
leitations to retire to his Houſe with the Com- 
panions and Sharers in her Grief, offering it and 
ill be was Maſter of in it to her Service and 
Command. But our bleſſed Lady graciouſly 
returning him Thanks, excuſed herſelf from go- 
ng thither, for that ſhe was committed by her 
teloved Son to the Care of his beloved Diſciple 
Jobn. Who, when Joſeph turn'd to him to be. 
eech him to prevail upon her to honour his 
Houſe with her ſacred Preſence, told them, 
that he muſt lead her immediately to Mount Sion, 
the Place where Jeſus had but the Night before 
upp'd with his Diſciples, and where he himſelf 
propoſed to remain with her. Upon which they 
forthwith adored at the Sepulchre, and after pay- 
ng their Submiſſion to the holy Virgin, and their 
Reſpects to her Company, they went their Way: 
but our bleſſed Lady, St. Jobn, and the devout 
Women remain'd a while longer over- againſt the 
Kpulchre. 

At length St. John remonſtrating to our bleſſed 
Lady that it was neither ſafe to remain there late 
Night, nor decent to enter the City much 
ater in the Day, ſhe E 8 aroſe, and kneel- 

ing: 
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ing before the Sepulchre embraced it, ſaying : 
Farewell my deareft, beſt beloved Son; fince I 
may not, muſt not ſtay no longer near thee, I 
recommend thee to thy eternal Father's all-wiſc 
and mighty Care; then lifting her Eyes to Hea- 
ven with abundance of Tears, and Heart full of 
Love and Grief, To you, O eternal Father, I 
recommend this dear Depoſit of your and my 
only begotten Son. Oh take under your Pro- 
tection, and guard from every Inſult his precious 
Body, and-with it accept my Soul which I here 
leave together with it. Then riſing ſhe depart- 


| 
ed with her Companions from the Monument. 
When they came again to the Croſs, ſhe 
kneel'd down and adored, faying : Here died © , 
my dear, my precious Son; here he poured out - 
. the generous Sea of Blood for Man's Redemp- 
tion : And after her Example, all did the ſame. 1 
Nor is it without good Grounds that we may W „ 
believe our bleſſed Lady to have been the firſt h 
Reverer of the Croſs. - When they drew nigh @ | 
to the City, the Women veil'd her like a WI. :7 
dow and walked diſtreſsful and afflited before M 
her, and ſhe proceeded after them with her Head + 
and Face quite cover'd, between St. 7obn and 7 
St. Mary Vardalen, At their Entrance into — 
Town a pious Contention aroſe between theſe — 


Two, the Magdalen pleading hard that our blel- 
ſed Ledy might come to reſide at her Houle, Gr 
' alledging the Goodneſs With which our Lord] ,* 
had honour'd her in his Life-time in frequently 
reſorting to it. But St. Jobn, on the oth 
Hand, was. defirous of leading the ſacred Vir 
gin to Mount Sion, where he ſaid ſhe would be 
er, and more within the Reach of all the 
Friends. Accordingly our bleſſed Lady deter 
| min 
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JESUS CHRIST. 
min'd to go thither, and the Magdalen follow'd 
her. As they paſs'd along the Town many 
devout Perſons of both Sexes met her and con- 
doled with her, crying out alogd againſt the op- 
probrious Injuſtice done to her divine Son, as 
they led her on to the Houſe whither ſhe was re- 


pairing. When ſhe arrived at the Place where | 


ſhe was to remain, turning to her At 
ſhe returned them Thanks, and they ſubmiſ- 


fively bowing, paid her Homage and Condos 
lance. . follow'd b her two Si- 
ſters and the Magdalen into the Houſe; after 
which St. Fobn plating himſelf at the Door, and 
returning Thanks to the reſt, and making ſome 
Excuſes for not inviting them in on Account of 
the Lateneſs of the Evening, and the melan- 
cholly Situation of the afflicted Virgin, he dif- 
miſſed them. But with diſconſolate Eyes did 
this childleſs Mother look round the Hou 
where ſhe could no more fee the Object of 
her Delight. Oh fair, and beauteous, O love- 
ly Son ! where art thou now? O Fobn ! where 
is my only Son? O Magdales | where is thy 
Maſter, that more than Parent who loved thee 
ſo tenderly ? O beloved Siſters ! where iz my 
Feſus ? Every Joy is now fled from me; every 
Sweetneſs, every pleaſing Sight vaniſhes from 
my Eyes, now he 18 no more before me. 


alas, what Agonies he ſuffer d! Alg, how my 


Grief augments when ever I look hack to be- 
hold him all torn, all bruiſed, all disfigured, 
ſighing, panting, and „ with Thirſt, An- 
guiſh, and Violence! What Inſults, what Tor- 
ments, and what Taunts did he go through ! 
And I, oh me! wiſh'd and wiſh'd in vain to com- 
fort him. His Foes 9 * 
* 
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his Friends meanly and ſhamefully forſook him, 
his poor his tender Mother wanted Power to 
help him, and his Father, his Almighty Father 
would not reſcue him : And with what Expe- 
dition was he not hurried to the cruel, inhuman- 
ly cruel, unnaturally cruel Slaughter! ? What 
Wretch ſo vile was ever condemn'd, and exe- 
cuted with ſo much Injuſtice, Barbarity and Pre- 

cipitation as my poor innocent inoffenſive Son 
Feſus?* O my Son Feſus ! in this laſt one un- 
happieſt of Nights waſt thou baſely betray'd, 
inhumanly ſeiz*'d, perfidiouſſy condemn'd, and 
now gbr Re, thou bel un juſtly mur- 
der'd. O deareſt Feſus how bitter is this Se- 
paration from thee, and how inſupportable the 
ſad Reflection on thy undeſerved i . oe 
Death ! Thus went on this tender, his aff 
Mother, till St. 7ob» at length beſought bw to 
deſiſt from her Exceſs of Grief, and adminiſter'd 
Comfort to her. Do you amidft your pious 
Contemplation wiſh to do the like, devout Rea- 
der, obey her, miniſter to her, and attend and 
comfort her, and join with St. Jebn in prepa- 
ring ſomething for her Refection and for thoſe 
who are with her, who are all faſting and faint : 
And when you have indulged yourſelf a while 
in this pious, ſpiritual Officiouſneſs, procure the 
facred Virgin” s Bleſſing and depart. - 
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CHAP. IXX. 


Meditation on our bleſſed Lady's Conver- 
ſation with her devout Companions. 


N the Morning of the Sabbath, they all 
remain'd in the Houſe with the Doors 
ſhut extremely afflited, and mourning like Or- 
phans for the Loſs of a tender Parent, without 
uttering a Syllable, but looking dejectedly one 
on another, as is uſual on Occaſions of extreme 


. Grief, and ſupply their Want of Words with 


abundant Sighs. While thus they fit diſtreſs- 
ful a ſudden Knocking at the Door alarms and 
diſmays them, for all Courage is flown from 
them. But John going to the Door finds ir to 
be Peter, and removing the Fears of the Com- 
pany by acquainting them with it. Peter with 
the ſacred Virgin's Leave being admitted full of 
Confuſion, Anguiſh, and Repentance approaches, 
but without being able to utter a Word. Af- 
ter him came one by one the reſt of the Diſci- 
ples, weeping and abaſhed. At length, when 
their Tears and Sighs are abated, they begin to 
talk of their dear, deceaſed Lord. O how I 
bluſh from my Soul, fays Peter, and how well 
my confaſed Conſcience tells me that I am un- 
worthy to ſpeak in your Preſence, ſacred Lady, 
or even to be ſcen by Mankind, after having fo 
ſhamefully denied and forſaken my divine Ma- 
ſter who loved me to ſo great a Degree! In 
like Manner all the other Diſciples, with Tears, 
knocking their Breaſts, and deep Sorrow, accu- 
U 3 * ſed 


The LIFE of 
ſed themſelves for having abandoned their 
Lord in his Paſſion. But the gracious Virgin 
Mother conſoled them all, faying. Alas, my 
Children, your and my bountiful Maſter and 
faithful Shepherd has now departed from us for 
a while, and left us like Orphans without a Pa- 
rent. However, I finally truſt to his Good- 
neſs, that he will ſoon be with us again. And 

ou know how good and indulgent he 1s, an 

ow much he loves you all. Deſpair not then, 
but confidently rely on his Goodneſs for your 
Reconciliation, and depend on his Pardon for 
every Fault and Offence you have hitherto com- 


| mitted againſt him. For he knows full well the 
Frailty of your Natures, and the Greatneſs of 
the Temptation. By his Almighty Father's 


Permiſſion ſuch was the Fury, and Outrage of 
his miſchievous Enemies, that your ſtaying 


with him could not have been of Service ta 


him: Therefore be not diſcouraged, Truly, 
O benign Lady, ſays Peter, thus far what you 
ſay I hope will in ſome Meaſure alleviate my 


Offence : It was the very Fury you ſpeak of 
which ſo terrified me, as to make me think my- 

ſelf in Danger of falling a Victim to it and that 
Terror it was which made me fo ſhamefully 

deny my Lord. Nor did I at the Inſtant re- 
flect on the Word by which he foretold this 
Denial. The Magdalen then enquiring con- 


cerning this Prediction of-our Lord, Peter told 


her the Circumſtances of it, and added, that 
our Lord had told them many Things at his 


Laſt Supper. Upon which our bleſſed Lady 
defiring to be informed of all the Particulars of 


What her divine Son had done and ſaid on that 


Occaſion, Peter made a Sign to Jobn, and on 
3 jo e oj related 
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related the whole Particulars. And then as well 
5 concerning this as other Oecaſions, they related 
1 among themſelves, ſometimes one and ſome- 
y times another, ſeveral Things which Chrift had 
d taught and practiſed amongſt them: And thus 
Ir they paſs'd the whole Day in talking of him, 
1- O how attentively did the Magdalen, and much 
[- more our bleſſed Lady liſten to all this. O how 
q often did ſhe in that Day cry out, Bleſſed for 

ever be my holy Son Feſus ! Behold then dili- 


n, gently and compaſſionate them in the extreme 
ur Affliction which this Day overwhelms them. 
or For what a Sight was it to behold the Queen of 


n Heaven and Earth, the Princes of the holy Church, 
he and the Directors of Cbriſt's People ſeized with 
of ſo great Sorrow and forced to abſcond themſelves 
r's in that little Houſe, not knowing what to do, 
of having nothing to comfort them but only to 
ng communicate together and repeat the former 
ta Sayings and Actions of their divine Lord and 
ly, Maſter Jeſus. Our bleſſed Lady however re- 
on mained with a peaceful and ſerene Mind, being 
oy always firm and conftant in the certain Hopes of 
of her Son's Reſurrection; in which Hopes ſhe 
wy: perſiſtedthe whole Sabbath; for which Reaſon the 
hat Sabbath is a Day ſpecially dedicated by the Church 
lly to her. Her Comfort however was not wholly 
e- free from Grief whenever ſhe thought on the 
this bitter Death and ſufferings of her bleſſed Son. 
_ Now when the Sun was gone down, and it 
old was lawful for them to- work, Mary Magdalen 
that and the other Mary that was with her, went 
tus out to buy certain {ſweet Spices to make Oint- 
ad) WY ments to anoint the Body. For the Night be- 
of fore, after they came from the Sepulchre, they 
tha' began to make Things ready for it till Sun-ſet, 
71 KS after 
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after which Time they were filent ;for according 
to the Law they were oblig'd to keep the Sab- 
bath from Sun- ſet the Evening before, till the 
Setting of the ſame on the Sabbath Evening. 
Behold them now how they go with ſorrowful 
and mournful Countenance, 'and apply to ſome 
devout good Man for the Spices they had occa- 
fion for ; and he tenderly compaſſionating their 
Affliction willingly ſupplied them. Wherefore 
chuſing the beſt Spices they could find, they re- 
turn'd home again, and applied themſelves to 
compound a precious Ointment after the beſt 
Manner they were capable. Caſt an Eye to- 
wards them and behold how they labour for 
our Lord Jeſus, weeping, fighing, and forrow- 
ful: Our bleſſed Lady and the Apoſtles ſtood | 
looking on them, and undoubtedly, when | 
'needful, lent a helping Hand; which done, and 
Night being come, they ceaſed and retired to 
Repoſe, which we may piouſly imagin was very 
little. 0 TO | 


CHAP. 


—— 
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CH AP. LXXI. 


How our Lord Jeſus deſcended into the 


Limbo of the Fathers. 


E are now to conſider what our bleſſed 
Lord did on this Day of the Sabbath. 
You are to know then, that as ſoon as he ex- 
pired, his bleſſed Soul deſcended into that Part 
of Hell call'd Limbo, where the Souls of the 
Fathers were detain'd, and there he remain'd 
with them. During which Time they were 
in Poſſeſſion of Glory, for the Viſion of God is 
the perfect Glory of the Bleſſed. Oh how great 
was his Bounty, how great his Love, and how 
great his Humility! He could if he had pleas'd have 
deliver'd his Servants by the Means of an ange- 
lical Meſſenger, who might have conducted 
them to his Preſence in whatever Place he had 
choſen: but this his infinite Love and Humility 
would not ſuffer him to do. Wherefore he 
himſelf deſcended; and tho' Lord of all, viſited 
them, not as Servants, but as intimate and fa- 
miliar Friends, and remain'd with them till Sun. 
day following near the Break of Day. Think 
well on this, and endeavour to copy after ſo 

t a Pattern, | 
The holy Fathers were in an Extaſy of im- 
menſe Joy at the Approach of their Redeemer : 
All Anxiety then gave Place to ineffable De- 
light, and their Petitions and Sollicitations for a 
ſpeedy Deliverance from this State of Captivity 


were changed into Praiſes and Thankſgiving jo 
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the ĩnexpreſſible Benefit of their preſent Redemp- 


tion. When therefore the Soul of Jeſus advan- 
ced towards them, imagin you fee the holy 
Tribe aſſembled together, haſting with Tran- 
ſports of earneſt Alacrity to meet him, and cry- 
out to him: Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, 
becauſe he bas viſited and wrought the Redemption 
of his People. Raiſe up your drooping Heads, 
O afflicted Fellow-captives, for behold your Re- 
n is coming. Riſe up, riſe up, O Je- 
ruſalem, break the Chain from off your Neck, 
behold the Saviour comes to ranſom us from 
our Fetters. Lift up your Gates, O Princes, 
and be ye liſted up, O eternal Gates, and th 
King — enter in. We adore you, 
Cbriſt, and we bleſs you, our moſt loving Cod. 
And thus falling down they adored kim with 
unſpeakable Joy and thx Thus did they 


continue in Lauds and Thankſgiving before our 
Lord till the Dawn of the Third Day. At 


which Time our Lord, heading this happy Tribe, 


led them glorious and triumphant from that ſub- 
terraneous Place of their Captivity to that earth- 


ly Paradice of Delights, where thoſe glorious 
Prophets of God Elias and Enoch are waiting 


"the coming of Antichriſt whom they are ap- 


inted to oppoſe. Here our bleſſed Redeemer 
id ſometime with them, and here they ſtil 
perſiſted, in Conjuction with "thoſe two vene- 


rable Men, in praifing, thankſgiving, and glo- 


wr hg: he all-gracious Benefactor. At length 
viour told them, that it was Time- for 


; bim to leave them and to depart to reaſſume his 
facred Body, by a glorious Reſurrection. Go 
then, ay they, O divine, O bounteous Re- 

_ deemer, O King of Glory, compleat the mer. 


ciful 
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ciful Work you have ſo graciouſly and ſo 
divinely carried on; but oh vouchſafe ſpeedi 
to return to us that our Joy be redoubled in the 
deſirable Sight of your facred Body, which we 
have ſq long and fo earneſtly yearn'd and figh'd 
after. 

You ſee then, O devout Reader, that you 
need not want Matter of pious Meditation, du- 
ring the Interval between our Lord's Death and 
Refurre&ion. Hitherto I have made but few 
and ſhort Meditations on the whole Paſſion of 
Chriſt, that the Mind might not be taken off 
from attending to the Series of his Sufferings. 
But now it will not be improper to make ſome 
ferious Reflections concerning it. | 

Soul ? Can you 


What think you, O Chri 
pe any Thing leſs than your whole Life to Chri/, 


generouſly laid down his precious Life for 


| wy and It Wk the moſt excruciating Torments 
ſel 


f, to'free you from bearing them forallEter- 
nity ? Were the Lives of all the Sons of Adam, 
the Duration of the Angels, and the Worth 
of the whole Creation, to be united in one living 
Creature, yet would ſuch a Creature be nothing 
in compariſon with that beautiful ſtupendous 
and bleſſed Body of his. Were all the excellent 
Talents of every animated to be center'd 
in one, what would they be to the ſuperior Vir- 
tues aſſembled in his ion from the Holy 
Ghoſt, in his Birth from a Virgin, in the Inno- 


cence of his Life, in the Elegance of his Do- 


Erine, in the Brilliancy of his Miracles, in the 


Revelation of his Sacraments and Myſteries. 


Were all the Torments, which Nature can fuf- 


- to be inflicted on W yet would they 
net hing in value to what. he went through, 
\ mn 
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in the Series of his Life, -Paſſion and Death. 
The Heavens then are not ſo high cxalted a. 
bove the Earth as his Ways are above ours, and 
his Life above our Life. Nay, Nothing, un- 
exiſting ,nothing bears a nearer Proportion to 
Something than our Life does to his. Nothing 
can be ſo excellent as this, nothing is more mi- 
ſerable than that. Our Life is all Corruption, 
his Life Purity itſelf: Ours of no Worth, his of 
immenſe Value. And yet he grudg'd not to 
lay down that precious Life, to ſave us from 
eternal Death. O Exceſs of Goodneſs! When 
therefore we have devoted to him our Life, and 
all that is valuable in it, we fall ſtill as ſhort of 
what he has done for us, and our Offering is 
no more to be compar'd to his, than the twink- 


ling Light of the remoteſt Star to the Luſtre of 


the Sun, the leaſt Drop of Water to a great Ri- 


ver, a Pebble to an enormous Mountain, or a 


Grain of Wheat to a Summer's Harveſt. 
Twas not of trivial Matters that this bleſſcd 
Redeemer ſtripp'd himſelf for you. He lower d 
himſelf, and that not a little, to exalt you : He 
lower'd himſelf to Fleſh, he lower'd himſelf to 
Death, and the Death of the Croſs. O who 
can expreſs this Exceſs of Humility, Meelxneſs, 
and Condeſcenſion in the God of Majetty's 
deigning, to put on Fleſh, to be puniſh'd with 
Death, to be diſgraced with a Croſs? Perhaps 


it way be aik'd: But could not the Creator have 


repair'd the Work of his on Hands, without 
all this Difficulty ? Doubtleſs, he could; but 


_ he choſe to do otherwiſe, though to his own 
_- Coſt; that the baſe and deteſtable Crime of In- 


gratitude might no more take Root in the Heart 


of Man. He ſuffer'd therefore an immenſity 
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of Labour and noms to provoke Man to 
pay him the juſt Debt of an immenſity of Love; 
and to move him, whom the Facility of his 
Creation had render'd ungrateful and indevout 
to be grateful and earneſt in Thankſgiving for 
his Redemption which was wrought with ſo much 
Difficulty. How did ungrateful Man reaſon 
upon his Creation ? I was made indeed out of 
nothing gratis, but I was made without any 
Expence or Labour to my Maker; he ſaid, and 
I was made, like all other Beings. But now 
the Month of them that ſpeak Lies was ſtopp d. 
And now, O Man, the immenſe Coſt which 
God has been at in redeeming you 1s as appa- 
rent as the Noon-day Sun. Your Redeemer to 
ranſom you diſdain'd not becoming from a Sove- 
reign Lord an humble Servant, from infinitely 
Rich extremely Poor, from the immortal Word 
mortal Fleſh, from the Son of God the Son of 

Conſider yourſelf rightly then, and remem- 
ber that if you was made of nothing, you was 
not redeemed with nothing, In fix Days God 
created all Things, and you among the reſt : But 


he was three and thirty Years upon Earth la- 


bouring and working your Redemption, O how 
hardly did he toil, bearing the Neceſſities of 


the Fleſh, the Anxieties and Tribulations of 


the Spirit, and all the ſevere Trials his Ene- 
mies could put him to! Did he not heap to 
himſelf all the Horrors of Death, and - 
vate thoſe Horrors with the Ignominy of the 
Croſs ? | 

O how amiable, lovely Jeſus, how amiable 
to me above all Things does thy Chalice render 
thee ! that Chalice, that bitter, bitter _— 

whic 
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which thou vouchſafedſt to drink for our Re: 
demption! This; this demands and juſtly de- 
mands all our Affection: This alone ought to 
engroſs all our Love: This alone ſhould ſuffice 
{weetly to attract, juſtly to win, cloſely to knit, 
and forcibly to captivate us to thee, You ſee 
then, pious Reader, that the Author of Na- 
ture was at no Expence in the Fabgic of the 
World in compariſon of what it coft the Re- 
deemer of Nature to reſtore it. He ſpoke but, 
and the Former was made, he but gave his Or- 
ders and it was created. But in the Latter his 
Words were contradicted, his Actions repri- 
manded, he was inſulted with Torments, was 
8 with Death, and reviled with the 
$ 


It was the Height of infinite Goodneſs in 
Chriſt to deliver up his Life a Prey to Death 
for us; and to pay down from out of his own 
ſacred Side the full Ranſom due to his eternal 
Father, In this how truly did he fulfill what 
the P/almif ſung of him. With the Lord is 
Mercy, and with him plentiful Redemption ! 
Plentiful indeed was this Redemption, to effect 
which he pour'd forth not a fingle Drop, not 
from one Part of his Body, but Seas of Blood 
from five ſeveral Parts, beſides a River from 
every Pore. Think then, O Man, on the 
Greatneſs of your Obligation: Think on the 
Debt of Love you owe him. What is it he 
ſhould have done and has not done for you ? 


He has enlightened you, when. blind; unbound 


you, when in Chains; ſet you right, when 
aſtray ; and reconciled you, when gully: Who 
then can forbear running . earfull 
him who delivers us * 
$ 
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winks at our Frailties, who gives us living the 
Means to merit, and beſtows on us in Death 
the Reward of the Merit he gives? What Ex- 
euſe can any one plead for not after 
the fragrant Odour of his Unguents? Not ſure- 
ly that the Fragrancy of it did not reach him? 
The Odour of his ſ{weet-ſcented Life has 
through the whole Earth. For the w 
Earth is full of his Mercy, and the Effects of 
his Mercy ſurpaſs all his other Works. He 
therefore who is inſenſible to, or follows not, 
this fragrant Odour is totally dead, or totally 
corrupted. 

The holy Spouſe in the Canticles is not 
aſhamed of the Blackneſs- ſhe borrow'd from 
her Spouſe, whom to be like is the Summit of 
true Glory. There is nothing more glorious 
than to put on the Blackneſs of R which 
Cbriſt himſelf put on. Hence ſays the Apoſtle, 
vith falatary Tranſport : Fer Je it from me-t6 
glory in any Thing but the Croſs of our Lord Fefus 
Cbriſt. How dear ought the I y of the 
Croſs to be to all thoſe who are ſo — 
to be at Variance with him who ſuffer d on it for 
our Sakes? There is a Blackneſs in it, we muft 
own, but that Blackneſs is beautiful inaſmuch as 
it was the Form and Likeneſs of our Lord. 
Whom elſe did /@iahb, in Spirit, call the Man 
of Sorrows, knowing , who bad nei- 
ther Form nor Comelineſs. Him, ſays he, we 
Seemed frikes, fmittes of Cad and humbled. Bus 
be was wounded for our Tranſpreſuons, he was 
bruiſed for our Iniquities, ang with his Stripes we 


are healed, 


What, 
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What, Fellow Chriftians | Did Chri# take 
upon him the Shame of Sin for our Sakes, and 
ſhall we be aſhamed of being vilified or reputed 
black for his Sake? Look attentively on this 
vilified Saviour, disfigured in Dreſs and Mock- 
Garments, defaced with bloody Wounds, de- 
filed with nauſeous Spittle, mortified with Blows, 
and pale with Death. What more deform'd or 
blacken'd could ſtrike the Eyes of his Behold- 
ers, than he, when, with his Arms wide-ex- 
tended on the Croſs, he afforded Laughter to | 
his inveterate Enemies, Tears to the Faithful, 1 
and Agony to convulſed Nature, when - \ 
alone was a Subject of Mockery and 8 Tr 
who aldne was worthy to command Re beg, > 
and able to inflict Terror through the whole I © 
Univerſe ? 

Meditate therefore, O pious / Reader, the I al 
Sufferings of that ſacred, crucified Body, and WU W 
ſee if there is any Thing there which does not I © 

lead for you to the eternal Father. For you A 
it is that that divine Head is pierced with innu- H 
merable Thorns. My People, fays: the Lord, 8 
by his Prophet, have cover'd me all over with 
the Thorns of their Sins. Leſt your Head E. 
ſhould ach, left your Intentions ' ſhould be I W. 
wounded, his Eyes were cloſed by Death, and I Sa 
the Luminaries of the World were at that Inſtant I Gr 
extinct. At the Darkening of his ſacred Eyes, I Re 
thoſe great Lights were eclipſed with the reſt, ¶ qu: 
and univerſal Darkneſs — the whole I} 's 
Earth. And why all this, but that your Eyes H 
might be averted Cook beholding 83 or has 
being attrated by it. fati 

mir 
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Thoſe bleſſed Ears which perpetually hear 
in Heaven, Holy, holy; holy; Lord God of Sab- 
bath, heard upon Earth, Thou heſb 4 Devil, 
Crucify him, - crucify bim. And all, that your 
Ears might be deaf no longer to the Voice of 
God, or to the Cries of the Poor: but deaf to 
Detraction, deaf to Discourſes injurious to God 
or detrimental to your Brother, and deaf to 
every vain aud unprofitable Sounc. 

That drvinely beauteous Face, the moſt come- 
ly of all among the Sons of Men, was defiled 
with Spittle, disfigured with Bruiſes, profaned 
with Dirt, and ſet to Scorn, that your Face 
might be made fair and ſhining ; and, become 
confident in Goodneſs, might not tyra to. oppo- 
ſite Extremes. 

That bleſſed Mouth which directel Angels 
and inſtructed Men in heavenly | Zain = 
which, but ſpoke and all Things were done ac- 
cording. to his Will, was plied with Vinegar 
and Gall; and why? but that your Mouth and, 
Heart might thenceforth be enabled to rehſh the 
Sweets of Truth, and confeſs your God. 

Thoſe heavenly , Hands, which molded the 
Earth and Heavens, were barbarouſly ſretch'd 
with Nails on the Croſs. Why did your guiltleſs 
Saviour ſubmit to this, but to purchaſe you the 
Grace of keeping your Hands eyer open to the 
Relief of the Needy. and Diſtreſs d; and to 
qualify you to ſay with the P/almyft : My Soul 
is always in my Hands ? What we carry in our 
Hands we cannot eaſily forget; and thus he who 
has his Soul for ever in his Hands by his. inde- 
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Thoſe ficred Feet whoſe Footſtool we ought 
to adore, becauſe it is holy, were inhumanly 
transftæ'd with Nails, that your Feet might not 
hurry to Evil, but run on in the Way of the 
Commandments of your God. They have pitrced 
my Feet, ſays the Prophet in the Perſon of 
Chriſt," they have number'd all my Bones. For 
you he facrificed his Fleſh and his Life, to pur- 
chaſe your Body and Soul; and thus he ran- 
ſomꝰd all you are, with all be is himſelf. 

” RouZ& yourſelf up then, my Soul, and, ſhak- 
ing off your Duſt, contemplate this memorable, 
this incomparable Man, this Man-God, whom 
you fee before you in the tranſparent Chryſtal 
of the holy Goſpel. Confider, my Soul, Who 
is this, who proceeds with the majeſtic Air of a 
Monarch, though cover'd with the Ignominy 
of a deſpicable Slave? He moves with a Crown 
on his Head, but his Diadem is an Inftrument 
of Torments, and his facred Temples are tranſ- 
fixed with innumerable Wounds from it. He 
is deck d in royal Robes, but they are to him 
Badges of Scorn inſtead of Honour. He waves 
a Scepter in his Hand, not to command others, 
but to he ſtruck with it himſelf. He is adored 
with bended Knees, proclaim'd a King, and 
receives the Homages of a numerous Multitude, 
but they are Marks of Contempt inſtead of Du- 
ty and Fidelity. His lovely Viſage is ſpit upon, 
his beautiful Cheeks are buffetted, and his ho- 
nourable Neck bends under Diſhonour. 

* Behold, my Soul, how this facred Man of 
Sorrows, is abuſed and reviled. He is com- 
manded all faint and firiking beneath his Stripes 
to bend his ſacred Shoulders under the heavy 
Load of kis Croſs, arid to bear his Ignominy 
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to the Place of Execution. He is rais'd on the 
Croſs, he is inſulted and ſcoff d at there, and 
admitted no other Comfort than a Draught of 
Vinegar mix 'd with Gall. And in return for 
all this Uſage 5A he only ſays: Father forgive 
—— for they know not what they do. What a 
pendous One is ＋ who amidſt all his Tor- 
5 — and Il uſage never once open'd his 
Mouth to complain of, accuſe, threaten, or 
curſe the xccurſed Brutes, who are bufied in do- 
ing him ſych cruel Injuſtice! But after all their 
Ill-treatment of him breaks forth into ſuch 
Terms of Bleffing as have no Example. What 
Inftance of Meekneſs, Patience, and Goodneſs 
can we gg like him? 
But look, my Soul, yet a little nigher, and 
ſee how wotthy e is to engroſs Rr Admi- 
ration and Pity. Behold him naked, and torn 
with Stripes, ſuſpended by iron Nails on an Igno- 
minious ofs between Fred Thieves, plied with 
Vinegar and Gall, perſecuted" to Death, nay 
even beyond Death with a Lance which rips 
open his facred Side. And view him thus pour: 
forth five Rivers of precious Blood from his 
Honda Feet, and Side, „open your 
Sluices, my Eyes, and thou, O my Soul, melt 
into Tenderneſs, diſſolve into Pity for this moſt 
lovely of the Sons of Men, whom thou ſee'ſt a- 
malt all this Meekneſs oppreſs'd with every in- 


jurious Treatment. 


O look down, Lord, eternal Father! look 
down ſrom your Sanctuary above, and beho 
this ſacred Offering which our High-Prieſt, your 
holy Son Feſus Chrif, offers to you for the Sins 
of us his Brethren,and el Gan to the Mul- 
titude of our Iniquities * of our Ma- 
| lice, 
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lice. Behold, the Blood of our Brother 7e/: 
crying to you from the Croſs: Behold I am 
crown d with Glory and Honour. Earneſt he 
ſtands ſolliciting at your Right-Hand for us; 
for he is our Fleſh and our Brother. 

Look, oh Lord, on the Countenance of Chriſt 
thy Son, who is become obedient to thee even 
to Death, and let not the Marks of his Wounds 
be ever from before thy Eyes, that thou mayſt 
always remember the Satisfaction he has made 
to thee for our Sins. Would, O Lord, that 
the Sins by which we have deſerved thy Indig- 
nation were placed in a Ballance with the Cala- 
mity which thy moſt innocent Son Jeſus ſuffer'd 
for us] May every Tongue return thee Thanks, 
oh Lord, for thy great Goodneſs to us, who 
ſparedſt not thy only Son, but deliveredſt him 
to Death for us, to the end we might have ſo 
great, ſo true an Advocate with thee in Hea- 
ven! And to thee, oh bleſſed Jeſus, what Acts 
of Thankſgiving, or what Retribution worthy 
thy Acceptance can I make, wha am Duſt and 
Aſhes—a vile Compound of Clay? For what 
was there wanting for my Salvation which thou 
haſt not done 3 the Crown of the Head 
to the Soal of the Foot thou waſt wholly plung'd 
in the Waters of Suffering and Affliction, to 
extract me out of the ſame. The Waters have 
enter'd even to thy blefſed Soul. Thy Soul was 
ſeparated by Death, that thou might reſtore me 
8527 which had. loſt. Wheretore thou haſt 


— 


bound me to thee by a double Debt, that is, by 
what thou haſt beſtow'd upon me, and by what 
Fiete for my ſake : I am indebted to thee 
for my Life which t ice thou haſt given me, once 
in my Creation, py once in my N 
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Wherefore I have nothing to offer thee which 
more juſtly is thy Due, than my Life itſelf. 
I cannot find what Recompenee Man can make 
thee, O Chriſt, for thy precious Soul which 
was ſo much troubled, and burden'd with Afflic- 
tion. For were the Heavens, the Earth, and all 
the Beauties belonging to them, in my Power, 
they would all fall ſhort of the Greatneſs of the 
Debt I owe thee. It is thy Gift, oh Lord, 
that I even make thee any Part of that Return 
which I owe thee. I ought to love thee with all 
my Heart, with all my Soul. with all my Mind, 
and with all my Strength, and to follow thy 
Example v ho vouchſafedſt to die for me: and 
how ſhall I be able to do this but by thy Help? 
My Soul ſhall follow cloſe after thee becauſe 
her whole Strength depends on thee. Thus far 
S. Bernard ; but let us now proceed to the Re- 
ſurrection of our Lord Jeſus. 
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CHAP. LXXIL 


Of the glorious Reſurrection of our Lord 
Jeſus, and how he appear'd firſt to his 
bleſſed Mother, 


the Break of Day, the Soul of our bleſſed 

„ accompanied by a glorious Tribe of bleſ- 

ſed Spirits, return'd again to the Sepulchre where 
his Body lay: And re-afluming the fame he aroſe 
by Virtue of his facred Divinity, and puraculouſ- 
y went out of the Grave without opening it. 
And about the ſame Lime, Mary Magdalen, 
Mary of James, and Mary of Salome, taking 
Leave of our bleſſed Lady, ſet out towards the 
Sepulchre of our Lord, taking with them many 
precious Ointments which they had prepar'd for 
that Purpoſe. The bleſſed Virgin in the mean 
Time remain'd at home, fix'd in devout Pray- 
er, which we may piouſly imagin ſhe made in 
the Manner following: Moſt merciful Father, 
full of Clemency and Pity, you know that my 
moſt beloved and bleſied Son is vow dead and 
buried, and that he was fit -cnuelly fix'd to a 
_ diſgraceful Croſs between two Thieves, and that 
after he had refign'd his bleſſed Soul to you, I 
myſelf help'd to place in the Sepulchre his ſacred 
Body, which I conceived without Blemiſh, and 
bore without Pain, Thou knoweſt, oh Lord, 
he was all the Good I poſſeſs'd, all I could de- 
fire, and the only Comfort and Life of my Soul. 
But at length he was ſuddenly ſnatch'd from 


me 
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me, being full of Sorrow, cover'd with Wounds, 
rent & ſcourg'd, and by his cruel Enennes 
ſhamefully, abuſed, and condemn'd to De- ths 
ſo that he was forſaken by his Diſciples who fied 
from him, and I his diſconſolate and afflicted 
Mother could noways help him. But now, 
oh Father of Mercy, though at that Time it 
pleaſed thee not to deliver him from that cruel 
and bitter Paſſion, yet as thy holy Will is now 
fully accompliſh'd, and *tis in thy Power to re- 
ſtore him again ſafely to me; I beleech thy 
divine Majeſty to do i 4 Why does he tarry ſo 
long from me ? Send him edi to me, oh 
moſt bountiful Father, for my Soul can have no 
Peace till I behold him. Oh my moſt. (weet 
Son Feſus, where art thou now? What art 
thou doing, and why daſt thou ſtay ſo long be- 
fore thou comeſt to relieve me? Make no longer 
Delay, I beſeech thee, but come; for thou thy- 
ſelf ſaidſt, that thou wouldft riſe the third Day, 
and is not this the third Day? Riſe therefore, 
my Beloved, my Joy, and comfort me with 
thy Preſence, whom thou haſt ſo much afflict- 
ed with thy Abſence. 

As our Lady Was thus praying and bathing 
herſelf in Floods of Tears which flow'd from her 
lovely Eyes, our bleſſed Lord appear'd ſudden- 
ly to her, and ſtood before her in White, and 
with pleaſing and loving Aſpect ſolaced her 
laying: Hail, holy Parent. And ſhe ſurpriſed 
with ſudden Joy faid : Art thou my bleſſed Son 
Jeſus? And bowing down ſhe adored him. 
And he again to her : *Tis I, my beloved Mo- 
ther, I am riſen again = th, and am 


now preſent with you. My Sorrows are ceaſed, 
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I have triumph'd over Death, and have over- 
come all my Pain and Anguiſh, ſo that they 
can never .more have any Power over me: To 
whom ſheanſwer'd : Bleſſed be thy omnipotent 
and eternal Father who has comforted me again 
with thy Preſence ; may his holy Name be ex- 
alted, magnified, and praiſed for ever. Thus 
lovingly converſing together our Lord Jeſus re- 
lated to her 'the Things he had wrought in 
thoſe three Days after his Paſſion, and how 
he deliver'd - the Fathers from the Priſon in 
which they were confin'd. Wherefore this is a 
ſovereign Paſcha, this the joyful Day of which 
the royal Prophet ſpoke, ſaying : This is the 
Day which our Lord bath made, let us rejoice 
and be glad therein. N 


CHAP. 


JESUS CHRIST. 


C HAP. LXXIII. 


Concerning the Coming f the three Marys 
to the Monument, and of the Race between 
Peter and John. 

HE Magdalen, as we have ſaid before, in 

Company of the other two Marys, went 
to the Monument with the Ointments. When 
they came to the Entrance of the Sepulchre, 
they were in a Kind of Concern how they 
ſhould get in, bo will roll away the Stone for 
us from the Monument, ſay they? But no ſooner 
had they faid it, than looking up they ſaw the 

Stone removed and an Angel fitting upon it, 

who ſaid to them, Be not afraid. They how- 

ever, diſappointed of their Hopes by not finding 
the Body of our Lord, gave little Attention to 
the Angel; but running back affrighted, told 
the Diſciples that our Lord's Body was taken 
away. Upon which Peter and Fobn immediate- 
ly aroſe and ran to the Monument with Zeal 
and Anxiety, and the Marys after. them. 

When they came thither they found not the 

Body, but only the Winding-ſheet and other 

Linnen it was wrapt in. Wherefore they re- 

rurn'd back immediately with their Eyes bathed 

in Tears, and their Hearts rending with Af- 
fliction. They ſought their Lord but could not 
find him, nor knew they now where or which 

Way to ſeek for him. | Compaſſionate them 

then, pious Reader, in ſo great an Affliction. 
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H E Marys however remain'd Ski and 

| looking towards the Monument faw two 
Angels ſtanding” in white, who ſaid to them, 
Whom do you ſeek ? Do you ſeek, One living, 
among the Dead ? But they gaye no Attention 
to the Angels, nor receiv'd any Comfort from 
this Viſion. For they came not to ſeek Angels 
but the Lord of Angels, Two of the Marys 
therefore loft and ablorb'd in Affliction, with- 
drew to a little Diſtance from the Monument 
and ſat down to ſooth their Grief. - While the 
Magdalen at a Loſs what to do, and unable to 
live without her divine Maſter, fat fadly penſive 
and weeping at the Mouth of the Sepulchre : 
WW here again ſne ſaw the ſame Angels, who 
aſk*d her: Woman, why do you weep *? 
Whom do you ſeek * They have taken away 
my Lord, ſaid the, and I know not where they 
have laid him. O wonderful Operation of 
Love ! One Angel had told her he was riſen; 
and two others had aſſured her, he was alive; 
and yet ſo forgetful is ſhe as to ſay, I know not. 
Love, diyine Love was the Cauſe of this Self. 
oblivion in the Magdalen. For as Origen ſays on 
this Paſſage, her Soul was not with her, but with 
her divine Maſter. Hence ſhe knew not; that 
is, ſhe knew neither how to hear, fend; nor 
think without him. Wherefore while thus ſhe 
as | 7 | : I 1 Con- 
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continued weeping, diſconſolate, and regardleſs 
of all the Angel faid to her, her divine Maſter, 
overcome as it were by her Exceſs of Loye, ap- 
pear'd to her to conſole her, and ſaid, Loman, 
whom ſeek you, why do you weep * At firſt ſheknew 
him not, but inebriated with Affection, anſwer- 
ed him, Lord, if you have taken my Lord away, 
tell me where you have put him. Think then you 
fee this glorious Woman with her Face bathed 
in a Flood of Tears, beſeeching, and with eve- 
ry moving Remonſtrance earneſtly conjuri 
him to tell her, whereſhe may find the belov 
Object ſhe was in ſearch of: For ſtill ſhe hoped 
to hear ſome glad Things of him. How grate- 
ful a Sight was this to Chri#! He therefore 
again ſaid to her, Mary / When immediately, 
coming as it were to herſelf, and knowing him 
by his Voice, ſhe cried out in 3 "Tranſport of 
unutterable Joy, Rabbi] that is, Mafer ! Ah, 
you are the ſweet, the adorable Lord I was 
ſeeking with ſo much Eagerneſs ! Then riſing 
ſhe ran to have embraced his Feet. But our 
Lord to raiſe her Mind to a more celeſtial Af- 
fection, and wean her from his earthly Preſence, 
ſaid to her: Touch me not, for I have not yet 
aſcended to my Father ;, but tell my Brethren, 
J aſcend to my Father and your Father. After 
they had a while converſed in a celeſtial Manner 
with each other, our Lord gave her his Bleſſin 
and departed,  -when ſhe full of Joy an 
ſpiritual Comfort went to her Companions and 
told them the gladſome News. They were ex- 
ceedingly overjoy'd at the Tydings of our Lord's 
Reſurrection : but when they found they were not 


bleſſed with a Sight of him, they departed home- 
wards vithGrief* and Deſection. But as the above- 
men- 
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mention*d three Marys were. proceeding on their 
Way, before they came to the City, the benign 
Jeſus vouchſafed to appear to them, ſaying, Hail! 
No ſooner did they hear and ſee him, than 
ſeized with a Joy beyond the Power of Words 
to expreſs, they fell on their Faces and adored 
him. Here again our Lord vouchſafed to en- 
ter into a . gracious and ineffable Converſation 
with them for ſome time, concerning his ſublime 
Myſteries. After which he told them : Bid my 
Brethren come to me in Galilee, there they will ſee 
me as T foretold them. Admire here the 

Humility of our Lord Jeſus in calling his poor, 
lowly Diſciples his Brethren. This you ſee is a 
Virtue, which Chrjft laid not afide even after 
his Reſurrection. Meditate then devoutly on 
theſe edifying Subjets. And if youare defirous 
of reaping full Advantage from the Contempla- 
tion of them, endeavour to be as preſent in 
Spirit, as theſe holy Perſons were in Body. 
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HAP. LXXV. 


Df our Lord's appearing 75 Joſeph, to 
©. James 7he Lels, and to Peter, 


UR Lord Feſus after departing. from the 
O Marys appear'd to Fo/eph of Arimathea 
who had buried him, | viſiting him in Priſon. 
For the Jews had ſeized him and confined him 
in a Jail, with an Intent to put him ta Death 
after the Sabbath. Our Lord therefore appeard 
to: bim, and wiping off the Tears; aud, Damp 
from off his Face led him out, the. Doors un- 

pen'd, as ancient pious Tradition informs us. 
He allo appear*'d to James the Leſs, who had 
vow'd never to taſte any Nourriture, till he 
ould ſee our Lord riſen, from the Dead. To 


„1 „ 


St. Jerome, on Eccleſiaſtical Writers. Tom. I. 
When the Marys return'd home and acquaint- 
ed the Diſciples with the Reſurrection of Chrif, 
Peter extremely Afflicted that he had not ſeen 
his Lord, and unable,” through Exceſs of Love, 
to reſt without ſceing-him, aroſe immediately and 
went alone to the Sepulchre, not knowing where 
elſe ſo ſpeedily to find him. While therefore he 
was proceeding on his Way, Jeſus appear'd to 
him and ſaid: Peace be to you Simon Peter. Then 
Peter, ſtriking his Breaſt, and proſtrating 2 

c 
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ſelf on the Ground, in a Flood of Tears, cried 


out, O Lord ! O deareſt Saviour | I have finned 


{ thee, I acknowledge my Crime in leaving 
thee in thy Diſtreſs, and ſhamefully denying 


thee thrice, And when his Love and Grief 


ſtop'd his Words he embraced his Maſter's holy 
F — aud tenderly kiſsd them. Out Lord 
then raiſed him and embracing him, ſaid again 

Peace to thee, Simon Peter, fear not, thy S 
are forgiven thee. Thy Denial 1 forefiw and 
and foretold thee, and now I forgive thee. Go 
and confirm thy Brethren in the Belief of my 
Reſurrection. And be confident thyſelf, that 
I have conquer'd for thee all thy Enemies, and 
even Death itſelf. Thus a while they ſtood ſo- 
— glorious Paſcha in heavenly Con ver- 
ſatiog. After which Peter return'd to our bleſ- 
ſed and the Diſciples, and related to them 


all he had ſeen and heard,” In the Goſpel there 


is no Mention made of our Lord's appearing to 
his ſacred Mother. I have however taken No- 
tice of it, firſt, becauſe the Church ſeems to 
countenance rr 190 ſo, as may appear more 
plamly f in the L on the Reſurrection. 
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JESUS CHRIST, 


CHAP. LXXVL 


Of Chriſt's Return to. the Holy Fathers: 
u ufter bis Reſurrectton. 


UR Lord Jus not having yet viſited 
the holy Fathers after his Reſurrection ; 
as ſoon as he departed from Peter took a nu- 
merous Retinue of Angels and went to viſit 
them. When the venerable Tribe ſaw him 


coming towards them, they went to meet him 


with exceſſive Tranſports of ſpiritual Joy, ſirig- 
ing; Behold our King comes, let us meet our 
Saviour. Our mighty Beginning, and his King- 
dom ſhall have no. End. This is a bliſsful Day 
that ſhines forth to us, Come all, and let us 
adore the Lord. Then proſtrating themſelves 
they adored him, and riſing continued ſinging 
with Reverence, Fervour, and Joy his Praiſes, 
ſaying: Thou haſt riſen our Glory, we will 
be glad and rejoice in thee. Thy Kingdom is of all 
Ages, and thy Dominion ſhall laſt from Generation 
to Generation. We depart not from you, and you 
ſhall raiſe us, and we will magnify your holy 
Name. Our Leader is come forth, made a 
High Prieſt for ever. This, this is the Day 
which the Lord hath made, let us be glad and 
rejoice thereon. The Day of Redemption has 
ſhone forth to us, of ancient Reparation, and 
of eternal Felicity. This Day throughout 
the Univerſe the Heayens diſtil Honey: be- 
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cauſe the Lord has reign'd from a Tree. The 
Lord has reign'd, the Lord has — on Comeli- 
neſs, he hat on Strength, and girded him- 
ſelf. Sing to him anew Song for he has wrought 
Wonders "His Right-hand and his holy Arm 
hath ſaved us to himſelf. For we are his Pev- 
ple and the Sheep of his Paſture. Come let us 
adore him, When the Evening drew nigh, 
Feſus acquainted them with his Deſign of going 
to viſit his poor afflicted Brethteri, who, 
his Death were Fe Gif rſed like Sheep h 

no Shepherd, and were ſeeking him with — 
Anxiety. I will return therefore, ſays he, to them 
that I may conſole, and ſtrengthen them, and 
will ſoon come back to releaſe you. Then the 
holy Fathers proſtrating themſelves again adored 
him, ſaying : Go, Lord Feſus, bleſſed be thy 
holy Name; and be Na 
0 . divine Word and \ 
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JESUS CHRIST. 


CHAP. LXXVII. 
Of Chriſt's appearing to the two Diſciples 


going to Emaus, 


S two Diſciples were walking together to- 
A wards the little Town of Emaus, talking of 
what had happen'd in a melancholy manner, and 
in a kind of Deſpondency about him ; our Lord 
Feſus came up to them, and in the Guiſe of a 
Traveller join'd in Converſation with them, in- 
terrogating, anſwering them, and giving them 
ſalutary Maxims, as the Goſpel relates. At 
length ſuffering himſelf to be forced by them, 
he went in with them, and manifeſted himſelf to 
them. Here, pious Reader, comtemplate the 
Goodneſs of Chriſt. For, Firſt, ſuch is his ar- 
dent Love for his Diſciples, that he cannot ſuffer 
them long to wander in Uncertainty and Afflic- 
tion. Like a faithful Friend, a truſty Compa- 
nion, and an affable Lord, he joins with them, 
enquires the Cauſe of their Affliction, and 
expoſes the Scriptures to them in ſuch a Man- 
ner as to cleanſe their Hearrs from all Ruſt of 
earthly Affections, and influence them with 
divine Love. Thus does he daily behave to- 
wards us in a ſpiritual Manner. If overcome 
by any Afflictions, * 2 or Languor of 
Soul, we talk of him, he is immediately with 
us comforting, enlightening, and inflaming our 
Hearts to his Love. Of ſuch excellent Advan- 
tage is it to us to talk of God in our Adverſities 
or Tribulation, Hence, ſays the Prophet, bow 
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ſweet are thy Words to my Taſte, feweeter to my 
Mouth than Honey and the Honey-comb, And 
again, My Heart wax*d bot within me, and Fire 
burns in my Meditation. 

Secondly, Behold the Goodneſs of our Lord 
in feigning that he was going farther, in order 
to encreaſe their Defire of his Stay with them, 
and to induce them to invite and detain him. 
How gracious was it in him to go with them, 
to break Bread with them, to bleſs that Bread 
with his ſacred Hands for them, and afterwards 
to reveal himſelf to them ? Does he not do the 
fame towards us All as often as we apply to 
Prayer and holy Meditation? Thus then does 
it behove us to pray without ceaſing. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. LXXVII, 


Of our Lord's appearing to the Diſciples, 
who were ſhut up on the Day of the 
Reſurrection. 


H E two Diſciples immediately return'd 
to Feruſalem, and finding the other Dif- 
ciples, except Thomas, aſſembled together, they 
related to thenr what had happen'd to them, 
where they likewiſe heard in their Turn, a Con- 
firmation of our Lord's being rifen, and having 
appear d to Simon. During this Converſation 
our Lord Jeſus himſelf came into the Room, 
the Doors being ſhut, and ſaluted them all, 
faying : Peace be with you. The Diſciples ſee- 
ing our Lord fell on their Faces, and acknow- 
ledging their Fault in having fled at his Paſſion, 
they received him with great Alacrity. Out 
Lord then comforted them, ſaying: Riſe, Bre- 
thren, your Sins are forgiven you. After which 
he ſtood familiarly amongſt them ſhewing them 
the Prints of his ſacred Wounds. Mean time 
the Table being ſpread by his Order, he then 
fat down and eat part of a Fiſh and ſome Ho- 
ney which was ſet before him. Then he by:ath- 
ed upon them, ſaying: Receive ye the Holy 
Ghoſt. O ho full of Joy and ſpiritual De- 
light was this Interview | 
Imagin too you ſee here our bleſſed Latly, for 
it was to her that the Diſciples flock'd when 
they aſſembled together after the Death of our 
Lod. O with what 8 Joy is ſhe 
2 not 
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not fill'd at the Sight of her glorious and tri- 
umphant Son in the Midſt of his Diſciples, and 
how ſtudious, how pleaſed, and how devoutly 
tranſported is ſhe in doing little Offices of Re- 
verence and Love towards him ! And how wil- 


ling is our Lord to add to her Delight by ac- 


cepting little Services from her, and making her 
Returns of Honour and Affection before his Diſ- 
ciples. Forget not likewiſe to caſt an Eye of 


Devotion towards the Magdalen, that Favou- . 


rite among the Diſciples, that kind of female 
Apoſtle among the Apoſtles. Fancy you fee 
her as uſual fitting at the Feet of her divine 
Maſter, abſorb'd in Attention to his Words, 
and tranſported with Joy whenever ſne has an 
Opportunity of miniſtring to him. O how 
heavenly muſt this Manſion be, and what a 
Bleſſing to be in it at this delicious Entertain- 


ment! O this was a true Paſcha ! Who muſt 


not Joy to be at it? And what Delight muſt 


ou not partake in contemplating it? But per- 
1 you are preſent at it without being affected 


by it. Tho' if you was truly attentive to the 


Paſſion, and contemplated it with a ſincere 
Fellow-feeling of the Sufferings of Chriſt, of his 
Mother, and of his Diſciples you cannot but 
now e in the Joys of their Paſcha. The 
ſame Joys you might renew on every Sunday, if 
you were careful likewiſe to renew on the pre- 
ceeding Friday and Saturday the devout Memo- 
rial of his Paſſion. For, as St. Paul ſays, If 
you are Partakers of bis Paſſions, ſo ſhall you be 
of bis Comforts. 
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CHAP. LXXIX. 


Of our Lord's appearing to the Diſciples 


on the ve of Eaſter, when St. Tho- 
mas 2 them. 


G AIN on the eighth Day after his Re- 

ſurrection, our Lord Feſus appear'd to 
his Diſciples, the Doors being ſnut. And now 
Thomas, who the Time before was not of their 
Company, was preſent with them. To whom, 
when they gave him an Account of Cbriſt's 
having vouchſafed them a Viſit, he anſwer'd: 
Unleſs I ſee in his Hands the Print of the Nails, 
and put my Finger iu his Side, I will not believe. 
Chriſt then, the good Shepherd, ſollicitous for 


his little Flock, in Compaſſion to the Frailty of 


this his beloved Diſciple ſtands before them all 
and graciouſly ſalutes them with, Peace be with 
you. Then addrefling himſelf in particular to 
Thomas : Reach hither your Finger, ſaid he, and 
behold my Hands; ftretch forth your Hand and 
pu it in my Side, and be not Incredulous but 
aithful. Then Thomas, after having touch'd 
the Wounds of Jeſus, falling on his Face, faid : 
My Lord and my God ! Thus making Repara- 
for his former Unbelief. For now, though he 
ſaw but the Humanity of our Lord, he con- 
feſs'd his Godhead. After this he join'd with 
his Fellow-Diſciples in acknowledging the Fault 
of forſaking ſo divine, a Maſter at the Time of 
his Paſſion. But ou Lord Feſus graciouſly 
raiſed him up, bid him be of Courage, and mer- 
TS 9 cifullv 
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cifully forgave him all former Faults. It wag 
doubtleſs by ſpecial Diſpenſation of Heaven 
that Thomas was itted to heſitate in Faith, 
that Chriſt's Reſurrection might more evidently 
appear. How glorious does the Bounty and 

ondeſcenſion of this ſweet Saviour ſhine to- 
wards his weak Diſciples, and particularly to 
Thomas, in ſhewing to them his ſacred Wounds, 
to remove from their Souls every Cloud of 
Doubt, for their and our Advantage! Three 
great Ends he propoſed to himſelf in preſerving 
the Prints of his ſacred Wounds, that by them 
he might confirm his Apoſtles and Faithful in 
the Faith of his Reſurrection; thitwhile he was 
acting the Office of our Mediator with his di- 
vine Father he might the more eaſily appeaſe 
him, by Vaan, + to his eternal Majeſty ; 
and finally, that he might in the Day of Judg- 
ment clear himſelf to the Reprobate by remind- 
ing them of what he had ſuffer d to redeem 
them, if they would have been redeem'd. Our 
Lord Feſus remains thus a while with his bleſ- 
ſed Mother and the beloved Diſciples, talking 
with them of the Kingdom of God, While they 
ſtand liſtening to his ineffable Doctrines, and 
dwelling on his divine Countenance, in Rap- 
tures of Admiration, Joy, and Love. Obſerve 
them ſtanding round him, but our bleſſed Lady 
cloſe by his Side, and the Magdalen in her uſual 
Place at his ſacred Feet. Do you too ſtand 
there reverently, yet at a Diſtance, if perchance 
your Humility, Compunction, and Devotion 
may move his Mercy to call you nearer to him. 
At length however our divine Saviour left them, 
telling them that he ſhould thence repair to Ga- 


lilee, 
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lilee, where again they might ſee him; and 
departing he gave them his Bleſſing, They re- 

main'd then a — together ſtill hungring and 
thirſting after him, not ſatiated with his Pre- 
ſence tho? greatly comforted. 
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CHAP, LXXX. 


How our Lord Jeſus appear d to bis 14 
ciples in Galilee. 


HE Diſciples were no ſooner TIO to 

Galilee, as our Lord had appointed them, 
than he appear'd to them, ſaying : All Power is 

to me in Heaven and Earth, Go ye there- 
fore and teach all Nations : : BAPTIZING THEM 
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, AND 
OF THE SON, AND or THE Holy Gos, 
teaching them to believe all thoſe Tings I have 
commanded you, and behold I am with you always 
even to the End of the World, Mat. xxvin, Af- 
ter this they all humbly adored him, and re- 
mair'd with him for ſome Time, with great 
Joy, and Satisfaction.  Confider them well, 
and contemplate the above-mention'd err 
he ſpake to them: for they are full of Myſt 
and heavenly Conſolation. For, Fit, 2 
ſhew'd them that he is Lord of all Things. Se- 


— He gave them Authority and a Com- 


mand to preach, Thirdly, He taught them the 
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raged and comforted them, by promiſing al- 
ways to be with them to the End of the World. 
Confider then the ſweet and ſingular Joy they 
receive, and the many great and wonderful To- 
kens of Love he ham them, which being done 
he farther gave them his Bleſſing and then 


pt. arts 


as CLAP. LXXXI. 


How he * d to cha again near the 
Sea of Tiberias. E. 


7 HILE the Diſciples remain'd in Galilee, 
on a certain Time, ſeven of them went 
out to fiſh in the Sea of Tiberias, and having 
labour'd the whole Night they caught nothing. 
Here at the Break of Day our Lord appear'd 
again to them ſtanding on the Sea - ſnoar, and 
aſking them if they had taken any Fiſh, th 
-anſwer'd him, No. Wherefore he ſaid: 
the Net on the right Side of the Boat and you 
ſhall find ſome. | They did as he order'd them, 
and they were not able to draw the Net for the 
- Multitude of Fiſh. - Then Jobn ſaid to Peter: 
It is our Lord. Peter when he heard it was 
their Lord-put on his Coat (for he was then 
naked) and caſt himſelf into the Sea ta come to 
him; but the other Diſciples came in the Boat. 
- When they came to Land ibey ſaw hot Coals 
Hing, and a Hf laid thereon, and Bread, which 
2 1 the 
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the Lord had prepared for them. He bid 
them likewiſe to bring ſome of the Fiſh they 
had taken and dreſs them, and he eat with them 
on the Sea-fide. And according to his accuſ- 
tom'd Humility he miniſter'd to them, he broke 
the Bread and gave it them, and gave them 
likewiſe of the Fiſh. The ſeven Diſciples with 
Alacrity of Spirit converſed with their 
ord, and with all Submiſſion and Reſpect eat 
with him, admiring, with Hearts full of Joy, 
the Affability of his pleaſing Countenance. They 
received from his — Hands the Food he 
gave them, and with no leſs abuudance and ſpi- 
ritual Comfort, repleniſh'd their Souls, than 
their Bodies. Oh what a divine and celeſtial 
Banquet! Conſider well every Particular, and 
endeavour to feed thy Soul with them. 

When the Refection was over, our Lord ad- 
drefling himſelf to Peter, ſaid: Loveſt thou me 
more then theſe ? To whom Peter; Lord, thou 
knoweſt that I love thee, Wherefore he ſaid to 
him : Feed my Lambs. Our Lord repeated the 
ſame Queſtion three Times, and at every Time 
recommended to him his Flock. Whence we 
may ſee the ſingular Bounty and Care of our 


Lord Feſus, and eſpecially his exceeding: 


Charity and Love for our Souls, by his re- 
peated Recommendations of them to Peter's 
Care. After this he foretels Peter the Death 
he ſhould ſuffer for his Sake, ſaying : When 
thou waſt younger, thou didſt gird 41 and 
didft walk where thou woulaſt. But when thou 
ſhalt be old, thou ſhall ſtreteb forth thy Hands, 
and another ſhall gird thee, and lead thee whi- 
ther thou wilt not. And this he ſaid to fignify, 
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that by the Death of the Croſs he ſhould glo- 
rify God. After this, Peter defired to know 
of our Lord in what Manner Jobn ſhould fuf- 
fer; and our Lord anſwer'd him, faying : So 7 
will have him to remain till I come, what is it 
to thee? As if he had faid, I will not that he 
follow me by the Way of Sufferings and Paſſion 
as thou ſhalt, but that he live to a full and 
complete Age, and end his Days in Peace. Some 
of the Diſciples underftood by that Saying, that 
he was never to die. 

After theſe Things our Lord diſappear'd, 
and return d again, according to his uſual Cuſ- 
tom, to the holy Fathers, The Diſciples re- 
main'd greatly comforted, and return'd ſoon 
again to Feruſalem. 
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CHAP. LXXXII. 


How our Lord Jeſus appear'd to more than 
Five bundred Diſciples together, with 
ſomething relating to all his Apparitions 
in general, | 


T. Paul mentions, that our Lord Jeſus, at 
at another Time, appear'd to above five 
undred Diſciples gather*d together, but where, 
at what Time, or in what Manner, is uncer- 
tain, it being not regiſter d in Scripture. Yet 
we may well ſuppoſe that it was with his uſual 
Meekneſs, Bounty, and Charity on his Side 
and again, with no leſs Joy and Comfort to 
the Diſciples than uſual on their Side. And 
hitherto have we ſpoke of our Lord's appear- 
ing twelve ſeveral Times after his Reſurrection, 
having omitted two other Apparitions which 
follow, when we ſhall treat of his Aſcenſion. 
But there is Mention made only of ten in the 
Goſpel. For it is not writen in any Place that he 
ever appear'd to his holy Mother, ſo that it is 
only piouſly believed he did. How he appear'd 
to Joſepb of Arimathea, is writen in the Apocry- 
phal Goſpel of Nicodemus. And his appeari 
to Fames, St. Paul mentions in his Epiſtle to 
the Corintbians, as he does likewiſe that to the 


e that he 


five hundred Brethren. 


We may however devoutly i 


appear d ſeveral other Times, for it 23 
iſited 
his 


bable that our moſt bpuntiful Lord often 
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his holy Mother, his beloved Diſciples, and St, 
Mary Magdalen, comforting thoſe in a ſpecial 


Manner who had ſuffer'd and been moſt afflict- 


ed at his bitter Death and Paſſion. And this 
2 to be the Opinion of St. Auguſtin, when, 
king of the Time of the Reſurrection, he 
5 1 All Things relating to our Lord's appear- 
ing Fetter his Reſurrection are not written, for 
he converſed often with them. And *tis not 
improbable that the holy Fathers, and chiefly 
Abraham and David, to whom the Lord made 
a ſpecial Promiſe of the Incarnation of his Son, 
came in Company with him to ſee the moſt ex- 
cellent Virgin their Daughter, and God's moſt 
bleſſed Mother, who for them and for all others 
had found ſo much Grace, and borne the Savi- 
our of the World. Oh with what Joy and 
Comfort did they behold her! With what Re- 
verence did they incline to her, and with what 
Alacrity did they praiſe. and honour her 
And here may we conſider the great Benig- 
nity, and Charity, and the profound Meeknefs 
of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt in this, that 
after his Reſurrection, and the glorious Victory 
he had gain'd for us, he no not preſently 
Jeave us and aſcend into his Glory, but as a 
Pilgrim yet on Earth, would remain forty Days, 
and be . converſant among us, to confirm and 
ſtrengthen his Apoſtles in their Faith. This he 
might have done by his Angels, but ſuch was his 


-unſpeakable Charity, that he would do it him- 


ſelf, by perſonally converſing with us for the 

Space of forty Days, appearing to his Apoſtles, 

and preaching to them of the Kingdom of Hea- 

ven. All this hath our moſt merciful Lord 

dane for us, and yet we reflect little on it. T0 
t 
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hath always loved us, and till loves us, but 
yet ſuch is our Ingratitude, that we return him 
not our Love for his, which is a Mark of great 
Unthankfulneſs in us towards him, notwith- 


us, 
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CHAP, LXXXIN. 


Of the gloricus Aſcenſion of our Lord and 


Saviaur Jeſus Chriſt. 


. 


Ouching the wonderful Aſcenſion of our 
Lord Feſus, it behoves thee, Pious Rea- 
der, to awaken thy Heart, and to render thy- 
ſelf more than ordinarily attentive to all that is 
here ſaid or done relating to this Subject, if 
thou deſire to feed thy Soul with heavenly 
Comfort, and reap the ſpiritual Unction which 
plentifully flows from the devout Contempla- 
tion of ſo divine a Subject. 

On the fortieth Day after the Reſurrection 
our Lord Feſus knowing that his Time was now 
come, to depart from this World, and to paſs 
hence to his Father, taking with him the holy 
Patriarchs, Prophets, and others, who after 
his Reſurrection were in the terreſtial Paridiſe, 
and bleſſing, Enoch and Elias, who remain 
there ſtill alive, he came to his Apoſtles who 
were gather'd together, in Mount Sion, which 
was the Place — 

the 


ſtanding the unbounded Charity he ſtill has for 
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the Night before his Paſſion; there was like- 
wiſe with the Apoſtles in this Place the bleſſed 
Virgin, and many other Diſciples, and our 
Lord appearing to them faid, That he would 
eat with them before he departed from them, as 
a ſpecial Token and Memorial of the Love he 
bore them. And as they were all eating, be- 
ing gall of Joy and ſpiritual comfort at this laſt 
Refe&ion of our Lord Jeſus, he ſaid to them: 


The Time is now come in which I muſt return 


again to him that ſent me, but you ſhall remain 
in the City till you are cloathed with the Virtue 
deſcending from above: for within a few Days 
ou ſhall be filPd with the Holy Ghoſt as I be- 
hee promiſed you. After which you ſhall be 
diſperſed throughout the whole World to 
ch my Goſpel, baptizing all that ſhall be- 
— in me, ſo that you ſhall be my Witneſſes 
to the utmoſt Confines of the Earth. He like- 
wiſe reproved them for their Incredibility in 
not believing them who had ſeen him riſe (that 
is the Angels) This he choſe to do at the 
Time he was ſpeaking to them of preaching 
his Goſpel, to give them to underſtand : That 
they ought to have believed the Angels, 
even before they ſaw him, much ſooner 
than they ought to be believed by thoſe to whom 
they were to preach, who, nevertheleſs, would 
believe them (the Apoſtles) though they 
ſhould not ſee him (Jeſus Chrift.) And this 
he did, that by knowing their Fault they 
might remain humble, ſhewing them at his 
how much he admired that Virtue, 

and that he recommended it to them in a ſingu- 


lar Manner. They aſked him concerning many 


Things that were to come to paſs, but he would 
, * not 
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not reſolve them, inaſmuch as it was not neceſ- 

for them to know the Secrets of God, 
which his Father had reſerved in his own Pow- 
er to fulfill at his own Will and Pleaſure. And 
thus they continued diſcourfing and eating to- 
gether, with great Comfort and Satisfaction, 
occaſioned by the Preſence of their Lord, yet 
their Comfort was mix'd with ſome Grief, by 
reaſon of his near Departure from them. For 
they loved him fo tenderly, that they could 
not hear him ſpeak of leaving them without 


_ Heavineſs and Sorrow. 


And what can we think of his bleſſed Mo- 
ther? May we not devoutly imagin that ſitting 
near him, and hearing, what he ſaid con- 
cerning his Departure, ſhe was moved with the 
Tenderneſs of her motherly Affection; and 
that brimful of Grief which ſuddenly ſeiz d, and 
oppreſs'd her bleſſed Soul, ſhe inclined her Head 
towards him, and refted it upon his ſacred 
Breaſt? For if John the Evangeliſt at the Laſt 
Supper took this Freedom, with much more 
reaſon may we ſuppoſe her to do the ſame 
on this doleful Occaſion. Hence then with 
Tears and deepeſt Sighs ſhe ſpoke to him in 
this Manner: Oh my beloved Son, I beſeech 
thee not to leave me, but if thou muſt 
and return again to thy heavenly Father, 
take me, thy afflicted Mother along with thee ! 
But our bl Lord endeavour*d to comfort 
her, and faid : Grieve not, Oh beloved Parent, 
at my leaving you, becauſe I go to my Father, 
and *tis ent that you remain here a ſhort 
Time longer, to confirm in their Faith ſuch as 
ſhall be converted and believe in me, and after I 
will come again and take you with n. 

| | — 


352 


The LIFE of | 

Partaker of my Glory. To whom again out 
Lady replied : My beloved Son, may thy Will 
always be fulfill'd in all Things, for I am not 
only contented to remain here during thy Plea- 
ſure, but alſo to ſuffer Death for love of thoſe 
Souls, for which thou haſt ſo willingly vouch- 
ſafed to lay down thy Life; this however, I 
beſeech thee, be thou ever mindful of me. Our 
Lord then again comforted her, with the reſt 
of the Diſciples, with Mary Magdalen, ſaying : 
Let not your Hearts be troubled, nor fear ye 
any Thing, I will not leave you deſolate, I go, 
but will ſhortly return again to you, and will re- 
main always with you. At length he bid them 
remove from thence and go to Mount Oliver, 
becauſe from that Place he would aſcend into 
Heaven in the Preſence of them all: This ſaid, 
he diſappear d. | 

His holy Mother, together with the reſt 
of the Company, without any Delay, haſt- 
en'd to the ſaid Mount, about a Mile diſtant 
from Feruſalem, as he had appointed them, 
where our Lord again Toon appear'd to them. 
Behold on this Day we have two different ' Ap- 

irions of our Lord. Thus being altogether 
our Lord embraced his holy Mother, andi ſhe 
again embraced him in a moſt tender Manner, 
taking Leave of each other. And the Diſciples, 


and Mary Magdalen, and the reft falling down 
to the Ground, and weeping with Tendernefs 


kiſs'd his bleſſed Feet, and he raifing them up, 

[embraced all his Apoſtles moſt lovingly. _ 
Let us now, Pious Reader, diligently conſi- 
der them, and devoutly contemplate all that is 
here done, and amongſt the reſt, let us behold 
the holy Fathers, who being there preſent, tho? 
A inviſible 
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inviſible, joyfully admire and inwardly praiſe 
the bleſſed Virgin, by whom they received fo 
eat a Benefit as their Salvation, They be- 
Fold with pleaſing Admiration the glorious 
Champions, and Leaders of Gad's Hoſt, the A- 
poſtles, whom our Lord 7e/us had choſe, amo 
all others to conquer and ſubdue the Worl 
and bring it over to the Belief of his holy 
Doctrine. . 
At length when the Myſteries were all ful- 


_ fill'd and compleated, our Lord Jeſus began 


gradually to raife himſelf up before them, and 
to aſcend by his own Virtue and Power into 
Heaven. And then the bleſſed Virgin with 


the reſt, fell down and deyoutly worſhipped 


him. And our Lady ſaid: Oh my Beloved, I 
beſeech thee, to be mindfnl of me: And with 
this ſhe burſt forth into Tears, not being able 
to refrain when ſhe reflected on his Departure, 

et was ſhe full of inward Joy to ſee her bleſſed 
Gon thus gloriouſly aſcend into Heaven. His 
Diſciples alſo when they beheld him aſcending 


fajd : Thou knoweſt, Oh Lord, that we have 


renounced all Things for thee, wherefore we 
beſeech thee not to forget us, but be ever mindful 
of us, for whom we have forſaken all. Then our 


Lord lifting up his Hands, with ſerene and pleafin 
Aſpect, crown'd with Glory, victoriouſly aſcend 


into Heaven, but firſt bleſſing them, he faid : 


Be ſtedfaſt and fight couragiouſly, for I ſhal! 


1 s be with you, even to End of the 
orld. ka | 

Thus our Lord Jeſus, all glorious, and reſplen- 
dantly ſhining, aſcended into Heaven, trium- 
phantly leading with * the noble Tribe of 
holy 
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holy Fathers, and fulfilling that which the 
Prophet Micah had ſaid long before of his Aſ- 
cenſion; And their King ſhall paſs befere them, 
and the Lord at the Head of them.. So that 
they all follow'd him with unſpeakable Joy, 
ſinging Canticles of Praiſes and Thankſgiving 
to him for their Deliverance from all Sorrow, 
and their Entrance into all Joy and never-ending 
Felicity. | 
And Michael, the Prince of God's celeſtial 
Hoſt going before, carried the joyful Tidings 
of their Lord's aſcending, at which the whole 
heavenly Court of celeſtial Spirits came forth 
to meet their Lord, and with all Worſhip and 
Reverence they led him with Hymns and Songs 
of Jubilation, repeating with inexpreſſible Joy, 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 

Having paid their due Reverence to the 
Lord, and ended the joyful Canticles, which 
related to his glorious Aſcenſion, the Angels 
and the holy Fathers began to rejoice 
with each other. And what Tongue can ex- 
preſs, or Mind conceive that which paſs'd be- 
tween them at this happy, truly happy Meet- 
ing? The bleſſed Spirits firſt began to congra- 
late them on their Arrival, ſaying in this Man- 
ner: Ye Princes of God's People, ye are 
welcome to our eternal Habitation, and we re- 
Joice and are glad at your Arrival ; Ye are 
all gather'd together and wonderfully exalted 
with our God. Alleluia: Therefore rejoice, 
and ſing to him who ſo gloriouſly aſcendeth to 
Heaven, and above the Heaven of Heavens, 
_ Allelua, © | 
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To which the holy Fathers again joyfully 
replied. To you, Princes of God's People; 
Alleluia_; Our Guardians and Helpers, Ale- 
luia : Joy and Peace for ever, Alleluia: Let 
us ſing and make Mirth to our King and our 
Saviour, Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. Now we 
joy fully enter into the Houſe of our Lord, A- 
leluia, to remain for ever in the glorious City 
of God, Alleluia. As Sheep o of our Lord's 
Paſture we enter his Gates, Alleluia, with 
Hymns and Canticles, Alleluia, for the Lord 
of Power is with us, Alleluia, Aleluia, Alleluta. 
In this Manner they ſang and rejoiced. For 
according to the Prophet : The Lord is aſcend- 
ed in Shouts of Foy, and the Lord in the Sound 
Ha Trumpet. 


Our Lord Jeſus aſcended viſibly for the 
greater Comfort of his Mother and Diſciples, 


that they. might ſee him as far as they could. 


And behold. a Cloud received him out of their 
Sigbt, and in an Inſtant they were preſent in 


Heaven. And as the bleſſed Virgin and the 
Diſciples were looking ſtill up to Heaven, two 
Angels ſtood beſide them in white Garments, 
who began to comfort them, telling them not 
to look any longer after his Body, which they 
ſaw aſcend ſo gloriouſly into Heaven, for that 
they ſhould not ſee him any more in that Form 
till the Day of Judgment, when he ſhould 
come to judge the Quick and 8 Dead; they 
85 them return into the City _ there 
expect the Coming of the ah > Ghoſt, as he 
Hime had told them. Our bleed Lady. ſpoke 
to the Angels, deſiring them to. recommend 
het to e Bk Son. Fa Who, hag a 
clinin 
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cling to her, promiſed gladly to fulfill her Com- 
mand, And the Apoftles and Mary 5 


len recommended themfelves in the ſame Man- 
ner, After this, the Angels departing, th 
went, according as they dad been appointed 
into the City,” unto ye Sion, and waited 
there the Coming of the Holy Ghoft. 

Our Lord Jeſus, in Company with that 
bleſſed Tribe of Souls, open'd the Gates 
of Heaven which a long Space of Time 
had been ſtrut to Mankind, and as a — 
Conqueror, triumphantly enter'd in, and joy- 
fall 7 5 to bis Father, faid: Oh Joke 
Father, I return thee Thanks for the 00 
Victory thou haſt given me over all our 571 
mies; behold, o eternal Father, I here p 
ſent to thee our Friends, who till this 
have been detain'd in Baniſhment and in Pri. 
ſon! And as I have promiſed to my Diſciples 
and Brethren, who I have left in 565 World, 
to fend them the Holy Ghoſt the Com- 
forter, I beſeech thee to fulfill my Promiſe, 
— By thy Care and Protection I 'recom 

The Father raifing him up, p 
fn 6h his Right Hand, and faid : My blef- 
ſed Son, to thee all Power is given in Hea- 


ven and Farth, wherefore all thou 
haft aſked, diſpoſe and order as ſhall moſt 
t to thee. 


"After this the angelical Spirits and — * 
chers, he remain d * the Time 

before the Throne of the moſt a 1 TH. 
pity, aroſe, and, with all Reyerence, rr "be 


their Mitligas, and MT a0 na and 
Ff to the Lord. 2 
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For if Moſes and the Children of Hrael, af- 
ter they had croſs'd the Red- Sea, ſang a Son 
to the Lord ſaying : Let us ſing to the 3 
&c. And Mary the Prophe Aaron's Si- 
ſter, and other Women going ont after her, 
ſang to the Lord with Timbrels, and with 
Dances, with how much more Reaſon ſhould 
they do it now, after the Victory obtain*d over 
all their Enemies? And when David brought 
the Ark of the Lord to Jeruſalem, the whole 
Multitude of the Children of Jae! ſang to 
the Lord, and David play'd before the Lord 
on all manner of Inftruments, on Harps, on 
Timbrels, on Cornets, and Cymbals, and Da- 
vid danced before the Lord with all bis Might, 
2 Kings 6. with how much more Reaſon did 
they now do it, when preſent with their Lord, 
in the perfect Enjoyment of ſo great Happt- 
neſs ? And if St. Joby the A as we 
read in the Aprealypſe, heard a Voice from 
Heaven of a Hundred forty four thouſand 


hog ber the Harps, and finging a new 
the Throos of 'G and the 


might repreſent I cannot 
but piotly imagin that it was on this 
more than on any e fulfilfd. They all 
fin they all rejoice, and exult with utmoſt 
Juba and with Shouts of Mirth _ praiſe 
ify the Lord, fo that the whole hea- 
nn. Feruſalem echo's with joyful Allaluias, 
and Canticles a heard throughout 


every Part, 
Never from ide 
ever known ſo” 


ef Time was 


[4 " „ -c 


olemn a Foto nor 
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ral Day of Judgment, when all the Elect ſhall 
meet together in their beautified and glorious 
Bodies. 

And therefore this folemn Feaſt of the Aſ- 
cenfion, if every Circumſtance be duly con- 
ſider d, is the greateſt of all Solemnities. 
Which we ſhall ind to be true if we briefly 
conſider the reſt. The Incarnation of God 
is a great Feaſt, a Day of ſolemn Jubilation 
to us, but not to him, ſince he was then 
confined within the narrow Compaſs of the 
ſmall Incloſure of a virginal Womb: His 
Nativity was likewiſe a great Feaſt and a 
Day of. publick Rejoicing to us. But he was 
to be pitied, who was born to ſo great Pover- 
ty, Suffering, and Penury. His Death and 
Suffering was a great Feaſt to us, becauſe our 
Sins. were then all blotted out; but as he ſuf- 
ferd moſt cruel Torments, and a moſt vile 
Death, it was not to him, nor ought it to be 
to us a Subject of Joy. The Refurredtion of 
our Lord eus was a moſt folemn Feſtivity 
both to him and to us, becauſe he appear'd as 
a triumphant Conqueror over Death, and we 
remain'd ; juſtified, and in the Opinion of St. 
Auguſtin, was a more holy Feaſt than the 
reft, which may be underflood of thoſe which 

roceeded it. For the Day of the Aſcenſion ſeems 

ll to be more holy and greater than that, for 
though our Lord riſe then from the Dead; 
yet he ſtill remained on Earth, the Gates of 
Heaven were not yet open'd, nor were the 

Fathers then * to his Father, 
which was all fulfilld on the Day of his Af- 
on. s And if we conſider, whatever God 


wrought, 
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w ught, before this, he wrought to This End, 
without which his Work would have been im- 
perfect. For Heaven and Earth, with all Things 
in them, were made for Man ; and Man was 
made only for God, and to enjoy him in his 
Glory: To which Glory, no one tho' ever io 
juſt could ever attain after Sin till this Day. 
Whence you may in ſome meaſure comprehend 
how great and wonderful is this Day, which 
may properly be calPd the ſolemn and joyſul fe- 
ſtivity of onr Lord Ze/us. For on this Day was 
he firſt ſeated in Glory, in the Humanity he 
had aſſumed, at the Right Hand of his Father, 
and enjoy'd a perfect Reſt from all his Labours. 
This Day is alſo a Feaſt of great Joy and 
Glory to the bleſſed Spirits of Heaven, for on 
this Day they received a new Satisfaction, in 
the Sight of their Lord, whom before they had 
not ſeen, under the Veil of his facred Huma- 
nity. And on this Day was began to be re- 
pair'd the Ruins of their heavenly Company, 
occaſion'd by the Fall of their reprobate Bre- 
thren, ſome of whoſe Vacancies were filFd u 
by a glorious Number of bleſſed Souls, of Pa- 
triarchs, Prophets, and others, who on this 
Day triumphantly enter'd the heavenly City of 
Jeruſalem, and took Poſſeſſion of it as their 
own Right and Inheritance, Wherefore as we 
ſolemnly celebrate the Feaſt of one Saint or 


Martyr who is departed this Life, and enter'd 


the Glory of Heaven, how much more ought 
we to do the ſame for ſo many thouſands who 
enter' d together in Company with the Hor v 
or Hol I Es, whois far more worthy all Praiſe, 
Honour and Glory, than all the Saints and An- 


gels together. This 
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it This Day is likewiſe a Feaſt of ſpecial Joy to 

| the bleſſed Virgin, inaſmuch as ſhe beheld her 

| bleſſed Son Jeſus, perfect God, and perfect Man, 

| : crown'd with Glory and Triumph, aſcend vic- 
toriouſly to Heaven. 

'Tis alſo a Feaſt of Joy to us, for on this 
Day was our Nature firſt exalted above the 

* higheſt Heavens, and had he not aſcended we 
could not have received the greateſt of all Gifts, 
the Holy Ghoſt, whom he had promiſed to 
ſend us. Wherefore he ſaid to his Diſciples : 
It is expedient for you that I go, for if I go not, 
the Paraclet. all not come to you. St. Bernard 
faith, in his Sermon on this Day, That the glo- 
rious Feaſt of the Aſcenſion is the End and Ac- 
compliſhment of all other Feafts and Solemni- 
tics, and a bleſſed Concluſion of the weary Pil- 
grimage of Jeſus Chriſt on Earth. 

Henee then may you gather, Pious Reader, 
that this Feaſt is greater and more ſolemn than 
all others, and that Soul, which earneſtly and 
and truly loves our Lord Jeſus, ſhould on this 
Day lift up his Mind more fervently towards 
Heaven, and endeavour to receive a ter 
Plenitude of ſpiritual Comfort and Joy than! on 
all other Feſtivals of the Year. For our Lord 
ſaid to his Diſciples : Truly if you loved me you 
would rejoice = be glad, becauſe I go to the Fa- 
ther. Whence it * from his own Words 
that there was no Day in Heaven more joyful 
than this, which till the Day of Pentecgf 

following, and we may devoutly imagin it to 

have been keep'd and ſolemnized in this manner. 

The Aſcenſion of our Lord and Saviour 7e 
was about the ſixth Hour. W 
F v. 
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whole Court of Heaven made a general Rejoi- 
cing in a manner beyond all Expreſſion; yet 
from the Hour of his Aſcenſion to the fixth 
Hour of the next Day, we may piouſly imagin 
that the Angels more particularly celebrated 
this joyful Feſtival. And in the ſame manner, 
on the ſecond the Archangels. On the third 
Day the Virtues. On the fourth Day the 

Powers. On the fifth the Principalities. © On 
the ſixth the Dominations. On the ſeventh the 
Thrones. On the eighth the Cherubims. And 
on the ninth Day the Seraphims, which are the 
nine Orders of holy Angels, who continued 
their joyful Solemnity till the Viglil of Penzecoft, 
from which Time, to the third Hour of the 
Day following, which is F#Þitfunday, the holy 
Fathers, with the reſt of their bleſſed Company, 
made the fame ſolemn Rejoicings. Thus, du- 
ring the of ten Days before the Deſcent 


of the Holy Ghoſt upon Earth, they all con- 
tinued in an uninterrupted Acelamation of Praiſe, 
Glory, and Thankſgiving to God, to whom be 
continued the ſame by every Creature to the 
End of the World, and for ever. Anen. 
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of the Coming of the Hol tia,” 


oO" Lord Folus being aſcended nts Hea- 
ven, his bleſſed Mother with the Diſ⸗ 
ciples returnꝰd to Feruſalem, as the Angels had 
told them, and with great Joy and Comfort 
remain'd there the Space of ten Days in fervent 


1 expecting che Coming of che Holy 
. the tenth Day was come afiet- the Af. 
cenfion, our Lord Jeſus faid to his Father: w 


beloved Father, the Time of Grave is near 
mindful, I beſeech thee, of the Promiſe I made 
to my Brethren, concerning the Holy Ghoſt. 
To whom the Father: — — 2 
Fromiſe you have made is moſt 
Sight, 7 well it mould — 
4s the Time is now tome to ful- 
fill it; let the Holy Ghoſt deſdend, to reple- 
niſn and fill them with his Grace, to comfort 
and ſtrengthen them, to inſtruct and teach them, 
and beſtow on them abundance of all heavenly 
Virtues. 

The Holy Ghoſt deſcended then on Whit- 
Sunday in Firey- Tongues, Upon a hundred and 
twenty Diſciples, who-at chat Time were ga- 
ther'd together, and fil'd them with all Grace 
and Virtue: By which they were ſo greatly 
ſtrengthenꝰ d and enflam'd, that they immediate- 


ly went forth, and egen to preach the Goſpel 


. throughout 
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throughout the whole World, and in great 
Meaſure made it ſubhject to their Doctrine. 

This Day is then the Feaſt of Love, far, as St. 
Gregory ſaith, it is the Feaſt of him Who is Love 
itſelf. For which Reaſon he who truly deſires 
to ſerve God ſhould endeavour in this holy So- 
lemnity to be enflam'd with Love, or at leaft 
to be enkindled with'a vehement Deſire of being 


ſo, free from any Mixture of the Love of this 
World. For, as St. Bernard affures us, he is 


tly miſtaken who thinks to unite Heaven 
with Earth, the ſweet Balme of ſpiritual Com- 
fort, with the Enjoyments of worldly Vanities, 
or the bountiful Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt with 
the deceitful Flatteries of the Fl 

Let us therefore, Devout Reader, wholly 
forſake the fleeting Vanities of this World, and 

rify our Hearts from all earthly and vain 
E to Creatures, and lead a Life of Devo- 
tion and Prayer as the Apoſtles did, 
the Coming of the Holy ly Ghoſt. Thus may 
we hope wn, 5, 
were, and to receive all ſpiritual Comfort and 
Grace for gur Souls. 

That we may theme be able to receive the 
ſingular Gifts of this divine Spirit, and to at- 
tain to that Blifs to which our Lord is aſcend- 
ed, and prepared the Way for us to follow, 
let us break off all unneceſſary Engagements 
with this wretched World, wil take no De- 
light in the foul Satisfactions of the Fleſh, nor 
feed its unlawful Deſires, but ever earneſtly 
wiſn, with the Apoſtle, to be ſeparated — 
it. So that through the Grace of the divine 
en, the holy 9 we may — 

endea- 


-. 


viſited by Naw, as the Apoſtles 
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endeavour to follow the Example of our Lord 
.Chrift in this World, and hereafter to 
aſcend with him into the glorious City of the 
heavenly Jeruſalem : Where he, ſovereign King, 
| rrp Father, and the Holy Gh 
one God in perfect Trinity, liveth and reigneth 
for ever World without , « Amen, | 


. 


